
csun general education courses
csun general education courses form a foundational component of the academic experience at
California State University, Northridge (CSUN). These courses are designed to provide students with a
broad spectrum of knowledge, critical thinking skills, and cultural awareness that prepare them for
both specialized study and lifelong learning. The general education curriculum at CSUN encompasses
a diverse range of disciplines including humanities, social sciences, natural sciences, and
communication. Understanding the structure, requirements, and benefits of csun general education
courses is essential for students to successfully navigate their academic journey. This article provides
an in-depth overview of the general education program at CSUN, details the specific course
categories, explains how these courses integrate with degree requirements, and highlights important
considerations for course selection.
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Overview of CSUN General Education Curriculum
The csun general education courses are structured to ensure that all undergraduate students acquire
essential skills and knowledge across multiple academic disciplines. The curriculum is aligned with the
California State University system’s breadth requirements and aims to foster intellectual growth,
effective communication, and ethical reasoning. These courses typically cover areas such as written
and oral communication, mathematics, natural sciences, social sciences, humanities, and lifelong
learning. The general education program at CSUN supports the university’s mission to prepare
students for professional success and civic engagement by providing a well-rounded academic
foundation.

Categories of General Education Courses at CSUN
CSUN general education courses are divided into several categories that collectively fulfill the breadth
requirements mandated by the university. Each category focuses on distinct areas of knowledge and
skills development.



Basic Skills and Communication
This category emphasizes the development of critical reading, writing, and oral communication skills.
Courses include English composition, public speaking, and advanced writing classes designed to
enhance clarity and effectiveness in communication.

Mathematics and Quantitative Reasoning
Courses in this category focus on mathematical concepts and analytical reasoning. Students engage
with topics ranging from algebra and statistics to calculus, depending on their academic major and
interests.

Natural Sciences
The natural sciences category introduces students to scientific principles and methodologies. Courses
often include biology, chemistry, physics, and environmental science, many of which incorporate
laboratory components to provide hands-on learning experiences.

Social Sciences
Social science courses explore human behavior, societal structures, and cultural dynamics. This
category includes disciplines such as psychology, sociology, political science, and economics, offering
students insights into social systems and interactions.

Humanities
The humanities category covers the study of human culture, history, and expression. Courses include
literature, philosophy, art history, music appreciation, and languages, which cultivate critical thinking
and cultural awareness.

Lifelong Learning and Self-Development
This category encourages students to engage in personal growth and wellness. Courses may focus on
health education, stress management, or other areas that promote a balanced and informed lifestyle.
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Lifelong Learning and Self-Development

Meeting Graduation Requirements with General
Education
Completion of csun general education courses is a mandatory component of earning an
undergraduate degree at CSUN. These courses ensure that every graduate possesses a
comprehensive academic foundation in addition to their chosen major. The number of units required
for general education varies depending on the degree program but typically ranges between 48 and
51 semester units.

Students must carefully plan their coursework to satisfy the distribution requirements across all
categories. Academic advisors at CSUN provide guidance to help students select appropriate courses
that fulfill both general education and major prerequisites. Transfer students should also be aware of
how their completed coursework aligns with CSUN’s general education standards to ensure a smooth
transition.

Benefits of Completing CSUN General Education
Courses
Completing csun general education courses offers numerous academic and professional advantages.
These courses contribute to the development of versatile skills and broaden students’ perspectives,
which are valuable in any career path.

Enhanced Critical Thinking: Exposure to diverse disciplines promotes analytical and
problem-solving abilities.

Improved Communication Skills: Writing and speaking courses strengthen the ability to
convey ideas effectively.

Interdisciplinary Knowledge: Learning across fields fosters adaptability and innovation.

Preparation for Advanced Study: A solid general education foundation supports success in
upper-division courses and graduate programs.

Cultural Competency: Humanities and social sciences enhance understanding of global and
societal issues.



Tips for Selecting and Planning General Education
Courses
Strategic planning is essential to efficiently complete csun general education courses without delaying
graduation. The following tips can help students navigate their general education requirements
effectively.

Consult the CSUN General Education Pattern: Review the most current general education1.
curriculum guide to understand required courses and units.

Meet with an Academic Advisor: Advisors can provide personalized recommendations based2.
on degree plans and career goals.

Balance Course Load: Combine general education courses with major prerequisites to3.
maintain manageable semesters.

Consider Transfer Credits: Evaluate which previously completed courses satisfy CSUN4.
general education requirements.

Explore Areas of Interest: Use general education courses to discover new academic passions5.
or complementary fields.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the general education requirements at CSUN?
CSUN's general education requirements include courses across multiple areas such as Arts and
Humanities, Social Sciences, Natural Sciences, Mathematics, and Communication to ensure a well-
rounded academic foundation.

How many general education courses do I need to complete at
CSUN?
Students typically need to complete around 48 units of general education coursework at CSUN,
covering various subject areas as specified by the university's GE pattern.

Can I use AP or IB credits to fulfill CSUN general education
courses?
Yes, CSUN accepts AP and IB exam credits that meet certain score requirements to fulfill some
general education course requirements. It's important to consult the CSUN equivalency guide for
specific details.



Are there specific general education courses required for all
CSUN majors?
While general education courses are required for all students, some majors may have additional or
specific GE requirements. It's recommended to check the major's advising guide for any unique GE
stipulations.

How do I find which courses fulfill CSUN general education
requirements?
You can find approved general education courses on the CSUN website under the General Education
section or consult the university catalog, which lists courses by GE category.

Can general education courses at CSUN be taken online?
Yes, many general education courses at CSUN are available in online or hybrid formats, providing
flexibility for students to complete their GE requirements remotely.

Is it possible to complete all CSUN general education courses
before starting my major coursework?
While some students complete most GE courses early, it is not mandatory to finish all before starting
major classes. Students should plan their schedule with an academic advisor to balance GE and major
requirements effectively.

Do CSUN general education courses transfer from community
colleges?
Yes, many general education courses completed at California community colleges transfer to CSUN
and satisfy GE requirements, especially if they are part of the IGETC or CSU GE Breadth patterns.

Additional Resources
1. “Thinking Critically” by John Chaffee
This book introduces readers to the fundamental principles of critical thinking, a key skill emphasized
in many general education courses. It covers how to analyze arguments, recognize fallacies, and
develop well-reasoned positions. The text includes practical examples and exercises to help students
apply critical thinking in academic and everyday contexts.

2. “The Art of Public Speaking” by Stephen E. Lucas
A foundational resource for courses in communication, this book explores the techniques and
strategies for effective public speaking. It guides readers through speech preparation, delivery, and
audience engagement. The book also addresses overcoming anxiety and using visual aids to enhance
presentations.

3. “Biology: Concepts and Connections” by Neil A. Campbell and Jane B. Reece
Widely used in introductory biology courses, this book presents core biological concepts with clarity



and relevance. It integrates everyday examples to help students understand complex scientific ideas
and their applications. The text emphasizes critical thinking and scientific inquiry skills.

4. “Cultural Anthropology” by Barbara Miller
This book offers an accessible introduction to the study of human cultures and societies, a common
topic in general education social sciences. It explores cultural diversity, social structures, and human
behavior across the world. The text encourages students to appreciate cultural differences and
understand global interconnections.

5. “Introduction to Philosophy: Classical and Contemporary Readings” edited by John Perry, Michael
Bratman, and John Martin Fischer
A comprehensive collection of philosophical texts, this book supports courses that explore
fundamental questions about knowledge, reality, and ethics. It features both historical and modern
perspectives, encouraging students to engage with diverse philosophical arguments. The readings
promote analytical thinking and ethical reflection.

6. “The Norton Anthology of English Literature” edited by Stephen Greenblatt
This anthology is a staple for literature general education courses, compiling significant works from
the English literary tradition. It spans from medieval to contemporary literature, providing historical
context and critical analysis. The collection helps students develop skills in literary interpretation and
critical reading.

7. “Psychology: Themes and Variations” by Wayne Weiten
An introductory psychology textbook that covers foundational concepts such as cognition, behavior,
development, and mental health. It is designed to engage students with real-world applications and
current research findings. The book supports understanding of human behavior, a common subject in
general education.

8. “Environmental Science: A Global Concern” by William P. Cunningham and Mary Ann Cunningham
This book addresses the scientific principles and societal issues surrounding environmental
challenges. It is used in courses that focus on sustainability, ecology, and human impact on the
planet. The text emphasizes problem-solving and informed decision-making for environmental
stewardship.

9. “College Algebra” by Michael Sullivan
A widely adopted textbook for foundational mathematics courses, this book covers key algebraic
concepts and problem-solving techniques. It prepares students for higher-level math and quantitative
reasoning required across various disciplines. The text includes clear explanations, examples, and
practice problems to build confidence in math skills.
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  csun general education courses: California State University, Northridge Ellen Jarosz and
Stephen Kutay, 2018 California State University, Northridge began like many other institutions in
Los Angeles's San Fernando Valley, with trees cleared and foundations poured at sites that were
once orange, lemon, or avocado groves. While it passed its first years as the San Fernando Valley
campus of Los Angeles State College, it became San Fernando Valley State College (SFVSC) before
the 1958 fall term. As the campus and student body rapidly grew, SFVSC saw waves of political
activism promoting equal opportunities in higher education, protesting racism and discrimination,
and denouncing war. Negotiations between student groups, campus administration, and the Faculty
Senate ultimately led to the establishment of some of the nation's earliest programs in ethnic and
area studies. In 1972, the campus became California State University, Northridge (CSUN). Today,
over 2,000 faculty members serve 40,000 students pursuing bachelor's degrees in 69 disciplines,
master's degrees in 58 fields, doctorates in two fields, and 14 teaching credential programs.
  csun general education courses: The Mathematical Experience, Study Edition Philip
Davis, Reuben Hersh, Elena Anne Marchisotto, 2011-10-27 Winner of the 1983 National Book
Award! ...a perfectly marvelous book about the Queen of Sciences, from which one will get a real
feeling for what mathematicians do and who they are. The exposition is clear and full of wit and
humor... - The New Yorker (1983 National Book Award edition) Mathematics has been a human
activity for thousands of years. Yet only a few people from the vast population of users are
professional mathematicians, who create, teach, foster, and apply it in a variety of situations. The
authors of this book believe that it should be possible for these professional mathematicians to
explain to non-professionals what they do, what they say they are doing, and why the world should
support them at it. They also believe that mathematics should be taught to non-mathematics majors
in such a way as to instill an appreciation of the power and beauty of mathematics. Many people
from around the world have told the authors that they have done precisely that with the first edition
and they have encouraged publication of this revised edition complete with exercises for helping
students to demonstrate their understanding. This edition of the book should find a new generation
of general readers and students who would like to know what mathematics is all about. It will prove
invaluable as a course text for a general mathematics appreciation course, one in which the student
can combine an appreciation for the esthetics with some satisfying and revealing applications. The
text is ideal for 1) a GE course for Liberal Arts students 2) a Capstone course for perspective
teachers 3) a writing course for mathematics teachers. A wealth of customizable online course
materials for the book can be obtained from Elena Anne Marchisotto (elena.marchisotto@csun.edu)
upon request.
  csun general education courses: Assessing General Education Programs Mary J. Allen,
2006-03-03 General education is the core of the undergraduate experience. It provides a lasting
foundation for students’ future academic, civil, cultural, economic, and social lives. Additionally, as
part of most general education curricula, general education as well as first-year experience
programs are becoming virtually universal in colleges and universities; first-year seminars often are
integrated into general education programs to promote student retention, engagement, and success.
The assessment of these institution-wide efforts is particularly challenging, but many campuses have
made substantial progress from which we can learn. In this book, the author draws on her
experience with over sixty colleges, universities, and college systems to Establish a broad context for
general education and first-year experience programs and assessment, and summarize relevant
ideas from professional organizations Advise how to develop mission, goal, and outcome statements
Explain how to align curricula and pedagogy with learning outcomes, develop alignment questions to
be used in assessment projects, and describe how campuses can use course certification to promote
alignment Describe approaches for assessment planning, criteria for selecting strategies, and ethical
issues to be considered Provide examples of direct and indirect assessment strategies Discuss the
infrastructure for general education assessment and offer advice for effective collaboration among
faculty and staff Written for college and university administrators, assessment officers, faculty, and
staff who support general education and first-year experience programs, this book is a hands-on



guide for developing, aligning, and assessing general education programs in meaningful,
manageable, and sustainable ways. The author presents a variety of approaches and dozens of
examples to help readers understand what other campuses are doing and develop a repertoire of
their own methods so they can make informed decisions about their programs.
  csun general education courses: White Washing American Education Denise M. Sandoval,
Anthony J. Ratcliff, Tracy Lachica Buenavista, James R. Marín, 2016-10-03 Recent attacks on Ethnic
Studies, revisionist actions in curriculum content, and anti-immigrant policies are creating a new
culture war in America. This important work lays out the current debates—both in K–12 and higher
education—to uncover the dangers and to offer solutions. In 2010, HB 2281—a law that bans ethnic
studies in Arizona—was passed; in the same year, Texas whitewashed curriculum and textbook
changes at the K–12 level. Since then, the nation has seen a rise in the legal and political war on
Ethnic Studies, revisionist actions in curriculum content, and anti-immigrant policies, creating a new
culture war in America. White Washing American Education demonstrates the value and necessity of
Ethnic Studies in the 21st century by sharing the voices of those in the trenches—educators,
students, community activists, and cultural workers—who are effectively using multidisciplinary
approaches to education. This two-volume set of contributed essays provides readers with a
historical context to the current struggles and attacks on Ethnic Studies by examining the various
cultural and political wars that are making an impact on American educational systems, and how
students, faculty, and communities are impacted as a result. It investigates specific cases of
educational whitewashing and challenges to that whitewashing, such as Tom Horne's attack along
with the State Board of Education against the Mexican American studies in the Tucson School
District, the experiences of professors of color teaching Ethnic Studies in primarily white
universities across the United States, and the role that student activists play in the movements for
Ethnic Studies in their high schools, universities, and communities. Readers will come away with an
understanding of the history of Ethnic Studies in the United States, the challenges and barriers that
Ethnic Studies scholars and practitioners currently face, and the ways to advocate for the
development of Ethnic Studies within formal and community-based spaces.
  csun general education courses: Annals of Entrepreneurship Education and Pedagogy – 2021
Charles H. Matthews, Eric W. Liguori, 2021-01-29 If you are looking for the intersection of past
practices, current thinking, and future insights into the ever-expanding world of entrepreneurship
education, then you will want to read and explore the fourth edition of the Annals of
Entrepreneurship Education and Pedagogy. Prepared under the auspices of the United States
Association for Small Business and Entrepreneurship (USASBE), this edited volume covers a broad
range of scholarly, practical, and thoughtful perspectives on a compelling range of entrepreneurship
education issues.
  csun general education courses: Reforming Teacher Education Sheila Nataraj Kirby, 2006
Teacher education has been subject to both scathing criticism and innumerable efforts designed to
reform it or to save it from being dismantled. One of the latest and most well funded efforts aimed at
teacher education reform is boldly titled Teachers for a New Era (TNE). Eleven colleges and
universities of various types nationwide were selected to participate in TNE. The TNE initiative
emphasizes evidence-based decisionmaking, close collaboration between education and arts and
sciences faculty, and teaching as an academically taught clinical-practice profession. The RAND
Corporation and the M.
  csun general education courses: The Everything Resume Book Nancy Schuman, 2008-03-01 A
resume is like the first thirty seconds of a blind date-one with a prospective employer. That's all the
time you have to get a hiring authority's attention and-hopefully-an interview. A bad resume will
absolutely eliminate you from the competition. Building a strong resume is the single most important
step in landing a new job. The Everything Resume Book, 3rd Edition is your one-stop resource for
crafting a resume that will highlight your skills and experience to get you the job you want. This
hands-on guide offers helpful hints on format and presentation and includes the most up-to-date
guidelines for using the Internet in your job search. This completely revised and updated edition



includes new information on: Job boards and the best Web resources for job seekers Using resumes
as a personal brand The advantages and disadvantages of video resumes Social networking sites in
the job search Generation gap issues relating to resumes Resume blogs Bursting with more than 100
sample resumes for a wide range of professions, this guide contains the information you need to
command a prospective employer's attention and score that all-important interview.
  csun general education courses: Financial Education in U.S. State Colleges and
Universities Donna E. Danns, 2015-11-28 This book addresses the uncertain state of financial
literacy among today’s college students and examines steps colleges and universities are taking to
address this widespread concern. This work introduces a four-fold typology of organizational models
for college-based financial education programs and uses these as optics for grouping and presenting
case studies. The case studies presented provide a holistic representation of how universities
develop, sustain and grow financial education programs. Details on the nature of programs, goals,
administrative support, resources, partnerships, scale of operations, program content and delivery,
advertising, evaluation, program spinoffs, and much more are captured in this work. In addition to
detailed case studies, this book presents general findings on the availability of and delivery modes
for college-based financial education. This work has significant utility for universities and colleges
seeking to implement new financial education programs, changing existing programs, improving
program relevancy or expanding program delivery on campus. It is an important contribution to the
experiential understanding on how college students as consumers can acquire financial education as
part of their broader college curricula and be able to better manage their financial lives. Included in
the coverage: The financial literacy imperative. Program delivery and organizational models in state
colle ges and universities. The academic model. The full-fledged money management center. The
aspirational/seed program. The branch/interspersed model. As financial literacy is increasingly
recognized as a core life skill, it becomes more crucial as a component of higher education. Personal
Financial Education in State Colleges and Universities in the U.S. is salient reading for college and
university administrators, researchers, social workers and mental health professionals working with
college students, policy analysts and faculty from any discipline interested in promoting the financial
literacy of their students.
  csun general education courses: Screen Teen Writers Christina Hamlett, 2002 Provides
basics on screen writing, from what to write and the legalities to finding an agent and getting it on
the screen.
  csun general education courses: Uncharted Waters: Tapping the Depths of Our
Community to Enhance Learning , 2009
  csun general education courses: Complete Book of Colleges, 2005 Edition Princeton Review
(Firm), 2004-07-20 Up-to-date information on 1,780 colleges and universities.
  csun general education courses: The Rise of Chinese American Leaders in U.S. Higher
Education: Stories and Roadmaps Honggang Yang, Wenying Xu, 2023-12-21 This book is a
collection of stories and reflections that represent Chinese American leaders and depict their
tortuous journeys in U.S. higher education that comes at a critical point in time. Many books have
been devoted to academic leadership, but this volume uniquely focuses on subjects most relevant to
Chinese Americans. We live at a time that not only witnesses an increase in Chinese American
leaders on U.S. campuses but also mounting incidents of discriminatory treatment of this group. This
book showcases 36 stories and reflections from past, present, and future leaders, including the five
previously published stories. They represent leaders holding different ideological values in various
academic fields, positions, stages of careers, professional trajectories, generations, Chinese ethnic
groups, and geographical locations. The Rise of Chinese American Leaders in U.S. Higher Education
makes a valuable contribution to the body of literature that has assisted countless academic leaders
in navigating their careers, bringing to the forefront a distinct group of academic leaders who have
been underrepresented.
  csun general education courses: Productive Homeschooling Jan Cespedes, Vicki Cespedes,
Ivana Cespedes, 2019-12-19 The Cespedes parents, Jan and Vicki, and all 5 of their daughters, Ivana



(23), Belicia (22), Briana (20), Giana (19) and Eliana (9) share memories of their homeschool journey
and how they were able to accomplish amazing achievements while still so young. They will each
share thoughts about their philosophy of education, daily routines, the things they enjoyed most, the
things they would have done differently, books and resources they used, tips for acceleration, etc.
The father, Jan Cespedes, who is suffering with terminal cancer, wanted to write this as a legacy
book and a tribute to his wife and daughters. Vulnerability and transparency are seen throughout
the story of parents who felt inept to take on such a daunting task as the home educating of their
daughters and more importantly of the discipleship of their hearts.
  csun general education courses: The College Buzz Book Carolyn C. Wise, Stephanie Hauser,
2007-03-26 Many guides claim to offer an insider view of top undergraduate programs, but no
publisher understands insider information like Vault, and none of these guides provides the rich
detail that Vault's new guide does. Vault publishes the entire surveys of current students and alumni
at more than 300 top undergraduate institutions. Each 2- to 3-page entry is composed almost
entirely of insider comments from students and alumni. Through these narratives Vault provides
applicants with detailed, balanced perspectives.
  csun general education courses: Resources in Education , 2000
  csun general education courses: Playing to Learn with Reacting to the Past C. Edward
Watson, Thomas Chase Hagood, 2017-10-03 This book provides classroom practice and research
studies that verify Reacting to the Past (RTTP)—a student-centered, active learning pedagogy that
provides college students and faculty unique teaching and learning opportunities—as a high impact
practice for student learning and engagement. The overarching objective of this book is to collect
practices and evidence from multiple disciplines and institution types regarding the efficacy of RTTP
in higher education classroom settings. At its core, RTTP is a game-based pedagogy with published
games on some of the most conflicted moments of human history. While RTTP is deeply grounded in
theory and literature that suggests its approaches can be impactful, deep and broad examinations of
RTTP pedagogies in a range of course settings have not been extensively performed until now. This
book provides guidance and an evidence-base on which to build RTTP practices.
  csun general education courses: From Cloister To Commons Richard Devine, Joseph A.
Favazza, F. Michael McLain, 2023-07-03 This volume, like its series companions, goes beyond simple
how-to to discuss the implementation of service-learning within religious studies and what that
discipline contributes to the pedagogy of service learning. The volume contains both theoretical and
pedagogical essays by scholar-teachers in religious studies education, plus a resource guide.
  csun general education courses: The Challenge of Creative Change , 1975
  csun general education courses: American Universities and Colleges James J. Murray,
2021-06-21 No detailed description available for American Universities and Colleges.
  csun general education courses: The College Buzz Book , 2006-03-23 In this new edition,
Vault publishes the entire surveys of current students and alumnni at more than 300 top
undergraduate institutions, as well as the schools' responses to the comments. Each 4-to 5-page
entry is composed of insider comments from students and alumni, as well as the schools' responses
to the comments.
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