criminal psychology research questions

criminal psychology research questions form the foundation for exploring the intricate relationship
between human behavior and criminal activity. These questions drive the academic and practical
understanding of why individuals commit crimes, how offenders think, and the psychological factors
influencing criminal conduct. In this article, we will delve into a variety of criminal psychology research
questions that are pivotal for scholars, law enforcement professionals, and mental health experts. The
focus will include questions related to offender profiling, the role of mental illness in criminal behavior,
the impact of childhood experiences, and the effectiveness of rehabilitation techniques. Additionally,
the article will examine methodological considerations and ethical concerns in criminal psychology
research. Understanding these research questions helps to develop effective crime prevention
strategies and improve the criminal justice system. Below is an overview of the main sections covered

in this comprehensive guide to criminal psychology research questions.

Key Areas in Criminal Psychology Research

Research Questions on Offender Behavior and Profiling

Investigating the Role of Mental Health in Crime

Impact of Childhood and Environmental Factors

Rehabilitation and Recidivism Research Questions

Methodological and Ethical Considerations



Key Areas in Criminal Psychology Research

Criminal psychology encompasses a broad range of topics that seek to understand the psychological
underpinnings of criminal conduct. The key areas often studied include offender profiling, behavioral
analysis, mental health assessments, and the social and environmental influences on criminal
behavior. Research questions in these areas aim to identify patterns and causal factors that contribute

to criminal actions, as well as strategies for intervention and prevention.

Behavioral Analysis and Offender Profiling

Behavioral analysis is a crucial aspect of criminal psychology that involves understanding the thought
processes and patterns of offenders. Offender profiling uses psychological insights to predict
characteristics of unknown criminals based on crime scene evidence and behavioral patterns.
Research questions in this area focus on the accuracy, reliability, and practical applications of profiling

in criminal investigations.

Mental Health and Crime

Exploring the connection between mental health disorders and criminal behavior is an essential focus
within criminal psychology. Research often seeks to determine how various psychological conditions,
such as psychopathy, schizophrenia, or personality disorders, influence the likelihood of engaging in

criminal acts.

Environmental and Social Factors

Environmental influences, including family background, socioeconomic status, and exposure to
violence, play a significant role in shaping criminal tendencies. Research questions examine how these

factors interact with individual psychological traits to increase or decrease the risk of criminal behavior.



Research Questions on Offender Behavior and Profiling

Understanding offender behavior is fundamental to criminal psychology research. This section presents
research questions that explore the motivations, cognitive processes, and behavioral patterns of

criminals, as well as the utility of profiling techniques.

What psychological traits are most common among different types of
offenders?

This question investigates whether specific personality characteristics or psychological disorders are

prevalent among offenders categorized by crime type, such as violent crime, theft, or cybercrime.

How effective is criminal profiling in solving crimes?

Research in this area evaluates the success rate of profiling methods used by law enforcement and

the extent to which profiling improves the accuracy of suspect identification and case resolution.

What cognitive biases influence criminal decision-making?

Examining cognitive distortions and biases helps explain how offenders justify their actions or fail to
anticipate the consequences of their crimes, providing insight into prevention and rehabilitation

opportunities.

Investigating the Role of Mental Health in Crime

Mental health is a complex factor in criminal psychology, often intertwined with legal and ethical
considerations. The following research questions highlight the importance of identifying and

understanding psychological disorders in relation to criminal acts.



How do specific mental ilinesses correlate with types of criminal
behavior?

Researchers investigate patterns linking particular mental health diagnoses with certain offenses to

improve risk assessment and targeted interventions.

What is the impact of untreated mental iliness on criminal recidivism?

This question addresses whether the lack of mental health treatment increases the probability of

reoffending, emphasizing the need for integrated mental health services in the criminal justice system.

How effective are forensic psychological assessments in determining
criminal responsibility?

Research evaluates the accuracy and fairness of psychological evaluations used in court to assess an

offender’s mental state at the time of the crime.

Impact of Childhood and Environmental Factors

Childhood experiences and environmental conditions significantly influence criminal tendencies.
Criminal psychology research questions in this domain analyze how early life trauma, family dynamics,

and social context contribute to later criminal behavior.

What childhood risk factors are most predictive of future criminal
behavior?

This question explores the role of abuse, neglect, and exposure to violence in childhood as predictors

of delinquency and adult criminality.



How does socioeconomic status affect the likelihood of engaging in
crime?

Research investigates the relationship between poverty, education level, and crime rates, aiming to

identify social determinants of criminal behavior.

What role does peer influence play in juvenile delinquency?

Understanding the impact of peer pressure and social groups on young offenders provides insights into

prevention strategies targeting at-risk youth.

Rehabilitation and Recidivism Research Questions

Reducing recidivism is a primary goal of the criminal justice system, making rehabilitation a key topic
in criminal psychology research. This section explores questions related to the effectiveness of various

treatment programs and strategies for offender reintegration.

Which psychological interventions are most effective in reducing
reoffending?

Research evaluates cognitive-behavioral therapy, substance abuse treatment, and other psychological

interventions designed to modify criminal behavior.

How do social support systems influence offender rehabilitation?

This question examines the role of family, community programs, and employment opportunities in

facilitating successful reintegration and lowering recidivism rates.



What are the barriers to successful rehabilitation in different offender
populations?

Understanding obstacles such as mental health stigma, lack of resources, or systemic issues helps

improve rehabilitation strategies tailored to diverse groups.

Methodological and Ethical Considerations

Conducting research in criminal psychology involves complex methodological and ethical challenges.
This section outlines important research questions addressing these concerns to ensure scientific rigor

and ethical integrity.

What are the best research methods for studying criminal behavior?

Researchers consider qualitative, quantitative, and mixed-methods approaches to accurately capture

the complexity of criminal psychology phenomena.

How can researchers ensure ethical treatment of participants in
criminal psychology studies?

This question focuses on informed consent, confidentiality, and minimizing harm, especially when

working with vulnerable populations such as offenders or victims.

What challenges exist in measuring psychological constructs related
to crime?

Addressing issues of validity, reliability, and cultural bias in psychological assessments is critical for

producing trustworthy and generalizable findings.



Use of longitudinal studies to track offender behavior over time

Incorporation of neuropsychological testing to understand brain function in criminals

Application of ethical guidelines in experimental designs

Balancing public safety with individual rights in research settings

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some key research questions in criminal psychology?

Key research questions include understanding the psychological factors that contribute to criminal
behavior, the role of mental illness in crime, the effectiveness of rehabilitation programs, and the

impact of environmental influences on offenders.

How does criminal psychology research contribute to crime
prevention?

Criminal psychology research helps identify risk factors and early warning signs of criminal behavior,

aiding in the development of intervention strategies and policies to prevent crime before it occurs.

What role do childhood experiences play in criminal psychology

research?

Research often explores how adverse childhood experiences, such as abuse or neglect, influence the

development of criminal behavior later in life, highlighting the importance of early intervention.



How is offender profiling used in criminal psychology research?

Offender profiling involves analyzing criminal behavior patterns to predict characteristics of unknown

offenders, which assists law enforcement in investigations and understanding criminal motives.

What research methods are commonly used in criminal psychology?

Common methods include case studies, experimental designs, surveys, longitudinal studies, and

neuroimaging techniques to study brain activity related to criminal behavior.

How does criminal psychology research address the relationship
between mental iliness and crime?

Research investigates how certain mental disorders may increase the likelihood of criminal behavior,
differentiates between criminal acts and symptoms of iliness, and informs treatment and legal

decisions.

What are current trends in criminal psychology research?

Current trends include the integration of neuroscience, the study of cybercrime behavior, the impact of

social media on criminal activity, and the use of Al for predictive analytics in crime prevention.
How do cultural factors influence criminal psychology research?
Cultural factors affect definitions of criminal behavior, coping mechanisms, and rehabilitation

effectiveness, requiring research to consider cultural contexts when studying and addressing crime.

What ethical considerations are important in criminal psychology
research?

Researchers must ensure confidentiality, informed consent, avoid harm to participants, and handle

sensitive data responsibly, especially when working with vulnerable populations like offenders.



How can criminal psychology research improve rehabilitation
programs?

By identifying psychological traits and needs of offenders, research can tailor rehabilitation programs to

address underlying issues, reduce recidivism, and support successful reintegration into society.

Additional Resources

1. Inside the Criminal Mind: Understanding Psychological Motives

This book delves into the cognitive and emotional processes that drive criminal behavior. It explores
various psychological theories and case studies to uncover why individuals commit crimes.
Emphasizing research questions about motivation and mental disorders, it offers insights for both

students and practitioners in criminal psychology.

2. Forensic Psychology and Crime: Investigating the Mind Behind the Act

Focusing on the intersection of psychology and the legal system, this book addresses key research
questions about offender profiling, eyewitness testimony, and jury decision-making. It provides an
overview of forensic assessment techniques and the psychological factors influencing criminal

behavior. The text is rich with empirical studies and practical applications.

3. The Psychology of Serial Killers: Patterns and Profiling

This title investigates the psychological traits and backgrounds of serial killers. It poses research
questions about personality disorders, childhood trauma, and the neurological basis of repeated violent
crimes. Through detailed profiles and recent research, the book offers a comprehensive understanding

of serial offending.

4. Criminal Minds and Moral Reasoning: Exploring Ethical Judgments in Offenders
Examining how criminals perceive right and wrong, this book addresses questions related to moral
development and ethical decision-making in offenders. It integrates psychological theories with

empirical data to understand the role of morality in criminal acts. The book is valuable for researchers



exploring rehabilitation and prevention strategies.

5. Psychopathy and Crime: Assessing the Dangerous Mind

This work explores the characteristics of psychopathy and its correlation with criminal behavior. It
focuses on research questions about diagnosis, risk assessment, and treatment of psychopathic
offenders. The book combines theoretical frameworks with case studies and recent advances in

neuropsychology.

6. Juvenile Delinquency: Psychological Factors and Intervention Strategies

Addressing research questions about the causes and prevention of juvenile crime, this book examines
family dynamics, peer influence, and cognitive development. It presents evidence-based intervention
methods aimed at reducing recidivism among young offenders. The text is essential for those studying

developmental and criminal psychology.

7. The Role of Trauma in Criminal Behavior: Psychological Perspectives

This book investigates how exposure to trauma influences the likelihood of engaging in criminal
activities. It explores research questions on PTSD, abuse, and neglect as factors contributing to
offending. The author integrates clinical findings with criminological data to propose trauma-informed

approaches to criminal justice.

8. Neurocriminology: Brain Science and Criminal Behavior

Exploring the biological underpinnings of crime, this book delves into research questions about
genetics, brain injuries, and neurochemical imbalances. It examines how advances in neuroscience
contribute to understanding and potentially predicting criminal conduct. The book is highly relevant for

interdisciplinary research in psychology and criminology.

9. Victim-Offender Overlap: Psychological Insights and Implications

This title investigates the phenomenon where individuals are both victims and perpetrators of crime. It
addresses research questions related to risk factors, social environments, and psychological traits that
contribute to this overlap. The book offers a nuanced analysis useful for developing targeted

prevention and support programs.
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criminal psychology research questions: The SAGE Encyclopedia of Criminal Psychology
Robert D. Morgan, 2019-04-25 The SAGE Encyclopedia of Criminal Psychology will be a modern,
interdisciplinary resource aimed at students and professionals interested in the intersection of
psychology (e.g., social, forensic, clinical), criminal justice, sociology, and criminology. The
interdisciplinary study of human behavior in legal contexts includes numerous topics on criminal
behavior, criminal justice policies and legal process, crime detection and prevention, eyewitness
identification, prison life, offender assessment and rehabilitation, risk assessment and management,
offender mental health, community reintegration, and juvenile offending. The study of these topics
has been increasing continually since the late 1800s, with people trained in many legal professions
such as policing, social work, law, academia, mental health, and corrections. This will be a
comprehensive work that will provide the most current empirical information on those topics of
greatest concern to students who desire to work in these fields. This encyclopedia is a unique
reference work that looks at criminal behavior primarily through a scientific lens. With over 500
entries the book brings together top empirically driven researchers and clinicians across multiple
fields—psychology, criminology, social work, and sociology—to explore the field.

criminal psychology research questions: Criminal Psychology in Action David Canter,
2024-08-06 Criminal Psychology in Action provides a practical, hands-on introduction to criminal
psychology through unique projects for students, illustrating the many ways research into crimes
and criminals can be conducted. It also provides an overview of many individual and social
psychological theories of criminality. Drawing on over half a century of experience supervising
hundreds of projects at undergraduate, master’s, and doctoral levels, David Canter provides
well-grounded and detailed guidance for students of how to conduct a range of relevant and
interesting projects designed to engage students directly with empirical research. This includes
consideration of the ethical and practical issues of doing research in this area, as well as examples of
documents needed for informed consent and submissions to ethical committees. The range of
research designs described - laboratory experiments, surveys, case studies and simulations -
provide introductions to methodologies relevant to many other areas of research beyond criminal
psychology. Both engaging and interactive, this is an invaluable resource for instructors and
students from colleges and universities around the world in many different fields, such as
psychology, criminology, and socio-legal studies. It will also be of interest to all those who want to
know more about the psychology of crime and criminality.

criminal psychology research questions: Handbook of Psychology, Research Methods in
Psychology John A. Schinka, Wayne F. Velicer, 2003-03-19 Includes established theories and
cutting-edge developments. Presents the work of an international group of experts. Presents the
nature, origin, implications, an future course of major unresolved issues in the area.

criminal psychology research questions: Criminological Research for Beginners Laura
Caulfield, Jane Hill, 2014-04-03 Criminological Research for Beginners is a comprehensive and
engaging guide to research methods in Criminology. Written specifically for undergraduate students
and novice researchers, this book has been designed as a practical guide to planning, conducting,
and reporting research in the subject. By first inviting readers to consider the importance of
criminological research, the book places related methodology firmly in the context of students’
broader study of Criminology, before moving on to provide a detailed guide to the practical


https://admin.nordenson.com/archive-library-204/files?ID=gfA19-4453&title=criminal-psychology-research-questions.pdf
https://admin.nordenson.com/archive-library-206/Book?dataid=TNX28-1568&title=csulb-speech-and-language-clinic.pdf
https://admin.nordenson.com/archive-library-206/Book?dataid=TNX28-1568&title=csulb-speech-and-language-clinic.pdf

processes of research. It is common for Criminology undergraduates to feel intimidated at the
prospect of conducting their own research, and these students typically struggle to see the
relevance of research methods to their own studies. This book speaks directly to the needs of such
students, and includes contemporary examples and case studies that bring a topic that is often
thought of as dry to life, providing a thorough and accessible practical guide that students can
return to at each stage of their research, all the way through to their dissertation. This book covers:
an examination of the theoretical, political, and ethical debates in criminological research; a
complete guide to planning criminological research, assisting student researchers in identifying
their research questions, choosing their research methods, and critiquing the available literature;
guidance on the practicalities and processes of collecting data, a discussion of the process of
analysing data and writing up research, Including an extensive glossary and an integrated
companion website with extra examples, exercises, and videos to further develop students’
understanding, this book is essential reading for any undergraduate on a Criminological Research
Methods course, or for anyone in need of practical guidance on any or every of the various stages
involved in conducting thorough and effective criminological research.

criminal psychology research questions: Handbook of Psychology, Research Methods in
Psychology Irving B. Weiner, John A. Schinka, Wayne F. Velicer, 2012-10-16 Psychology is of
interest to academics from many fields, as well as to the thousands of academic and clinical
psychologists and general public who can't help but be interested in learning more about why
humans think and behave as they do. This award-winning twelve-volume reference covers every
aspect of the ever-fascinating discipline of psychology and represents the most current knowledge in
the field. This ten-year revision now covers discoveries based in neuroscience, clinical psychology's
new interest in evidence-based practice and mindfulness, and new findings in social, developmental,
and forensic psychology.

criminal psychology research questions: The ECPH Encyclopedia of Psychology , 2025-01-11
This encyclopedia volume comprehensively reflects the basic knowledge and the latest research
results in the field of psychology. In this reference book, the knowledge system, basic concepts,
basic theories, as well as important figures, representative works and institutions of psychology are
well organized in encyclopedic entries. The whole work includes more than 1,300 entries and about
570 figures, making it a full and detailed introduction to the origin and development of psychology.

criminal psychology research questions: Handbook of Research on School Violence in
American K-12 Education Crews, Gordon A., 2018-10-12 In recent years, the United States has
seen a vast increase in bloodshed stemming from violence within the education system.
Understanding the underlying factors behind these atrocities may be the first step in preventing
more brutality in the future. The Handbook of Research on School Violence in American K-12
Education provides emerging research exploring the theoretical and practical aspects of the
phenomena of school violence through the lens of social science and humanities perspectives.
Featuring coverage on a broad range of topics such as preventative measures, cyberbullying,
minority issues, risk factors, and dealing with the traumatic aftermath of such events, this book is
ideally designed for researchers, students, psychologists, sociologists, teachers, law enforcement,
school counselors, policymakers, and administrators seeking current research on the
interconnectedness between families, schools, bullying, and subsequent violence.

criminal psychology research questions: Doing Qualitative Research in Psychology
Michael A Forrester, 2012-08-14 Electronic Inspection Copy available for instructors here Providing
a complete introduction to qualitative methods in psychology, this textbook is ideal reading for
anyone doing a research methods course in psychology that includes qualitative approaches or
someone planning a practical project using qualitative methods. Not just another research methods
book, Doing Qualitative Research in Psychology is more a "how to do it" manual, linked with a
specifically designed set of digitised video recordings, transcripts and online resources to make
learning about qualitative methods as easy as possible. The primary resources are a set of online,
publically available video-recorded interviews produced by the editor and contributors to support



student learning. The text offers useful descriptions of how and why research questions are
formulated and explains the importance of selecting appropriate methods for research
investigations. Using examples from the specially produced data set, it describes four specific
qualitative methods, outlining - in its very clear "how to proceed’ style - how each of these methods
can form the basis of a qualitative methods laboratory class, practical or field study. As well as
covering key topics such as ethics, literature reviews and interviewing, the book also describes
precisely how research reports using qualitative methods are written up, in line with the appropriate
conventions within psychology.

criminal psychology research questions: Psychology and Law Friedrich Losel, Doris Bender,
Thomas Bliesener, 2011-06-15 No detailed description available for Psychology and Law.

criminal psychology research questions: Crime and Justice in Contemporary Japan Jianhong
Liu, Setsuo Miyazawa, 2017-12-15 This book provides an important overview of key criminology and
criminal justice concerns in Japan. It highlights similarities between the practice of criminology
research in Japan, as well as important differences, with other areas of Asia and with the West. In
previous decades, Japan attracted international attention as the only industrialized country where
the crime rate declined along with a rise in urbanization and economic development. Currently,
Japan still enjoys a declining crime rate (the lowest among major industrialized countries) and a
study of criminal justice practices in Japan may provide important insights for other regions. Japan
also experiences important contemporary challenges which are shared by other regions: 1. Japan
has the highest proportion of people over the age of 60 in the world. For criminology, this means key
challenges in the victimization of older people, as well as the challenges of an aging prison
population. 2. Besides the United States, Japan is the only developed country that still practices
capital punishment, and its rate has been on the rise in the past 20 years. 3. Japan has also
introduced new reforms in its law practice, including the introduction of new trial formats. The
research in this book provides a helpful overview for scholars interested in criminology and criminal
justice in Japan to understand the key issues of concern, and present a framework for future
research needs. It will be of interest to researchers in criminology and criminal justice, international
studies, Asian Studies, sociology, and political science.

criminal psychology research questions: Introduction to Policing Research Denise Martin,
Stephen Tong, 2023-12-05 This book offers a first-hand insight into the work of policing scholars and
the research that they undertake. Bringing together a range of leading scholars and drawing on a
range of pressing topics, it introduces the diverse nature of policing research, and the ethical and
practical challenges faced by policing researchers. Each chapter brings clarity to the concept of
empirical research within policing, introduces readers to the theoretical explanations and
assumptions that underpin the rational of research design in policing, as well as considering the
limitations of research. Topics include: ¢ research methods in police research; ¢ police
professionalisation; ¢ police and diversity; * police leadership; * undercover policing; ¢ police and
vulnerability; ¢ activist research; ¢ social media and policing. This revised and expanded new edition
includes more focus on the role of research in policing, police and academic partnerships and
practitioners as researchers, as well as a brand new section offering international perspectives on
policing research. Brimming with practical examples, case studies, key learning points and practical
advice, this book is essential reading for Professional Policing students, as well as early-career
researchers and those engaged with criminological research methods.

criminal psychology research questions: Research Anthology on Rehabilitation
Practices and Therapy Management Association, Information Resources, 2020-08-21 The
availability of practical applications, techniques, and case studies by international therapists is
limited despite expansions to the fields of clinical psychology, rehabilitation, and counseling. As
dialogues surrounding mental health grow, it is important to maintain therapeutic modalities that
ensure the highest level of patient-centered rehabilitation and care are met across global networks.
Research Anthology on Rehabilitation Practices and Therapy is a vital reference source that
examines the latest scholarly material on trends and techniques in counseling and therapy and




provides innovative insights into contemporary and future issues within the field. Highlighting a
range of topics such as psychotherapy, anger management, and psychodynamics, this multi-volume
book is ideally designed for mental health professionals, counselors, therapists, clinical
psychologists, sociologists, social workers, researchers, students, and social science academicians
seeking coverage on significant advances in rehabilitation and therapy.

criminal psychology research questions: Student Research and Report Writing Gabe T.
Wang, Keumjae Park, 2016-01-26 This is an invaluable, concise, all-in-one guide for carrying out
student research and writing a paper, adaptable to course use and suitable for use by students
independently, it successfully guides students along every step of the way. Allows students to better
manage their research projects Exercises and worksheets break down the research process into
small steps and walk students through each stage of the research project Offers real-world and lively
examples that are attractive and relevant to students Based on twenty years of experience in
teaching research techniques to students in a way that avoids the methodology “overkill” from
encyclopaedic and intimidating textbooks Accompanying website includes powerpoint lecture slides
for instructors and helpful links to video resources for student. Visit
www.wiley.com\go\wang\researchreportwriting

criminal psychology research questions: The Psychology Research Handbook Frederick
T. L. Leong, James T. Austin, 2006 This research guide includes practical instructions for graduate
students and research assistants on the process of research planning and design, data collection and
analysis and the writing of results. It also features chapters co-written by advanced research
students providing real-world examples.

criminal psychology research questions: Introduction to Criminology Gilad James, PhD,
Introduction to criminology is a course that provides an overview of the study of crime and criminal
behavior. This includes a focus on the theories, policies, and practices related to the prevention,
control, and treatment of crime. The course covers topics such as the nature and extent of crime,
theories of criminal behavior (such as classical, biological, and psychological perspectives), the role
of the criminal justice system, and types of crime (such as property, violent, and white-collar crime).
One key theme of the course is the interdisciplinary nature of criminology. The field draws on
insights from psychology, sociology, law, and other disciplines to understand the causes and
consequences of crime. The course also highlights how criminology operates at different levels of
analysis, from individual-level factors that contribute to criminality to macro-level forces that shape
crime rates across regions and countries. Throughout the course, students are encouraged to
critically evaluate the strengths and limitations of different criminological theories and to consider
how these theories can inform policy and practice in the criminal justice system.

criminal psychology research questions: Subject Headings Used in the Dictionary
Catalogs of the Library of Congress [from 1897 Through June 1964] Library of Congress.
Subject Cataloging Division, 1966

criminal psychology research questions: Subject Headings Used in the Dictionary Catalogs
of the Library of Congress Library of Congress, Library of Congress. Subject Cataloging Division,
1966

criminal psychology research questions: Autism and COVID-19 Matthew Bennett, Emma
Goodall, 2022-09-27 Autism and COVID-19 both reviews the existing literature and presents new
findings from a survey distributed to autistics and parents of autistics during the pandemic, all of
which offer a unique and timely contribution to researchers, academics, practitioners, and those
working with autistics and their families.

criminal psychology research questions: Research Methods in Forensic Psychology
Barry Rosenfeld, Steven D. Penrod, 2011-04-12 The only professional resource to focus exclusively
on research methods in forensic psychology With specific advice on topics of particular importance
to forensic specialists, Research Methods in Forensic Psychology presents state-of-the-discipline
summaries of the issues that relate to psychology and law research. Edited by renowned experts in
the field, this resource features contributions by leading scholars in forensic psychology and law,



with discussion of relevant topics such as: Meta-analysis Jury decision making Internet-based data
collection Legal research techniques for the social scientist Offender treatment Competence to stand
trial Criminal profiling False confessions and interrogations Trial-related psycho-legal issues
Accuracy of eyewitnesses and children Violence risk assessment This comprehensive guide is
designed for a wide range of scholars and legal professionals, presenting a succinct overview of the
field of psychology and law as viewed by some of the world's foremost experts.

criminal psychology research questions: Research Methods for Forensic Psychologists
Sarah Brown, Emma Sleath, 2015-06-26 Research Methods for Forensic Psychologists is an
accessible and comprehensive textbook that introduces students to the research process in forensic
psychology. Adopting a problem-based learning approach, this book offers a ‘how-to’ guide to the
whole research process and empowers readers to develop their own programme of research, from
initial vague ideas, to developing a research question, to carrying out a methodologically rigorous
research project, to disseminating the findings. The text is centred on five case studies, sufficiently
different in nature to address the most common research methodologies. Each case study is linked
with a specific research question that will be used to illustrate the research process throughout the
rest of the book. Topics covered in the book include: Design and Planning, including a literature
search, a discussion of different sorts of data, practical and feasibility issues, research ethics and
developing a research proposal. Conducting research, including the submission of ethics proposals
and responding to feedback, collecting data and dealing with the problems and challenges of
analysing data. Dissemination of findings, an overview of the different types of papers, with
examples listed and other methods of disseminating findings discussed, such as conference
presentations and the use of social media. Throughout, issues of common difficulty or confusion are
highlighted and activities are provided for readers to consider and apply the information discussed
further. Additional reading sections and summaries are also provided at the end of each chapter.
This book is essential reading for advanced students in Forensic Psychology, as well as trainees and
practitioners within relevant forensic psychology organisations.
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