
crossword clue unfinished business

crossword clue unfinished business is a phrase commonly encountered in
crossword puzzles, often prompting solvers to seek the most fitting word or
phrase that completes the clue. This article explores the various
interpretations, common answers, and strategies to tackle the crossword clue
"unfinished business." Understanding the typical contexts and synonyms
associated with this clue can enhance puzzle-solving efficiency and
enjoyment. Additionally, the article delves into the nuances of crossword
puzzle design, how "unfinished business" clues are crafted, and the
importance of recognizing linguistic patterns. Whether you are a casual
solver or a dedicated crossword enthusiast, this comprehensive guide offers
valuable insights and practical tips for decoding the crossword clue
unfinished business with ease.

Understanding the Meaning of Unfinished Business

Common Answers to the Crossword Clue Unfinished Business

Strategies for Solving Crossword Clues Like Unfinished Business

The Role of Synonyms and Semantic Variations

Examples and Analysis of Crossword Clues Featuring Unfinished Business

Understanding the Meaning of Unfinished
Business

The phrase "unfinished business" typically refers to tasks, issues, or
matters that remain incomplete or unresolved. In everyday language, it
implies obligations or goals that have yet to be fulfilled, often carrying a
sense of urgency or necessity. Within the context of crossword puzzles, this
phrase is used to hint at answers that relate to incompletion, pending
matters, or unresolved affairs. Recognizing the conceptual meaning behind
unfinished business is essential for identifying appropriate answers in
crossword grids. This understanding extends to appreciating synonyms,
idiomatic expressions, and related terminology that crossword constructors
might use to challenge solvers.

Literal and Figurative Interpretations

Unfinished business can be interpreted both literally and figuratively in
crosswords. Literally, it might refer to unfinished tasks or incomplete
projects. Figuratively, it can represent lingering issues, unresolved
conflicts, or anything left undone. Crossword clues might leverage either
interpretation depending on their difficulty and thematic focus. This
flexibility allows puzzle creators to employ a range of answer possibilities,
from simple words like "debt" or "task" to more complex phrases such as "open
case" or "pending issue."



Contextual Usage in Puzzles

Crossword clues often rely on context to guide solvers toward the intended
meaning. For "unfinished business," the surrounding clues or the puzzle’s
theme can provide hints about whether the answer should be a noun, phrase, or
idiomatic expression. Recognizing these contextual cues is crucial in
narrowing down potential answers and avoiding common pitfalls.

Common Answers to the Crossword Clue Unfinished
Business

When encountering the crossword clue unfinished business, solvers frequently
come across a set of common answers that reflect the phrase's meaning. These
answers range in length and complexity, often depending on the puzzle’s style
and difficulty. Understanding these typical solutions can expedite the
solving process and improve accuracy.

Single-Word Answers

Many crossword puzzles use concise, single-word answers to represent
unfinished business. These include:

DEBT: A financial obligation that remains unpaid, symbolizing an
unresolved matter.

CASE: Often used to indicate a pending legal or investigative matter.

TASK: A job or duty that is incomplete.

ISSUE: A point of contention or matter requiring resolution.

WORK: Projects or assignments that have not been completed.

Phrase-Based Answers

Some crossword puzzles prefer answers that are phrases or compound terms
related to unfinished business. Examples include:

OPEN CASE: Refers to an unresolved investigation or matter.

PENDING ITEM: Something awaiting action or completion.

TO DO: A list of tasks or errands yet to be completed.

LEFTOVER: Something remaining or unfinished.



Strategies for Solving Crossword Clues Like
Unfinished Business

Successfully solving the crossword clue unfinished business often requires a
strategic approach that combines vocabulary knowledge, contextual analysis,
and pattern recognition. Employing effective techniques can significantly
reduce the time spent on such clues and improve overall puzzle-solving
skills.

Analyzing Clue Length and Letter Patterns

One of the first steps is to consider the number of letters indicated by the
crossword grid and any already filled-in letters. This information can help
narrow down possible answers from the list of common solutions. For instance,
a four-letter answer with the second letter "E" and the fourth letter "T"
might suggest "DEBT."

Using Synonyms and Related Terms

Since crossword clues often employ synonyms or related terms to increase
challenge, solvers should think broadly about words associated with
unfinished business. Brainstorming lists of synonyms such as "incomplete,"
"pending," "unresolved," and "outstanding" can lead to potential answers not
immediately obvious from the clue alone.

Leveraging Crossword Themes and Crossings

Many puzzles are built around a theme that can provide hints about answers.
Additionally, intersecting words (crossings) offer critical letters that can
confirm or eliminate possible solutions. Paying close attention to these
elements often reveals the correct answer to the clue unfinished business.

The Role of Synonyms and Semantic Variations

Synonyms and semantic variations play a pivotal role in solving crossword
clues, especially those involving abstract concepts like unfinished business.
Crossword constructors frequently use alternative expressions to challenge
solvers and enrich the puzzle's linguistic texture.

Common Synonyms for Unfinished Business

Recognizing synonyms expands the solver’s toolkit. Common terms related to
unfinished business include:

Outstanding: Remaining to be done or dealt with.

Pending: Awaiting decision or settlement.

Incomplete: Not finished or lacking parts.



Unresolved: Not settled or decided.

Undone: Not completed or finished.

Semantic Nuances in Crossword Clues

Understanding subtle differences in meaning helps in identifying the best fit
for a given clue. For example, while "debt" specifically refers to owed
money, "pending" can apply to a wider variety of unfinished matters.
Crossword clues may exploit these nuances to increase difficulty or
precision.

Examples and Analysis of Crossword Clues
Featuring Unfinished Business

Examining actual crossword clues and their solutions offers practical
insights into how the clue unfinished business is used across different
puzzles. This analysis helps solvers recognize patterns and improve their
solving strategies.

Example Clue: "Crossword clue: Unfinished business (4
letters)"

This straightforward clue typically leads to the answer "DEBT," as it fits
both the letter count and the concept of something not yet resolved.

Example Clue: "Unfinished business in court (4
letters)"

In this context, the answer is often "CASE," reflecting a pending or ongoing
legal matter.

Example Clue: "Unfinished business list (2 letters)"

A common answer for this brief clue is "TO," referencing the beginning of the
phrase "to do," implying tasks that remain incomplete.

Analyzing Clue Variations

Clues may vary in specificity, wordplay, or indirectness. For instance, a
clue might use "leftover" or "open" as part of a phrase to hint at unfinished
business, requiring solvers to think beyond direct synonyms. Attention to the
clue’s wording and puzzle theme is essential in such cases.



Frequently Asked Questions

What does the crossword clue 'unfinished business'
commonly refer to?

The crossword clue 'unfinished business' commonly refers to words or phrases
implying something incomplete, such as 'PENDING', 'INCOMPLETE', or 'REMAINS'.

Which words are often used as answers for the
crossword clue 'unfinished business'?

Common answers include 'PENDING', 'REMAINS', 'INCOMPLETE', 'OUTSTANDING', and
'UNRESOLVED'.

Is 'PENDING' a suitable answer for the crossword clue
'unfinished business'?

Yes, 'PENDING' is a suitable and frequently used answer for the clue
'unfinished business' as it indicates something awaiting completion.

How can context in a crossword puzzle help solve the
clue 'unfinished business'?

Context such as the number of letters and intersecting words helps determine
the precise answer among synonyms like 'PENDING', 'REMAINS', or
'OUTSTANDING'.

Are there any idiomatic expressions used as answers
for the clue 'unfinished business'?

Occasionally, crossword puzzles may use idiomatic expressions like 'LOOSE
ENDS' to represent 'unfinished business'.

Can the answer to 'unfinished business' in a
crossword be a single word or a phrase?

The answer can be either a single word like 'PENDING' or a phrase such as
'LOOSE ENDS', depending on the puzzle's requirements.

What strategies help solve the crossword clue
'unfinished business' quickly?

Strategies include considering synonyms related to incomplete tasks, checking
intersecting letters, and thinking about common crossword answers like
'PENDING' or 'OUTSTANDING'.

Additional Resources
1. Unfinished Business by Judith McNaught
This romantic novel follows the story of a determined woman who revisits her



past to confront unresolved feelings and secrets. As she navigates old
relationships and new challenges, she learns the importance of closure and
forgiveness. The book combines emotional depth with a compelling narrative
about love and second chances.

2. Unfinished Business: Women Men Work Family by Anne-Marie Slaughter
A thought-provoking exploration of the ongoing challenges faced by women in
balancing professional ambitions with family responsibilities. Slaughter
provides insights into societal expectations and offers practical solutions
for achieving gender equality. This book is a crucial read for understanding
modern work-life dynamics.

3. Unfinished Business: The Life and Times of Michael J. Fox by Michael J.
Fox
An inspiring memoir by the beloved actor, detailing his career, personal
struggles, and battle with Parkinson’s disease. Fox shares candid reflections
on resilience, hope, and the power of advocacy. The book offers both a
heartfelt narrative and a call to action for medical research.

4. Unfinished Business: The Case for Bold Action to Prevent Climate Change by
James Gustave Speth
This environmental manifesto argues for urgent and transformative policies to
combat global warming. Speth critiques past efforts and outlines a roadmap
for sustainable development. The book is a passionate plea for collective
responsibility to safeguard the planet.

5. Unfinished Business: Women, Islam, and the State by Valentine M. Moghadam
An analytical study of the intersections between gender, religion, and
politics in Muslim-majority countries. Moghadam explores the struggles and
advancements of women’s rights within Islamic frameworks. The book sheds
light on the complexities of reform and cultural change.

6. Unfinished Business: South Africa, Apartheid, and Truth by Andre Brink
A compelling examination of South Africa’s journey toward reconciliation
after decades of apartheid. Brink delves into the unresolved issues that
continue to affect society and the efforts to address them through the Truth
and Reconciliation Commission. The narrative is a powerful reflection on
justice and healing.

7. Unfinished Business: The Fight for Women's Rights in the 21st Century by
Anneke Smit
This book chronicles the ongoing global struggle for gender equality,
focusing on contemporary challenges and victories. Smit highlights key
movements, legislation, and activists shaping the future of women’s rights.
It serves as both a history and a call to action for continued progress.

8. Unfinished Business: The Art of Writing Memoir by Sherry Ellis
A practical guide for aspiring memoirists, this book offers techniques and
inspiration for telling personal stories. Ellis emphasizes the importance of
addressing unfinished emotional and psychological issues through writing. It
encourages writers to find closure and meaning in their narratives.

9. Unfinished Business: The Story of a Broken Marriage by Emily Richardson
A poignant novel exploring the complexities of love, betrayal, and
reconciliation within a troubled marriage. Through richly developed
characters, Richardson examines the painful process of confronting past
mistakes and the possibility of healing. The story resonates with anyone who
has faced relational challenges.
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  crossword clue unfinished business: Coward at the Bridge James Delingpole, 2009-06-01
Trapped in a cupboard with a nubile blonde nymphomaniac; crossing the Waal under a hail of fire
with the US paratroops of 82ndairborne; rattling in a jeep through the Dutch countryside with the
men of 1stAirborne Recce Squadron; trying to take out a self-propelled gun with a ruddy useless
PIAT. It's all in a day's work for Lt Dick Coward and Sgt Tom Price on their second published
adventure. After the horrors of D-Day, they find themselves plunged into even greater chaos and
mayhem as they land in the deceptively tranquil countryside around Arnhem, Holland, as part of
Operation Market Garden. What should be a pushover - the ingenious scheme that everyone thinks
will end the war by Christmas - turns into Britain's biggest military disaster of the Second World
War. But if it's a cock-up, by golly is it a glorious one. Rarely if ever have Allied soldiers acquitted
themselves better than the British, Americans and Poles, as they fought against the might of the SS,
in their bid to capture 'The Bridge Too Far. As usual Coward and Price are in the thick of it. They
have to be. If Coward doesn't get a VC this time, he'll be booted off the family estate for good, and
stand no chance of winning the heart of the fickle, dangerously beguiling Gina. Will he get the
medal? Will he get the girl? Will Price be driven so mad by his master's Bertie Wooster-like stupidity
that he ends up throttling him first?
  crossword clue unfinished business: When The Lost Hear the Silent Marie Nolan Fiala,
2024-01-22 A seemingly idyllic life is shattered in an instant, and Phil McCormick, again, finds
himself with more questions than answers. Facing crushing grief and financial ruin, everything he
attempts seems to only move him in the opposite direction. He finds himself pushed out of his role of
family provider and resentful of being reliant on a friend who used to come to Phil for everything. A
mysterious sound that only he can hear further complicates the already-chaotic situation and makes
him question his grip on sanity as well. Each of his relationships are suffering as a result, and he
feels completely alone in this fight. Armed only with a cryptic message from his deceased former
mentor, Evelyn, will Phil be able to find the correct path forward? Will he discover that sometimes
the only thing you can do when you have nothing left is to help someone else? Can he do all this
while facing demons from his family's past that threaten to ruin his future? When the Lost Hear the
Silent is a powerful story of love, loss, and forgiveness. This emotional sequel to When the Lost Seek
the Lonely is a must-read for anyone trying to navigate the inevitable ups and downs of life.
  crossword clue unfinished business: A Load of Old Bones Suzette Hill, 2011-08-25 All the
Reverend Francis Oughterard had ever wanted was some peace and quiet, instead he becomes
entangled in a nightmare world of accidental murder, predatory female parishioners, officious
policemen and a drunken bishop. As the vicar's life spirals out of control it is his supercilious cat,
Maurice, and bone obsessed hound, Bouncer, who save the day. A Load of Old Bones is a charming
and farcical romp through a 1950's mythical Surrey. Praise for Suzette A. Hill: 'Perfect one-sitting
summer read.' Laura Wilson, Guardian 'E F Benson crossed with Jerome K Jerome' The Times
audiobooks review 'Quite why this series should be charming, astringent and witty, instead of
emetically twee, I am not sure, but it is entirely delightful' Guardian 'This dry, funny British gem,
with its eccentric cast of characters, will have readers laughing and eagerly awaiting the next
episode' Publishers Weekly
  crossword clue unfinished business: American Drama Clive Bloom, 1995-07-07 An
introduction to American drama, aimed at students, academics and serious readers, which is also
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concerned that the unfamiliar names and forgotten voices of those who made a major contribution to
its history, have been unfairly neglected.
  crossword clue unfinished business: SAMPLER - The Tanpepper Disaster Survival
Starter Pack Saul Tanpepper, SAMPLE THE ULTIMATE DISASTER SURVIVOR STARTER PACK
Looking for something thrilling to read but can't decide which Tanpepper series is right for you?
Now's your chance to dive into four different disaster survivor series at no risk. Get the maximum
allowed samples from four first-in-series titles for the price of none! DOWNLOAD THE BUNDLE,
THEN GET THE BUNDLE TO SAVE A BUNDLE! This set includes the beginning chapter samples
from: The 1st book in the BUNKER 12 series: Contain The 1st book in the FLENSE series: China The
1st book in the ZPOCALYPTO series: Hacked Into The Game The 1st book in the SCORCHED EARTH
series: Fire On The Mountain For fans of: Kyla Stone A.G. Riddle T.L. Payne Franklin Horton James
Patterson Mathew Mather James Prescott Mark Tufo Shawn Chesser Sarah Lyons Fleming John
O'brien Jonathan Maberry Ryan Schow Grace Hamilton A. American
  crossword clue unfinished business: The Bulletin , 2003-11
  crossword clue unfinished business: Start with What Works Andy Bass, 2021-05-01 Start
with What Works helps you to create new growth opportunities using the resources you already have
at hand. It sounds obvious but frequently, managers discount the value of their familiar resources,
and instead, they look outside for something new. This can demotivate employees and be costly in
terms of money and time. It’s often a lot quicker, cheaper and safer to see your existing resources
with fresh eyes. This book shows you how to recognise overlooked potential in existing resources,
and how to flip the right switches to activate that potential. Covering ten lessons you can use for a
variety of situations, each will feature a case study and a new mindset to adopt. With practical tools
and templates, each will trigger fruitful discussions and insights for your organisation. You’ll learn
how to apply them to the situations you face, so that you can identify new opportunities, and turn
those opportunities into action.
  crossword clue unfinished business: The Complete Crossword Companion Jeremy
Howard-Williams, 1987
  crossword clue unfinished business: The Listener , 1987-07
  crossword clue unfinished business: Observer , 1976
  crossword clue unfinished business: New York , 1972
  crossword clue unfinished business: Publishers' Circular and Booksellers' Record of British
and Foreign Literature , 1934-07
  crossword clue unfinished business: American Book Publishing Record , 1985
  crossword clue unfinished business: The Publishers' Circular and the Publisher &
Bookseller , 1935
  crossword clue unfinished business: Time & Tide Helen A. Archdale, Margaret Haig Thomas
Mackworth (Viscountess Rhondda), 1954
  crossword clue unfinished business: Canadian Saturday Night , 1992
  crossword clue unfinished business: Books in Print , 1956
  crossword clue unfinished business: The New York Times Magazine , 2006
  crossword clue unfinished business: The Publishers' Circular and Booksellers' Record , 1956
  crossword clue unfinished business: The New York Times Book Review Index, 1896-1970:
Category index , 1973
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