crime as a social problem

crime as a social problem is a complex issue that affects communities,
economies, and individuals worldwide. It encompasses various unlawful acts
that violate societal norms, laws, and ethical standards, posing significant
challenges to social order and public safety. Understanding crime as a social
problem requires examining its causes, effects, and the responses from legal,
social, and governmental institutions. This article explores the multifaceted
nature of crime, its impact on society, and the strategies employed to
address and mitigate its consequences. Key areas of focus include the
sociological perspectives on crime, the role of poverty and inequality, the
influence of family and education, and the effectiveness of the criminal
justice system. The following sections provide a comprehensive overview of
crime as a social problem, highlighting critical insights and considerations
for future policy and research.
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Understanding Crime as a Social Problem

Crime is not merely a legal issue but a social phenomenon that reflects
broader societal dynamics. As a social problem, crime disrupts the fabric of
communities, undermines trust, and generates fear among citizens. It is
defined as behavior that violates established laws and social norms,
resulting in harm to individuals or groups. The social construction of crime
varies across cultures and historical periods, influenced by changing moral
standards and legal frameworks. Recognizing crime as a social problem
involves analyzing its roots in social structures, economic conditions, and
cultural contexts. This perspective emphasizes that crime is intertwined with
social issues such as poverty, discrimination, and lack of opportunity.

Sociological Perspectives on Crime

Sociologists examine crime through various theoretical lenses to understand
its origins and functions within society. Structural functionalism views
crime as a product of social dysfunctions and a mechanism that can promote



social change by challenging outdated norms. Conflict theory, on the other
hand, interprets crime as a consequence of social inequalities and power
struggles, where laws serve the interests of dominant groups. Symbolic
interactionism focuses on the processes of labeling and socialization,
explaining how individuals come to identify as criminals through interactions
with society. These perspectives collectively contribute to a comprehensive
understanding of crime as a social problem.

Types of Crime

Crime encompasses a wide range of offenses, each with distinct social
implications. These include:

e Violent crime: Acts involving force or threat of force, such as assault,
robbery, and homicide.

e Property crime: Crimes targeting possessions, including burglary, theft,
and vandalism.

e White-collar crime: Non-violent offenses committed in professional
contexts, such as fraud and embezzlement.

e Organized crime: Illegal activities coordinated by structured groups,
often involving drug trafficking and extortion.

e Cybercrime: Offenses conducted through digital means, including hacking
and identity theft.

Causes of Crime

Understanding the causes of crime is essential for developing effective
prevention and intervention strategies. Crime as a social problem often stems
from a combination of individual, social, and environmental factors that
influence behavior.

Socioeconomic Factors

Poverty, unemployment, and economic inequality are significant contributors
to criminal activity. Individuals in disadvantaged communities may resort to
crime as a means of survival or due to lack of legitimate opportunities.
Economic stress can increase tensions within families and neighborhoods,
fostering environments where crime is more likely to occur. Research
consistently shows a correlation between low socioeconomic status and higher
rates of criminal behavior.



Family and Education

The family plays a crucial role in socializing individuals and shaping their
attitudes towards law and order. Dysfunctional family environments,
characterized by neglect, abuse, or lack of supervision, can increase the
risk of delinquency and criminal involvement. Similarly, educational
attainment influences crime rates, as limited access to quality education
reduces prospects for lawful employment and social mobility. Schools that
fail to engage students or address behavioral issues may inadvertently
contribute to juvenile delinquency.

Psychological and Biological Factors

Some theories suggest that individual psychological traits and biological
predispositions can impact the likelihood of engaging in criminal behavior.
Mental health disorders, impulsivity, and aggression are factors associated
with higher crime rates. However, it is important to consider these aspects
within a broader social context, as they do not solely determine criminality
but interact with environmental influences.

Impact of Crime on Society

Crime as a social problem has far-reaching consequences that extend beyond
the immediate victims. It affects the social, economic, and psychological
well-being of communities and nations.

Social Impact

High crime rates erode community cohesion and trust, leading to social
fragmentation. Fear of crime can restrict individuals’ movements and
interactions, reducing social capital and participation in community life.
Additionally, crime can perpetuate cycles of marginalization and
stigmatization for affected groups, further entrenching social inequalities.

Economic Impact

The economic costs of crime are substantial, including direct losses from
theft and property damage, increased spending on law enforcement and criminal
justice, and decreased investment in high-crime areas. Businesses may
relocate, and property values can decline, reducing economic opportunities
and growth. Furthermore, victims of crime often face medical expenses and
lost productivity, which burden both families and society.



Psychological Impact

Victims and communities affected by crime frequently experience trauma,
anxiety, and reduced quality of life. The fear of victimization can lead to
stress and mental health issues, influencing overall public health. This
psychological toll underscores the importance of addressing crime not only as
a legal matter but as a public health concern.

Responses to Crime

Societies employ a range of responses to address crime as a social problem,
including prevention, enforcement, and rehabilitation efforts aimed at
reducing criminal behavior and its impacts.

Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice

Police, courts, and correctional institutions form the backbone of the
criminal justice system, responsible for enforcing laws and administering
justice. Effective policing strategies, fair judicial processes, and
correctional programs are critical components in controlling crime. However,
challenges such as systemic biases and resource limitations can affect the
efficacy of these institutions.

Crime Prevention Strategies

Preventing crime involves addressing its root causes and reducing
opportunities for criminal acts. Strategies include:

e Community policing to build trust and cooperation between law
enforcement and residents.

e Environmental design modifications to deter criminal activity, such as
improved lighting and surveillance.

e Social programs targeting at-risk youth to provide education,
mentorship, and employment opportunities.

e Public awareness campaigns to promote safety and crime reporting.

Rehabilitation and Reintegration

Rehabilitation programs aim to reduce recidivism by addressing the underlying
issues that contribute to criminal behavior. These may include substance
abuse treatment, vocational training, and counseling services. Successful



reintegration of offenders into society is essential for breaking the cycle
of crime and promoting social stability.

Challenges in Addressing Crime

Despite numerous efforts, addressing crime as a social problem presents
ongoing challenges that complicate prevention and control measures.

Social Inequality and Discrimination

Disparities in the criminal justice system, including racial and
socioeconomic biases, undermine public confidence and hinder effective crime
reduction. Marginalized communities often face disproportionate surveillance,
arrest, and sentencing, which perpetuates cycles of disadvantage and
criminality.

Resource Constraints

Limited funding and personnel affect the capacity of law enforcement and
social services to respond to crime adequately. Under-resourced agencies may
struggle to implement comprehensive prevention and rehabilitation programs,
reducing their overall impact.

Evolving Nature of Crime

The emergence of new forms of crime, such as cybercrime and transnational
organized crime, poses complex challenges requiring specialized knowledge and
international cooperation. Rapid technological advances often outpace legal
and enforcement frameworks, necessitating adaptive strategies.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main social factors contributing to
crime as a social problem?

Main social factors contributing to crime include poverty, lack of education,
unemployment, social inequality, family breakdown, and peer influence. These
factors can create environments where crime is more likely to occur.

How does crime impact communities socially and



economically?

Crime negatively impacts communities by reducing safety, lowering property
values, increasing fear among residents, and leading to higher costs for law
enforcement and social services. Economically, it can deter investment and
reduce employment opportunities.

What role does social inequality play in the
prevalence of crime?

Social inequality often leads to disparities in access to resources and
opportunities, which can foster frustration and marginalization. This
environment can increase the likelihood of criminal behavior as individuals
may resort to crime to meet needs or express discontent.

How can education help in addressing crime as a
social problem?

Education helps by providing individuals with knowledge, skills, and
opportunities that reduce the likelihood of engaging in criminal activities.
It also promotes social values, critical thinking, and can improve economic
prospects, thereby addressing root causes of crime.

What are effective social policies to reduce crime
rates?

Effective social policies include investing in education and job training,
providing social support services, addressing housing and poverty issues,
community policing, and rehabilitation programs for offenders. These
approaches target underlying social problems contributing to crime.

How does the media influence public perception of
crime as a social problem?

The media can shape public perception by highlighting certain crimes or
portraying crime rates inaccurately, which may lead to heightened fear or
misconceptions. Sensationalized reporting can influence public opinion and
policy decisions, sometimes overshadowing the social context of crime.

Additional Resources

1. Crime and Social Justice: Understanding the Roots of Criminal Behavior
This book explores the complex relationship between crime and social
inequality, examining how poverty, lack of education, and systemic
discrimination contribute to criminal behavior. It presents sociological
theories that link social structures to crime rates, emphasizing the need for
comprehensive social reform. Case studies highlight the impact of community



programs aimed at crime reduction and rehabilitation.

2. The Social Fabric of Crime: How Society Shapes Criminal Acts

Focusing on the societal factors that influence crime, this book analyzes the
role of family, peers, and social institutions in shaping individuals'
choices. It discusses the concept of social disorganization and how
breakdowns in community cohesion lead to increased crime. The author also
critiques policies that ignore social contexts and advocates for community-
based crime prevention strategies.

3. Urban Crime and Social Policy: Challenges and Solutions

This book delves into the prevalence of crime in urban settings, linking it
to issues such as unemployment, housing instability, and urban decay. It
evaluates various social policies designed to address these problems and
reduce crime rates, including policing reforms and social welfare programs.
The text offers a critical perspective on the effectiveness of punitive
versus rehabilitative approaches.

4. Race, Crime, and Social Inequality

Examining the intersection of race and crime, this book highlights how racial
biases and systemic racism affect crime statistics and the criminal justice
system. It discusses disparities in arrest rates, sentencing, and
incarceration, and how these reflect broader social inequalities. The author
calls for policy changes aimed at achieving equity and justice for
marginalized communities.

5. Youth Crime and Social Environment: Causes and Interventions

This volume addresses the social factors that lead to juvenile delinquency,
including family dynamics, education, and peer influence. It reviews
intervention programs targeting at-risk youth and evaluates their success in
preventing criminal behavior. The book also emphasizes the importance of
early support systems and community involvement in reducing youth crime.

6. The Economics of Crime: Social Costs and Policy Responses

This book analyzes crime through an economic lens, considering the financial
impact of criminal activities on society. It discusses how economic
deprivation and inequality drive crime rates and evaluates cost-effective
policy measures to combat crime. The author also explores the balance between
punishment and prevention in creating safer communities.

7. Gender and Crime: Social Perspectives on Female Offenders

Focusing on the social dimensions of female criminality, this book challenges
stereotypes about women and crime. It explores how gender roles,
socialization, and victimization influence women's involvement in crime. The
text also reviews gender-responsive approaches in the criminal justice system
and support services for female offenders.

8. Substance Abuse and Crime: A Social Problem Intertwined

This book investigates the close relationship between drug and alcohol abuse
and criminal behavior. It examines social and economic factors that
contribute to substance-related crimes and the challenges of addressing



addiction within the criminal justice framework. The author advocates for
integrated treatment and social support as key components of crime reduction
strategies.

9. Media, Crime, and Public Perception: Shaping Social Reality

Exploring how media representations influence public attitudes toward crime,
this book critiques sensationalism and biases in news reporting. It discusses
the impact of media on fear of crime, policy making, and social stigma toward
offenders. The author encourages media literacy and responsible journalism as
tools to foster a more accurate and constructive public discourse on crime.
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crime as a social problem: Crime Talk Theodore Sasson, Crime in the streets has remained
consistently among the most conspicuous aspects of the American political landscape. Sasson argues
that the significance of our national pre-occupation with the issue depends on how it is constructed
or framed in the mass media and in everyday conversation. Drawing on the methodology for
analyzing issue frames in political discourse developed by William Gamson (who has contributed a
foreword to this book), Sasson identifies the five interpretative frames that comprise the crime
debate: Faulty System, Social Breakdown, Blocked Opportunities, Media Violence, and Racist
System. Tracking the performances of these frames in twenty small group discussions among black
and white urbanites, and in a sample of newspaper columns, he demonstrates that the two generally
conservative frames, Faulty System and Social Breakdown, are by far the most prominent. He
explains their prominence in the group discussions through a careful analysis of the ideational
resources (popular wisdom, personal experience, media discourse) used by the participants.
Sasson's empirical findings lead him to conclude that the American preoccupation with crime will
generate recurrent demands for a more expansive and punitive criminal justice system and new
support for conservative politicians and their causes. Apart from its contribution to the
understanding of the civic role of crime and of the politics of crime control, Crime Talk also
advances a methodology for framing popular discourse, and a theoretical perspective on how
ordinary citizens make sense of social problems. A study at the intersections of criminology and
political sociology, it will capture the attention of a wide range of social scientists, as well as
instructors in courses on social problems, the mass media and research methodology.

crime as a social problem: Constructing Social Problems Malcolm Spector, 2017-07-05
There is no adequate definition of social problems within sociology, and there is not and never has
been a sociology of social problems. That observation is the point of departure of this book. The
authors aim to provide such a definition and to prepare the ground for the empirical study of social
problems. They are aware that their objective will strike many fellow sociologists as ambitious,
perhaps even arrogant. Their work challenges sociologists who have, over a period of fifty years,
written treatises on social problems, produced textbooks cataloguing the nature, distribution, and
causes of these problems, and taught many sociology courses. It is only natural that the authors'
work will be viewed as controversial in light of the large literature which has established a sociology
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of a wide range of social problems-the sociology of race relations, prostitution, poverty, crime,
mental illness, and so forth. In the 1970s when the authors were preparing for a seminar on the
sociology of social problems, their review of the literature revealed the absence of any systematic,
coherent statement of theory or method in the study of social problems. For many years the subject
was listed and offered by university departments of sociology as a service course to present
undergraduates with what they should know about the various social pathologies that exist in their
society. This conception of social problems for several decades has been reflected in the substance
and quality of the literature dominated by textbooks. In '‘Constructing Social Problems', the authors
propose that social problems be conceived as the claims-making activities of individuals or groups
regarding social conditions they consider unjust, immoral, or harmful and that should be addressed.
This perspective, as the authors have formulated it, conceives of social problems as a process of
interaction that produces social problems as social facts in society. The authors further propose that
this proce

crime as a social problem: The Cambridge Handbook of Social Problems: A. Javier Treviio,
2018-03-22 The introduction of the Affordable Care Act in the United States, the increasing use of
prescription drugs, and the alleged abuse of racial profiling by police are just some of the factors
contributing to twenty-first-century social problems. The Cambridge Handbook of Social Problems
offers a wide-ranging roster of the social problems currently pressing for attention and amelioration.
Unlike other works in this area, it also gives great consideration to theoretical and methodological
discussions. This Handbook will benefit both undergraduate and graduate students eager to
understand the sociology of social problems. It is suitable for classes in social problems, current
events, and social theory. Featuring the most current research, the Handbook provides an especially
useful resource for sociologists and graduate students conducting research.

crime as a social problem: Social Problems and Public Policy Lee Rainwater, 1974
Deviance is by definition a social problem. Since deviant behavior violates the normative
expectations of a given group, deviance must be regarded as a problem for that group, since all
groups of people want their norms to be enforced. Many modern societies place considerable value
on personal liberty, so much so that interference with personal choices to deviate from group norms
can be justified only in terms of the potential damage that particular kinds of behavior might do to
the legitimate interests of others. Sociological research suggests that the social problem associated
with deviance is often the behavior of individuals who violate norms cannot be justified in terms of
basic values of liberty, social order, or justice. In other kinds of deviance, though, the social problem
is that people or, in a more organized way, social institutions, interfere with individual liberty and
self-realization. Each selection in this volume has been chosen to cover a full range of substantive
problematic issues, a range of social science perspectives that can be brought to bear on issues of all
kinds, and a range of social science methodologies used in studying modern society. Deviance and
Liberty is divided up into thirty-nine contributions and five main parts ranging from Modern
Perspectives on Deviance and Social Problems; Deviant Exchanges: Gambling, Drugs, and Sex;
Deviant Personal Control: Illness, Violence, and Crime; Deviance, Identity, and the Life Cycle; and
Moral Enterprise and Moral Enforcement. It is a welcome addition to the libraries of those
interested in the study of deviance or society as a whole.

crime as a social problem: Contemporary Readings in Social Problems Anna
Leon-Guerrero, 2008-11-21 Companion reader to Anna Leon-Guerrero's Social Problems - 2nd
Edition.

crime as a social problem: Thinking About Social Problems Donileen Loseke, 2017-07-05
The new second edition of this distinctive and widely adopted textbook brings into the classroom an
overview of how images of social problems can shape not only public policy and social services, but
also the ways in which we make sense of ourselves and others. It introduces two primary changes.
First, some attention is devoted to the new social movements that emphasize social change through
identity transformation rather than through structural change. Second, the text now also looks more
closely at the importance of emotions in constructing public consciousness of social problems.When



the first edition was published, Teaching Sociology noted, Loseke does a superb job explaining the
relationship between sociology and social problems in a text that is very well research and engaging,
yet with tremendous attention to detail and accuracy... [W]ould provide a solid base for any social
problems class. Contemporary Sociology wrote that the book is engagingly well written in a
personal, unpretentious style, and well informed by the author's knowledge of the professional
literature.

crime as a social problem: The Cambridge Handbook of Social Problems: Volume 2 A. Javier
Trevino, 2018-03-22 The introduction of the Affordable Care Act in the United States, the increasing
use of prescription drugs, and the alleged abuse of racial profiling by police are just some of the
factors contributing to twenty-first-century social problems. The Cambridge Handbook of Social
Problems offers a wide-ranging roster of the social problems currently pressing for attention and
amelioration. Unlike other works in this area, it also gives great consideration to theoretical and
methodological discussions. This Handbook will benefit both undergraduate and graduate students
eager to understand the sociology of social problems. It is suitable for classes in social problems,
current events, and social theory. Featuring the most current research, the Handbook provides an
especially useful resource for sociologists and graduate students conducting research.

crime as a social problem: Social Problems, Law, and Society Kathryn A. Stout, Richard A.
Dello Buono, William J. Chambliss, 2004-07-14 This volume represents a critical, issue-oriented
approach to law and society, emphasizing its important relationship to contemporary social
problems. Various empirical studies within the text explore the contradictory dynamics of class as
they relate to race and gender in both a national and global context, illustrating the dialectical
interplay between the state and social movements in the context of the larger political economy.

crime as a social problem: Social Problems in a Free Society Myles ]. Kelleher, 2004-09-02
The future of the sociologist's profession is jeopardized by an ongoing trend toward the politicization
of sociology and the radicalization of social problems. This book calls for the rethinking of the
culture of social, political, and economic liberty to create a resurgence of a sociological agenda.
Social Problems in a Free Society offers an original perspective on social problems such as violations
of the principles of individual rights and the free market. This book is a vision for reinvigorating the
discipline in a fashion undreamt of within the wearisome strains of today's radical social problems
theory.

crime as a social problem: Encyclopedia of Social Problems Vincent N. Parrillo, 2008-05-22
From terrorism to social inequality and from health care to environmental issues, social problems
affect us all. The Encyclopedia will offer an interdisciplinary perspective into these and many other
social problems that are a continuing concern in our lives, whether we confront them on a personal,
local, regional, national, or global level.

crime as a social problem: Social Problems Maxine P. Atkinson, Kathleen Odell Korgen,
2022-10-19 The Second Edition of Sociology in Action: Social Problems is ideal for teachers who
want to provide students with an active learning experience that relies less on lecturing and more on
discussion, collaboration, self-directed investigation, observation, analysis, and reflection. This text
is an effective tool for departments interested in bringing more students into the sociology major, as
it provides students with concrete ways to make use of sociological training in the real world.
Maxine P. Atkinson and Kathleen Odell Korgen engage students in active learning in class, on their
own, and in their local communities, as they explore a range of social problems and consider
sociological solutions to issues facing society today. Sociology In Action: Social Problems, Second
Edition is one of the volumes in our In Action series of undergraduate sociology texts. The two
signature features of this series are (1) a set of carefully developed and assignable learning activities
in each chapter; and (2) chapters contributed by authors who are both experts in their subjects and
committed to the kind of active learning promoted by the SIA texts. This title is accompanied by a
complete teaching and learning package in SAGE Vantage, an intuitive learning platform that
integrates quality SAGE textbook content with assignable multimedia activities and auto-graded
assessments to drive student engagement and ensure accountability.



crime as a social problem: Investigating Social Problems A. Javier Trevino, 2014-08-08
Each chapter in this innovative social problems text is written by a specialist or pair of specialists
from appropriate subfields within sociology. The typical single-author approach is limiting given the
complexity of the contemporary issues surrounding each social problem discussed. Involving many
content experts ensures that the theories, research, and examples used in each chapter will be as
current and relevant as possible. Chapters open with personal statements from the contributing
authors, discussing how they got involved with studying the problem they are writing about. Javier
Trevino serves as the general editor, making sure that each author follows the chapter template and
maintains a consistency in level and style.

crime as a social problem: Social Problems Anna Leon-Guerrero, 2010-09-16 With an
engaging writing style that has made it a popular choice at both 2- and 4-year schools, the Third
Edition of Anna Leon-Guerrero’s Social Problems textbook clearly presents contemporary social
problems and addresses their consequences while emphasizing community involvement by both
individuals and groups to achieve real solutions. With an overarching focus on social inequalities,
this proven text provides a platform for discussion that encourages critical thinking through
compelling illustrations, boxed features, learning checks, discussion questions, and online learning
tools, all designed to inspire hope rather than simply present a disheartening parade of maladies.

crime as a social problem: Handbook of Social Problems George Ritzer, 2004 Ritzer’s
Handbook of Social Problems offers a comprehensive treatment of today’s major societal issues. The
articles are authored by some of the top scholars in the field and address problem areas that will
capture the interests of students and professors alike. The international coverage is most welcome in
this time of intensifying global inequalities. -Nancy Jurik, Arizona State University The Handbook of
Social Problems: A Comparative International Perspective provides a unique, broadly comparative
perspective on the current state of social problems and deviance in a variety of societies around the
world. Editor George Ritzer, along with leading U.S. and international sociologists, examines the
relationship between social problems and a society’s level of development and affluence. The essays
in this volume focus on four interrelated issues involved in the relationship between social problems
and the level of development and affluence: - Less developed and less affluent societies are more
likely to experience a range of social problems than developed and affluent societies. - Affluence
causes or at least brings with it a series of social problems that do not exist in less affluent societies.
- It is only with affluence that certain things can come to be imagined as social problems, such as
excessive consumption. - The very affluence of a society makes it vulnerable to problems that would
not be social problems in poorer societies. The Handbook explores the theory of the weakness of the
strong--in other words, strong or wealthy nations may have greater vulnerability to some social
problems than less developed or affluent societies. This theory is clearly illustrated in this volume by
the aftermath of September 11, 2001depicting the vulnerability of the U.S. to social problems in
far-removed corners of the world. In addition, the international and comparative essays in this
volume cover other important issues such as the impact of modern technologies on social problems,
ecological problems, global inequality, health as a social problem, and much more. The Handbook of
Social Problems is a vital resource for sociologists and graduate students, as well as an excellent
addition to any academic library.

crime as a social problem: Social Problems Donileen R. Loseke, Joel Best, 2017 This collection
of focused essays is directed at several levels of students of social problems. It is accessible to the
uninitiated, who are not familiar with the constructionist literature, and aimed at those who are not
particularly interested in subtle theoretical and empirical issues of concern to academics studying
social problems from constructionist perspectives. Some readings focus on the construction of
problems by scientists and other professionals; others examine the work of social activists, mass
media, and social service personnel. Among the topics included are studies of social inequalities and
individual deviance; a comparison of the images of social problems in the United States with those in
other countries; and an examination of the importance of politics and power in constructing public
images of social problems. Constructionist perspectives have become the leading theoretical



approach for sociology and allied fields in studying social problems. Yet constructionists' impact on
the teaching of social problems has been far less dramatic. Undergraduate courses on social
problems are often subject to a theoretical barrage of eclectic perspectives. Just as the first social
problems textbooks did almost a century ago, textbooks continue to present a series of unrelated
chapters, each devoted to a particular social problem. Social Problems is an effort at systematic
analysis rather than random thought on the subject. Social Problems presents detailed case studies
demonstrating how constructionist perspectives can actually be applied to understand particular
social problems. While these articles can be read alone, the editors have organized these selections
to correspond with the chapter topics in the second edition of Donileen Loseke's Thinking about
Social Problems, an accessible introduction to constructionist approaches. At the same time, some
instructors who use this edited collection might wish to provide their own mix to the selection
process. Many of the contributions make multiple points and so reasonably could be used to
illustrate other basic texts or classic studies in the field of social problems. Donileen R. Loseke is
professor of sociology at the University of South Florida. Joel Best is professor and chair,
Department of Sociology and Criminal Justice, University of Delaware. He has also served as an
advisory editor for Aldine in the area of social problems.

crime as a social problem: Social Problems and Inequality John Alessio, 2016-04-01 Social
Problems and Inequality explores integrated and root-cause-based explanations of complex social
problems. Written in clear and understandable language, allowing it to be used for classroom
purposes, it addresses the most fundamental principles of how humans, acting through social units,
create, and eventually can remedy, social problems. With a central focus on the problem of
inequality and the manner in which this is manifested in crime, social class and stratification, this
book examines the key theoretical perspectives relevant to the study and solution of social problems,
whilst drawing upon rich illustrations and case studies from the US and Europe to offer a thorough
examination of the nature, common root causes and social remedies of social problems. Providing
discussions of both theoretical approaches and concrete applications, Social Problems and Inequality
investigates the sources of various prejudices and attitudes that contribute to social problems and
the associated issues of globalization, economic greed and imperialism. Accessible in style and
comprehensive in its coverage, this book will appeal to students and scholars of social problems
across the social sciences.

crime as a social problem: Social Problems and Social Justice Neil Thompson, 2017-09-16
Modern society is beset by a vast range of problems - such as poverty, homelessness and terrorism -
that cause immense suffering for a significant number of people. These social problems both reflect
and contribute to wider inequalities; consequently, in order to develop a true understanding of them,
we must consider the social injustices with which they are inextricably linked. In this
ground-breaking text, Neil Thompson turns his attention to the range of complex issues relating to
social problems and social justice, and the relationship between them. With the help of engaging
features that have become synonymous with his books, Thompson provides a clear exploration of
some key social problems currently challenging us, analysis of the connection between social
problems and social justice, and a review of how social policy initiatives to tackle these issues have
fared to date. Innovative and absorbing, Social Problems and Social Justice is essential reading for
students and practitioners across a wide range of social science disciplines and the social
professions.

crime as a social problem: Social and Psychological Problems of Women Annette U. Rickel,
Meg Gerrard, Ira Iscoe, 1984 This book in its diversity of topics reflects the re-emergence of concern
with women's issues in the last decade and the vigor and pioneering quality of scholarship in the
area. Such extensive, albeit uneven, development says something about the state of our society as
well, for organized scholarship is a form of problem solving, part of the process of working through
issues that come to the attention of observers of and commentators on the social world. Be we can
go further. By recognizing that the contemporary women's movement is not new, but is in keeping
with a stream of feminism at least 150 years old, we can encourage the current rekindling of interest



and consciousness to reflect contemporary events as well. -- xiii (foreword).

crime as a social problem: Brief History of Social Problems Frank J. McVeigh, Loreen
Therese Wolfer, 2004 In this book, Frank McVeigh and Loreen Wolfer take an historical approach to
examine the causes and conflicts behind ten major social problems that have existed for nearly 230
years. Using a critical thinking perspective of the history, sociology, politics, and economics of the
period, the authors analyze social problems as a series of conflicts between those with power and
those who were at one time virtually powerless. Embedded in this analysis is a discussion of how the
shift from a Gemeinschaft to Gesellschaft society has influenced how we address these problems.
Using these themes, McVeigh and Wolfer provide thought-provoking insight into the ways
individuals, groups, and social institutions change over time, gaining or losing power. The book
contains a preface by Arthur Shostak, Drexel University.

crime as a social problem: Introduction to Global Social Problems Isaac Zvi Christiansen,
2025-09-08 Introduction to Global Social Problems introduces undergraduate students to national
and international social problems from a critical sociological perspective. Isaac Zvi Christiansen
presents clear descriptions of each social problem, explains key concepts, and provides students
with the relevant theoretical tools needed to grasp the interconnected nature of these phenomena.
This volume covers significant and interconnected issues. The book begins with an explanation of
how corporate interests distort the depiction of social problems. Chapters 2 and 3 provide empirical
explorations of poverty and inequality on national and global scales, together with clear and
accessible expositions of relevant sociological theories. Chapter 4 examines health and educational
inequalities exacerbated by the economic inequalities discussed in Chapters 2 and 3. Chapter 5
introduces students to issues of racial inequalities in the United States and abroad, while Chapter 6
takes a comparative approach to examining crime and criminal justice. Chapter 7 examines
modern-day imperialism and war, with special attention given to the military industrial complex, and
a brief review of US interventions around the world in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries.
Chapter 8 examines politics and human rights, including a critical, historical, and sociological
analysis of Israeli settler-colonialism and successive US/Israeli assaults on Gaza. The book closes
with an examination of population and the environment, with special attention given to climate
change, and the pressing contradictions between capitalism and the environment. This textbook will
be a vital resource for introductory students across the social sciences, especially in sociology,
political science, and global studies. It provides critical wraparound coverage of the momentous,
embedded social problems that interconnect across social, national, and regional boundaries.
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