CRITICISM OF KOHLBERG'S THEORY OF MORAL DEVELOPMENT

CRITICISM OF KOHLBERG'S THEORY OF MORAL DEVELOPMENT HAS BEEN A SIGNIFICANT TOPIC IN DEVELOPMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY
AND ETHICS, AS RESEARCHERS AND SCHOLARS HAVE SCRUTINIZED VARIOUS ASPECTS OF L AWRENCE KOHLBERG’S INFLUENTIAL
FRAMEWORK. KOHLBERG’S THEORY, WHICH OUTLINES STAGES THROUGH WHICH INDIVIDUALS PROGRESS IN THEIR MORAL
REASONING, HAS BEEN PRAISED FOR ITS SYSTEMATIC APPROACH TO UNDERSTANDING MORAL DEVELOPMENT. HO\X/EVER/ IT HAS
ALSO FACED NUMEROUS CRITIQUES RELATED TO ITS CULTURAL BIAS, GENDER BIAS, EMPHASIS ON JUSTICE, AND THE
APPLICABILITY OF ITS STAGES. THIS ARTICLE WILL EXPLORE THE MAIN CRITICISMS OF KOHLBERG’S THEORY OF MORAL
DEVELOPMENT , EXAMINING THE THEORETICAL AND EMPIRICAL CHALLENGES IT FACES. ADDITIONALLY, THE DISCUSSION WILL
INCLUDE ALTERNATIVE PERSPECTIVES AND HIGHLIGHT AREAS WHERE KOHLBERG’S MODEL MAY FALL SHORT IN EXPLAINING MORAL
REASONING ACROSS DIVERSE POPULATIONS. THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS PROVIDE A COMPREHENSIVE ANALYSIS OF THESE
CRITIQUES AND THEIR IMPLICATIONS FOR MORAL PSYCHOLOGY.

CULTURAL BIAS IN KOHLBERG’S THEORY

GENDER Bias aND CARoL GILLIGAN’S CRITIQUE
e OVEREMPHASIS ON JUSTICE AND RATIONALITY
® MeTHoDOLOGICAL CONCERNS AND STAGE PROGRESSION

LiMTED CONSIDERATION OF EMOTIONS AND CONTEXT

CULTURAL BIAS IN KOHLBERG’S THEORY

ONE OF THE PRIMARY CRITICISMS OF KOHLBERG’S THEORY OF MORAL DEVELOPMENT CENTERS ON ITS CULTURAL BIAS.
KOHLBERG’S RESEARCH WAS PREDOMINANTLY CONDUCTED WITH WESTERN, EDUCATED, INDUSTRIALIZED, RICH, AND DEMOCRATIC
(\WEIRD) POPULATIONS, WHICH RAISES QUESTIONS ABOUT THE UNIVERSAL APPLICABILITY OF HIS STAGES. CRITICS ARGUE
THAT THE THEORY REFLECTS WESTERN VALUES, PARTICULARLY EMPHASIZING INDIVIDUALISM AND ABSTRACT PRINCIPLES OF
JUSTICE, WHICH MAY NOT BE AS RELEVANT OR PRIORITIZED IN NON-\WESTERN SOCIETIES.

Cross-CULTURAL VARIATIONS

STUDIES IN DIVERSE CULTURAL SETTINGS HAVE DEMONSTRATED THAT MORAL REASONING AND VALUES CAN VARY
SIGNIFICANTLY. FoR EXAMPLE, COLLECTIVIST CULTURES OFTEN EMPHASIZE COMMUNITY, HARMONY, AND SOCIAL ROLES RATHER
THAN INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS AND JUSTICE. AS A RESULT, INDIVIDUALS FROM SUCH CULTURES MAY NOT PROGRESS THROUGH
KOHLBERG’S STAGES IN THE PRESCRIBED MANNER OR MAY PRIORITIZE DIFFERENT MORAL CONCERNS. THIS CULTURAL DIVERGENCE
CHALLENGES THE ASSUMPTION THAT KOHLBERG’S STAGES REPRESENT A UNIVERSAL PATTERN OF MORAL DEVELOPMENT.

ETHNOCENTRISM IN MORAL REASONING

KOHLBERG’S FRAMEWORK HAS BEEN CRITICIZED FOR ETHNOCENTRISM, AS IT IMPLICITLY JUDGES MORAL REASONING BASED ON
W/ESTERN ETHICAL NORMS. THE STAGES PRIORITIZE JUSTICE-ORIENTED REASONING OVER OTHER MORAL DIMENSIONS SUCH AS
CARE, LOYALTY, OR RESPECT FOR AUTHORITY, WHICH MAY BE EQUALLY OR MORE IMPORTANT IN VARIOUS CULTURAL
CONTEXTS. THIS LIMITS THE THEORY’S EXPLANATORY POWER OUTSIDE WESTERN SOCIETIES AND CALLS FOR INTEGRATING
BROADER CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES INTO MORAL DEVELOPMENT RESEARCH.



GENDER BiAs AND CAROL GILLIGAN’S CRITIQUE

ANOTHER WELL-DOCUMENTED CRITICISM OF KOHLBERG’S THEORY INVOLVES GENDER BIAS, PARTICULARLY HIGHLIGHTED BY
PSYCHOLOGIST CAROL GILLIGAN. SHE ARGUED THAT KOHLBERG’S FOCUS ON JUSTICE AND RIGHTS REFLECTS A MALE-CENTRIC
VIEW OF MORALITY, NEGLECTING THE MORAL VOICES AND EXPERIENCES OF WOMEN, WHICH OFTEN EMPHASIZE CARE AND
RELATIONSHIPS.

GILLIGAN’s ETHICS oF CARE

GILLIGAN PROPOSED AN ALTERNATIVE FRAMEWORK KNOWN AS THE “ETHICS OF CARE,” WHICH CONTRASTS WITH KOHLBERG’S
JUSTICE-ORIENTED MODEL. HER RESEARCH SUGGESTED THAT WOMEN TEND TO APPROACH MORAL DILEMMAS WITH A FOCUS ON
INTERPERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS, RESPONSIBILITY, AND EMPATHY RATHER THAN ABSTRACT PRINCIPLES OF JUSTICE. THiS
PERSPECTIVE CHALLENGES KOHLBERG’S ASSUMPTION THAT HIS STAGES REPRESENT THE HIGHEST FORM OF MORAL REASONING AND
CALLS FOR RECOGNIZING DIVERSE MORAL ORIENTATIONS.

IMPLICATIONS FOR MORAL DEVELOPMENT THEORY

THE GENDER BIAS CRITICISM IMPLIES THAT KOHLBERG’S STAGES MAY NOT FULLY CAPTURE THE COMPLEXITY OF MORAL
DEVELOPMENT ACROSS GENDERS. |T SUGGESTS THE NEED FOR THEORIES THAT INCORPORATE MULTIPLE DIMENSIONS OF MORAL
REASONING, INCLUDING CARE, COMPASSION, AND CONTEXTUAL SENSITIVITY, TO PROVIDE A MORE INCLUSIVE AND ACCURATE
UNDERSTANDING OF HOW PEOPLE DEVELOP MORAL JUDGMENT.

OVEREMPHASIS ON JUSTICE AND RATIONALITY

KOHLBERG’S THEORY IS OFTEN CRITICIZED FOR PLACING EXCESSIVE EMPHASIS ON JUSTICE AND RATIONALITY AS THE CORE OF
MORAL DEVELOPMENT. W/HILE JUSTICE IS UNDENIABLY A CRUCIAL MORAL PRINCIPLE, CRITICS ARGUE THAT MORALITY
ENCOMPASSES A BROADER RANGE OF VALUES AND MOTIVATIONS THAT KOHLBERG’S MODEL UNDERREPRESENTS.

LIMITATIONS OF RATIONALIST MODELS

THE THEORY’S FOCUS ON LOGICAL REASONING AND ABSTRACT PRINCIPLES MAY OVERLOOK THE ROLE OF EMOTIONS, INTUITION,
AND SOCIAL INFLUENCES IN MORAL JUDGMENT. MORAL DECISIONS ARE NOT ALWAYS MADE THROUGH DETACHED REASONING BUT
ARE OFTEN SHAPED BY EMPATHY, MORAL EMOTIONS SUCH AS GUILT OR SHAME, AND CULTURAL NARRATIVES. THIS LIMITATION
REDUCES THE ECOLOGICAL VALIDITY OF KOHLBERG’S STAGES.

OTHER MORAL FOUNDATIONS

RESEARCH IN MORAL PSYCHOLOGY, SUCH AS MoRrAL FOUNDATIONS THEORYI POINTS TO MULTIPLE FOUNDATIONAL MORAL
CONCERNS, INCLUDING CARE/HARM/ LOYALTY/BETRAYAL/ AUTHORITY/SUBVERSION, AND SANCTITY/DEGRADATION. KOHLBERG’S
EXCLUSIVE FOCUS ON JUSTICE FAILS TO ADDRESS THESE DIVERSE MORAL DIMENSIONS, WHICH PLAY A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN
EVERYDAY MORAL REASONING AND BEHAVIOR.

MeTHODOLOGICAL CONCERNS AND STAGE PROGRESSION

SEVERAL METHODOLOGICAL CRITICISMS HAVE BEEN RAISED REGARDING THE RESEARCH DESIGN AND ASSUMPTIONS UNDERPINNING
KOHLBERG’S STAGES OF MORAL DEVELOPMENT. THESE CONCERNS QUESTION THE ROBUSTNESS AND UNIVERSALITY OF THE
PROPOSED STAGE PROGRESSION.



STAGE RIGIDITY AND SEQUENTIAL DEVELOPMENT

KOHLBERG’S THEORY POSITS THAT INDIVIDUALS PROGRESS THROUGH SIX DISTINCT STAGES IN A FIXED ORDER WITHOUT SKIPPING
STAGES. HO\X/EVER, EMPIRICAL EVIDENCE SUGGESTS THAT MORAL REASONING CAN BE MORE FLUID, WITH INDIVIDUALS DISPLAYING
REASONING FROM MULTIPLE STAGES DEPENDING ON CONTEXT. THIS CHALLENGES THE NOTION OF RIGID, LINEAR PROGRESSION AND
SUGGESTS A MORE DYNAMIC DEVELOPMENT PROCESS.

ReLIABILITY AND VALIDITY OF MORAL DILEMMAS

KOHLBERG’S ASSESSMENT METHOD, WHICH RELIES HEAVILY ON RESPONSES TO MORAL DILEMMAS, HAS BEEN CRITICIZED FOR ITS
ARTIFICIALITY AND LIMITED SCOPE. CRITICS ARGUE THAT HYPOTHETICAL DILEMMAS MAY NOT ACCURATELY REFLECT REAL-
WORLD MORAL DECISION-MAKING, AND RESPONSES CAN BE INFLUENCED BY FACTORS UNRELATED TO MORAL REASONING, SUCH AS
VERBAL ABILITY OR SOCIAL DESIRABILITY. THIS RAISES CONCERNS ABOUT THE RELIABILITY AND VALIDITY OF THE DATA
SUPPORTING KOHLBERG’S STAGES.

LiMmITED CONSIDERATION OF EMOTIONS AND CONTEXT

ANOTHER SIGNIFICANT CRITICISM OF KOHLBERG’S THEORY IS ITS INSUFFICIENT ATTENTION TO THE INFLUENCE OF EMOTIONS AND
SITUATIONAL CONTEXT ON MORAL DEVELOPMENT. THE THEORY IS PREDOMINANTLY COGNITIVE AND RATIONAL, TREATING MORAL
REASONING AS A DETACHED INTELLECTUAL PROCESS.

RoOLE oF EMOTIONS IN MORAL JUDGMENT

CONTEMPORARY RESEARCH HIGHLIGHTS THE CRITICAL ROLE OF EMOTIONS SUCH AS EMPATHY, COMPASSION, AND MORAL
OUTRAGE IN SHAPING MORAL DECISIONS. EMOTIONS CAN MOTIVATE MORAL BEHAVIOR AND INFLUENCE HOW INDIVIDUALS
INTERPRET MORAL DILEMMAS, A FACTOR LARGELY NEGLECTED IN KOHLBERG’S MODEL. THIS OVERSIGHT LIMITS THE THEORY’S
COMPREHENSIVENESS IN EXPLAINING MORAL DEVELOPMENT IN REAL-LIFE SITUATIONS.

CONTEXTUAL INFLUENCES ON MORALITY

MORAL REASONING DOES NOT OCCUR IN A VACUUM; SOCIAL, CULTURAL, AND INTERPERSONAL CONTEXTS SIGNIFICANTLY IMPACT
MORAL JUDGMENTS. KOHLBERG’S THEORY DOES NOT ADEQUATELY ADDRESS HOW THESE CONTEXTUAL FACTORS INTERACT WITH
MORAL COGNITION, WHICH RESTRICTS ITS APPLICABILITY TO COMPLEX, REAL-WORLD MORAL CHALLENGES.

SUMMARY oF Key CRITICISMS

e CULTURAL BIAS LIMITS UNIVERSAL APPLICABILITY.

o (GENDER BIAS OVERLOOKS THE ETHICS OF CARE PERSPECTIVE.

EXCESSIVE FOCUS ON JUSTICE AND RATIONALITY NEGLECTS OTHER MORAL DIMENSIONS.

METHODOLOGICAL ISSUES CHALLENGE STAGE PROGRESSION AND ASSESSMENT VALIDITY.

® |NSUFFICIENT INCORPORATION OF EMOTIONS AND CONTEXTUAL FACTORS.



FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS A COMMON CRITICISM REGARDING THE CULTURAL BIAS IN KOHLBERG'S THEORY
OF MORAL DEVELOPMENT?

KOHLBERG'S THEORY HAS BEEN CRITICIZED FOR CULTURAL BIAS BECAUSE IT IS BASED PRIMARILY ON \WESTERN PHILOSOPHICAL
TRADITIONS AND MAY NOT ACCURATELY REPRESENT MORAL REASONING IN NON-W/ESTERN CULTURES WHERE COMMUNITY AND
RELATIONSHIPS ARE EMPHASIZED OVER INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS.

How DO CRITICS ARGUE KOHLBERG'S THEORY OVERLOOKS THE ROLE OF EMOTIONS IN
MORAL DEVELOPMENT?

CRITICS ARGUE THAT KOHLBERG'S THEORY FOCUSES HEAVILY ON COGNITIVE REASONING AND STAGES OF MORAL THOUGHT,
NEGLECTING THE INFLUENCE OF EMOTIONS, EMPATHY, AND INTUITION, WHICH ARE CRUCIAL COMPONENTS IN MORAL DECISION-
MAKING.

\WHY IS KOHLBERG'S THEORY CRITICIZED FOR ITS GENDER BIAS?

CAROL GILLIGAN AND OTHER RESEARCHERS HAVE CRITICIZED KOHLBERG'S THEORY FOR BEING MALE-CENTRIC, AS IT EMPHASIZES
JUSTICE AND RIGHTS, WHICH MAY NOT FULLY CAPTURE THE MORAL REASONING STYLE OFTEN OBSERVED IN FEMALES, WHO MAY
PRIORITIZE CARE AND RELATIONSHIPS.

\W/HAT CONCERNS EXIST ABOUT THE STAGE-BASED STRUCTURE OF KOHLBERG'S
THEORY?

SOME CRITICS ARGUE THAT MORAL DEVELOPMENT IS NOT AS LINEAR OR STAGE-LIKE AS KOHLBERG PROPOSED, INDIVIDUALS MAY
REASON AT DIFFERENT STAGES SIMULTANEOUSLY OR REGRESS DEPENDING ON CONTEXT, SUGGESTING A MORE FLUID AND LESS
HIERARCHICAL DEVELOPMENT PROCESS.

How IS KOHLBERG'S RELIANCE ON HYPOTHETICAL MORAL DILEMMAS VIEWED
CRITICALLY?

KOHLBERG'S USE OF HYPOTHETICAL SCENARIOS TO ASSESS MORAL REASONING HAS BEEN CRITICIZED BECAUSE THESE DILEMMAS
MAY NOT REFLECT REAL-LIFE MORAL DECISIONS, WHICH ARE OFTEN MORE COMPLEX AND INFLUENCED BY SITUATIONAL FACTORS
AND EMOTIONS.

Does KOHLBERG'S THEORY ADEQUATELY ADDRESS MORAL BEHAVIOR, OR IS IT LIMITED
TO MORAL REASONING?

A KEY CRITICISM IS THAT KOHLBERG'S THEORY FOCUSES ON MORAL REASONING RATHER THAN ACTUAL MORAL BEHAVIOR,
MEANING THAT KNOWING WHAT IS MORALLY RIGHT DOES NOT NECESSARILY PREDICT HOW INDIVIDUALS WILL ACT IN REAL
SITUATIONS.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. RETHINKING MorAL DEVELOPMENT: CRITIQUES AND ALTERNATIVES TO KOHLBERG’S THEORY

THIS BOOK OFFERS A COMPREHENSIVE CRITIQUE OF KOHLBERG’S THEORY, HIGHLIGHTING ITS CULTURAL BIASES AND LIMITATIONS
IN ADDRESSING MORAL DIVERSITY. |T EXAMINES ALTERNATIVE FRAMEWORKS THAT INCORPORATE EMOTIONAL, SOCIAL, AND
CONTEXTUAL FACTORS IN MORAL REASONING. THE AUTHORS ARGUE FOR A MORE INCLUSIVE APPROACH THAT MOVES BEYOND
KOHLBERG’S STAGE-BASED MODEL.



2. BEYoND KOHLBERG: New PERSPECTIVES ON MORAL_JUDGMENT AND DEVELOPMENT

FOCUSING ON RECENT RESEARCH, THIS VOLUME CHALLENGES THE UNIVERSALITY OF KOHLBERG’S STAGES OF MORAL
DEVELOPMENT. IT CRITIQUES THE OVEREMPHASIS ON JUSTICE REASONING AND INTRODUCES PERSPECTIVES THAT EMPHASIZE CARE,
EMPATHY, AND RELATIONAL DYNAMICS. THE BOOK PROVIDES EMPIRICAL EVIDENCE THAT QUESTIONS THE LINEAR PROGRESSION
PROPOSED BY KOHLBERG.

3. THE LimiTs oF MorAL REASONING: A CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF KOHLBERG’S FRAMEW ORK

THIS CRITICAL ANALYSIS EXPLORES THE THEORETICAL AND METHODOLOGICAL WEAKNESSES IN KOHLBERG’S MODEL. |T DISCUSSES
HOW THE THEORY UNDERREPRESENTS GENDER DIFFERENCES AND OVERLOOKS THE ROLE OF EMOTIONS IN MORAL DECISION-MAKING.
THE AUTHOR ALSO CRITIQUES THE RELIANCE ON HYPOTHETICAL DILEMMAS RATHER THAN REAL-LIFE MORAL SITUATIONS.

4. GENDER AND MORALITY: CHALLENGING KOHLBERG’S STAGE THEORY

THIS WORK SPECIFICALLY ADDRESSES CAROL GILLIGAN’S FEMINIST CRITIQUE OF KOHLBERG, EMPHASIZING THE MORAL REASONING
STYLES OF WOMEN. |T ARGUES THAT KOHLBERG’S THEORY IS MALE-CENTRIC AND FAILS TO CAPTURE THE ETHICS OF CARE
PREVALENT IN FEMALE MORAL DEVELOPMENT. THE BOOK INTEGRATES FEMINIST PSYCHOLOGY WITH MORAL DEVELOPMENT THEORY.

5. CULTURAL DiMENSIONS oF MorAL DeEVELOPMENT: A CRITIQUE OF KOHLBERG’S UNIVERSALITY CLAIM

THIS BOOK EXAMINES CROSS-CULTURAL RESEARCH THAT QUESTIONS KOHLBERG’S CLAIM OF UNIVERSAL STAGES OF MORAL
DEVELOPMENT. |T HIGHLIGHTS HOW CULTURAL NORMS AND VALUES SHAPE MORAL REASONING DIFFERENTLY ACROSS SOCIETIES.
THE AUTHOR ADVOCATES FOR CULTURALLY SENSITIVE MODELS THAT RECOGNIZE DIVERSE MORAL FRAMEW ORKS.

6. EMOTION AND MORALITY: REVISITING KOHLBERG’S COGNITIVE FOCUS

ARGUING THAT KOHLBERG’S THEORY OVERLY EMPHASIZES COGNITIVE REASONING, THIS BOOK EXPLORES THE INTEGRAL ROLE OF
EMOTIONS IN MORAL DEVELOPMENT. |T REVIEWS PSYCHOLOGICAL AND NEUROSCIENTIFIC STUDIES DEMONSTRATING HOW FEELINGS
INFLUENCE MORAL JUDGMENTS. THE AUTHOR CALLS FOR A MORE BALANCED APPROACH THAT INCORPORATES AFFECTIVE AS WELL
AS COGNITIVE COMPONENTS.

7. PrACTICAL ETHICS AND MORAL DEVELOPMENT: CRITIQUING KOHLBERG’S HYPOTHETICAL DILEMMAS

THIS BOOK CRITIQUES KOHLBERG’S RELIANCE ON HYPOTHETICAL MORAL DILEMMAS TO ASSESS MORAL REASONING. |T ARGUES
THAT SUCH DILEMMAS LACK ECOLOGICAL VALIDITY AND DO NOT ACCURATELY REFLECT REAL-WORLD ETHICAL DECISION-MAKING.
THE TEXT PROPOSES ALTERNATIVE METHODS THAT FOCUS ON PRACTICAL ETHICS AND LIVED EXPERIENCES.

8. SociaL CONTEXT AND MORAL GROWTH: LIMITATIONS OF KOHLBERG’S INDIVIDUALISTIC APPROACH

HIGHLIGHTING THE SOCIAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL INFLUENCES ON MORAL DEVELOPMENT, THIS BOOK CRITIQUES KOHLBERG’S
INDIVIDUALISTIC FRAMEWORK. |T DISCUSSES HOW RELATIONSHIPS, COMMUNITY, AND SOCIAL STRUCTURES PLAY A CRUCIAL
ROLE IN SHAPING MORAL VALUES. THE AUTHOR SUGGESTS INTEGRATING SOCIAL CONTEXT INTO MORAL DEVELOPMENT THEORIES.

9. REEVALUATING MORAL DEVELOPMENT: INTEGRATING CRITICISM OF KOHLBERGS THEORY

THIS EDITED VOLUME BRINGS TOGETHER VARIOUS SCHOLARS WHO CRITIQUE KOHLBERG’S THEORY FROM MULTIPLE ANGLES,
INCLUDING CULTURAL, GENDER, EMOTIONAL, AND SOCIAL PERSPECTIVES. |T OFFERS AN INTERDISCIPLINARY DIALOGUE AIMED AT
REFINING AND EXPANDING MORAL DEVELOPMENT THEORIES. THE BOOK SERVES AS A VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR UNDERSTANDING THE
COMPLEXITIES BEYOND KOHLBERG’S ORIGINAL MODEL.
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criticism of kohlberg s theory of moral development: The Development of Sociomoral
Knowledge Hugh Rosen, 1980 Home to the New York Yankees, the Bronx Zoo, and the Grand
Concourse, the Bronx was at one time a haven for upwardly mobile second-generation immigrants
eager to leave the crowded tenements of Manhattan in pursuit of the American dream. Once hailed
as a wonder borough of beautiful homes, parks, and universities, the Bronx became -- during the
1960s and 1970s -- a national symbol of urban deterioration. Thriving neighborhoods that had long
been home to generations of families dissolved under waves of arson, crime, and housing
abandonment, turning blocks of apartment buildings into gutted, graffiti-covered shells and empty,
trash-filled lots. In this revealing history of the Bronx, Evelyn Gonzalez describes how the
once-infamous New York City borough underwent one of the most successful and inspiring
community revivals in American history. From its earliest beginnings as a loose cluster of commuter
villages to its current status as a densely populated home for New York's growing and increasingly
more diverse African American and Hispanic populations, this book shows how the Bronx interacted
with and was affected by the rest of New York City as it grew from a small colony on the tip of
Manhattan into a sprawling metropolis. This is the story of the clattering of elevated subways and
the cacophony of crowded neighborhoods, the heady optimism of industrial progress and the despair
of economic recession, and the vibrancy of ethnic cultures and the resilience of local grassroots
coalitions crucial to the borough's rejuvenation. In recounting the varied and extreme
transformations this remarkable community has undergone, Evelyn Gonzalez argues that it was not
racial discrimination, rampant crime, postwar liberalism, or big government that was to blame for
the urban crisis that assailed the Bronx during the late 1960s. Rather, the decline was inextricably
connected to the same kinds of social initiatives, economic transactions, political decisions, and
simple human choices that had once been central to the development and vitality of the borough.
Although the history of the Bronx is unquestionably a success story, crime, poverty, and substandard
housing still afflict the community today. Yet the process of building and rebuilding carries on, and
the revitalization of neighborhoods and a resurgence of economic growth continue to offer hope for
the future.

criticism of kohlberg s theory of moral development: Moral Development: New research in
moral development Bill Puka, 1994 First published in 1994. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor &
Francis, an informa company.

criticism of kohlberg s theory of moral development: Lawrence Kohlberg, Consensus and
Controversy Sohan Modgil, Celia Modgil, 1986 First Published in 1986. Routledge is an imprint of
Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

criticism of kohlberg s theory of moral development: Encyclopedia of Criminal Justice
Ethics Bruce A. Arrigo, 2014-07-17 Federal, state, county, and municipal police forces all have their
own codes of conduct, yet the ethics of being a police officer remain perplexing and are often
difficult to apply in dynamic situations. The police misconduct statistics are staggering and indicate
that excessive use of force comprises almost a quarter of misconduct cases, with sexual harassment,
fraud/theft, and false arrest being the next most prevalent factors. The ethical issues and dilemmas
in criminal justice also reach deep into the legal professions, the structure and administration of
justice in society, and the personal characteristics of those in the criminal justice professions. The
Encyclopedia of Criminal Justice Ethics includes A to Z entries by experts in the field that explore
the scope of ethical decision making and behaviors within the spheres of criminal justice systems,
including policing, corrections, courts, forensic science, and policy analysis and research. This
two-volume set is available in both print and electronic formats. Features: Entries are authored and
signed by experts in the field and conclude with references and further readings, as well as cross
references to related entries that guide readers to the next steps in their research journeys. A
Reader’s Guide groups related entries by broad topic areas and themes, making it easy for readers
to quickly identify related entries. A Chronology highlights the development of the field and places
material into historical context; a Glossary defines key terms from the fields of law and ethics; and a
Resource Guide provides lists of classic books, academic journals, websites and associations focused



on criminal justice ethics. Reports and statistics from such sources as the FBI, the United Nations,
and the International Criminal Court are included in an appendix. In the electronic version, the
Reader’s Guide, index, and cross references combine to provide effective search-and-browse
capabilities. The Encyclopedia of Criminal Justice Ethics provides a general, non-technical yet
comprehensive resource for students who wish to understand the complexities of criminal justice
ethics. Key Themes: History of Criminal Justice Ethics General Criminal Justice Ethics Police Ethics
Legal Ethics Correctional Ethics Criminal Justice Cases and Controversies Technology, Crime, and
Ethics Ethics and Critical Criminology

criticism of kohlberg s theory of moral development: The Ability of Young Children to
Distinguish Between Morality and Convention Jorg Bottcher, 2002-12-13
Inhaltsangabe:Zusammenfassung: Diese theoretische Arbeit beschaftigt sich mit Thema, inwieweit
entwicklungspsychologische Forschungsbemihungen im Bereich der sogenannten ,frithen Moral“
Aufklarung zu der Frage beitragen, ob Kinder in der Lage sind, moralische von konventionellen
Normen zu unterscheiden bzw. sich diesen Unterscheidungen entsprechend zu verhalten.
Ausgegangen wird dabei von den Arbeiten Lawrence Kohlbergs, der die These vertrat, jungere
Kinder (unter 10 Jahre alt) seien in ihrem sozialen Verhalten nahezu ausschliefSlich daran orientiert,
Strafe zu vermeiden bzw. in egozentrischer Weise ihre Ziele zu verfolgen. Fahigkeiten zur
Perspektivenibernahme seien nicht vorhanden; echtes moralisches Verhalten (nach Kohlberg die
Orientierung des Handelns an MalSstaben der Gerechtigkeit) sei somit bei ihnen nicht moglich.
Innerhalb verschiedener Forschungsansatze wurde diese Sicht der moralischen Kompetenz jungerer
Kinder in Frage gestellt. Es stellte sich heraus, dass Kinder unter bestimmten Bedingungen sehr
wohl Entscheidungen treffen konnen, die sie mit Riickgriff auf moralische Normen begriunden. Sie
sind auch fahig, konventionelle von moralischen Normen zu unterscheiden, indem sie moralische
Verhaltensregeln beispielsweise als weniger veranderbar betrachten als Konventionen. In meinem
Uberblick stelle ich die verschiedenen theoretischen und methodologischen Vorgehensweisen der
Ansatze dar und arbeite heraus, welche Unterschiede in den Forschungsmethoden zu welchen
Unterschieden in der Beurteilung der moralischen Entwicklung von Kindern fuhren. Dabei stellt sich
unter anderem heraus, dass bestimmte Untersuchungsdesigns geradezu verhindern, dass Kinder
innerhalb dieser Untersuchungen moralisches Verhalten zeigen konnen. Es ergibt sich ein durch die
neueren Ansatze erweitertes und differenzierteres Bild in bezug auf die moralischen Fahigkeiten von
Kindern, als das von Kohlberg propagierte. Wie ich aufzeige, bedeutet dies jedoch in keiner Weise,
dass Kohlberg durch die neueren Ansatze ,widerlegt” wurde. Es wird vielmehr deutlich, dass
Einseitigkeiten bzw. blinde Flecken in den Forschungsansatzen sowohl bei Kohlberg als auch bei
seinen Kritikern zu den dargestellten unterschiedlichen Ergebnissen gefiihrt haben, und dass es
darum notwendig ist, die unterschiedlichen Ansatze zu integrieren. Abstract: In this diploma thesis I
want to consider several approaches in the area of moral development research. Given the theory of
Lawrence Kohlberg, young [...]

criticism of kohlberg s theory of moral development: The Ability of Young Children to
Distinguish Between Morality and Convention Joerg Boettcher, 2008-09-29 Diploma Thesis from
the year 2001 in the subject Psychology - Developmental Psychology, grade: 1,0, Free University of
Berlin, 95 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: In this diploma thesis I want to
consider several approaches in the area of moral development research.Given the theory of
Lawrence Kohlberg, young children (younger than 10 years of age) seem to stay completely under
the constraints of authorities and rules. According to Kohlberg, children's social judgments and
behaviors are determined by instrumental aims to satisfy their own needs and wishes, or to avoid
punishment. In this regard, the helping of others or meeting the needs of others is only motivated by
instrumental considerations. Thus, in Kohlberg's view young children are not able to think or to act
in a genuinely moral way. In reaction to Kohlberg, other researchers have suggested that young
children are capable to make genuinely moral judgments and to act in a moral way. Eisenberg (e.g.
1986) has suggested that young children can have empathic or altruistic feelings which lead them to
conduct prosocial acts. Other researchers (e.g. Keller, 1996; Nunner-Winkler, 1993) assert that



children under the age of ten years are able to understand and feel moral emotions, which they
consider as constitutive or as indicators for morality. Turiel and his associates (e.g. Turiel, 1983)
suggest that even children at about 2 years of age are able to differentiate between a moral,
conventional, and personal domain of social knowledge, and that children subordinate the
importance of personal and conventional rules under the importance of moral rules. These
approaches to the morality of young children revealed differing results to differing aspects of
morality. The aim of my work is to examine the above mentioned approaches in order to evaluate the
obvious differences between their obtained results and the results of Kohlberg. My questions are: Is
Kohlberg's approach of using authority dile

criticism of kohlberg s theory of moral development: Nature And Determinants of
Socio-Moral Development: Theories, Methods and Applications Alessandra Geraci, Paola Rigo,
Laura Franchin, Aner Govrin, 2023-11-09

criticism of kohlberg s theory of moral development: Conflict, Contradiction, and
Contrarian Elements in Moral Development and Education Larry Nucci, 2005-01-15 The premise of
this book is that individuals and societies have an inexorable urge to morally develop by challenging
the assumptions of the previous generation in terms of what is right and wrong. The focus is on the
nature and functional value of conflicts and challenges to the dominant moral and social values
framework. Through this analysis, individuals develop moral character through conflict with their
local authority figures, including parents. The moral structure of societies evolves through
intergenerational challenges to and contradictions with the dominant social order. The book is
divided into three parts to help frame this discussion: *Part I directly takes up the issue of resistance
as it occurs at a cultural level, and the implications of such resistance for moral education and
socialization. *Part II explores the normative forms of adolescent resistance and contrarian behavior
that vex parents and teachers alike. *Part III brings back the issue of societal structure and culture
to illustrate how negative features of society--such as racial discrimination and economic
disparity--can feed into the construction of negative moral identity in youth posing challenges to
moral education. Taken together, this collection presents a rich counterpoint to the pictures of moral
growth as the progressive sophistication of moral reasoning or the gradual accretion of moral
virtues and cultural values. It will benefit those in developmental, social, and cognitive psychology,
as well as sociology, political science, and education.

criticism of kohlberg s theory of moral development: Lawrence Kohlberg Mark
Woodward, 1986-05-22 First published in 1986. This is part of the five-edition of Consensus and
Controversy collection, with this volume focussing on Lawrence Kohlberg of Harvard University. The
volume has been greatly enhanced by the recognition given to it by Lawrence Kohlberg, who has
written the concluding chapter. For nearly thirty years, Lawrence Kohlberg has amplified his
cognitivedevelopmental theory of moralization which has become prominent in the analysis of moral
development and its consequent application to moral education.

criticism of kohlberg s theory of moral development: 22 Topic-wise CTET Paper 2 Social
Science/ Studies Previous Year Solved Papers (2024 - 2011) Class 6 - 8 Teachers | Child
Development & Pedagogy, English & Hindi Language Disha Experts, 2024-10-22 The First edition of
the book 22 TOPIC -WISE CTET Paper 2 Social Science/ Studies Solved Papers (2024 - 2011) -
English Edition contains detailed Solutions to the Past 22 Solved Papers of the CTET exam from
2011 to 2024. # The past 22 CTET Solved papers included are : June 2011, Jan & Nov 2012, July
2013, Feb & Sep 2014, Feb & Sep 2015, Feb & Sep 2016 Papers, Dec 2018, July & Dec 2019, Dec
2020 & Dec-Jan 2021, Dec-Jan 2022, Aug 2023 & Jan -July 2024. # The past solved papers are
divided into 4 Sections and 80 Topics : Section I - CDP has 21 Topics; Section II- Social Science has
38Topics; Section III- English -11 Topics & Section IV- Hindi has 10 Topics. # The detailed solutions
are provided immediately after each topic. # Solutions are provided for each question. # The
languages covered in the tests are English (1st language) and Hindi (2nd language). # The book is
100% useful for UPTET, HTET, MPTET, CGTET, UKTET, HPTET, BTET, PTET and other STET Exam

criticism of kohlberg s theory of moral development: Moral Stages L. Kohlberg, C. Levine,




A. Hewer, 1983-11-22

criticism of kohlberg s theory of moral development: Ethics and Values in Social Work
Allan Edward Barsky, 2019-02-26 Students entering the field of social work need to develop a
real-world understanding of how to apply values such as respect, social justice, human relationships,
service, competence, and integrity in practice while managing the dilemmas that arise when social
workers, clients, and others encounter conflicting values and ethical obligations. This second edition
of Ethics and Values in Social Work offers a comprehensive set of teaching and learning materials to
help students develop the knowledge, self-awareness, and critical thinking skills required to handle
values and ethical issues in all levels of practice--individual, family, group, organization, community,
and social policy.

criticism of kohlberg s theory of moral development: 22 Topic-wise CTET Paper 2
Mathematics& Science Previous Year Solved Papers (2024 - 2011) Class 6 - 8 Teachers |
Child Development & Pedagogy, English & Hindi Language Disha Experts, 2024-10-22 The
First edition of the book 22 TOPIC -WISE CTET Paper 2 Mathematics / Science Solved Papers (2024
- 2011) - English Edition contains detailed Solutions to the Past 22 Solved Papers of the CTET exam
from 2011 to 2024. # The past 22 CTET Solved papers included are : June 2011, Jan & Nov 2012,
July 2013, Feb & Sep 2014, Feb & Sep 2015, Feb & Sep 2016 Papers, Dec 2018, July & Dec 2019,
Dec 2020 & Dec-Jan 2021, Dec-Jan 2022, Aug 2023 & Jan -July 2024. # The past solved papers are
divided into 5 Sections and 73 Topics : Section I - CDP has 21 Topics; Section II- mathematics has 15
Topics; Section III- Science has 16 Topics ; Section IV- English -11 Topics & Section V- Hindi has 10
Topics. # The detailed solutions are provided immediately after each topic. # Solutions are provided
for each question. # The languages covered in the tests are English (1st language) and Hindi (2nd
language). # The book is 100% useful for UPTET, HTET, MPTET, CGTET, UKTET, HPTET, BTET,
PTET and other STET Exam

criticism of kohlberg s theory of moral development: Child Development & Pedagogy
YCT Expert Team , 2022-23 TET/CTET (All States) Child Development & Pedagogy Solved Papers

criticism of kohlberg s theory of moral development: Child, Adolescent and Family
Development Phillip T. Slee, Marilyn Campbell, Barbara Spears, 2012-08-30 A comprehensive study
of human development from conception to adulthood, this book explores the foundations of modern
developmental thought, incorporating international research set within a cultural and historical
context.

criticism of kohlberg s theory of moral development: Learn Sociology Edward Brent,
Edward E. Brent, ]J. Scott Lewis, 2013-02-20 Learn Sociology creates a new paradigm for
student-centered learning in introductory sociology courses. Written with 21st century students in
mind, this text presents introductory sociology content in a highly interactive format that is both
easy to use and highly compatible with digital applications. Drawing on best practices in educational
pedagogy, Learn Sociology emphasizes immersive learning, an approach that pairs critical analysis
of sociological concepts with examples from everyday life to engage students actively with the
material. Weaved through the text are recurring themes that put sociology into context, such as
social structure, social control, social inequality, the social construction of reality, scientific
knowledge, and social change. Learn Sociology optimizes learning through enhanced coverage,
study, testing, and review while emphasizing the applying that reinforces comprehension. Based on
a modular concept format, each chapter in Learn Sociology addresses a major concept in the
introductory sociology curriculum. Associated with each module are key learning objectives, preview
statements, illustrations, and a concept learning check assessment. With Learn Sociology, students
have access to immediate computer-based feedback on essay questions that helps them practice
writing and revising, reason critically, and grapple with real-world issues. All content in Learn
Sociology is highly visual, current, and easy to understand while avoiding distracting and off-topic
material. Visual overviews play to dynamic learning and underscore important points. The result is
an introductory sociology curriculum that is engaging, consistent, and complete while providing
students with a roadmap for learning, reviewing and self-assessment. Learn Sociology is a




comprehensive and integrated print and digital learning solution that transforms how students learn
and instructors teach by bringing together authoritative and interactive content aligned to course
objectives with adaptive study planning and remediation and learning analytics reporting tools.
Instructors and students can customize the learning experience with: Navigate Learn Sociology
Navigate Companion Website: Learn Sociology Digital eBook options For more information on
Navigate, visit www.jblnavigate.com. About The Learn Series Learn Sociology is a publication of The
Learn Series, a completely new course curriculum solution from Jones & Bartlett Learning that aims
to provide a fresh, integrated print and digital program solution for general education survey
courses. The Learn Series is produced with today''s digitally native students in mind by
re-envisioning the learning experience and focusing not just on what students learn but also how
students learn. The Learn Series is characterized by authoritative and notable authors; visual,
modular design; student-centered pedagogy; and integrated formative and summative assessments
that improve learning outcomes--features that allow instructors to easily customize and personalize
course curriculum. The Learn Series provides the most interactive and advanced curriculum solution
for today"'s student-centered learning environments by emphasizing the skills students need to
thrive in the 21st-century knowledge-based economy. Find out more about The Learn Series at
www.thelearnseries.com. FEATURE OVERVIEW Authoritative Content Developed by Leading
Authors in the Field The Learn Series authors have been carefully selected based on their academic
background and passion for teaching. All of The Learn Series authors have made significant
contributions to their fields of study. Highly Visual Design and Layout The innovative text design
features an abundance of large graphics and visual presentation of topics to support and encourage
analysis and synthesis of critical concepts. Modular Content Structure Every textbook in The Learn
Series includes comprehensive coverage of the subject matter. Within each chapter, content is
presented in modular format making it easy to customize for a 4, 6, 8, or 12- week program. Multiple
Delivery Formats The Learn Series is designed for multi-modal delivery. All print and digital content
is available in any format. Institutions, faculty, and students can choose from versions in PDF,
Vitalsource(tm), Direct Digital(tm), Kindle(tm), or formatted for smartphones or tablet devices.
Never before has a program been so comprehensive and flexible. Digital Learning Objects
Throughout The Learn Series, digital learning objects have been carefully curated to give students
maximum immersion in the subject matter. Students have the ability to activate concepts and
assessments as well as view concept-specific video or animations to further support learning.
Integrated Assessments--Formative and Summative Throughout The Learn Series, formative
assessment opportunities abound to give students ample practice building competence against
learning objectives. Summative assessments, such as Concept Learning Checks, are also included at
the end of each topical section to ensure students have complete mastery of core concepts. Effective
Pedagogy for Every Learning Style Today"s students are more diverse than ever before and as a
result, one size rarely fits all. The Learn Series includes effective pedagogy for multiple learning
styles including visual, auditory, and kinesthetic. Flexible Pricing Model-Complete Curriculum
Licensing Model The Learn Series is available by individual course, or as a complete series.
Institutions can choose a digital licensing model that ensures all students have multiple format
choices (print, digital, or hybrid) that suits their individual learning style. The digital licensing model
is significantly less than traditional print textbooks and can include a print option for students who
need print support. Appropriate for the introductory course in sociology. © 2014 | 772 pages
criticism of kohlberg s theory of moral development: The Moral Brain Jan Verplaetse, Jelle
de Schrijver, Sven Vanneste, Johan Braeckman, 2009-08-21 Scientists no longer accept the existence
of a distinct moral organ as phrenologists once did. A generation of young neurologists is using
advanced technological medical equipment to unravel specific brain processes enabling moral
cognition. In addition, evolutionary psychologists have formulated hypotheses about the origins and
nature of our moral architecture. Little by little, the concept of a ‘moral brain’ is reinstated. As the
crossover between disciplines focusing on moral cognition was rather limited up to now, this book
aims at filling the gap. Which evolutionary biological hypotheses provide a useful framework for



starting new neurological research? How can brain imaging be used to corroborate hypotheses
concerning the evolutionary background of our species? In this reader, a broad range of prominent
scientists and philosophers shed their expert view on the current accomplishments and future
challenges in the field of moral cognition and assess how cooperation between neurology and
evolutionary psychology can boost research into the field of the moral brain.

criticism of kohlberg s theory of moral development: Handbook of Educational
Psychology Lyn Corno, Eric M. Anderman, 2015-07-06 The third edition of the Handbook of
Educational Psychology is sponsored by Division 15 of the American Psychological Association. In
this volume, thirty chapters address new developments in theory and research methods while
honoring the legacy of the field’s past. A diverse group of recognized scholars within and outside the
U.S. provide integrative reviews and critical syntheses of developments in the substantive areas of
psychological inquiry in education, functional processes for learning, learner readiness and
development, building knowledge and subject matter expertise, and the learning and task
environment. New chapters in this edition cover topics such as learning sciences research, latent
variable models, data analytics, neuropsychology, relations between emotion, motivation, and
volition (EMOVO), scientific literacy, sociocultural perspectives on learning, dialogic instruction, and
networked learning. Expanded treatment has been given to relevant individual differences,
underlying processes, and new research on subject matter acquisition. The Handbook of Educational
Psychology, Third Edition, provides an indispensable reference volume for scholars in education and
the learning sciences, broadly conceived, as well as for teacher educators, practicing teachers,
policy makers and the academic libraries serving these audiences. It is also appropriate for graduate
level courses in educational psychology, human learning and motivation, the learning sciences, and
psychological research methods in education and psychology.

criticism of kohlberg s theory of moral development: Writing Between the Lines Douglas
Flemons, 2001-12 An accessible guide for writers in the social sciences. Author Douglas Flemons
walks readers through the process of researching, organizing, creating, and editing papers, theses,
and dissertations. The guiding premise here is that keeping track of relationships between words,
sentences, and paragraphs will enable writers to compose clear, thoughtful, aesthetic prose.
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