
cu boulder sports management

cu boulder sports management is a leading academic program designed to prepare students for
dynamic careers in the sports industry. Located at the University of Colorado Boulder, this program
combines rigorous coursework with practical experience to equip students with the skills and
knowledge necessary to succeed in various sports-related fields. From sports marketing and event
management to athletic administration and sports analytics, CU Boulder’s sports management
curriculum offers a comprehensive approach to understanding the business and operational aspects
of sports. This article explores the academic offerings, faculty expertise, career opportunities, and
internship programs that make CU Boulder sports management a top choice for aspiring
professionals. Additionally, it highlights the program’s commitment to experiential learning and
industry connections that foster student success.

Overview of CU Boulder Sports Management Program

Academic Curriculum and Specializations

Faculty and Industry Expertise

Internship and Experiential Learning Opportunities

Career Paths and Alumni Success

Overview of CU Boulder Sports Management Program
The CU Boulder sports management program is housed within the Leeds School of Business,
offering a unique blend of business principles and sports industry knowledge. This program aims to
develop future leaders equipped to navigate the evolving landscape of sports management through a
curriculum that integrates strategic, operational, and ethical perspectives. Students gain exposure
to the multifaceted nature of the sports sector including professional sports, collegiate athletics,
sports media, and recreational sports. The program emphasizes real-world application, preparing
students to address challenges faced by sports organizations today.

Program Objectives and Mission
The mission of CU Boulder sports management is to provide an academically challenging and
professionally relevant education that fosters critical thinking, leadership, and innovation within the
sports industry. The program's objectives include equipping students with a strong foundation in
business fundamentals, enhancing their understanding of sports operations, and promoting ethical
decision-making. By aligning educational goals with industry demands, CU Boulder ensures
graduates are well-prepared for competitive positions in sports management.

Unique Features and Benefits
CU Boulder’s sports management program boasts several distinctive features including access to
state-of-the-art facilities, partnerships with local and national sports organizations, and opportunities



for networking with industry professionals. The program also offers a collaborative learning
environment that encourages teamwork and practical problem-solving. Students benefit from guest
lectures, workshops, and events that provide insight into current trends and challenges in sports
management.

Academic Curriculum and Specializations
The academic curriculum of CU Boulder sports management is designed to provide a comprehensive
education covering core business disciplines and specialized sports management topics. Students
engage in a variety of courses that address marketing, finance, law, ethics, and leadership within the
context of sports. The program also offers specialized tracks and electives that allow students to
tailor their education to specific interests and career goals.

Core Coursework
Core courses in the sports management program include foundational subjects such as principles of
management, sports marketing, financial management in sports, sports law, and event management.
These courses equip students with essential knowledge and skills to operate effectively in the sports
industry. Emphasis is placed on case studies, applied projects, and critical analysis to reinforce
theoretical concepts.

Specialization Options
CU Boulder sports management offers several specialization options to cater to diverse career paths.
These include:

Sports Marketing and Media

Event and Facility Management

Sports Analytics and Data Management

Athletic Administration and Leadership

Sports Entrepreneurship

Each specialization provides focused coursework and experiential learning opportunities that
deepen students’ expertise in their chosen area.

Faculty and Industry Expertise
The faculty within CU Boulder sports management comprises experienced academics and industry
professionals who bring a wealth of knowledge and practical insight to the classroom. Their
expertise spans multiple disciplines relevant to sports management, including marketing, finance,
law, and organizational leadership. Faculty members are actively engaged in research and
consulting projects that contribute to the advancement of the sports industry.



Industry Connections and Collaboration
Faculty members maintain strong connections with sports organizations, professional leagues, and
community partners, facilitating valuable collaborations and guest speaking engagements. These
relationships enable students to gain firsthand exposure to industry trends and challenges. The
faculty’s commitment to mentorship and career guidance further supports student development and
success.

Internship and Experiential Learning Opportunities
Practical experience is a cornerstone of the CU Boulder sports management program. The
curriculum integrates internships and experiential learning projects that allow students to apply
classroom knowledge in real-world settings. These opportunities are critical for developing
professional skills and building industry networks.

Internship Programs
CU Boulder facilitates internships across a wide range of sports organizations, including
professional teams, collegiate athletic departments, sports marketing agencies, and event
management companies. Students typically complete internships during the summer or academic
year, gaining hands-on experience in areas such as marketing campaigns, event coordination,
sponsorship management, and data analysis.

Experiential Learning Initiatives
The program also offers experiential learning through case competitions, consulting projects, and
involvement in campus sports events. These initiatives encourage students to tackle complex
problems, collaborate with peers, and present solutions to industry stakeholders. Experiential
learning reinforces theoretical knowledge and enhances students’ readiness for the workforce.

Career Paths and Alumni Success
Graduates of the CU Boulder sports management program pursue diverse career paths across the
sports industry. The program’s strong reputation and extensive network provide students with
access to job opportunities in various sectors including professional sports, collegiate athletics,
sports marketing, media, and sports technology.

Common Career Roles
Alumni frequently secure positions such as:

Sports Marketing Manager

Event and Facility Coordinator

Athletic Director or Administrator

Sports Agent or Talent Manager



Sports Data Analyst

Sponsorship and Partnership Manager

Alumni Network and Industry Impact
The CU Boulder sports management alumni network is active and engaged, providing current
students with mentorship, internship referrals, and career advice. Many alumni have advanced to
leadership roles in prominent sports organizations, contributing to the growth and innovation of the
sports industry. This network serves as a valuable resource for students and graduates seeking to
establish and expand their professional careers.

Frequently Asked Questions

What degree programs does CU Boulder offer in sports
management?
CU Boulder offers a Bachelor of Science in Strategic Communication with an emphasis in Sports
Media and a Master of Science in Sport Management through its Leeds School of Business.

Does CU Boulder have internship opportunities in sports
management?
Yes, CU Boulder provides numerous internship opportunities for sports management students
through partnerships with local and national sports organizations, helping students gain practical
experience.

What career services are available to sports management
students at CU Boulder?
CU Boulder offers dedicated career services including resume workshops, networking events, career
fairs, and one-on-one advising specifically tailored for sports management students.

Are there student organizations related to sports management
at CU Boulder?
Yes, CU Boulder has student organizations such as the Sports Business Club that allow students to
network, attend industry events, and gain leadership experience in sports management.

Who are some notable faculty members in the sports
management program at CU Boulder?
CU Boulder’s sports management faculty includes experienced professionals and researchers in



areas like sports marketing, analytics, and sports law, though specific names can be found on the
university’s official website.

What types of sports management careers do CU Boulder
graduates pursue?
Graduates from CU Boulder’s sports management program often pursue careers in sports
marketing, event management, athletic administration, sports analytics, and media relations.

How does CU Boulder’s location benefit sports management
students?
Located near Denver, CU Boulder provides students access to a vibrant sports market including
professional teams like the Denver Broncos and Colorado Avalanche, offering unique internship and
networking opportunities.

Are there study abroad options for sports management
students at CU Boulder?
Yes, CU Boulder offers study abroad programs that sports management students can participate in,
allowing them to gain international perspectives on sports business and management.

Additional Resources
1. Sports Management at CU Boulder: Foundations and Practices
This book offers an in-depth exploration of the sports management program at the University of
Colorado Boulder. It covers the foundational theories, practical applications, and emerging trends in
the field. Students and professionals alike will find valuable insights into how CU Boulder integrates
academic rigor with real-world sports industry experience.

2. Leadership and Ethics in Sports Management
Focused on leadership principles and ethical considerations, this book provides a comprehensive
guide for aspiring sports managers. It emphasizes decision-making, integrity, and social
responsibility within sports organizations, reflecting the values taught at CU Boulder’s program.
Case studies from collegiate and professional sports enhance the learning experience.

3. Marketing and Sponsorship Strategies in College Sports
This title delves into marketing tactics and sponsorship development specific to the college sports
environment. Drawing examples from CU Boulder’s athletic programs, it highlights effective
methods for fan engagement, brand partnerships, and revenue generation. The book is ideal for
students aiming to specialize in sports marketing.

4. Event Management for Sport and Recreation
Covering the essentials of planning and executing sports events, this book is a practical resource for
event managers. It includes detailed discussions on budgeting, logistics, promotion, and risk
management, with references to events hosted by CU Boulder. The text prepares readers to handle
diverse event challenges in the sports industry.



5. Sports Analytics and Performance Management
This work introduces readers to the role of data analytics in enhancing athlete and team
performance. It explores statistical tools, performance metrics, and technology applications relevant
to sports management programs like CU Boulder’s. The book aims to bridge the gap between data
science and practical sports management.

6. Global Perspectives on Sports Management
Offering a worldwide view, this book examines sports management practices across different
cultures and countries. It provides comparative analyses that help CU Boulder students understand
the global nature of the sports industry. Topics include international sports governance, cross-
cultural communication, and global marketing strategies.

7. Financial Management in Intercollegiate Athletics
This book addresses the financial principles critical to managing college sports programs. It covers
budgeting, fundraising, compliance, and financial planning with a focus on NCAA athletics, including
insights from CU Boulder’s athletics department. The text is essential for those interested in the
economic aspects of sports management.

8. Sports Law and Compliance: A Collegiate Perspective
Focusing on legal issues in sports, this book provides a detailed overview of compliance, contracts,
and regulatory frameworks in collegiate athletics. It highlights key legal challenges faced by
programs like CU Boulder’s and offers guidance on navigating the complex sports legal
environment. The book is a must-read for sports managers and administrators.

9. Career Development in Sports Management
This guide supports students and professionals in building successful careers in sports management.
It includes advice on networking, internships, resume building, and professional growth, with
examples from the CU Boulder sports management community. Readers will find strategies to
enhance their employability and industry presence.
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  cu boulder sports management: Contemporary Sport Management Paul M. Pedersen,
2024-10-17 For over 25 years, Contemporary Sport Management has been the most comprehensive,
authoritative introductory text in the field, and the improved eighth edition promises to serve the
needs of sport management students even better. Sixty contributors representing a diverse array of
scholarly and practitioner backgrounds have teamed up to deliver a timely text to keep pace with the
ever-changing sport management landscape. Nearly a third of the contributors are new to this
edition, adding fresh perspectives, examples, and experiences to the mix. This full-color text is
organized into three parts and aligns with Common Professional Component principles set forth by
the Commission on Sport Management Accreditation (COSMA). Part I, Introduction to Sport
Management, provides an overview and covers the foundational elements of the field. Part II, Sport
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Management Sites, exposes students to career opportunities through various sport entities,
including interscholastic, intercollegiate, and professional sport organizations and agencies. In part
III, Sport Management Functions, readers learn about the core functional areas of sport
management, including sport marketing, communication, sales and consumer behavior, analytics,
finance, facility and event management, and law. Much has changed in the sport industry since the
previous edition was published: name, image, and likeness (NIL) rules; social justice and inclusion
initiatives; conference realignments; billion-dollar media rights deals; opportunities for women in
sports; and the proliferation of artificial intelligence, sport analytics, and virtual reality and
augmented reality—just to name a few. Each chapter incorporates new content, case studies, and
sidebars addressing these and other trending topics. Other additions include a section on sport
tourism and a new chapter dedicated to esports, discussing its ecosystem, global expansion, and
career opportunities. Supplementing the text are online learning materials delivered through
HKPropel that are designed to increase student engagement and enhance understanding of chapter
content. More than 200 activities, Case Studies in Sport Management journal articles, and case
study sidebars underscore key concepts and challenge students to think critically about sport
management so they can develop insight into issues they will encounter in their careers. Case
studies new to this edition examine the 2026 World Cup, marketing of women’s sports, facility
management, and player safety. Contemporary Sport Management has long been a favorite of
instructors and students, propelled by its engaging content and visuals, full-color design, robust
pedagogical aids, integrated online learning tools, and extensive instructor ancillaries. The updated
eighth edition continues that tradition, broadening students’ understanding of today’s sport
management issues and preparing them to enter the profession. Note: A code for accessing
HKPropel is not included with this ebook but may be purchased separately.
  cu boulder sports management: Sport Management and the Natural Environment
Jonathan M. Casper, Michael E. Pfahl, 2015-05-01 With climate change and other environmental
issues becoming increasingly prominent, any successful sport organization now has to incorporate
environmental concerns into their business strategy, while all sport managers must understand how
to implement environmental initiatives into their everyday business. Sport Management and the
Natural Environment is the first book to introduce environmental theory and best practice in the
context of sport management, demonstrating how sport organizations can become more effective
and sustainable, and exploring the important advocacy role that sport organizations have in local
and global communities. It considers the unique social, economic and political space that sport
occupies in society, and examines the most important practical managerial issues related to sport
and the environment, including: Facilities Finance and accounting Leadership Marketing,
communication and digital media Operations Stakeholder relations Strategic planning Including
contributions from leading academics and practitioners, Sport Management and the Natural
Environment is the perfect foundation text for any course touching on environmental issues or social
responsibility in sport, and essential reading for any sport manager looking to improve their
professional practice.
  cu boulder sports management: Sports Ethics for Sports Management Professionals Walter T.
Champion Jr., Richard T. Karcher, Lawrence S. Ruddell, 2019-02-20 Sports Ethics for Sports
Management Professionals provides students with the necessary tools to make ethical decisions in
the sports management field. It presents several ethical models that the sports management
professional can use as a guide to making ethical decisions. The text contains numerous case studies
which allow students to apply the ethical decision-making process to a sports-related ethical dispute.
  cu boulder sports management: Research Handbook on Major Sporting Events Harry A.
Solberg, Rasmus K. Storm, Kamilla Swart, 2024-01-18 Presenting a comprehensive and pragmatic
view on challenges around sporting events, this timely Research Handbook examines the hosting of
major sporting events and the impacts they can have on stakeholders. Looking beyond the host
destination, it provides a wealth of conceptual analysis on the organisation and administration of
such events, including the bidding process, planning, management, sponsorship issues, and



marketing.
  cu boulder sports management: Pass Interference Emily Silver, 2025-02-07 Enemy number
one. Renowned playboy. The guy standing between me and my dream job. Otherwise known as my
ex. Colin James walked out on me in college without a second look back, breaking my heart. How do
I manage to land my dream job with the one guy on the planet that I can’t stand? We were hot and
heavy in college. We were everything to each other. And now? Now we can’t stand to be in the same
room together. But when I’m called to help rehab his image, I do it with a smile on my face because I
need this job. It’s all I’ve ever wanted. Every time we’re together, past hurts start to fade. The
chemistry we had in college? Still as explosive as ever. Can we move on together? Or will this be the
end of everything we’ve both ever wanted?
  cu boulder sports management: Colorado State Publications Classification Schedule ,
2018
  cu boulder sports management: Principles and Practice of Sport Management with
Navigate Advantage Access Lisa Pike Masteralexis, Mary Hums, 2023-06-15 Offering an overview
of the sport industry and coverage of the foundational knowledge and skills required of the today's
sport manager, Principles and Practice of Sport Management is devoted to educating students on
the various industry segments where they can focus their careers. After detailing the history and
various principles - from management and marketing to finance, legal and ethical - the book delves
into key sports management segments, discussing the skills needed in those sectors, the types of
positions available, and the current issues facing those sectors. New chapter on eSports introduces
students to this rapidly developing billion-dollar industry which draws in gamers, spectators, teams,
leagues, and sponsors increasingly in need of sport managers' expertiseDiscussion on the impact of
the COVID-19 pandemic on the sports industry An expanded look at emerging and innovative forms
of sports media in the Sports Communications Chapter.Revamped Ethics chapter that addresses
newly emerging issues and how sports managers should address them. Interactive case studies and
chapter questions offer opportunities to apply concepts and principles. Digital Student Workbook!
New digital workbook (in the Navigate Advantage) offers over 570 activities, many of which are
automatically graded for each chapter.Navigate Advantage Access (included with the printed text)
unlocks a comprehensive and interactive eBook, a new digital workbook with 570+ practice
activities for each chapter, assessments, a full suite of instructor resources, and learning analytics
reporting tools.Unparalleled instructor resources, including test banks, presentation slides, answer
keys to case study questions, and more help facilitate class preparation.Want to learn more about
the 7th Edition? In this wide-ranging interview, authors Lisa Pike Masteralexis and Mary A. Hums
talk about recent changes in the industry and discuss how those changes are reflected in their new
edition. Introductory sport management courses at the undergraduate level © 2024 | 500 pages
  cu boulder sports management: The I in Team Erin C. Tarver, 2017-06-26 There is one
sound that will always be loudest in sports. It isn’t the squeak of sneakers or the crunch of helmets;
it isn’t the grunts or even the stadium music. It’s the deafening roar of sports fans. For those few
among us on the outside, sports fandom—with its war paint and pennants, its pricey cable TV
packages and esoteric stats reeled off like code—looks highly irrational, entertainment gone
overboard. But as Erin C. Tarver demonstrates in this book, sports fandom has become
extraordinarily important to our psyche, a matter of the very essence of who we are. Why in the
world, Tarver asks, would anyone care about how well a total stranger can throw a ball, or hit one
with a bat, or toss one through a hoop? Because such activities and the massive public events that
surround them form some of the most meaningful ritual identity practices we have today. They are a
primary way we—as individuals and a collective—decide both who we are who we are not. And as
such, they are also one of the key ways that various social structures—such as race and gender
hierarchies—are sustained, lending a dark side to the joys of being a sports fan. Drawing on
everything from philosophy to sociology to sports history, she offers a profound exploration of the
significance of sports in contemporary life, showing us just how high the stakes of the game are.
  cu boulder sports management: University of Colorado 2012 Sara Jordan, 2011-03-15



  cu boulder sports management: Student Athletes: Merging Academics And Sports Frank P
Jozsa, Jr, 2018-10-19 Applying concepts, data, and other information from various sources in the
literature when and where appropriate, the book reveals and examines the behavior, contribution,
and impact of student athletes (SAs) on campuses of American colleges and universities. It
highlights, in part, SAs' progress academically while they devoted time and resources to participate
in one or more of their schools' individual and/or team sports in Division I, II, and/or III of the
National Collegiate Athletic Association, or in the National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics
and/or National Junior College Athletic Association.
  cu boulder sports management: Sustainable Football Luca Marrucci, Tiberio Daddi, Fabio
Iraldo, 2023-05-10 This book provides a comprehensive, up-to-date overview of the different
environmental strategies adopted in the football world to foster sustainability. The authors lay out
useful insights, both for scholars and practitioners, to improve good governance in football
organisations by empowering environmental organisational and operational actions. As well as
examining practical methods of implementing green initiatives, the book discusses their added value
from different perspectives including football fans, football managers and policymakers. By
identifying the most important green actions for the dissemination of environmentally friendly
behaviours at both individual and organisational levels, the book demonstrates how football
organisations can use operational and organisational methods to develop an environmental
sustainability strategy. The book contributes to developing the role of the football world by covering
different facets of sustainability such as the circular economy, climate change, green marketing,
fans engagement and more. It will be a valuable resource for scholars and students of environmental
management, sustainable business and corporate social responsibility, as well as professionals
working in the football industry.
  cu boulder sports management: Adventure and Extreme Sports Injuries Omer Mei-Dan, Mike
Carmont, 2012-11-13 Adventure and extreme sports are increasing in popularity and it is not
surprising that commercial adventure tourism and the accompanying life style and fashion, have
become increasingly important to world economy. These unique sports involve not only major
physical endurance and mental challenges but interaction and bonding with nature. They also tend
to attract and excite audiences, both at the event and in the media. They are exciting to watch and
redraw the boundaries of human achievement with the accompanying risks of injury and death.
Adventure sports are usually performed in beautiful, exciting and remote locations or in extreme
environments far away from medical assistance. Extreme sports usually involve an element of
increased risk. These risks are highlighted by the media, usually after a reported accident or fatality
but may vary according to the involvement of the participant; the weekend recreational adventure
sports athlete or the experienced professional. A wide variety of sports fall into the category of
adventure and extreme sports and with an increasing number of disciplines, this field is ever
expanding. Sports are performed in contact with the “ground”; mountain running and biking, rock
climbing, ice climbing and mountaineering. In the air: skydiving and base jumping. On water:
surfing, white water kayaking and rafting, board sailing and diving. And also involve mechanical
vehicles and animals! Some sports may be performed as a combination of few disciplines, such as
water and air, e.g. kite surfing, and as so involve very unique mechanisms of injury. Sports events
can also be merged to form a multi-sport race comprising many disciplines lastly from single to multi
day races. Sports may involve competition with others, against the environment or with oneself,
frequently the most ferocious adversary. Adventure sports are becoming increasingly popular in the
general public and a few take these sports to an extreme level with the accompanying risks. Those
that do, bring such time and dedication that they become professional in terms of training,
preparation and finance. More and more people are enjoying adventure sports and unfortunately
increased numbers are becoming injured as a result. Future research is progressing alongside the
sport development, to allow the sport mechanisms, injury patterns and predisposing factors to be
better understood. It is the hope of all researchers to make the sports safer without detracting from
their adventurous nature. The aim and scope of our book would be to bring the sports medicine



involved ineach of these sports into one volume. We would explain each sport including subtle
similarities and differences, the common injury mechanisms, patterns of injury and treatment
options. Additional chapters would include the mental characteristics of adventure racers and
extreme sports athletes, together with the complexities of competing in hot and cold extreme
environments. The book will present chapters focussing on the sports listed below, concentrating on
published literature and newly formed studies by experts in the fields of injury epidemiology,
prevention, management and rehabilitation.
  cu boulder sports management: Accessions Checklist, Colorado State Publications State
Publications Depository and Distribution Center (Colorado), State Publications Library (Colo.), 1986
  cu boulder sports management: Insiders' Guide® to Boulder and Rocky Mountain National
Park Ann Leggett, 2009-08-18 Provides practical travel and relocation information on Boulder,
Colorado, covering such subjects as real estate, restaurants, shopping, accommodations, festivals,
annual events, Rocky Mountain National Park, and topics concerning children and retirees.
  cu boulder sports management: University of Colorado Financial and Compliance Audits for
the Year Ended June 30, 2004 KPMG International, 2004
  cu boulder sports management: Lifestyle Medicine, Second Edition James M. Rippe,
2013-03-15 There is no doubt that daily habits and actions exert a profound health impact. The fact
that nutritional practices, level of physical activity, weight management, and other behaviors play
key roles both in the prevention and treatment of most metabolic diseases has been recognized by
their incorporation into virtually every evidence-based medical guideline. Despite this widespread
recognition, physicians and other healthcare workers often cannot find a definitive and
comprehensive source of information on all of these areas. Designed for physicians and other health
care workers, Lifestyle Medicine, Second Edition brings together evidence-based research in
multiple health-related fields to assist practitioners both in treating disease and promoting good
health. Sections cover nutrition and exercise, behavioral psychology, public policy, and management
of a range of disorders, including cardiovascular disease, endocrine and metabolic dysfunction,
obesity, cancer, immunology and infectious diseases, pulmonary disorders, and many more.
  cu boulder sports management: University of Colorado at Boulder ... Directory , 2008
  cu boulder sports management: Articular Cartilage, An Issue of Clinics in Sports Medicine
Eric McCarty, 2017-06-09 This issue of Clinics in Sports Medicine, edited by Eric McCarty, will cover
a variety of useful topics related to Articular Cartilage. Articles include, but are not limited to: Basic
science of articular cartilage; Non-operative options for management of articular cartilage disease;
Biologic options for articular cartilage wear; Management of OCD lesions of the Knee; Elbow and
Ankle, Microfracture; Osteochondral Autograft; Allografts; Autologous Chondrocytes and Next
Generation Matrix based Autologous Chondrocyte Implantation; Management and surgical options
for articular defects in the shoulder; and Management and surgical options for articular defects in
the hip, among others.
  cu boulder sports management: Index to Colorado State Publications , 1981
  cu boulder sports management: University of Colorado Financial and Compliance Audit, Year
Ended June 30, 2006 KPMG International, 2006
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