cu vs nebraska history

cu vs nebraska history reflects one of the most intriguing and competitive rivalries in college football.
This longstanding series between the University of Colorado Buffaloes and the University of Nebraska
Cornhuskers has produced memorable moments, intense battles, and significant impacts on
conference standings and postseason opportunities. Tracing the origins and evolution of this rivalry
offers insights into the broader history of college athletics in the Midwest and Rocky Mountain regions.
This article delves into the key games, changes in conference affiliations, coaching legends, and
statistical highlights that define the cu vs nebraska history. Understanding this rivalry provides a
deeper appreciation for both programs’ traditions and the cultural significance of their matchups. The
following sections will explore the early years, conference dynamics, notable games, player

contributions, and the rivalry’s status in recent years.
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Early Years of the CU vs Nebraska Rivalry

The cu vs nebraska history dates back to the early 20th century, with the first meeting occurring in
1898. During these formative years, both programs were establishing their identities within college
football. The rivalry developed gradually, fueled by geographic proximity and competitive spirit. Early

encounters were sporadic but laid the groundwork for a more consistent series later in the century.

Initial Meetings and Outcomes

The initial games between Colorado and Nebraska were marked by Nebraska’s dominance, as the
Cornhuskers were already an established powerhouse. Colorado, still developing its football program,
struggled to match Nebraska’s strength during this period. However, the Buffaloes showed resilience,

gradually improving their competitiveness with each matchup.

The Rivalry’s Growth in the Mid-20th Century

By the mid-1900s, the rivalry intensified as Colorado’s program matured. The two teams began
competing more regularly, often with conference implications at stake. This era saw more balanced
contests and the emergence of key players who contributed to the rivalry's lore. The increasing
frequency and stakes of these games helped solidify the cu vs nebraska history as a significant

chapter in college football.

Conference Affiliation and Its Impact

Conference realignment played a pivotal role in shaping the cu vs nebraska history. Both teams were
members of the Big Eight Conference for many years, which fostered annual matchups that were
highly anticipated by fans and media alike. The dynamics of conference play added layers of

competitiveness and consequences to each game.



Big Eight Conference Era

During the Big Eight era, Colorado and Nebraska faced off every season, with the rivalry often
influencing conference championships and bowl game selections. Nebraska dominated much of this
period, winning multiple conference titles, but Colorado occasionally upset the Cornhuskers, creating

memorable moments that energized the rivalry.

Transition to the Big 12 Conference

In 1996, the formation of the Big 12 Conference, which included both Colorado and Nebraska,
continued the tradition of annual games. This transition maintained the rivalry’s prominence within a
larger and more competitive framework. The Big 12 era featured some of the most dramatic and
consequential games in the cu vs nebraska history, as both teams vied for national and conference

recognition.

Memorable Games and Historic Moments

The cu vs nebraska history is punctuated by several memorable games that have become part of
college football folklore. These contests often featured dramatic finishes, upset victories, and standout

performances that highlighted the intensity and unpredictability of the rivalry.

Notable Upsets and Turning Points

One of the most notable games occurred in 1986 when Colorado defeated Nebraska in a game that
significantly impacted the national championship race. Upsets like this demonstrated Colorado’s ability
to challenge Nebraska’s dominance and shifted momentum within the rivalry. Other key turning points

include games where late-game heroics or controversial calls added to the rivalry’s drama.



Classic Battles in the 1990s and Early 2000s

The 1990s and early 2000s featured classic battles that often had national championship implications.
Both teams fielded highly ranked squads, and their matchups were frequently televised nationally.
These games included multiple lead changes, defensive stands, and remarkable individual

performances that elevated the rivalry’s status.

Key Players and Coaches in CU vs Nebraska History

The rivalry has been shaped by numerous influential players and coaches whose contributions defined
the competitive spirit of cu vs nebraska history. These individuals left lasting legacies through their

leadership, skill, and memorable moments on the field.

Legendary Coaches

Coaches such as Bob Devaney and Tom Osborne at Nebraska established a culture of winning and
excellence that set the standard for the rivalry. At Colorado, coaches like Bill McCartney helped
elevate the Buffaloes to national prominence, including notable victories against Nebraska. Their

coaching philosophies and strategies often determined the outcomes of key games in the series.

Standout Players

Many players have made significant impacts in the rivalry, including Heisman Trophy winners and All-
Americans. Nebraska’s Tommie Frazier and Colorado’s Rashaan Salaam are examples of athletes
whose performances in cu vs nebraska matchups are still remembered for their athleticism and game-

changing plays. These players helped define eras within the rivalry and inspired future generations.



Statistical Overview and Series Records

The statistical history of the cu vs nebraska rivalry provides a quantitative perspective on its
competitive nature. Series records, scoring trends, and individual achievements illustrate the ebb and

flow of dominance between the two programs.

All-Time Series Record

As of the most recent meetings, Nebraska holds a lead in the all-time series, reflecting their historical
dominance. However, Colorado has secured significant victories that have prevented a one-sided

rivalry. The series record highlights the competitive balance and the shifts in power over time.

Statistical Highlights

Number of games played since the rivalry began

Largest margin of victory

Most consecutive wins by either team

Record-setting individual performances in rushing, passing, and defense

Impact of the rivalry on conference title outcomes

The Rivalry in the Modern Era

Recent developments have altered the landscape of the cu vs nebraska history, including conference



realignments and changes in scheduling. While the annual meetings ceased after Nebraska moved to

the Big Ten Conference in 2011, the rivalry remains a significant part of both schools’ athletic heritage.

Post-Big 12 Changes

Nebraska’s departure from the Big 12 ended the yearly football contests with Colorado, reducing the
frequency of the rivalry. Nonetheless, occasional non-conference matchups and other sports continue

to foster competitive interactions between the two universities.

Legacy and Future Prospects

Although the rivalry is currently on hiatus in football, the rich history of cu vs nebraska continues to
influence fan culture and institutional pride. Discussions about potential future games remain a topic of

interest, reflecting the lasting significance of this historic matchup in college sports.

Frequently Asked Questions

When did the University of Colorado (CU) and Nebraska first face each
other in football?

CU and Nebraska first faced each other in football in 1898, marking the beginning of a long-standing
rivalry.

What is the all-time football series record between CU and Nebraska?

As of recent records, Nebraska leads the all-time football series against Colorado, with a significant

number of wins compared to CU.



What was the significance of the 2001 CU vs Nebraska football
game?

The 2001 game was significant because Colorado upset Nebraska, ending their long winning streak

and impacting conference standings.

How did the CU vs Nebraska rivalry evolve after Nebraska joined the
Big Ten Conference?

After Nebraska joined the Big Ten in 2011, the regular football rivalry with CU ended, as Colorado

moved to the Pac-12, reducing direct competition.
Have CU and Nebraska competed in other sports besides football?
Yes, CU and Nebraska have competed in multiple sports like basketball and volleyball, though football

remains their most notable rivalry.

What was the impact of the Big 12 Conference on the CU vs
Nebraska rivalry?

Both teams were part of the Big 12 Conference, which intensified their rivalry through frequent and

high-stakes matchups.

Are there any memorable moments from CU vs Nebraska basketball
games?
While less prominent than football, there have been several competitive basketball games between CU

and Nebraska, including upsets and close finishes.

How do fans of CU and Nebraska view their historical rivalry?

Fans of both schools view the rivalry with pride and passion, recalling key games and moments that



defined their competitive relationship.

Will CU and Nebraska potentially renew their football rivalry in the
future?

There have been discussions about renewing the CU vs Nebraska football rivalry through non-

conference games, but no official matches have been scheduled yet.

Additional Resources

1. Rivalry on the Plains: CU vs Nebraska Football History

This book explores the intense football rivalry between the University of Colorado Buffaloes and the
University of Nebraska Cornhuskers. It traces the origins of the competition, highlighting key games
and memorable moments from both teams. The book also examines how this rivalry has impacted

college football in the Midwest.

2. Buffs and Huskers: The Story of CU vs Nebraska
A comprehensive history of the athletic rivalry between Colorado and Nebraska, focusing on football
but also touching on other sports. It delves into the cultural and regional significance of the rivalry,

providing insight into the traditions and fanbases of both universities.

3. Border Wars: Colorado and Nebraska in College Football
This title covers the historic clashes between CU and Nebraska on the gridiron. It includes detailed
analysis of pivotal games, player profiles, and the evolution of both programs. The book also discusses

how conference changes affected the rivalry over the years.

4. Huskers vs Buffaloes: A Historic College Football Rivalry
Focusing on the decades-long rivalry, this book highlights the competitive spirit and memorable
matchups between Nebraska and Colorado. It features interviews with former players and coaches, as

well as archival photographs that showcase the rivalry's legacy.



5. The Great Plains Showdown: CU vs Nebraska Through the Years
This book examines the rivalry within the broader context of Great Plains college football. It discusses
the geographic and cultural factors that fueled the competition between these two universities, along

with recounting some of the most thrilling games.

6. Colorado and Nebraska: A Rivalry Forged in Football
Detailing the origins and development of the CU-Nebraska rivalry, this book presents a narrative filled
with dramatic games and standout athletes. It also considers the impact of coaching changes and

team strategies on the rivalry's intensity.

7. Buffaloes and Cornhuskers: The Untold Stories of CU vs Nebraska
This volume uncovers lesser-known stories and anecdotes from the CU-Nebraska rivalry. It captures
the human side of the competition, from fan experiences to behind-the-scenes moments, enriching the

history with personal perspectives.

8. From the Rockies to the Cornfields: The CU-Nebraska Rivalry
Exploring the geographic and cultural contrasts between Colorado and Nebraska, this book highlights
how these differences have shaped the rivalry. It offers a mix of historical facts, game recaps, and

reflections on the rivalry’s significance in college sports.

9. Gridiron Battles: The Historic CU vs Nebraska Football Matchups
An in-depth look at the most significant football games between Colorado and Nebraska, this book
features play-by-play accounts, strategic breakdowns, and player highlights. It celebrates the intense

competition and enduring legacy of one of college football’s great rivalries.
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