CU DENVER OFFICE OF FINANCIAL AID

CU DENVER OFFICE OF FINANCIAL AID PLAYS A CRUCIAL ROLE IN HELPING STUDENTS NAVIGATE THE COMPLEXITIES OF FUNDING
THEIR EDUCATION. AS A VITAL RESOURCE FOR PROSPECTIVE AND CURRENT STUDENTS, THE OFFICE PROVIDES COMPREHENSIVE
GUIDANCE ON SCHOLARSHIPS, GRANTS, LOANS, AND WORK-STUDY OPPORTUNITIES. UNDERSTANDING THE SERVICES OFFERED BY
THE CU DenVER OFFICE OF FINANCIAL AID CAN SIGNIFICANTLY EASE THE FINANCIAL BURDEN ASSOCIATED WITH HIGHER
EDUCATION. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE VARIOUS FINANCIAL AID PROGRAMS, ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS, APPLICATION
PROCESSES, AND HELPFUL TIPS TO MAXIMIZE AV AILABLE FUNDING. W/HETHER YOU ARE A NEW APPLICANT OR A CONTINUING
STUDENT, LEARNING ABOUT THE CU Denver OFFICE OF FINANCIAL AID ENSURES INFORMED DECISIONS AND EFFECTIVE
MANAGEMENT OF EDUCATIONAL EXPENSES. BELOW IS AN OVERVIEW OF THE MAIN TOPICS COVERED TO GUIDE YOUR
EXPLORATION OF FINANCIAL AID OPTIONS AT CU DENVER.
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OVErVIEW ofF CU Denver OFFICE OF FINANCIAL AID

THe CU Denver OFFICE OF FINANCIAL AID IS DEDICATED TO ASSISTING STUDENTS IN SECURING FUNDING FOR THEIR ACADEMIC
JOURNEY. |T FUNCTIONS AS THE CENTRAL HUB FOR ALL FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE INQUIRIES AND APPLICATIONS AT THE
UNIVERSITY oF COLORADO DENVER. THE OFFICE’S MISSION IS TO PROVIDE EQUITABLE ACCESS TO FINANCIAL RESOURCES THAT
SUPPORT STUDENT SUCCESS. STAFF MEMBERS OFFER PERSONALIZED CONSULTATIONS TO HELP STUDENTS UNDERSTAND THEIR
OPTIONS AND OBLIGATIONS. THIS OFFICE ENSURES COMPLIANCE WITH FEDERAL, STATE, AND INSTITUTIONAL POLICIES RELATED
TO STUDENT AID. FURTHERMORE/ IT COLLABORATES WITH OTHER UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENTS TO STREAMLINE THE FINANCIAL AID
EXPERIENCE.

RoLe AND SErVICES OFFERED

CU DENVER’S FINANCIAL AID OFFICE MANAGES A VARIETY OF PROGRAMS, INCLUDING FEDERAL AND STATE GRANTS,
SCHOLARSHIPS, STUDENT LOANS, AND WORK-STUDY EMPLOYMENT. [T ALSO PROCESSES FINANCIAL AID APPLICATIONS AND
DISBURSES FUNDS TO ELIGIBLE STUDENTS. THE OFFICE PROVIDES FINANCIAL LITERACY RESOURCES, WORKSHOPS, AND COUNSELING
TO EMPOWER STUDENTS WITH KNOWLEDGE ABOUT MANAGING THEIR FINANCES RESPONSIBLY.

CoNTACT AND ACCESS

LocAaTep oN THE CU DeNVER CAMPUS, THE OFFICE OF FINANCIAL AID IS ACCESSIBLE TO STUDENTS THROUGH IN-PERSON
APPOINTMENTS, PHONE SUPPORT, AND EMAIL. THE OFFICE MAINTAINS AN UPDATED WEBSITE WITH RESOURCES, FAQS, AND
APPLICATION PORTALS TO FACILITATE EASY ACCESS TO FINANCIAL AID INFORMATION AND SERVICES.



TvyPeS oF FINANCIAL AID AVAILABLE

THe CU Denver OFFICE oF FINANCIAL AID OFFERS A DIVERSE RANGE OF FUNDING OPTIONS TO SUPPORT STUDENTS’
EDUCATIONAL EXPENSES. THESE OPTIONS ARE DESIGNED TO ACCOMMODATE VARYING FINANCIAL NEEDS AND ELIGIBILITY
STATUSES.

GRANTS AND SCHOLARSHIPS

GRANTS AND SCHOLARSHIPS ARE FORMS OF AID THAT DO NOT REQUIRE REPAYMENT. THEY ARE AWARDED BASED ON FINANCIAL
NEED, ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT, OR OTHER CRITERIA.

o FEDERAL PELL GRANT: A NEED-BASED GRANT FOR ELIGIBLE UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS.
o COLORADO STATE GRANTS: STATE-FUNDED PROGRAMS FOR RESIDENTS MEETING SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS.

¢ INSTITUTIONAL SCHOLARSHIPS: MERIT-BASED AWARDS OFFERED BY CU DENVER TO RECOGNIZE ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
AND OTHER TALENTS.

STUDENT LOANS

LOANS PROVIDE STUDENTS WITH FUNDS THAT MUST BE REPAID WITH INTEREST. CU DENVER ASSISTS STUDENTS IN
UNDERSTANDING FEDERAL AND PRIVATE LOAN OPTIONS, INCLUDING!:

® DIRECT SuUBSIDIZED LOANS: NEED-BASED LOANS WHERE THE GOVERNMENT PAYS INTEREST WHILE THE STUDENT IS IN
SCHOOL.

o DirecT UNSUBSIDIZED LOANS: LOANS AVAILABLE REGARDLESS OF FINANCIAL NEED, WITH INTEREST ACCRUING DURING
ENROLLMENT.

e PLUS LoANS: PARENT AND GRADUATE STUDENT LOANS WITH HIGHER BORROWING LIMITS.

\¥ orKk-STUDY PROGRAMS

THE FEDERAL W ORK-STUDY PROGRAM PROVIDES STUDENTS WITH PART-TIME EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES TO EARN MONEY
FOR EDUCATIONAL EXPENSES. CU DENVER COORDINATES WITH VARIOUS CAMPUS DEPARTMENTS AND EXTERNAL ORGANIZATIONS
TO OFFER JOBS THAT ACCOMMODATE STUDENTS’ SCHEDULES.

APPLICATION PROCESS AND DEADLINES

APPLYING FOR FINANCIAL AID AT CU DENVER REQUIRES CAREFUL ATTENTION TO DEADLINES AND DOCUMENTATION. THE PROCESS
BEGINS WITH COMPLETING THE FREE APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL STUDENT AID (FAFSA), WHICH IS ESSENTIAL FOR MOST AID
PROGRAMS.

FAFSA SueMissioN

STUDENTS MUST SUBMIT THE FAFSA ANNUALLY TO BE CONSIDERED FOR FEDERAL, STATE, AND INSTITUTIONAL AID. THE
APPLICATION COLLECTS FINANCIAL INFORMATION TO ASSESS ELIGIBILITY. CU DENVER’S SCHOOL CODE MUST BE INCLUDED IN THE
FAFSA TO ENSURE THE APPLICATION IS SENT TO THE UNIVERSITY.



ADDITIONAL INSTITUTIONAL REQUIREMENTS

AFTER FAFSA SUBMISSION, SOME STUDENTS MAY NEED TO PROVIDE SUPPLEMENTAL DOCUMENTATION, SUCH AS TAX RETURNS
OR VERIFICATION FORMS. THE CU DenvER OFFICE OF FINANCIAL AID COMMUNICATES THESE REQUESTS VIA STUDENT EMAIL
ACCOUNTS.

Key DEADLINES

MEETING DEADLINES IS CRITICAL TO MAXIMIZING FINANCIAL AID OPPORTUNITIES. |MPORTANT DATES INCLUDE:
]. FAFSA PRIORITY FILING DEADLINE — TYPICALLY EARLY IN THE YEAR PRECEDING THE ACADEMIC TERM.
2. SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION DEADLINES — VARY BY A\X/ARD, OFTEN IN LATE WINTER OR EARLY SPRING.

3. ENROLLMENT AND FINANCIAL AID CONFIRMATION DEADLINES — PRIOR TO THE START OF EACH SEMESTER.

ELiGBILITY CRITERIA AND REQUIREMENTS

FINANCIAL AID ELIGIBILITY AT CU DENVER DEPENDS ON MULTIPLE FACTORS, INCLUDING ENROLLMENT STATUS, CITIZENSHIP,
ACADEMIC PROGRESS, AND FINANCIAL NEED.

ENROLLMENT STATUS

STUDENTS MUST BE ENROLLED AT LEAST HALF-TIME IN AN ELIGIBLE PROGRAM TO QUALIFY FOR MOST FORMS OF AID. FULL-TIME
ENROLLMENT CAN INCREASE THE AMOUNT OF AID AVAILABLE.

ACADEMIC PROGRESS

MAINTAINING SATISFACTORY ACADEMIC PROGRESS (SAP) IS MANDATORY TO CONTINUE RECEIVING FINANCIAL AID. CU DENVER
MONITORS GPA/ CREDIT COMPLETION RATES, AND MAXIMUM TIMEFRAME TO ENSURE COMPLIANCE WITH FEDERAL REGULATIONS.

CITIZENSHIP AND RESIDENCY

FEDERAL AID REQUIRES U.S. CITIZENSHIP OR ELIGIBLE NON-CITIZEN STATUS. STATE GRANTS TYPICALLY REQUIRE CoLorADO
RESIDENCY. INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS HAVE LIMITED ACCESS TO FINANCIAL AID BUT MAY EXPLORE INSTITUTIONAL
SCHOLARSHIPS OR ALTERNATIVE FUNDING.

IMPORTANT RESOURCES AND SUPPORT SERVICES

CU DENVER PROVIDES SEVERAL TOOLS AND SUPPORT SERVICES TO ASSIST STUDENTS THROUGHOUT THE FINANCIAL AID
PROCESS.

FINANCIAL AID COUNSELING

STUDENTS HAVE ACCESS TO ONE-ON-ONE COUNSELING SESSIONS WITH FINANCIAL AID ADVISORS TO DISCUSS FUNDING
STRATEGIES, LOAN REPAYMENT PLANS, AND BUDGETING TECHNIQUES.



ONLINE PORTALS AND TOOLS

THE UNIVERSITY OFFERS SECURE ONLINE PORTALS WHERE STUDENTS CAN SUBMIT DOCUMENTS, CHECK AXWARD STATUS, AND
MANAGE FINANCIAL AID ACCOUNTS. THESE TOOLS ENHANCE COMMUNICATION AND STREAMLINE THE APPLICATION PROCESS.

\X/ ORkSHOPS AND WEBINARS

REGULARLY SCHEDULED WORKSHOPS AND WEBINARS COVER TOPICS SUCH AS FAFSA COMPLETION, SCHOLARSHIP SEARCHES,
AND FINANCIAL LITERACY SKILLS. THESE SESSIONS AIM TO EMPOWER STUDENTS WITH KNOWLEDGE AND CONFIDENCE.

TiPs FOR MAXIMIZING FINANCIAL AID BENEFITS

OPTIMIZING FINANCIAL AID OPPORTUNITIES REQUIRES PROACTIVE PLANNING AND AWARENESS OF AV AILABLE RESOURCES.

EARLY APPLICATION

SUBMITTING THE FAFSA AND SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE INCREASES THE LIKELIHOOD OF RECEIVING
MAXIMUM AID.

AccURATE AND COMPLETE INFORMATION

PROVIDING PRECISE FINANCIAL AND PERSONAL INFORMATION ENSURES TIMELY PROCESSING AND REDUCES DELAYS CAUSED BY
VERIFICATION REQUESTS.

EXPLORING MULTIPLE AID SOURCES

STUDENTS SHOULD INVESTIGATE ALL POTENTIAL FUNDING AVENUES, INCLUDING EXTERNAL SCHOLARSHIPS, EMPLOYER TUITION
ASSISTANCE, AND COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS.

MAINTAINING ACADEMIC STANDARDS

GOOD ACADEMIC STANDING IS ESSENTIAL FOR ONGOING ELIGIBILITY. MEETING SAP REQUIREMENTS PREVENTS INTERRUPTIONS IN
FINANCIAL AID DISBURSEMENTS.

BUDGETING AND FINANCIAL PLANNING

EFFECTIVE BUDGETING HELPS STUDENTS MAKE THE MOST OF AWARDED FUNDS AND MINIMIZES THE NEED FOR ADDITIONAL
BORROWING.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT TYPES OF FINANCIAL AID ARE AVAILABLE THROUGH THE CU Denver OFFICE OF



FINANCIAL AID?

THe CU Denver OFFICE OF FINANCIAL AID OFFERS VARIOUS TYPES OF FINANCIAL AID INCLUDING SCHOLARSHIPS, GRANTS,
FEDERAL AND STATE LOANS, WORK-STUDY OPPORTUNITIES, AND EMERGENCY AID TO HELP STUDENTS FINANCE THEIR EDUCATION.

How cAN | APPLY FOR FINANCIAL AID AT CU DeNVER?

To APPLY FOR FINANCIAL AID AT CU DENVER, STUDENTS MUST COMPLETE THE FREE APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL STUDENT AID
(FAFSA) AND SUBMIT IT BY THE PRIORITY DEADLINE. ADDITIONALLY, SOME SCHOLARSHIPS AND GRANTS MAY REQUIRE
SEPARATE APPLICATIONS THROUGH THE CU DenvErR OFFICE oF FINANCIAL AID.

\X/HERE CAN | FIND THE PRIORITY DEADLINE FOR FINANCIAL AID SUBMISSIONS AT CU
DeNVER?

THE PRIORITY DEADLINE FOR FINANCIAL AID SUBMISSIONS IS TYPICALLY POSTED ON THE CU Denver OFFICE oF FINANCIAL AID
WEBSITE. |T IS IMPORTANT TO CHECK THE SITE EACH ACADEMIC YEAR AND SUBMIT ALL REQUIRED DOCUMENTS BY THIS DATE TO
MAXIMIZE AID ELIGIBILITY.

Does THE CU Denver OFFICE OF FINANCIAL AID OFFER ASSISTANCE FOR
INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS?

YES/ THE CU DenvErR OFFICE OF FINANCIAL AID PROVIDES LIMITED FINANCIAL AID OPTIONS FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS,
INCLUDING SCHOLARSHIPS AND PAYMENT PLANS, BUT INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS ARE GENERALLY NOT ELIGIBLE FOR FEDERAL
FINANCIAL AID PROGRAMS.

How CAN | CHECK THE STATUS OF MY FINANCIAL AID APPLICATION AT CU DeNVER?

STUDENTS CAN CHECK THE STATUS OF THEIR FINANCIAL AID APPLICATION BY LOGGING INTO THEIR STUDENT ACCOUNT ON THE
CU DENVER FINANCIAL AID PORTAL OR BY CONTACTING THE OFFICE OF FINANCIAL AID DIRECTLY VIA PHONE OR EMAIL.

WHAT RESOURCES DOES THE CU DenVER OFFICE oF FINANCIAL AID PROVIDE FOR
FINANCIAL LITERACY?

THe CU Denver OFFICE OF FINANCIAL AID OFFERS W ORKSHOPS, COUNSELING, AND ONLINE RESOURCES TO HELP STUDENTS
UNDERSTAND BUDGETING, MANAGING STUDENT LOANS, AND MAKING INFORMED FINANCIAL DECISIONS THROUGHOUT THEIR
ACADEMIC CAREER.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. UNDERSTANDING FINANCIAL AiD AT CU Denver: A STUDENT’S GUIDE

THIS BOOK OFFERS A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF THE FINANCIAL AID PROCESS SPECIFIC TOo CU DENVER. IT COVERS

EVERY THING FROM APPLICATION PROCEDURES TO ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS AND TIPS FOR MAXIMIZING AID. STUDENTS WILL FIND
CLEAR EXPLANATIONS OF SCHOLARSHIPS, GRANTS, LOANS, AND WORK-STUDY PROGRAMS AVAILABLE AT THE UNIVERSITY.

2. NAVIGATING SCHOLARSHIPS AND GRANTS AT CU DENVER

FOCUSED ON SCHOLARSHIP AND GRANT OPPORTUNITIES, THIS GUIDE HELPS STUDENTS IDENTIFY AND APPLY FOR FINANCIAL
AWARDS OFFERED THROUGH CU DeNVER’s OFFICE OF FINANCIAL AID. |T INCLUDES STRATEGIES FOR WRITING STRONG
APPLICATIONS AND UNDERSTANDING AWARD CRITERIA. THE BOOK ALSO HIGHLIGHTS EXTERNAL SCHOLARSHIP RESOURCES.

3. CU Denver FINANCIAL AiD POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

THIS BOOK DETAILS THE OFFICIAL POLICIES GOVERNING FINANCIAL AID AT CU DENVER, INCLUDING DEADLINES, DOCUMENTATION,
AND COMPLIANCE REGULATIONS. |T IS AN ESSENTIAL RESOURCE FOR STUDENTS AND FAMILIES WHO WANT TO UNDERSTAND THE
ADMINISTRATIVE SIDE OF FINANCIAL AID. THE GUIDE ALSO EXPLAINS HOW CHANGES IN ENROLLMENT OR ACADEMIC STATUS CAN
AFFECT AID ELIGIBILITY.



4. MANAGING STUDENT LOANS AND DEeT AT CU DeEnVER

A PRACTICAL HANDBOOK ON STUDENT LOANS TAILORED FOR CU DENVER STUDENTS, THIS BOOK DISCUSSES BORROWING
OPTIONS, REPAYMENT PLANS, AND STRATEGIES TO MINIMIZE DEBT. |T PROVIDES FINANCIAL LITERACY TOOLS TO HELP STUDENTS
MAKE INFORMED DECISIONS ABOUT BORROWING AND MANAGING LOAN REPAYMENT AFTER GRADUATION.

5. Work-S1upy OrPPORTUNITIES AND CAMPUS EMPLOYMENT AT CU DENVER

THIS TITLE EXPLORES THE FEDERAL W/ ORK-STUDY PROGRAM AND OTHER EMPLOYMENT OPTIONS AVAILABLE THROUGH CU
DenvER’s OFFICE OF FINANCIAL AID. [T OFFERS GUIDANCE ON FINDING ON-CAMPUS JOBS, BALANCING WORK AND STUDY, AND
LEVERAGING WORK EXPERIENCE FOR CAREER DEVELOPMENT. STUDENTS WILL LEARN HOW TO APPLY FOR AND MAINTAIN \WORK-
STUDY ELIGIBILITY.

6. FINANCIAL AID FOR GRADUATE STUDENTS AT CU DENnVER

GRADUATE STUDENTS WILL FIND TAILORED ADVICE ON NAVIGATING FINANCIAL AID OPTIONS SPECIFIC TO MASTER’S AND
DOCTORAL PROGRAMS AT CU DENVER. THE BOOK ADDRESSES ASSISTANTSHIPS, FELLOWSHIPS, AND LOAN OPPORTUNITIES, AS
WELL AS BUDGETING TIPS FOR GRADUATE-LEVEL STUDY. |T ALSO EXPLAINS THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN UNDERGRADUATE AND
GRADUATE FINANCIAL AID.

7. APPEALING YOUR FINANCIAL AID AwWARD AT CU DENVER

THIS GUIDE HELPS STUDENTS UNDERSTAND THE APPEAL PROCESS IF THEIR FINANCIAL AID PACKAGE DOES NOT MEET THEIR NEEDS.
[T OUTLINES VALID REASONS FOR APPEALS, HOW TO WRITE EFFECTIVE APPEAL LETTERS, AND WHAT DOCUMENTATION TO
PROVIDE. THE BOOK AIMS TO EMPOWER STUDENTS TO ADVOCATE FOR ADDITIONAL FINANCIAL SUPPORT.

8. CU Denver’s FINANCIAL AiD RESOURCES AND SUPPORT SERVICES

HIGHLIGHTING THE VARIOUS SUPPORT SERVICES OFFERED BY CU DENVER’S OFFICE OF FINANCIAL AID, THIS BOOK PROVIDES
INFORMATION ON COUNSELING, WORKSHOPS, AND ONLINE TOOLS AVAILABLE TO STUDENTS. |T EMPHASIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF
UTILIZING THESE RESOURCES TO STAY INFORMED AND MAINTAIN ELIGIBILITY. THE BOOK ALSO COVERS CONTACT POINTS FOR
PERSONALIZED ASSISTANCE.

Q. BUDGETING AND FINANCIAL PLANNING FOR CU DENVER STUDENTS

DESIGNED TO COMPLEMENT FINANCIAL AID KNOWLEDGE, THIS BOOK TEACHES STUDENTS HOW TO CREATE AND MAINTAIN A
PERSONAL BUDGET WHILE ATTENDING CU DENVER. |T OFFERS PRACTICAL ADVICE ON MANAGING TUITION, LIVING EXPENSES, AND
UNEXPECTED COSTS. THE GUIDE ENCOURAGES FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY TO ENSURE ACADEMIC AND PERSONAL SUCCESS.
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