crossword clue figures of speech

crossword clue figures of speech are a common and intriguing challenge for puzzle enthusiasts and
language lovers alike. Understanding the variety and nuances of these linguistic devices can significantly
enhance solving crossword puzzles where such clues are featured. Figures of speech, including metaphors,
similes, idioms, and other rhetorical devices, enrich language by adding layers of meaning, vivid imagery,
or emphasis. In crossword puzzles, clues referencing figures of speech often require solvers to think beyond
literal definitions and consider symbolic or figurative interpretations. This article will explore the most
frequently encountered figures of speech in crossword clues, explain their definitions and usages, and
provide examples to help recognize them in puzzles. Additionally, strategies for decoding these clues will

be discussed to improve accuracy and speed in solving crossword puzzles that feature figures of speech.
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Common Figures of Speech in Crossword Clues

Figures of speech are expressions that convey meaning in a non-literal way to add emphasis, clarity, or

beauty to language. In crossword puzzles, clues referencing these expressions often serve as subtle hints
requiring solvers to identify the particular figure of speech. Some of the most common figures of speech
encountered in crossword clues include metaphors, similes, idioms, personification, hyperbole, and

alliteration.

Metaphors

Metaphors describe one thing by asserting that it is another, establishing a direct comparison without using
“like” or “as.” This figure of speech is prevalent in crossword clues because it condenses complex ideas into

vivid, symbolic language. For example, a clue might say “Sea of troubles” to hint at the metaphor “storm.”



Similes

Similes explicitly compare two different things using “like” or “as.” These are often clues that suggest a

” to lead to answers like “flash” or “cheetah.”

likeness in qualities or characteristics, such as “Quick as a

Recognizing similes in clues can help solvers identify the answer by focusing on the comparative element.

Idioms

Idioms are fixed expressions whose meanings cannot be deduced from the individual words. Crossword
clues referencing idioms require knowledge of common phrases, such as “Break the ice” or “Bite the

bullet.” These clues often appear with hints such as “common saying” or “figurative phrase.”

Personification

Personification attributes human characteristics to non-human subjects. In crossword clues, this figure of
speech might be indicated by references to inanimate objects or abstract concepts acting like people, for
example, “The wind whispered” or “Time marches on.” Identifying personification clues involves

recognizing the attribution of human traits in figurative language.

Hyperbole

Hyperbole is deliberate exaggeration for emphasis or effect. Crossword clues using hyperbole might be
phrased as “As old as the hills” or “A million times,” suggesting answers that relate to exaggeration or vast

quantities. Understanding hyperbole helps in interpreting clues that seem overstated or exaggerated.

Alliteration

Alliteration is the repetition of initial consonant sounds in closely placed words. While less common in
crossword clues, alliteration may be referenced when a clue hints at tongue twisters or poetic devices, such

as “Peter Piper’s pick.” Recognizing alliteration can assist with clues focused on sound patterns.

Understanding Metaphors and Similes

Metaphors and similes are foundational figures of speech that often appear in crossword clues. Their ability
to convey complex meanings succinctly makes them popular in puzzle construction. Distinguishing

between these two types of comparisons is key to solving related clues efficiently.



What Is a Metaphor?

A metaphor is a direct comparison that states one thing is another, often revealing hidden similarities. For
example, “Time is a thief” implies that time steals moments from life. Crossword clues using metaphors

may challenge solvers to identify the implied object or concept rather than the literal words.

What Is a Simile?

Similes compare two different things explicitly using “like” or “as,” such as “brave as a lion.” In crossword
puzzles, clues referencing similes often contain these comparative words or phrases, signaling to solvers that

the answer relates to the quality being compared.

Examples of Metaphor and Simile Clues

¢ “Cloud nine” (metaphor for extreme happiness)

o “Assly asa ” (simile for cunning animals like “fox”)

¢ “Heart of stone” (metaphor for emotional coldness)

e “Like water off a

” (simile meaning easily dismissed, typically “duck”)

Idioms and Their Role in Crossword Puzzles

Idioms represent a significant category of figures of speech frequently used in crossword clues. Their fixed,
non-literal meanings require solvers to have a strong familiarity with common phrases and cultural

expressions. Recognizing idioms quickly can expedite puzzle solving.

Characteristics of Idioms

Idioms are phrases whose meanings cannot be directly inferred from the individual words. For instance,
“kick the bucket” means “to die,” not literally kicking a bucket. Crossword clues referencing idioms often

hint at common expressions, colloquialisms, or sayings that have figurative meanings.



Common Idioms in Crossword Clues

o “Bite the bullet” — to endure a painful experience
e “Break the ice” — to initiate conversation

o “Hit the sack” — to go to sleep

o “Let the cat out of the bag” — to reveal a secret

e “Under the weather” — feeling ill

Tips for Identifying Idiomatic Clues

Clues that suggest familiar sayings, involve unusual word combinations, or seem puzzling when taken
literally often point to idioms. Phrases with verbs that don’t align logically with their objects can also

indicate idiomatic expressions.

Other Rhetorical Devices Used as Crossword Clues

Beyond metaphors, similes, and idioms, crossword puzzles may feature clues related to a variety of other
figures of speech and rhetorical devices. These include irony, oxymoron, allusion, euphemism, and

onomatopoeia. Understanding these can broaden a solver’s ability to tackle diverse and challenging clues.

Irony

Irony involves expressing meaning by using language that normally signifies the opposite, often for
humorous or emphatic effect. Crossword clues referencing irony may involve phrases that contradict the

expected meaning, such as “Great for a rainy day” when implying something unfortunate.

Oxymoron

An oxymoron pairs contradictory terms to create a paradoxical effect, such as “bittersweet” or “deafening

silence.” Clues indicating oxymorons often hint at opposing or conflicting ideas combined in a single phrase.



Allusion

Allusion refers to an indirect reference to a person, event, or work of literature. Crossword clues may use

allusions to famous stories, historical events, or cultural references as subtle hints for answers.

Euphemism

Euphemisms are mild or indirect expressions substituted for ones considered harsh or blunt. Clues
involving euphemisms might soften difficult topics, such as “passed away” instead of “died.” Recognizing

euphemisms can help when clues avoid direct language.

Onomatopoeia

Onomatopoeia refers to words that imitate natural sounds, like “buzz” or “clang.” Crossword clues related to

onomatopoeia often involve sound effects or auditory hints.

Strategies for Solving Crossword Clues Involving Figures of
Speech

Successfully solving crossword clues based on figures of speech requires a combination of linguistic
knowledge, pattern recognition, and contextual inference. Employing effective strategies can improve

performance and enjoyment when encountering these clues.

Familiarize with Common Figures of Speech

Building a strong foundation in the definitions and examples of common figures of speech increases the
likelihood of recognizing them in crossword clues. Regular exposure to idioms, metaphors, and similes in

reading and puzzles enhances this familiarity.

Analyze Clue Wording Carefully

» «

Pay close attention to words that indicate figurative language, such as “like,” “as,” “say,” “figuratively,” or
“commonly said.” These often signal the presence of a figure of speech. Also, note unusual or paradoxical

phrasing that might hint at irony or oxymoron.



Consider the Puzzle’s Theme and Crossing Answers

The overall theme of the crossword and intersecting answers can provide context clues. Some puzzles focus
on idioms or literary devices, narrowing the scope of possible figures of speech. Cross-checking with

known letters from other answers helps confirm guesses.

Use Process of Elimination

If multiple figures of speech fit the clue, eliminate those that do not align with the clue’s length or crossing

letters. This methodical approach refines potential answers and increases accuracy.

Practice with Thematic Puzzles

Engaging regularly with puzzles featuring figures of speech and figurative language enhances pattern
recognition and clue interpretation skills. The more exposure to these clues, the more intuitive solving

them becomes.

Summary of Key Strategies

1. Learn and review common figures of speech.
2. Look for linguistic indicators in clues.

3. Use crossing letters for confirmation.

4. Pay attention to puzzle themes.

5. Practice consistently with relevant puzzles.

Frequently Asked Questions

‘What are common figures of speech that appear as crossword clue

answers?

Common figures of speech in crosswords include idioms, metaphors, similes, puns, and alliterations.



How can recognizing a figure of speech help solve a crossword clue?

Identifying a figure of speech can guide solvers to think beyond literal meanings and consider metaphorical

or symbolic interpretations.

What are typical crossword clue indicators for figures of speech?

Clues may include words like 'figuratively,' 'metaphorically,’ 'sayings,’ 'expression,’ or phrases suggesting

wordplay or non-literal meaning.

Can you give an example of a crossword clue involving a figure of
speech?

A clue like 'It's raining cats and ___ (idiom)' would lead to the answer 'dogs," which is a well-known

idiomatic expression.

Why do crossword puzzles use figures of speech in their clues?

Figures of speech add creativity and challenge, requiring solvers to think abstractly and interpret clues in

multiple ways.

Additional Resources

1. Figurative Language Unlocked: Mastering Crossword Clues

This book delves into the world of figures of speech commonly found in crossword puzzles. It explains
metaphors, similes, idioms, and more, providing examples and tips to recognize them quickly. Perfect for
crossword enthusiasts looking to sharpen their solving skills through better understanding of language

nuances.

2. The Art of Wordplay: Figures of Speech in Crosswords

Explore how crossword constructors cleverly use figures of speech to craft challenging clues. This guide
breaks down various types of wordplay, including puns, irony, and hyperbole, with an emphasis on their
role in crossword solving. Readers will gain insight into decoding tricky clues and enhancing their puzzle-

solving strategies.

3. Crossword Clues Decoded: A Guide to Figurative Expressions
A comprehensive resource that categorizes and explains the most common figurative expressions appearing
in crossword puzzles. The book offers detailed definitions, origins, and examples, helping solvers identify

subtle linguistic hints. It's an essential tool for anyone aiming to improve their clue interpretation skills.

4. Metaphors and More: Navigating Crossword Figurative Speech

Focused on metaphors and related figures of speech, this book teaches readers how these devices are



frequently employed in crossword clues. It includes exercises and annotated examples to practice
recognizing and understanding metaphorical language. Ideal for puzzlers who want to deepen their

appreciation of figurative language.

5. Idioms and Expressions: The Crossword Solver’s Toolkit
This book compiles a wide array of idioms and common expressions that often appear in crosswords. Each
entry includes explanations and example clues, showing how idiomatic phrases are used as hints. It's a

practical guide for solvers looking to expand their vocabulary and clue recognition.

6. Similes, Hyperboles, and Crosswords: A Linguistic Approach
By focusing on similes and hyperboles, this book reveals how exaggeration and comparison are utilized in
crossword clues to mislead or guide solvers. It provides clear definitions and practice puzzles to hone

detection skills. A useful read for those interested in the linguistic tricks behind crosswords.

7. The Puzzle of Personification: Figuring Out Figures of Speech in Crosswords
Personification is a common figure of speech used in puzzle clues to add creativity and challenge. This book
explains how personification and other rhetorical devices function within crosswords, supported by real

puzzle examples. It helps solvers appreciate and decode more imaginative clues.

8. Puns and Paradoxes: Exploring Wordplay in Crossword Clues

This engaging book explores the role of puns and paradoxes as figures of speech that frequently appear in
crossword puzzles. It teaches readers to identify and interpret these forms of wordplay through detailed
explanations and examples. An excellent resource for anyone who enjoys the witty side of crossword

solving.

9. Unlocking Allusions: Figurative Speech in Crossword Challenges

Allusions often enrich crossword clues with deeper meaning or cultural references. This book guides
solvers through the process of recognizing and understanding allusions as a figure of speech in puzzles. It
offers tips on improving knowledge of literary, historical, and pop culture references to boost solving

efficiency.
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comprehensive guide to crosswords is the perfect companion for puzzlers of all levels. Inside, you'll
find everything you need to know to get started and improve your solving skills, including: * A
detailed history of crosswords, from their humble beginnings to their current status as a global
phenomenon * An exploration of the different types of crosswords, from classic puzzles to themed
and cryptic crosswords * Expert tips and tricks for solving even the most challenging crosswords * A
step-by-step guide to constructing your own crosswords, from choosing a theme to filling in the grid
* Advice on how to publish and promote your puzzles, whether you want to share them with friends
and family or submit them to a publication But that's not all! This book also delves into the
fascinating culture of crosswords, including: * Profiles of famous crossword constructors and solvers
* A look at the major crossword tournaments and competitions * A discussion of the latest trends and
developments in the world of crosswords Whether you're a seasoned solver looking to improve your
skills or a newcomer to the world of crosswords, this book is packed with information and insights
that will entertain and inform you. So grab a pencil and paper, and let's get started on your
crossword journey today! **Unlock the secrets of crosswords and embark on a puzzling adventure
like never before!** If you like this book, write a review!

crossword clue figures of speech: Everybody Loves Crossword Puzzles Pasquale De Marco,
Embark on an Enthralling Crossword Adventure: Discover the World of Puzzles, Challenges, and
Mental Stimulation In the realm of word games, crosswords stand as a testament to the power of
human ingenuity and the allure of mental challenges. With their intricate grids, clever clues, and the
satisfaction of solving each puzzle, crosswords have captivated the minds of people around the world
for over a century. In this comprehensive guide to crosswords, you will embark on an exciting
journey through the world of puzzles, exploring their history, different types, and the immense
benefits they offer. Whether you are a seasoned solver looking to enhance your skills or a newcomer
eager to discover the joys of crosswords, this book is your ultimate companion. Unravel the Secrets
of Crossword Construction: Learn the Art of Creating Original Puzzles Beyond solving crosswords,
this book delves into the fascinating world of crossword construction, revealing the secrets behind
creating original grids and clues. You will learn the essential elements of a well-crafted crossword
puzzle, from the design of the grid to the construction of clever clues that both challenge and delight
solvers. Explore the Rich History of Crosswords: From Humble Beginnings to a Global Phenomenon
Crosswords have a rich and intriguing history, and this book takes you on a journey through time,
tracing their evolution from humble origins to their current status as a global phenomenon. You will
discover the key figures who shaped the development of crosswords, the cultural impact they have
had, and the enduring appeal that continues to attract solvers from all walks of life. Discover the Joy
of Solving Crosswords: Techniques, Strategies, and the Thrill of Completion Solving crosswords is
not just about filling in blanks; it is an art form that requires skill, strategy, and a touch of intuition.
This book provides a comprehensive guide to solving crosswords, covering everything from basic
techniques for beginners to advanced strategies for experienced solvers. You will learn how to
approach different types of clues, how to guess effectively, and how to work through challenging
puzzles with confidence. Immerse Yourself in the World of Crosswords: Culture, Competitions, and
the Global Community Crosswords are more than just puzzles; they are a cultural phenomenon that
has permeated various aspects of our lives. This book explores the role of crosswords in popular
culture, from their appearance in literature and film to their use as educational tools and their
impact on language and society. You will also discover the vibrant world of crossword competitions,
where solvers from around the world come together to test their skills and celebrate their shared
passion for puzzles. With its comprehensive coverage, engaging writing style, and abundance of
examples, this book is the ultimate resource for anyone interested in crosswords. Whether you are
looking to improve your solving skills, learn more about the history and culture of crosswords, or
simply discover new and exciting ways to challenge your mind, this book is the perfect guide for
your crossword journey. If you like this book, write a review!

crossword clue figures of speech: Shuffled Word Challenge Hugo Raines, Al, 2025-03-31
Shuffled Word Challenge explores the science behind our fascination with jumbled words, revealing



how unscrambling letters is more than just a game; it's a powerful exercise for cognitive flexibility
and vocabulary enhancement. The book dives into the cognitive science of word recognition,
explaining how our brains store and retrieve lexical information, and how jumbled letters disrupt
this process, forcing the brain to engage different neural pathways. Did you know that actively
searching for words reinforces your knowledge of root words, prefixes, and suffixes? The book
uniquely bridges scientific rigor with practical advice, combining linguistic studies, cognitive
experiments, and analyses of solved word puzzles. It progresses from introducing the cognitive
science of word recognition to analyzing expert strategies for quickly decoding words, such as
identifying common letter combinations and recognizing prefixes and suffixes. Readers will learn
how these techniques apply not only to word puzzles, but also to broader language skills. It
emphasizes the cognitive benefits of word puzzles, highlighting how they can enhance mental acuity
and linguistic abilities. The book's approach makes complex concepts accessible, offering insights
into the why and how of word puzzles, and is especially valuable for educators, students, and word
game enthusiasts. By understanding the mechanisms at play when we unscramble words, we can
unlock strategies to improve our overall linguistic abilities, particularly relevant in an age where
lifelong learning is increasingly valued.

crossword clue figures of speech: The Contemporary Crossword Dictionary Thomas E. Libby,
2001 More than 100,000 solutions are included in this ultimate crossword puzzle solver that has
nearly three times the solution rate of other crossword dictionaries. This essential book uses sources
such as the New York Times, Chicago Tribune, and others to present the most comprehensive
reference dictionary to help crossword players solve the toughest of puzzles.

crossword clue figures of speech: Focus On: 100 Most Popular Television Series by Sony
Pictures Television Wikipedia contributors,

crossword clue figures of speech: Mystery Study Units Nancy Garrity, 2000 Tackles The
Westing Game and four thematically related short stories: The Cask of Amontillado, The Monkey's
Paw, The Phantom Coach, and a ghost story by Charles Dickens, The Signal-Man. This curriculum
unit provides everything needed for in-depth study of classic fiction (except the readily available
novels and short stories themselves): teaching directions, suggested schedules, background
information, author bios, plot summaries, vocabulary study guides, discussion of literary elements,
reproducible activities and assessments, and ideas for extensions. The time required for full
treatment is four weeks for each novel, one week for each short story. Grades 68. Glossaries. Answer
keys.

crossword clue figures of speech: Resources in Education , 1997

crossword clue figures of speech: Peopled Silence Peter Serracino Inglott, 1995

crossword clue figures of speech: Across and Down Eugene T. Maleska, 1984

crossword clue figures of speech: Emblems: Teacher's manual for Reading and language
bonus, 1983

crossword clue figures of speech: The Learning Differences Sourcebook Nancy S. Boyles,
Darlene Contadino, 1998-10-22 Presents information on the causes and types of learning disabilities,
discusses ways to identify them, and considers appropriate education options.

crossword clue figures of speech: The New York Times Magazine , 2002

crossword clue figures of speech: Index to Media and Materials for the Mentally Retarded,
Specific Learning Disabled, Emotionally Disturbed National Information Center for Special
Education Materials, 1978

crossword clue figures of speech: Resources in Education , 1996

crossword clue figures of speech: Teaching Reading J. Estill Alexander, 1983 This text is
intended for teachers and prospective teachers enrolled in an elementary reading methods course.
Our principal goal in creating this book--from class-testing preliminary materials in the mid-1970s to
most recently revising all chapters for this edition--has been to help students of reading methods
acquire the knowledge, skills, and strategies that are an integral part of effective teaching.

crossword clue figures of speech: Acting Heightened Text Catherine Weidner, 2025-09-30




Acting Heightened Text: The Basics offers a foundational understanding of heightened text in drama,
fused with a truthful, contemporary approach to acting. Using detailed text analysis and dynamic
rehearsal exercises, actors and students bring heightened language to life by cultivating a joyful
curiosity. A three-step homework process focuses attention on demystifying the intricacies of verse
and prose, conveying meaning, clarifying changes in action (subtle shifts and beat changes), playing
actions, and utilizing tactics. An innovative technique called hooking sparks energy between
partners, and focuses actors on responding to impulses to create a wide variety of
textually-supported choices. The book includes up-to-date practical approaches to effective
auditions, callbacks and rehearsals, specific tools for handling rhyming couplets, complex rhetorical
arguments, and materials to support a lifelong pursuit of engaging with dramatic material with rigor
and passion. Acting Heightened Text: The Basics provides a wealth of resources for actors, directors,
students, and teachers to navigate the demands and embrace the challenges within dramatic texts.
To support the learning process and enhance the understanding of the lessons from the book, please
visit the Support Material, available at www.routledge.com/9781032695297. These include scenes
and monologues for practice, real-life examples of students using these techniques, and detailed
examples from the Try It! sections within each chapter, such as line-outs, action verbs, rhetorical
maps, and hooking.

crossword clue figures of speech: Historical Thesaurus of the Oxford English Dictionary
Christian Kay, 2009-10-22 A 40-year project in the making, the Historical Thesaurus of the Oxford
English Dictionary covers more than 920,000 words and meanings based on the Oxford English
Dictionary.

crossword clue figures of speech: Robert Ward's The Crucible Robert Paul Kolt, 2008-12-12
In Robert Ward's The Crucible: Creating an American Musical Nationalism, Robert Paul Kolt
explores the life of the American composer Robert Ward through an examination of his most popular
and enduring work, The Crucible. Focusing on the musical-linguistic relationships within the opera,
Kolt demonstrates Ward's unique synthesis of text and music, one that lends itself to the perception
of American musical nationalism. This book contains the most thorough and in-depth biography of
Ward yet in print. Based on interviews with the composer, Kolt presents new information about
Ward's life and career, focusing on his opera and examining the formation and construction of The
Crucible's libretto and score, in turn offering new insights into the process of composing an opera.
Kolt observes how the libretto's linguistic aspects helped Ward formulate the opera's melodic and
rhythmic musical material. A detailed and unique analysis of the opera, particularly the musical and
linguistic techniques Ward employed, demonstrates how these techniques lend themselves to the
opera's reception as a work of American musical nationalism. The book also provides yet
unpublished information on Arthur Miller's play, examining how it came to be written and soon after
became the basis for Ward's work. Several appendixes provide a fuller picture, including a deleted
scene from Miller's play and Ward's version of the scene, a chronological overview of the Salem
Witchcraft Trials, and illustrations and photo reproductions from Ward's manuscript.
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crossword clue figures of speech: The Spectator, 2006
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