
crossword clue part of speech

crossword clue part of speech is a common keyword phrase encountered by enthusiasts and solvers looking to
enhance their crossword puzzle skills. Understanding the role of parts of speech in crossword clues is essential
for deciphering clues more accurately and efficiently. Crossword puzzles often rely on linguistic nuances,
including the grammatical category of a word, to provide subtle hints or misdirections. This article explores
the significance of the crossword clue part of speech, how it influences clue construction, and strategies for
solvers to identify and use parts of speech effectively. Additionally, it covers common abbreviations, types of
parts of speech frequently encountered in puzzles, and tips for improving crossword solving skills through
grammatical awareness. The following sections provide a detailed breakdown of these concepts to assist both
novice and experienced puzzlers.

Understanding the Role of Part of Speech in Crossword Clues

Common Parts of Speech Used in Crossword Puzzles

Recognizing Part of Speech Indicators in Clues

Abbreviations and Notations for Parts of Speech

Techniques for Solving Crossword Clues Using Part of Speech

Understanding the Role of Part of Speech in Crossword Clues

The crossword clue part of speech plays a pivotal role in the construction and interpretation of clues. In
crossword puzzles, clues are not only about word meanings but also about the grammatical function the
answer serves within the puzzle's theme or structure. The part of speech can narrow down potential answers
by indicating whether the solution is a noun, verb, adjective, or another grammatical category. This
grammatical categorization helps solvers avoid incompatible answers and focus on words that fit both the
clue's meaning and the puzzle's thematic constraints.

Creators of crossword puzzles often embed subtle hints through the use of parts of speech to increase the
challenge and enjoyment of the solving experience. For example, a clue ending with a verb tense or phrase might
suggest that the answer is a verb, while a clue describing an object or concept likely points to a noun.
Recognizing these patterns is a fundamental skill for efficient puzzle solving.

Common Parts of Speech Used in Crossword Puzzles

Crossword puzzles frequently incorporate a variety of parts of speech to diversify clue types and maintain
solver engagement. Familiarity with these grammatical categories enhances the solver’s ability to interpret
clues correctly.

Nouns

Nouns represent people, places, things, or ideas, and are among the most common answers in crossword puzzles.
Clues pointing to concrete objects, proper names, or abstract concepts typically require noun answers.



Verbs

Verbs express actions, states, or occurrences. Clues framed with action-oriented wording or imperatives often
hint towards a verb answer. Tense and conjugation may also be subtly indicated.

Adjectives

Adjectives describe qualities or attributes of nouns. Clues that include descriptive language or comparative
forms often signal the need for an adjective.

Adverbs

Adverbs modify verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs, often indicating manner, time, or degree. These are less
common but may appear in puzzles with more complex linguistic structures.

Prepositions and Conjunctions

These parts of speech serve grammatical functions to link words or phrases. Short answers such as “on,” “in,”
“and,” or “but” may be required in some puzzles, especially in themed or cryptic crosswords.

Recognizing Part of Speech Indicators in Clues

Many crossword clues include indicators that hint at the part of speech of the solution. Recognizing these
linguistic signals can significantly improve solving accuracy.

Clue Endings and Syntax

Often, the position and form of words at the end of a clue provide cues. For example, a clue ending with “-ing”
suggests a gerund or present participle verb form, while comparative or superlative adjectives may be indicated
by words like “more” or “most.”

Contextual Words

Words such as “to,” “by,” or “with” in a clue can hint at verbs or prepositions. Similarly, question formats or
phrases like “a type of” generally signal nouns.

Indicator Words for Specific Parts of Speech

Certain clue words explicitly or implicitly suggest a grammatical category. For example:

“Act” or “Do” often indicate verbs.

“Describes” or “Characteristic” point to adjectives.

“Place,” “Person,” or “Thing” hint at nouns.



Abbreviations and Notations for Parts of Speech

Crossword puzzle dictionaries, clue lists, and solver guides commonly use abbreviations to denote parts of
speech. Understanding these notations helps solvers decode clues and cross-reference answers efficiently.

N. – Noun

V. – Verb

Adj. – Adjective

Adv. – Adverb

Prep. – Preposition

Conj. – Conjunction

Pron. – Pronoun

These abbreviations may appear in clue explanations or solution keys to clarify the intended part of speech,
particularly when a word has multiple grammatical uses.

Techniques for Solving Crossword Clues Using Part of Speech

Incorporating knowledge of the crossword clue part of speech into solving strategies can streamline the
puzzle completion process and reduce guesswork.

Analyze Clue Structure

Carefully examine the clue for grammatical hints, paying attention to verbs, adjectives, and noun indicators.
This analysis helps focus on words that fit the required part of speech.

Use Crossing Letters

Leverage letters from intersecting answers to confirm or eliminate possible parts of speech. For example, a verb
ending or plural noun form can often be verified through crossing entries.

Consider Word Endings and Forms

Suffixes and prefixes can signal parts of speech, such as “-ly” for adverbs or “-ness” for nouns. Recognizing
these patterns aids in selecting the correct answer form.

Refer to Abbreviation Guides

When clues include abbreviations or notation for parts of speech, use these as direct guides to narrow down
answer possibilities.



Practice with Diverse Puzzles

Regular exposure to different styles of crossword puzzles enhances familiarity with how parts of speech are
used in clues, improving overall solving speed and accuracy.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the crossword clue 'part of speech' typically refer to?

In crosswords, the clue 'part of speech' usually refers to a grammatical category like noun, verb, adjective,
or adverb.

How can 'part of speech' clues be identified in crosswords?

These clues often prompt answers such as NOUN, VERB, ADJECTIVE, or ADVERB, indicating the grammatical
role of a word.

Are abbreviations commonly used for 'part of speech' clues in crosswords?

Yes, abbreviations like 'n.' for noun or 'v.' for verb are sometimes used as answers or hints in crossword
puzzles.

Can 'part of speech' clues have multiple possible answers?

Yes, depending on the number of letters and intersecting words, answers could be NOUN, VERB, ADJ, ADV, or
other grammatical terms.

Why are 'part of speech' clues popular in crosswords?

They are common because they are straightforward, educational, and fit well into short answer spaces in
puzzles.

Do 'part of speech' clues appear in themed crossword puzzles?

Yes, especially in puzzles with a language or grammar theme, 'part of speech' clues are frequently used.

How does understanding parts of speech help solve crosswords?

Knowing parts of speech helps solvers guess answers based on the clue's grammatical context and the
intersecting words.

Are 'part of speech' clues considered easy or difficult in crosswords?

They are generally considered easier clues, suitable for beginners, but can be tricky if abbreviations or less
common terms are used.

Can 'part of speech' clues include less common grammatical terms?

Yes, some puzzles may use terms like PARTICLE, PREPOSITION, or CONJUNCTION as answers to 'part of
speech' clues.



Additional Resources
1. Words in Play: Mastering Parts of Speech for Crossword Solvers
This book dives deep into the various parts of speech commonly used in crossword clues. It offers detailed
explanations and examples to help solvers identify whether a word functions as a noun, verb, adjective, or
other category within a clue. With practice exercises and tips, readers can sharpen their analytical skills and
improve solving accuracy.

2. The Grammar of Clues: Understanding Parts of Speech in Crossword Puzzles
Focusing on the grammatical structure of crossword clues, this guide breaks down how different parts of
speech influence clue construction. It covers everything from simple noun clues to complex verb phrases and
modifiers. Ideal for both beginners and seasoned puzzlers, the book enhances comprehension and decoding
strategies.

3. Clue Craft: The Role of Parts of Speech in Crossword Construction
Written for aspiring crossword constructors and enthusiasts, this book explores how parts of speech shape
clue writing. It discusses the interplay between syntax and semantics in crafting cryptic and straightforward
clues. Readers gain insight into how word categories affect clue difficulty and solver engagement.

4. Decoding Clues: A Linguistic Approach to Crossword Puzzles
This volume approaches crossword clues through the lens of linguistics, emphasizing parts of speech analysis.
It provides a systematic method to dissect clues by identifying grammatical roles and relationships. The book
includes numerous sample puzzles that illustrate practical application of these concepts.

5. Parts of Speech and Puzzle Solving: A Comprehensive Guide
Combining linguistic theory with puzzle-solving techniques, this guide helps readers understand the function of
parts of speech in clues. It explains how recognizing these elements can reveal hidden meanings and wordplay. The
book is packed with examples, drills, and strategies tailored for crossword enthusiasts.

6. The Syntax of Crosswords: Exploring Clue Grammar and Parts of Speech
This book investigates the syntactical rules governing crossword clues, with a focus on parts of speech. It
highlights how clue setters manipulate grammar to create ambiguity and challenge solvers. Through detailed
analysis, readers learn to parse clues more effectively and appreciate the art of clue writing.

7. Crossword Clues Demystified: Parts of Speech Edition
Targeted at solvers struggling with clue interpretation, this book breaks down clues by their grammatical
components. It provides clear definitions and examples of nouns, verbs, adjectives, and more as they appear in
crossword contexts. The approachable style makes it a valuable resource for improving puzzle-solving skills.

8. Word Categories in Crosswords: Identifying Parts of Speech for Better Solving
This practical guide teaches how to quickly identify parts of speech within crossword clues to unlock
answers faster. It covers common clue types and the grammatical hints they contain. Readers will find tips on
spotting verbs, modifiers, and other categories that often signal specific answers or word forms.

9. The Art of Clue Writing: Parts of Speech and Beyond
Beyond just parts of speech, this book explores the creative techniques clue writers use to engage solvers. It
discusses how grammatical categories are combined with wordplay, puns, and misdirection. The result is a
comprehensive look at the linguistic artistry behind crossword clues, perfect for both solvers and setters.
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  crossword clue part of speech: Crossword Mastery Hugo Raines, AI, 2025-03-31 Crossword
Mastery explores the techniques, cognitive processes, and linguistic principles behind expert
crossword solving. It reveals how engaging with crossword puzzles can enhance both verbal and
analytical skills, making it more than just a pastime. Did you know expert solvers employ specific
strategies like anagramming and pattern recognition? Or that regular crossword engagement can
tangibly improve cognitive function? This book uniquely emphasizes demystifying the solving
process, providing a framework for understanding underlying logic rather than just offering tips. It
begins by establishing a historical context, then progresses through specific solving techniques, the
psychology of word association, and finally, the cognitive benefits. Practical exercises further
enhance the learning experience.
  crossword clue part of speech: Crossword Companion Stephen Curtis, Martin Manser, 2000
The Wordsworth Crossword Companion incorporates many special features: Clear guidance on how
to recognize and work out anagrams and how to decipher cryptic clues. Thousands of synonym
entries arranged in order of the number of letters in every word, e.g. fault n (3) bug; (4) flaw, lack,
spot; (5) blame, error, taint, (6) defect; (7) absence, blemish, failing, frailty, mistake; (8) weakness;
(10) deficiency, inadequacy; (11) shortcoming; (14) responsibility; over 30,000 synonyms.
  crossword clue part of speech: Crossword Puzzle Master Pasquale De Marco, In a world of
puzzles, there lies a realm of intricate grids and clever wordplay, where logic and creativity
intertwine: the realm of crosswords. This comprehensive guide unlocks the secrets of crosswords,
empowering you to conquer even the most challenging puzzles with skill and confidence. Embark on
a journey through the history of crosswords, tracing their evolution from humble beginnings to a
global phenomenon. Discover the different types of crosswords, from classic American-style puzzles
to cryptic crosswords and themed puzzles, each with its own unique charm and challenges. Master
the art of solving crosswords with our expert guidance. Learn to identify and use word patterns,
uncover hidden meanings in clues, and navigate the intricacies of wordplay. Expand your
vocabulary, master synonyms and antonyms, and delve into the fascinating world of word origins.
Crosswords are more than just a solitary pursuit; they bring people together in a vibrant community
of puzzle enthusiasts. Explore the world of crossword competitions, from local tournaments to
international championships, and meet some of the most renowned crossword constructors and
solvers. Uncover the cultural significance of crosswords, their role in popular culture, and their
potential benefits for improving cognitive function and language skills. Discover how technology is
transforming the way we solve crosswords, from online crosswords and mobile apps to artificial
intelligence and virtual reality. With this book as your guide, you'll embark on a captivating journey
into the world of crosswords. Whether you're a seasoned solver looking to enhance your skills or a
newcomer eager to discover the joys of crosswords, this book is your ultimate companion. Prepare to
be captivated by the challenge, to experience the satisfaction of solving a crossword puzzle, and to
join a global community of puzzle enthusiasts. If you like this book, write a review!
  crossword clue part of speech: The Chambers Crossword Dictionary, 3rd edition
Chambers, 2012-09-07 What makes The Chambers Crossword Dictionary different? The ultimate
resource for all crossword lovers Chambers Crossword Dictionary is an essential resource for
crosswords of all kinds. Comprehensive, reliable and easy-to-use, this major new edition has been
thoroughly revised and updated by a team of crossword experts, and is specially tailored to the
needs of crossword solvers. With more than 500,000 solutions to cryptic and quick clues, plus
explanations of cryptic clue types and the use of anagram and other indicators, and insights into the
world of crossword setting and memorable clues, it is an indispensable companion for all
cruciverbalists. The best-selling reference for crossword solvers and setters - Over 500,000 solutions
for every kind of crossword - More than 2,500 crossword code words to alert you to cryptic ploys -
New synonyms to give you up-to-the-minute answers - New topic lists to help you solve general
knowledge clues - Over 19,600 'one-stop' entries, with both synonyms and encyclopedic material -
Word lists sorted by length and then alphabetically to make finding solutions easy - Includes words,



phrases, abbreviations, symbols, codes and other cryptic 'building blocks' - Packed with crossword
jargon, anagram and other indicators and essential cryptic vocabulary - Draws on The Chambers
Dictionary, the authoritative Chambers reference range and the vast Chambers crossword clue
database Packed with expert advice from crossword masters: - Derek Arthur (1945-2010), co-editor
of The Listener crossword in The Times and of the Chambers Crossword Dictionary, 2nd edition -
Ross Beresford, former co-editor of The Listener crossword - Jonathan Crowther, better known to
cryptic crossword solvers as Azed, having set crosswords for The Observer for almost 40 years - Don
Manley, crossword setter for many quality newspapers under various pseudonyms (Duck, Quixote,
Bradman, Giovanni) and Church Times crossword editor - Tim Moorey, one of the crossword setting
team for The Sunday Times, crossword editor of The Week and author of How to Master The Times
Crossword What is new in this edition? New solutions, synonyms, and topic lists This brand new
edition, compiled from Chambers' highly acclaimed and vast crossword resources, has been fully
updated with thousands of new solutions to be even more useful to crossword fans. New synonyms
for publication such as 'podcast' and 'blog' bring the content bang up-to-the-minute. New topic lists
such as 'curries' and 'geese' help solve general knowledge clues. All words are grouped by meaning,
then by number of characters, then alphabetically, to make finding the solution quick and easy.
Special cryptic crossword words which indicate anagrams, reversals, etc give hints and tips for
solvers.
  crossword clue part of speech: Crosswords for Seniors For Dummies Timothy E. Parker,
2009-08-18 A puzzle-packed guide tailored to the interests of the older generation Are you over the
age of 55? Looking for some great crossword puzzles? Better yet, how about a collection of
crosswords that is tailored to your interests? Look no further. Crosswords For Seniors For Dummies
fits the bill. This compilation of challenging and entertaining crossword puzzles is perfect for you if
you want to challenge your brain, preserve mental fitness-and are just looking for some fun! It's a
known fact that keeping the mind active and healthy can reduce the risk of such conditions as
dementia; plus, puzzles have been proven to strengthen memory and mind function. Helps you
maintain an active and productive mind by providing fun games designed to stimulate the brain Uses
large print for easy reading Contains 150 puzzles arranged from easy to difficult that are specifically
designed to pique the interest of those over 55 Timothy E. Parker is the Senior Crossword Puzzle
Editor of USA Today Crosswords and the World's Most Syndicated Puzzle Compiler according to
Guinness World Records So keep your mind sharp while you have a great time with Crosswords For
Seniors For Dummies!
  crossword clue part of speech: Solving Cryptic Crosswords For Dummies Denise
Sutherland, 2012-06-13 The cryptic crossword world...explained Even expert crossword-solvers
struggle with cryptics. The clues can often seem nonsensical, mysterious and infuriating, but finally
cracking them is immensely satisfying. Solving Cryptic Crosswords For Dummies is designed to help
even the most casual crossword lover master these mental feats of gymnastics. Packed with clear
explanations, helpful hints, and practice crosswords, the book explains how to approach these
problems in a clear and logical manner, providing hints on identifying the different kinds of clues
and tips on how to solve them. Using worked examples and clear explanations, the book guides the
reader through the common and not-so-common clues that can be used to decipher even the most
confusing cryptics, and includes practice puzzles to put your new skills to the test. Introduces and
explains cryptic crosswords, from the (relatively) simple to the advanced Illustrates the top tips,
tricks, and clues to cracking any cryptic through worked examples Covers both Commonwealth and
U.S.-style cryptics, and explains the subtle differences between them Provides plenty of practice
crosswords for all levels of difficulty Cryptic crosswords have emerged as one of today's most
popular brainteasers, and Solving Cryptic Crosswords For Dummies is the one-stop resource for
becoming a puzzle pro.
  crossword clue part of speech: Easy Crosswords For Seniors For Dummies Timothy E.
Parker, 2010-10-22 An easy-to-do puzzle-packed guide tailored to the interests of the older
generation Are you over the age of 55? Looking for some great crossword puzzles? Better yet, how



about a collection of crosswords that is tailored to your interests? Look no further. This compilation
of challenging and entertaining crossword puzzles is perfect for you if you want to challenge your
brain, preserve mental fitness-or are just looking for some fun! It's a known fact that keeping the
mind active and healthy can reduce the risk of such conditions as dementia; plus, puzzles have been
proven to strengthen memory and mind function. Features 150 brand-new, easy crossword puzzles
created with your interests in mind Puzzles are presented in large print, oversized format Solving
puzzles helps you maintain an active and productive mind Puzzles are organized chronologically with
themes, including TV, special shapes, history, and music through the decades Includes a bonus Part
of Tens chapter with ten different types of puzzles such as word search, fill-in, cryptogram, and
others Have a great time and stimulate your brain at the same time with Easy Crosswords For
Seniors For Dummies!
  crossword clue part of speech: Cryptic Crossword Puzzles For Dummies Denise Sutherland,
2020-03-30 Put your cryptic-cracking skills to use! With over 50 puzzles and 1,750 clues for you to
conquer, Cryptic Crossword Puzzles for Dummies is filled with cryptics that range from (relatively)
simple to expert-level, along with brief explanations of the most common types of clues and helpful
hints on how to solve them. Used on its own or as a companion to Solving Cryptic Crosswords For
Dummies, this book will keep your brain busy for hours! Apply the basics: use fundamental rules to
solve puzzles Build your solving skills: practise consistently on various grid types Tackle pesky
anagrams: decode anagram clues aplenty Use sums to find the answer: add and subtract letters to
get the correct word Detect double definitions: answer hints with more than one meaning Explore
hidden messages: become a master at uncovering unseen solutions
  crossword clue part of speech: The American Heritage Crossword Puzzle Dictionary ,
2003 Stumped by a seven-letter synonym for chain that begins with m? Or how about an eight-letter
ancient city in Asia Minor ending in mon? Even the best crossword puzzlers are sometimes at a loss
for words. Now they can clue themselves in simply by opening the right book: The American
Heritage® Crossword Puzzle Dictionary. It has 230,000 puzzle answers based on classic and recent
puzzle clues, with 15,000 proper names in encyclopedic lists that range across hundreds of subject
areas. Entry words are conveniently arranged in a single alphabetical list, with each entry’s answers
and synonyms grouped by letter count for quick access and ease of use.
  crossword clue part of speech: Grammar, Grade 5 , 2014-12-01 Skill Builders are great tools
for keeping children current during the school year or preparing them for the next grade level. A
variety of fun and challenging activities provides students with practice and helps introduce basic
skills to new learners. This full-color workbook contains appropriate passages and exercises based
on national standards for fifth grade to help ensure that children master grammar skills before
progressing. Skill Builders combines entertaining and interactive activities with eye-catching
graphics to make learning and reviewing fun and effective. The compact 6 x 9 size makes this book
perfect for school, at home, or on the go. It features 80 perforated, reproducible pages and an
answer key.
  crossword clue part of speech: On Crosswords T. Campbell, 2013-06-01 On Crosswords
covers three major, interrelated topics: crossword history, kinds of crosswords and how crosswords
relate to everything else. Readers will meet the personalities who have made the art form what it is
today, and walk away with the most complete understanding of the form that any single book can
give.
  crossword clue part of speech: Cryptic Crosswords For Dummies Denise Sutherland,
2012-10-15 Put your cryptic-cracking skills to use! With over 50 puzzles and 1,750 clues for you to
conquer, Cryptic Crosswords for Dummies is filled with cryptics that range from (relatively) simple
to expert-level, along with brief explanations of the most common types of clues and helpful hints on
how to solve them. Used on its own or as a companion to Solving Cryptic Crosswords for Dummies,
this book will keep your brain busy for hours! Apply the basics – use fundamental rules to solve
puzzles Build your solving skills – practise consistently on various grid types Tackle pesky anagrams
– decode anagram clues aplenty Use sums to find the answer – add and subtract letters to get the



correct word Detect double definitions – answer hints with more than one meaning Explore hidden
messages – become a master at uncovering unseen solutions
  crossword clue part of speech: The Complete Book of Spanish, Grades 1 - 3 , 2016-02-01
Workbook Features: • Ages 6-9, Grade 1-3 Spanish Workbook • 416 pages, about 8 1⁄4 inches x 10
3⁄4 inches • Covers the Spanish alphabet, parts of speech, numbers, expressions, days and months,
and more • Includes learning cards, final review, and handwriting practice • Answer key and
glossary included Focused Practice: The Complete Book of Spanish Workbook for kids helps students
from 1st—3rd grade build Spanish fluency and understand Spanish culture through fun activities,
engaging topics, and hands-on writing practice. Correlated To Current State Standards: The lessons
in this illustrated Spanish for beginners workbook are designed to help students learn Spanish as
well as understand the culture through speaking, writing, and reading activities. How It Works: Each
section in this Spanish learning workbook helps kids learn Spanish through easy-to-follow
instructions and activities as well as handwriting practice. Students then take a final review test to
reinforce what they have learned. Working Together: Designed to enhance current homeschool,
classroom, and virtual Spanish curriculum, parents and teachers can support Spanish language
learning using the Spanish-English glossary and answer key to check for accuracy. Why Carson
Dellosa: For more than 45 years, Carson Dellosa has provided solutions for parents and teachers to
help their children get ahead and exceed learning goals. Carson Dellosa supports your child’s
educational journey every step of the way.
  crossword clue part of speech: Formative Assessment for English Language Arts Amy
Benjamin, 2013-09-27 This book demonstrates how formative assessments, unlike standardized
tests, provide the kind of communication between teachers and students that help teachers make
instructional decisions to improve student performance.
  crossword clue part of speech: Beat The Carnival Games Pasquale De Marco, 2025-05-03
Prepare to conquer the world of carnival games with Beat The Carnival Games, your ultimate guide
to outsmarting the odds and emerging victorious! Within these pages, you'll discover the secrets
behind the most popular carnival games, from the classic Milk Can to the high-tech arcade games.
We reveal the principles of physics, psychology, and skill that govern each game, empowering you to
make informed decisions and increase your chances of winning. But that's not all! We also expose
the common scams and pitfalls employed by carnival operators, ensuring that you can avoid falling
prey to their deceptive tactics. With our invaluable tips and techniques, you'll master the art of
precision in ring toss and dart throw, learn the trajectory and spin in skee-ball, and develop the
agility and endurance to conquer the rope ladder climb. This comprehensive guide covers the entire
spectrum of carnival entertainment, with chapters dedicated to classics, skill-based challenges,
water games, physical challenges, puzzle games, strategy games, and even unique and unusual
finds. Whether you're a seasoned carnival veteran or a first-time player, this book has something for
everyone. We delve into the psychology of carnival games, helping you stay focused and make
informed choices. We discuss the importance of risk assessment and reward evaluation, empowering
you to maximize your winnings while minimizing your losses. With Beat The Carnival Games, you'll
gain the knowledge and strategies to conquer the carnival and emerge as a true champion. So step
into the vibrant world of carnival games, armed with the secrets revealed in this book, and let the
games begin! If you like this book, write a review on google books!
  crossword clue part of speech: Crossworld Marc Romano, 2005-06-14 Sixty-four million
people do it at least once a week. Nabokov wrote about it. Bill Clinton even did it in the White
House. The crossword puzzle has arguably been our national obsession since its birth almost a
century ago. Now, in Crossworld, writer, translator, and lifelong puzzler Marc Romano goes where
no Number 2 pencil has gone before, as he delves into the minds of the world’s cleverest crossword
creators and puzzlers, and sets out on his own quest to join their ranks. While covering the American
Crossword Puzzle Tournament for the Boston Globe, Romano was amazed by the skill of the
competitors and astonished by the cast of characters he came across—like Will Shortz, beloved
editor of the New York Times puzzle and the only academically accredited “enigmatologist” (puzzle



scholar); Stanley Newman, Newsday’s puzzle editor and the fastest solver in the world; and Brendan
Emmett Quigley, the wickedly gifted puzzle constructer and the Virgil to Marc’s Dante in his travels
through the crossword inferno. Chronicling his own journey into the world of puzzling—even
providing tips on how to improve crosswording skills—Romano tells the story of crosswords and
word puzzles themselves, and of the colorful people who make them, solve them, and occasionally
become consumed by them. But saying this is a book about puzzles is to tell only half the story. It is
also an explanation into what crosswords tell us about ourselves—about the world we live in, the
cultures that nurture us, and the different ways we think and learn. If you’re a puzzler, Crossworld
will enthrall you. If you have no idea why your spouse send so much time filling letters into little
white squares, Crossworld will tell you – and with luck, save your marriage. CROSSWORLD | by
Marc Romano ACROSS 1. I am hopelessly addicted to the New York Times crossword puzzle. 2. Like
many addicts, I was reluctant to admit I have a problem. 3. The hints I was heading for trouble
came, at first, only occasionally. 4. The moments of panic when I realized that I might not get my fix
on a given day. 5. The toll on relationships. 6. The strained friendships. 7. The lost hours I could
have used to do something more productive. 8. It gets worse, too. DOWN 1. You’re not just playing a
game. 2. You’re constantly broadening your intellectual horizons. 3. You spend a lot of time looking
at and learning about the world around you. 4. You have to if you want to develop the accumulated
store of factual information you’ll need to get through a crossword puzzle. 5. Puzzle people are nice
because they have to be. 6. The more you know about the world, the more you tend to give all things
in it the benefit of the doubt before deciding if you like them or not. 7. I’m not saying that all
crossword lovers are honest folk dripping with goodness. 8. I would say, though, that if I had to toss
my keys and wallet to someone before jumping off a pier to save a drowning girl, I’d look for the
fellow in the crowd with the daily crossword in his hand.
  crossword clue part of speech: Pansegrouw's Crossword Dictionary Louisa Pansegrouw,
1994-10-04 With over 90 000 entries in alphabetical order, this crossword dictionary is a
comprehensive yet easy to use reference with material from a wide range of sources.
  crossword clue part of speech: Grammar, Meaning, and Concepts Susan Strauss, Parastou
Feiz, Xuehua Xiang, 2018-05-11 Grammar, Meaning, and Concepts: A Discourse-Based Approach to
English Grammar is a book for language teachers and learners that focuses on the meanings of
grammatical constructions within discourse, rather than on language as structure governed by rigid
rules. This text emphasizes the ways in which users of language construct meaning, express
viewpoints, and depict imageries using the conceptual, meaning-filled categories that underlie all of
grammar. Written by a team of authors with years of experience teaching grammar to future
teachers of English, this book puts grammar in the context of real language and illustrates grammar
in use through an abundance of authentic data examples. Each chapter also provides a variety of
activities that focus on grammar, genre, discourse, and meaning, which can be used as they are or
can be adapted for classroom practice. The activities are also designed to raise awareness about
discourse, grammar, and meaning in all facets of everyday life, and can be used as springboards for
upper high school, undergraduate, and graduate level research projects and inquiry-based
grammatical analysis. Grammar, Meaning, and Concepts is an ideal textbook for those in the areas
of teacher education, discourse analysis, applied linguistics, second language teaching, ESL, EFL,
and communications who are looking to teach and learn grammar from a dynamic perspective.
  crossword clue part of speech: Beyond Crossword Puzzles Michael W. Miller, 1983
  crossword clue part of speech: Vocabulary Puzzles & Activities, Grade 6 Teacher Created
Resources, 2008-01-04
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