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crime scene investigator test is an essential step for those aspiring to
enter the forensic science field and work as professionals in crime scene
analysis. This test evaluates a candidate's knowledge, skills, and aptitude
related to the collection, preservation, and analysis of physical evidence
from crime scenes. Understanding the format, content, and preparation
strategies for the crime scene investigator test can significantly enhance
the chances of success. This article delves into the structure of the exam,
the types of questions typically asked, required qualifications, and tips for
effective preparation. Additionally, it explores the role and
responsibilities of crime scene investigators to provide comprehensive
insight into the profession. Finally, we discuss career prospects and
continuing education opportunities following successful certification.
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Overview of the Crime Scene Investigator Test
The crime scene investigator test is designed to assess the fundamental
abilities required to perform duties effectively at crime scenes. This
examination serves as a gatekeeper for agencies seeking to hire qualified
personnel who can meticulously document, collect, and analyze evidence to
support criminal investigations. The test typically covers a broad spectrum
of forensic science topics, procedural knowledge, and situational judgment to
ensure candidates possess a well-rounded understanding of crime scene
protocols.

Purpose of the Test
The primary purpose of the crime scene investigator test is to evaluate the
candidate’s readiness for the technical and procedural challenges encountered
during crime scene investigations. It ensures that prospective investigators
have the critical thinking skills and scientific knowledge necessary to



maintain the integrity of evidence and contribute to solving crimes.

Who Administers the Test
Various law enforcement agencies, forensic laboratories, and professional
certification boards administer the crime scene investigator test. Some
states or local jurisdictions may have their own standardized examinations,
while national organizations offer certification tests recognized across
multiple agencies.

Content and Format of the Test
The content of the crime scene investigator test is comprehensive, covering
numerous subjects relevant to forensic investigations. Understanding the
format and types of questions is crucial for effective preparation.

Typical Test Sections
The test often includes multiple-choice questions, scenario-based problems,
and sometimes practical assessments. Key sections usually include:

Crime Scene Processing and Documentation

Evidence Collection and Preservation

Fingerprint Analysis and Other Identification Techniques

Basic Forensic Science Principles

Legal and Ethical Considerations

Safety Protocols at Crime Scenes

Format and Duration
Most crime scene investigator tests are timed and administered in either
paper-based or electronic formats. The duration can vary but commonly ranges
from two to four hours depending on the depth and breadth of the exam
content. Some agencies may also require a practical component where
candidates demonstrate their ability to process a mock crime scene.



Qualifications and Requirements
Before sitting for the crime scene investigator test, candidates must meet
specific educational and experience criteria set by the hiring organization
or certifying body.

Educational Background
A minimum of an associate’s or bachelor’s degree in forensic science,
criminal justice, biology, chemistry, or a related field is generally
required. Coursework emphasizing laboratory techniques, evidence handling,
and forensic methodologies strengthens a candidate’s qualifications.

Experience and Skills
Practical experience through internships, volunteer work, or previous
employment in law enforcement or forensic laboratories is highly
advantageous. Candidates should also possess strong attention to detail,
analytical skills, and the ability to work under pressure in high-stress
environments.

Additional Requirements
Applicants may need to pass background checks, drug screenings, and physical
fitness tests alongside the crime scene investigator test. These measures
ensure that candidates meet the ethical and physical demands of the role.

Preparation Strategies for the Crime Scene
Investigator Test
Effective preparation is critical for successfully passing the crime scene
investigator test. A strategic approach combining study materials, practice
tests, and hands-on experience yields the best outcomes.

Study Materials and Resources
Utilizing textbooks on forensic science, crime scene management guides, and
online courses can provide a solid theoretical foundation. Many candidates
find review manuals and practice exams tailored to the specific test format
highly beneficial.



Practice and Review
Regularly completing practice questions helps familiarize candidates with the
exam style and time constraints. Reviewing incorrect answers enhances
understanding of complex topics and reinforces learning.

Hands-On Training
Participating in workshops or internships focused on crime scene processing
allows candidates to apply theoretical knowledge in real-world settings. This
practical exposure improves confidence and competence.

Roles and Responsibilities of Crime Scene
Investigators
Beyond testing, understanding the core duties of a crime scene investigator
clarifies the importance of the exam and the skills it measures.

Crime Scene Documentation
Investigators must meticulously document the crime scene through detailed
notes, sketches, and photographs. Accurate documentation preserves the
original state of evidence for further analysis and court proceedings.

Evidence Collection and Preservation
Proper collection techniques are critical to avoid contamination or
degradation of evidence. Investigators use specialized tools and adhere to
protocols to maintain the chain of custody.

Collaboration with Law Enforcement
Crime scene investigators work closely with detectives, forensic analysts,
and legal professionals to piece together evidence and contribute to case
resolutions.

Career Opportunities and Continuing Education
Successful completion of the crime scene investigator test opens pathways to
various career opportunities within local, state, and federal agencies.
Positions may range from entry-level crime scene technician to senior
forensic analyst roles.



Advancement and Specialization
Experienced investigators often specialize in areas such as fingerprint
analysis, bloodstain pattern analysis, or digital forensics. Advanced
certifications and education can facilitate career growth and higher
responsibilities.

Continuing Education and Certification
Maintaining certification frequently requires ongoing education to stay
current with evolving forensic technologies and methods. Professional
organizations offer seminars, workshops, and courses to support lifelong
learning in the field.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a crime scene investigator test?
A crime scene investigator test is an assessment used to evaluate the
knowledge, skills, and abilities of candidates applying for a position as a
crime scene investigator. It typically covers topics such as evidence
collection, forensic science, crime scene protocols, and legal procedures.

What topics are commonly covered in a crime scene
investigator test?
Common topics include crime scene documentation, evidence preservation and
collection, fingerprint analysis, DNA evidence, forensic photography, legal
and ethical considerations, and chain of custody procedures.

How can I prepare for a crime scene investigator
test?
To prepare, study forensic science principles, review crime scene protocols,
practice identifying and collecting different types of evidence, and
familiarize yourself with relevant laws and procedures. Taking practice tests
and attending related training courses can also be helpful.

Are there different types of crime scene
investigator tests?
Yes, different agencies may have their own versions of the test, which can
include written exams, practical skills assessments, and interviews. Some
tests focus more on scientific knowledge, while others emphasize procedural
and legal understanding.



What skills are assessed in a crime scene
investigator test?
Skills assessed often include attention to detail, analytical thinking,
knowledge of forensic techniques, ability to document and preserve evidence
accurately, critical thinking, and understanding of legal requirements
related to crime scene investigation.

Is prior experience required to take a crime scene
investigator test?
While requirements vary by agency, many require some prior experience or
education in criminal justice, forensic science, or a related field. Some
agencies may allow entry-level applicants but provide on-the-job training
after passing the test.

How important is the crime scene investigator test
in the hiring process?
The test is usually a critical part of the hiring process, as it helps
employers assess candidates' foundational knowledge and suitability for the
job. Passing the test is often required before moving on to interviews or
practical evaluations.

Can I retake the crime scene investigator test if I
fail?
Policies vary by agency, but many allow candidates to retake the test after a
waiting period. It's important to check with the specific organization for
their retake policies and any limits on the number of attempts.

Where can I find study materials for the crime scene
investigator test?
Study materials can be found through official agency websites, forensic
science textbooks, online courses, practice test websites, and professional
organizations related to crime scene investigation and forensic science.

Additional Resources
1. Forensic Science Fundamentals: Crime Scene Investigator Test Prep
This comprehensive guide covers the essential topics needed to excel in a
crime scene investigator test. It includes detailed explanations of forensic
techniques, evidence collection, and scene documentation. The book also
offers practice questions and case studies to reinforce learning and build
confidence.



2. Mastering Crime Scene Investigation: Test Strategies and Practice
Designed specifically for aspiring crime scene investigators, this book
provides test-taking strategies alongside thorough content review. Readers
will find tips on how to approach multiple-choice questions and scenario-
based problems. Additionally, it includes practice exams modeled after real
certification tests.

3. Crime Scene Investigation: A Study Guide for Certification Exams
This study guide breaks down complex forensic concepts into easy-to-
understand sections. It covers topics such as fingerprint analysis,
bloodstain pattern interpretation, and evidence preservation. The book also
features quizzes after each chapter to help track progress and retention.

4. The CSI Exam Prep Manual: Techniques and Procedures
Focused on the practical aspects of crime scene investigation, this manual
emphasizes proper procedures and techniques. It provides step-by-step
guidance on documenting scenes, collecting various types of evidence, and
maintaining chain of custody. The content aligns with standards commonly
tested in CSI certification exams.

5. Crime Scene Investigator Exam Review Workbook
This workbook is packed with exercises, review questions, and scenario
analyses designed to prepare candidates for their CSI exams. It encourages
active learning through hands-on practice and critical thinking challenges.
The workbook also includes answer keys and explanations for self-assessment.

6. Forensic Evidence and Crime Scene Analysis: Test Preparation Guide
Covering a broad range of forensic science topics, this guide focuses on the
analysis of evidence collected at crime scenes. It explains scientific
principles behind various forensic tests and how to interpret results. The
book is ideal for those preparing for both written and practical components
of CSI exams.

7. Introduction to Crime Scene Investigation: Test and Field Manual
This dual-purpose book serves as both a study aid for exams and a field
reference for investigators. It offers foundational knowledge on
investigative methods, legal considerations, and scene management. The manual
also includes practice questions and real-world examples to enhance
understanding.

8. Crime Scene Technology and Methods: Certification Test Guide
Emphasizing the technological tools used in crime scene investigations, this
guide reviews equipment like digital imaging, chemical tests, and 3D mapping.
It explains how technology aids in evidence collection and analysis. The book
prepares readers for exam questions related to modern forensic technologies.

9. Essential Skills for Crime Scene Investigators: Exam Preparation Series
This book highlights the critical skills necessary to succeed in crime scene
investigations and related certification tests. Topics include observation,
documentation, evidence handling, and teamwork. It combines theory with
practical exercises to build competence and readiness for examination.
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  crime scene investigator test: The Practice Of Crime Scene Investigation John Horswell,
2004-04-13 Crime scene investigation involves the use and integration of scientific methods, physical
evidence, and deductive reasoning in order to determine and establish the series of events
surrounding a crime. The quality of the immediate crime scene response and the manner in which
the crime scene is examined are critical to the success of the investigation. Evidence that is missed
or corrupted by incomplete or improper handling can have a devastating effect on a case and keep
justice from being served. The Practice of Crime Scene Investigation covers numerous aspects of
crime scene investigation, including the latest in education and training, quality systems
accreditation, quality assurance, and the application of specialist scientific disciplines to crime. The
book discusses a range of basic and advanced techniques such as fingerprinting, dealing with
trauma victims, photofit technology, the role of the pathologist and ballistic expert, and signal
processing. It also reviews specialist crime scene examinations including clandestine laboratories,
drug operations, arson, and explosives.
  crime scene investigator test: To Be a Crime Scene Investigator Henry M. Holden,
2006-09-15 An in-depth introduction to the life, careers, and methodologies of crime scene
investigators. If the devil is in the details, then the crime scene investigator’s got him: conducting
searches, collecting information, photographing, scrutinizing, analyzing—pursuing the culprit right
down to the last scrap of evidence. Whether you’d like to become a crime scene investigator or
simply want to see what it takes, this book is your ideal introduction to this fascinating aspect of
crime detection. Like a top-notch forensics expert, author Henry M. Holden traces the path that
crime scene investigators follow as they learn and ply their trade. His behind-the-scenes look takes
us from application to training, crime scene to lab, revealing the fine points of securing, examining,
and processing evidence; identifying victims, and reenacting the crime; conducting police lineups
and interviews, and administering polygraphs; and forensics and evidence analysis.
  crime scene investigator test: Complete Crime Scene Investigation Handbook Everett Baxter
Jr., 2015-05-20 Crime scene investigators are the foundation for every criminal investigation. The
admissibility and persuasiveness of evidence in court, and in turn, the success of a case, is largely
dependent upon the evidence being properly collected, recorded, and handled for future analysis by
investigators and forensic analysts in the lab. Complete Crime Sce
  crime scene investigator test: Practical Crime Scene Investigations for Hot Zones Jacqueline
T. Fish, Robert N. Stout, Edward Wallace, 2010-12-16 The work of Crime Scene Investigators (CSIs)
is made more complicated when the scene is contaminated by either Chemical, Biological,
Radiological, Nuclear, Explosives (CBRNEs) or Toxic Industrial Chemicals (TICs). Special
considerations must be observed when working at such scenes, whether they are the result of acts of
terrorism, accidents, or nat
  crime scene investigator test: Manual of Crime Scene Investigation Anna Barbaro,
Amarnath Mishra, 2022-10-28 Over the past several years, myriad manuals on crime scene
investigations have been published with each focusing on select, or partial, aspects of the
investigation. Crime scene investigation, done right, is a multi-faceted process that requires various
forms of evidence to be collected, examined, and analyzed. No book available has addressed
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procedures to present global best practices by assembling a collection of international experts to
address such topics. Manual of Crime Scene Investigation is a comprehensive collaboration of
experts writing on their particular areas of expertise as relates to crime scenes, evidence, and crime
scene investigation. The book outlines best practices in the field, incorporating the latest technology
to collect, preserve, and enhance evidence for appropriate analysis. Various types of forensic
evidence are addressed, covering chain of custody, collection, and utility of such evidence in
casework, investigations, and for use in court. The approach, and use of international contributor
experts, will appeal to a broad audience and be of use to forensic practitioners, and the forensic
science community worldwide. Key features: • Assembles an international team of contributing
author experts to present the latest developments in their crime scene field of specialty • Examines
global best practices and what are consistently the most reliable tactics and approach to crime
scene evidence collection, preservation, and investigation • Provides numerous photographs and
diagrams to clearly illustrate chapter concepts Manual of Crime Scene Investigation serves as a vital
resource to professionals in police science and crime scene investigations, private forensic
institutions, and academics researching how better real-world application of techniques can improve
the reliability and utility of evidence upon forensic and laboratory analysis.
  crime scene investigator test: An Introduction to Crime Scene Investigation Dutelle,
2016-01-20 An Introduction to Crime Scene Investigation serves to eliminate warped impressions
influenced by the media, and clearly identifies and explains the crime scene investigative process,
components, methods, and procedures.
  crime scene investigator test: An Introduction to Crime Scene Investigation Aric W. Dutelle,
2020-10-21 An Introduction to Crime Scene Investigation, Fourth Edition is a comprehensive and
accurate overview of the practical application of forensic science in crime scene investigation.
  crime scene investigator test: Crime Scene Investigation Laboratory Manual Marilyn T
Miller, 2018-01-05 Crime Scene Investigation Laboratory Manual, Second Edition, is written by a
former crime scene investigator and forensic scientist who provides practical, straightforward, and
immediately applicable best practices. Readers will learn the latest techniques and procedures,
including deconstructing first responder contamination, the preliminary walk-through, utilizing
associative evidence, enhancing trace, biological and chemical evidence, and reconstructing scenes
through wound dynamics, glass fracture patterns, bloodstain patterns, ballistics, and more. This lab
manual provides information and examples for all aspects of crime scene investigation. In addition,
included exercises teach the proper techniques for securing, documenting and searing a crime
scene, how to visualize or enhance the evidence found, how to package and preserve the evidence,
and how to reconstruct what happened at the crime scene. This manual is intended to accompany
any crime scene investigation textbook. - Designed to complement any text used in crime scene
investigation courses - Contains over 20+ proven exercises and material from actual crime scenes,
providing students with hands-on learning - Written by an experienced educator and former crime
scene investigator/forensic scientist
  crime scene investigator test: Crime Scene Investigation Procedural Guide Michael S.
Maloney, Donald Housman, Ross M. Gardner, 2014-05-14 Those tasked with investigating crime
scenes come from a variety of backgrounds and varying levels of experience. Crime Scene
Investigation Procedural Guide gives the novice investigator the procedures for almost any crime
scene imaginable while providing the seasoned pro a ready reference for crimes occurring even
under the most unusual of circums
  crime scene investigator test: Real-World Crime Scene Investigation Gabriele Suboch,
2016-06-16 Real-World Crime Scene Investigation: A Step-by-Step Procedure Manual is designed as
a field guide providing instruction on how to document a crime scene, including sketching, mapping,
searching, collecting, and preserving physical evidence. It also addresses how to document a crime
scene using photography and videography. It introduces modern fore
  crime scene investigator test: Techniques of Crime Scene Investigation Barry A. J. Fisher,
David R. Fisher, 2022-07-05 Techniques of Crime Scene Investigation is a staple for any forensic



science library and is routinely referenced by professional organizations as a study guide for
certifications. It is professionally written and provides updated theoretical and practical applications
using real casework. This text is a must-have for any CSI Unit or course teaching Crime Scene
Investigation. – Kevin Parmelee, PhD, Detective (ret.), Somerset County, NJ Prosecutor’s Office
Since the first English-language edition of Techniques of Crime Scene Investigation was published in
1964, the book has continued to be a seminal work in the field of forensic science, serving as a
foundational textbook and reference title for professionals. This Ninth Edition includes several new
chapters and has been fully updated and organized to present the effective use of science and
technology in support of justice. New coverage to this edition addresses the debunking of a few
forensic science disciplines, long thought to have been based on sound science. The book provides
students, crime scene investigators, forensic scientists, and attorneys the proper ways to examine
crime scenes and collect a wide variety of physical evidence that may be encountered. While it is not
possible to cover every imaginable situation, this book is a comprehensive guide that details and
promotes best practices and recommendations. In today’s challenging environment, it is essential
that law enforcement personnel thoroughly understand and meticulously comply with the forensic
evidence procedures that apply to their function in the investigation process. Criminal investigations
remain as complex as ever and require professionals from many disciplines to work cooperatively
toward the fair and impartial delivery of justice. Practitioners and students alike need to be aware of
the increased scrutiny that they will face in the judicial system. Judges are taking a more involved
role than ever before as far as the evidence and testimony that they allow into their courtrooms. No
longer will substandard forensic science or crime scene investigation be acceptable. Key features:
Newly reorganized contents—including 4 brand new chapters—reflects a more logical flow of crime
scene processes and procedures Provides an overview of the crime scene investigation process and
procedures, from the first officer on the scene through the adjudication of the case Includes several
new cases, photos, and updates in technological advances in both digital evidence and DNA in
particular Science and technology applied to CSI solves crimes and saves lives. Investigators,
prosecutors, and defense attorneys must be able to use forensic tools and resources to their fullest
potential and Techniques of Crime Scene Investigation serves as an invaluable resource to further
this cause.
  crime scene investigator test: Fishers Techniques of Crime Scene Investigation First
International Edition William J. Tilstone, Michael L. Hastrup, Camilla Hald, 2019-02-13 Barry
Fisher‘s Techniques of Crime Scene Investigation has long been considered the bible of the
crime-solving profession, drawing from the author‘s 40-year career in forensic science, including his
time spent as the crime laboratory director for the Los Angeles County Sheriff‘s Department. Now
for the first time, com
  crime scene investigator test: Complete Crime Scene Investigation Workbook Everett Baxter
Jr., 2017-09-28 This specially developed workbook can be used in conjunction with the Complete
Crime Scene Investigation Handbook (ISBN: 978-1-4987-0144-0) in group training environments, or
for individuals looking for independent, step-by-step self-study guide. It presents an abridged version
of the Handbook, supplying both students and professionals with the mos
  crime scene investigator test: Crime Scene Staging Dynamics in Homicide Cases Laura Gail
Pettler, 2015-08-06 Individuals who perpetrate murder sometimes pose or reposition victims,
weapons, and evidence to make it look like events happened in a different way than what actually
transpired. Until now, there has been scarce literature published on crime scene staging.Crime
Scene Staging Dynamics in Homicide Cases is the first book to look at this practice, p
  crime scene investigator test: Crime Scene Unit Management Edward W. Wallace, Michael J.
Cunningham, Daniel Boggiano, 2015-12-22 Crime Scene Unit Management: A Path Forward is a
must-have resource for anyone involved with forensic investigations and the search for evidence at
the crime scene. The book provides standards for how to manage a crime scene so that evidence is
collected and preserved without errors and includes guidelines for how to implement the standards
and set up regional training programs for smaller jurisdictions with tighter budgets. Key features



include examples, checklists, and flow charts for evidence handling and routing. CSIs, fire
investigators, homicide investigators, accident investigators, police executives, and students of
forensic science will benefit from this thorough approach to how the crime scene—and the personnel
charged with tending to the evidence—should be managed.
  crime scene investigator test: Techniques of Crime Scene Investigation, Seventh
Edition Barry A. J. Fisher, David R. Fisher, 2003-09-25 This latest edition of Techniques of Crime
Scene Investigation examines concepts, field-tested techniques and procedures, and technical
information concerning crime scene investigation. It has been widely adopted by police academies,
community colleges, and universities and is recommended for preparation for certification exams.
Written in an easy-to-read style, this comprehensive text offers up-to-date technical expertise that
the author has developed over many years in law enforcement. Includes check-off lists, case studies,
and 16 pages of full-color illustrated photos. Also included is an appendix on equipment for crime
scene investigations.
  crime scene investigator test: Becoming a Crime Scene Investigator Jacqueline
Detwiler-George, 2024-01-16 A revealing guide to a career as a crime scene investigator written by
acclaimed journalist Jacqueline Detwiler-George and based on the real-life experiences of the CSI
team at the Baltimore police department—required reading for anyone considering a path to this
profession. Becoming a Crime Scene Investigator takes you behind the scenes to find out what it’s
really like, and what it really takes, to become a crime scene investigator. Acclaimed journalist
Jacqueline Detwiler-George shadows the crime scene investigators of the Baltimore Police
Department to show how this job becomes a reality. Forensic science is an essential component of
any criminal investigation. CSI evidence can tip the scales of justice during trials, helping to free the
innocent and convict the guilty. Discover what it’s like to process a crime scene by collecting
evidence, documenting via photos, dusting for fingerprints, and analyzing blood spatter. Confront
the gruesome realities of the job, tour their in-house crime labs, and watch as they process results.
Gain wisdom and insight from the director of the forensic laboratory and the chief of the forensic
division—and learn how this essential job is performed at the highest level.
  crime scene investigator test: Crime Scene to Court Niamh NicDaeid, Peter C White,
2024-09-27 The captivating field of modern forensic science can be challenging to understand.
Written for those with little or no scientific knowledge, this book covers the three main areas of an
investigation where forensic science is practised: at the scene of the crime, in the forensic
laboratory, and in court. The fifth edition of this popular book has been fully updated including new
chapters and authors. With practitioners once again providing these chapters, readers are able to
gain information on the forefront of current practices across the forensic science disciplines. Ideal
for anyone studying forensic science or law, this book details how crime scene and forensic
examinations are conducted in the UK, courtroom procedures, and the role of the expert witness. It
is an excellent source of information for anyone with a role in an investigation, including the police
and crime scene investigators. Review of the 4th Edition: This is an excellent book which I
wholeheartedly recommend to anyone with an interest in forensic science, from the experienced
practitioner to the curious layman. Dr Alan Greenwood, Coventry University, UK
  crime scene investigator test: Light in Forensic Science Giorgia Miolo, Jacqueline L Stair,
Mire Zloh, 2018-04-16 The identification and quantification of material present and collected at a
crime scene are critical requirements in investigative analyses. Forensic analysts use a variety of
tools and techniques to achieve this, many of which use light. Light is not always the forensic
analyst’s friend however, as light can degrade samples and alter results. This book details the
analysis of a range of molecular systems by light-based techniques relevant to forensic science, as
well as the negative effects of light in the degradation of forensic evidence, such as the breakage of
DNA linkages during DNA profiling. The introductory chapters explain how chemiluminescence and
fluorescence can be used to visualise samples and the advantages and limitations of available
technologies. They also discuss the limitations of our knowledge about how light could alter the
physical nature of materials, for example by breaking DNA linkages during DNA profiling or by



modifying molecular structures of polymers and illicit drugs. The book then explains how to detect,
analyse and interpret evidence from materials such as illicit drugs, agents of bioterrorism, and
textiles, using light-based techniques from microscopy to surface enhanced Raman spectroscopy.
Edited by active photobiological and forensic scientists, this book will be of interest to students and
researchers in the fields of photochemistry, photobiology, toxicology and forensic science.
  crime scene investigator test: Techniques of Crime Scene Investigation, Eighth Edition
Barry A. J. Fisher, David R. Fisher, 2012-06-15 If you are a Professional Crime Scene Investigator,
then this book is a must have for both your personal forensic reference library, as well as your office
reference library. —Edward W. Wallace Jr., Certified Senior Crime Scene Analyst, Retired First
Grade Detective, NYPD Techniques of Crime Scene Investigation is a well-written, comprehensive
guide to the investigative and technical aspects of CSI. The textbook is an educational standard on
the theory and practice of crime scene investigation and includes many informative casework
examples and photographs. On reading this book, students, entry-level personnel, and experienced
practitioners will have a better understanding of the strengths and limitations of forensic science in
its application to crime scene investigations. —Professor Don Johnson, School of Criminal Justice and
Criminalistics, California State University, Los Angeles The application of science and technology
plays a critical role in the investigation and adjudication of crimes in our criminal justice system. But
before science can be brought to bear on evidence, it must be recognized and collected in an
appropriate manner at crime scenes. Written by authors with over 50 years of combined experience
in forensic science, Techniques of Crime Scene Investigation examines the concepts, field-tested
techniques, and procedures of crime scene investigation. Detectives, crime scene technicians, and
forensic scientists can rely on this updated version of the forensics bible to effectively apply science
and technology to the tasks of solving crimes. What’s New in the Eighth Edition: The latest in
forensic DNA testing and collection, including low copy number DNA A new chapter on digital
evidence New case studies with color photographs End-of-chapter study questions Practical tips and
tricks of the trade in crime scene processing
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