cs lewis problem of pain

cs lewis problem of pain is a seminal exploration into one of the most
profound questions in theology and philosophy: Why does suffering exist if
God is both omnipotent and benevolent? This work by C.S. Lewis delves into
the complex relationship between divine goodness and human pain, offering
compelling arguments that have influenced Christian apologetics
significantly. The discussion encompasses the nature of God, the origin of
evil, and the purpose behind suffering, all framed through Lewis’s thoughtful
and accessible prose. This article examines the core themes of cs lewis
problem of pain, including Lewis’s understanding of human free will, the
concept of “fallen” humanity, and the spiritual significance of pain.
Additionally, it explores how Lewis addresses common objections to the
existence of suffering and the implications for faith and reason. The
following sections provide a detailed analysis of these elements, serving as
a comprehensive guide to cs lewis problem of pain.

e The Context and Background of C.S. Lewis’s Work

e Understanding the Nature of Pain According to Lewis

e Theological Explanations for the Existence of Suffering
e Human Free Will and the Problem of Evil

e The Role of Divine Goodness and Justice

e Tmplications of Pain for Spiritual Growth

e Common Objections Addressed by Lewis

The Context and Background of C.S. Lewis’s Work

C.S. Lewis wrote The Problem of Pain in 1940, during a time of global
conflict and personal reflection. The backdrop of World War II, with its
unprecedented suffering and loss, provided a poignant context for his
exploration of pain and evil. Lewis, a former atheist turned Christian
apologist, sought to reconcile the harsh realities of human suffering with
the Christian doctrine of a loving God. His work aimed to provide
intellectual and spiritual clarity for believers and skeptics alike,
addressing doubts about faith arising from the experience of pain.
Understanding the historical and personal context of Lewis’s writing is
essential to grasp the depth and nuance of his arguments regarding the
problem of pain.

Understanding the Nature of Pain According to
Lewis

Lewis approaches pain not merely as physical suffering but as a multifaceted
experience that includes emotional and spiritual dimensions. He distinguishes
between different types of pain, emphasizing that suffering serves a purpose



beyond mere punishment or random misfortune. According to Lewis, pain is a
mechanism that can lead to growth, awareness, and transformation, acting as a
“megaphone” to rouse a deaf world. This perspective challenges the common
perception of pain as solely negative and instead frames it as a potentially
constructive force within the human experience.

Physical, Emotional, and Spiritual Pain

Lewis categorizes pain into three main types: physical, emotional, and
spiritual. Physical pain alerts the body to injury and danger, serving a
protective role. Emotional pain, such as grief or loneliness, reveals the
depth of human relationships and attachments. Spiritual pain, often
manifested as a sense of alienation from God or moral guilt, points toward a
deeper existential reality. This comprehensive understanding allows Lewis to
argue that pain is integral to human existence and spiritual development.

The Purpose of Pain

In cs lewis problem of pain, the purpose of suffering is ultimately connected
to divine intention. Lewis suggests that pain functions as a tool for moral
and spiritual refinement, helping individuals recognize their dependence on
God and encouraging repentance and humility. Far from being arbitrary, pain
has a pedagogical role in guiding humanity towards a higher good.

Theological Explanations for the Existence of
Suffering

Central to cs lewis problem of pain is the theological explanation for why
suffering exists in a world governed by a just and loving God. Lewis wrestles
with the apparent contradiction between God’s omnipotence and omnibenevolence
and the presence of evil and suffering. His solution involves the concepts of
free will, the fallen state of creation, and the ultimate redemptive purpose
of pain.

The Fall and Its Consequences

Lewis interprets the biblical Fall as a pivotal event that introduced moral
evil and suffering into the world. Humanity’s rebellion against God resulted
in a corrupted creation where pain and death became realities. This “fallen”
condition explains why suffering is pervasive, positioning it as a
consequence of human sin rather than the direct will of God.

The Role of a Good Creator

Lewis argues that God permits suffering because it is a necessary aspect of a
morally significant world. A universe populated by free creatures capable of
genuine love and goodness must also allow for the possibility of pain and
evil. This framework maintains God’s goodness while accounting for the
existence of suffering.



Human Free Will and the Problem of Ewvil

One of the key elements in cs lewis problem of pain is the defense of human
free will as a crucial factor in understanding evil and suffering. Lewis
posits that free will is essential for genuine love and moral responsibility,
but it also opens the door to sin and pain.

Freedom and Moral Responsibility

Lewis emphasizes that true freedom involves the capacity to choose good or
evil. Without this freedom, love and virtue would be meaningless. The gift of
free will entails the possibility of choosing against God’s will, which leads
to suffering and moral evil.

The Limits of Divine Intervention

Lewis discusses why God does not override human freedom to prevent pain.
Intervening to eliminate every instance of suffering would negate freedom and
undermine the moral development of humanity. Therefore, God’s allowance of
pain is consistent with respect for human autonomy.

The Role of Divine Goodness and Justice

In cs lewis problem of pain, the nature of divine goodness and justice is
explored to explain how suffering fits within God’s moral framework. Lewis
challenges simplistic understandings of God’s goodness, offering a more
nuanced view that incorporates Jjustice and the ultimate restoration of all
things.

God’ s Goodness Beyond Human Understanding

Lewis argues that human beings have limited understanding of what constitutes
true goodness. God’s goodness transcends human notions of comfort or
avoidance of pain, encompassing a broader vision of ultimate good that may
include suffering as a means to a greater end.

The Justice of God and Final Judgment

Lewis stresses that suffering is not without purpose or final resolution.
Divine justice ensures that pain and evil will be addressed, and ultimately,
all wrongs will be made right. This eschatological perspective provides hope
amid present suffering.

Implications of Pain for Spiritual Growth

Cs lewis problem of pain highlights the spiritual significance of suffering
in the life of believers. Pain is portrayed as a catalyst for deepening
faith, character development, and closer communion with God.



Purification and Character Formation

Suffering can purify the soul, stripping away superficial attachments and
fostering virtues such as patience, courage, and humility. Lewis views pain
as a form of divine discipline that shapes believers into Christlike
maturity.

Empathy and Compassion

Experiencing pain can also enhance empathy and compassion for others. Lewis
suggests that shared suffering connects individuals with one another and with
God, creating bonds of understanding and love.

Common Objections Addressed by Lewis

Throughout cs lewis problem of pain, Lewis anticipates and responds to common
objections regarding the existence of suffering and its compatibility with a
good God. His responses provide a reasoned defense of the Christian
worldview.

e Why Doesn’t God Prevent All Suffering? Lewis explains that preventing
all suffering would negate free will and the possibility of moral
growth.

e Is Pain Punishment for Sin? While some pain results from sin, not all
suffering is punitive; some serve a higher purpose in spiritual
development.

e Can God Use Evil for Good? Lewis affirms that God can bring good out of
evil, demonstrating divine sovereignty over suffering.

e Does the Existence of Pain Mean God Is Not Loving? Lewis argues that
God’s love is compatible with allowing pain as part of a larger plan for
ultimate good.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of C.S. Lewis's book 'The
Problem of Pain'?

The main theme of 'The Problem of Pain' is exploring how to reconcile the
existence of pain and suffering with the belief in a benevolent and
omnipotent God.

How does C.S. Lewis explain the existence of pain in
a good world?

C.S. Lewis argues that pain and suffering are necessary for moral and
spiritual growth, helping humans develop virtues like courage and compassion,



and that a world without pain would be a world without free will.

Does C.S. Lewis believe pain has a purpose?

Yes, Lewis believes that pain serves a divine purpose by warning us of
danger, correcting our behavior, and ultimately bringing us closer to God.

How does 'The Problem of Pain' address the suffering
of animals?

Lewis suggests that animal suffering is a result of the fallen state of the
world and is less significant than human suffering, as animals do not possess
moral awareness or eternal souls like humans.

What role does free will play in C.S. Lewis's
explanation of pain?
Free will is central to Lewis's argument; he claims that God allows pain

because it is a consequence of human freedom, which is necessary for genuine
love and moral responsibility.

How does C.S. Lewis differentiate between pain and
suffering?

Lewis differentiates pain as a physical sensation, while suffering involves
the emotional and mental response to pain, which can be influenced by one’s
attitude and faith.

What criticisms does C.S. Lewis address about the
idea of a loving God allowing pain?

Lewis addresses the criticism that a loving God would not permit suffering by
explaining that God’s love sometimes involves discipline and that pain can
lead to greater good and spiritual maturity.

Is 'The Problem of Pain' a purely theological book or
does it include philosophical arguments?

The book combines both theological and philosophical arguments to explore the
nature of pain, evil, and God's justice, making it accessible to a wide
audience interested in these issues.

How has 'The Problem of Pain' influenced contemporary
discussions on theodicy?

C.S. Lewis's book remains influential in contemporary theodicy debates by
providing a compassionate and reasoned approach to understanding suffering,
inspiring both religious believers and skeptics to reconsider the
relationship between God and pain.



Additional Resources

1. The Problem of Pain by C.S. Lewis

This is the foundational work where Lewis tackles the difficult question of
why a good and omnipotent God allows suffering. He explores the nature of
pain, its purpose, and how it fits into the Christian worldview. The book
combines philosophical reasoning with theological insights, making it
accessible to both believers and skeptics.

2. Where Is God When It Hurts? by Philip Yancey

Yancey addresses the mystery of suffering with empathy and honesty, sharing
personal stories and biblical reflections. The book offers comfort and hope
to those struggling to understand pain in their own lives. It complements
Lewis’s work by focusing more on emotional and pastoral aspects.

3. God on Mute: Engaging the Silence of Unanswered Prayer by Pete Greig

This book explores the silence of God during times of suffering and
unanswered prayers. Greig, drawing from personal experience, encourages
readers to wrestle with doubt and pain while maintaining faith. It provides a
modern perspective on the themes Lewis discusses regarding divine silence and
suffering.

4. The Problem of Pain and the Problem of Evil by John Hick

Hick examines the problem of pain within a broader philosophical and
theological context, addressing both moral and natural evil. He offers the
“soul-making” theodicy, which suggests that suffering is necessary for
spiritual growth. This work provides a scholarly complement to Lewis’s more
accessible approach.

5. Walking with God through Pain and Suffering by Timothy Keller

Keller combines biblical teaching with pastoral wisdom to help readers
understand and endure suffering. He addresses common questions and doubts
about pain, offering practical guidance for maintaining faith. The book
aligns well with Lewis’s themes but is more focused on pastoral care.

6. The Dark Night of the Soul by St. John of the Cross

This classic Christian text explores the spiritual struggles and suffering
that believers may endure on their journey to God. It delves into the
purification process through pain and the eventual union with the divine.
While not directly addressing the problem of pain philosophically, it
provides deep spiritual insight into suffering.

7. Suffering and the Sovereignty of God by John Piper

Piper investigates how God's sovereignty relates to human suffering,
affirming that pain has a purpose within God’s plan. He encourages believers
to trust God even in the midst of hardship. This book complements Lewis’s
work by emphasizing divine control and ultimate good.

8. The Problem of Pain: A Christian Response to Suffering by Stephen W.
Hiemstra

Hiemstra offers a contemporary Christian perspective on the problem of pain,
engaging with both biblical texts and modern philosophical arguments. The
book seeks to provide clear answers and hope for those wrestling with
suffering. It serves as a useful companion to Lewis’s classic text.

9. Heaven in the Heart of Darkness: Finding God When Life Is Painful by John
Mark Comer

Comer addresses the reality of pain and suffering in a broken world,
encouraging readers to find God’s presence amid trials. Drawing from



scripture and personal experience, he offers a hopeful and practical approach
to enduring pain. This modern work resonates with Lewis’s core message of
hope through suffering.
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cs lewis problem of pain: The Problem of Pain C. S. Lewis, 2001-02-06 Why must humanity
suffer? In this elegant and thoughtful work, C. S. Lewis questions the pain and suffering that occur
everyday and how this contrasts with the notion of a God that is both omnipotent and good. An
answer to this critical theological problem is found within these pages.

cs lewis problem of pain: The Problem of Pain Clive Staples Lewis, 1977 For centuries
Christians have been perplexed by the problem -- If God is good and all-powerful, why does he allow
his creatures to suffer pain? In this book C.S. Lewis gives his view as a layman on the Christian
doctrine relating to all aspects of the problem of pain and explains the existence of pain in a
Christian world.--Cover

cs lewis problem of pain: Summary of C.S. Lewis's The Problem of Pain Milkyway Media,
2021-10-06 Buy now to get the main key ideas from C.S. Lewis's The Problem of Pain Throughout
history, humanity has assumed that if God indeed was good and merciful, he would eradicate pain.
In The Problem of Pain (1940), C.S. Lewis aims to disprove this belief and explain that evil, wars,
and hunger do not refute the existence of a good, loving God. The Problem of Pain is a mix of
religion, wisdom, spirituality, and compassion. It tackles arguments most commonly used to deny the
presence of God and broadly compares the worldly understanding of goodness to the divine one.
Some of the major topics it discusses include suffering, sinning, heaven, agony, omnipotence, and
redemption.

cs lewis problem of pain: The Problem of Pain C. S. Lewis, 2020-05-26 In The Problem of
Pain, C.S. Lewis, one of the most renowned Christian authors and thinkers, examines a universally
applicable question within the human condition: If God is good and all-powerful, why does he allow
his creatures to suffer pain? With his signature wealth of compassion and insight, C.S. Lewis offers
answers to these crucial questions and shares his hope and wisdom to help heal a world hungering
for a true understanding of human nature.

cs lewis problem of pain: The Problem of Pain Study Guide Alan Vermilye, 2018-05-27 The
Most Trusted Study Guide to Understanding The Problem of Pain! Why must humanity suffer? Why
doesn’t God alleviate our pain, even some? In his book The Problem of Pain, C.S. Lewis’s
philosophical approach to why we experience pain can be confusing at times. The Problem of Pain
Study Guide breaks down each chapter into easy-to-understand questions and commentary to help
you find meaning and hope amid the pain. The Problem of Pain Study Guide expands upon Lewis'
elegant and thoughtful work where he seeks to understand how a loving, good, and powerful God
can possibly coexist with the pain and suffering that is so pervasive in the world and in our lives. As
Christ-followers we might expect the world to be just, fair, and less painful, but it is not. This is the
problem of pain. In addition to Scripture references, discussion questions, and related commentary,
The Problem of Pain Study Guide also provides easy-to-read chapter summaries highlighting
overarching themes, definitions, and references. To help with those more difficult discussion
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questions, a complete Answer Guide and Scripture Reference Guide is available for free online. This
complete Bible study experience is perfect for book clubs, church groups, and independent study.
The Problem of Pain Study Guide includes: - Eleven sessions of study with multi-week options
included - Comprehensive Bible study workbook with studies for each week - Complete chapter
summaries to go deeper - Bible study questions that are ideal for group discussion - Answer Guide
for all questions and Scripture - Reference Guide available for free online - Perfect for book clubs,
small groups, or individual Bible study - Available in print or e-book formats The problem of pain is
inescapable and its effects profound. The Problem of Pain Study Guide combines the wisdom of C.S.
Lewis with the authority of Scripture to help you battle the issues and difficulties that lie ahead.

cs lewis problem of pain: C.S. Lewis and The Problem of Pain Robert Bender, 1999

cs lewis problem of pain: Shepherd's Notes: C.S. Lewis's the Problem of Pain C. S. Lewis,
2017-10 Shepherd's notes helps readers better learn the books of the Bible and Christian classic
writings in a concise and easy-to-understand format.

cs lewis problem of pain: C.S. Lewis—On the Christ of a Religious Economy, 3.1 P. H.
Brazier, 2013-05-03 C. S. Lewis--On the Christ of a Religious Economy I, Creation and Sub-Creation
opens with Lewis on creation, the fall into original sin, and the human condition before God and how
such an understanding permeated all his work, post-conversion. For Lewis, Christ, the second
person of the Trinity, is the agent of creation and its redeemer. This leads into Lewis's
representation through sub-creation: explaining salvation history and the purpose of the creation
and the creature through story (The Chronicles of Narnia, The Space Trilogy, Screwtape, etc.), but
also the question of multiple incarnations, and the encounters he pens between Aslan-Christ and
creatures. What does this tell us about the human predicament and our state after the fall? This
volume forms the first part of the third book in a series of studies on the theology of C. S. Lewis
titled C. S. Lewis: Revelation and the Christ. The books are written for academics and students, but
also, crucially, for those people, ordinary Christians, without a theology degree who enjoy and gain
sustenance from reading Lewis's work.

cs lewis problem of pain: C.S. Lewis and the Problem of Pain Benjamin Johnson Wines,
2011

cs lewis problem of pain: C. S. Lewis's the Problem of Pain/a Grief Observed C. S. Lewis, Terry
L. Miethe, 1999 A volume comparable in style to Cliff's Notes, here highlighting the key points from
C. S. Lewis's' The Problem of Pain and A Grief Observed.

cs lewis problem of pain: C.S. Lewis and the problem of pain Jackie Li, 1986

cs lewis problem of pain: C. S. Lewis's Case for Christ Art Lindsley, 2005-09-01 There can
be many obstacles to faith, as C. S. Lewis discovered. But he overcame them to become one of
Christianity's most ardent warriors of the faith. Art Lindsley provides a readable introduction to C. S.
Lewis's reflections on objections to belief in Jesus Christ and the compelling reasons why Lewis
came to affirm the truth of Christianity.

cs lewis problem of pain: Christian Counseling Ethics Randolph K. Sanders, 1997-06-09 A
client raises spiritual questions. Can a Christian therapist working in a government agency talk with
a client about faith? A young couple with two children asks a Christian counselor to help them
negotiate an end to their marriage. What responsibility does the counselor have to try to repair the
relationship? A youth group member confidentially reveals to the pastor that he is taking drugs.
Should the pastor tell the boy's parents? A counselor who teaches a college course has a client show
up for class. What should she do? These are just a few of the complex dilemmas that therapists,
counselors and pastors face nearly every day. Handling these situations appropriately is critical for
both the client's progress and the professional's personal credibility and protection from liability.
State and federal codes, professional association statements and denominational guidelines have
been drawn up to address ethical issues like competence, confidentiality, multiple relationships,
public statements, third parties and documentation. In this book you'll find them all compiled and
interpreted in light of Christian faith and practice. Written by qualified professional counselors and
respected academic instructors, this book is an indispensable resource for understanding and



applying ethics in Christian counseling today.

cs lewis problem of pain: The Christian Mind of C. S. Lewis Andrew ]. Spencer, 2019-12-05
C. S. Lewis embodied the Christian mind because he saw the world as a coherent unity. His writing
consistently pursued the good, the true, and the beautiful. He used nonfiction to point out the
reasonableness of Christianity and used his fiction to create compelling illustrations that make faith
in Christ an obvious and attractive conclusion. This book explores the Christian mind of C. S. Lewis
across the spectrum of the genres he worked in. With contributors from diverse disciplines and
interests, the volume illuminates the many facets of Lewis’s work. The Christian Mind of C. S. Lewis
assists readers to read Lewis better and also to read other works better. The overarching goal is,
just as Lewis would have desired, to help people see Christ more clearly in the world and to be more
like Christ.

cs lewis problem of pain: THE PROBLEM OF PAIN C. S. Lewis, 2016-05-02 This carefully
crafted ebook: THE PROBLEM OF PAIN is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed
table of contents. The Problem of Pain is a book concerned, to one degree or another, with refuting
popular objections to Christianity, such as the question, How could a good God allow pain to exist in
the world? The book addresses an important aspect of theodicy, an attempt by one Christian layman
to reconcile orthodox Christian belief in a just, loving and omnipotent God with pain and suffering.
Some have felt that it is useful to read it together with A Grief Observed, Lewis' reflections on his
own experiences of grief and anguish upon the death of his wife. In addition to dealing with human
pain, however, the book also contains a chapter entitled Animal Pain, demonstrating not only the
fact that Lewis cast his net wider than human suffering, but also a reflection on a lifelong love of
animals. Clive Staples Lewis (1898-1963) was a British novelist, poet, academic, medievalist, lay
theologian and Christian apologist. He is best known for his fictional work, especially The Screwtape
Letters, The Chronicles of Narnia, and The Space Trilogy, and for his non-fiction Christian
apologetics, such as Mere Christianity, Miracles, and The Problem of Pain.

cs lewis problem of pain: S Lewis vs the New Atheists Peter S Williams, 2013-02-01 The book
will counter the 'new atheist' movement using the arguments of C.S. Lewis, thereby appealing to
readers interested in both loci and showing that there is nothing especially 'new' about the new
atheism. How might C.S. Lewis, the greatest Christian apologist of the twentieth century, respond to
the twenty-first century 'new atheism' of Richard Dawkins, Christopher Hitchens and company?
Might Lewis' own journey from atheism to Christian belief illuminate and undercut the objections of
the new atheists? Christian philosopher Peter S. Williams takes us on an intellectual journey through
Lewis' conversion in conversation with today's anti-theists. 'This book shows the breadth, depth, and
durability of Lewis's Christian apologetics.' Michael Ward, chaplain at St Peter's College, Oxford

cs lewis problem of pain: The Problem of Pain C. Lewis, 2016-07-02 When Mr. Ashley
Sampson suggested to me the writing of this book, I asked leave to be allowed to write it
anonymously, since, if I were to say what I really thought about pain, I should be forced to make
statements of such apparent fortitude that they would become ridiculous if anyone knew who made
them. Anonymity was rejected as inconsistent with the series; but Mr. Sampson pointed out that I
could write a preface explaining that I did not live up to my own principles! This exhilarating
programme [ am now carrying out. Let me confess at once, in the words of good Walter Hilton, that
throughout this book I feel myself so far from true feeling of that I speak, that I can naught else but
cry mercy and desire after it as I may. Yet for that very reason there is one criticism which cannot be
brought against me. No one can say He jests at scars who never felt a wound, for I have never for
one moment been in a state of mind to which even the imagination of serious pain was less than
intolerable. If any man is safe from the danger of under-estimating this adversary, I am that man. I
must add, too, that the only purpose of the book is to solve the intellectual problem raised by
suffering; for the far higher task of teaching fortitude and patience I was never fool enough to
suppose myself qualified, nor have I anything to offer my readers except my conviction that when
pain is to be borne, a little courage helps more than much knowledge, a little human sympathy more
than much courage, and the least tincture of the love of God more than all. If any real theologian



reads these pages he will very easily see that they are the work of a layman and an amateur. Except
in the last two chapters, parts of which are admittedly speculative, I have believed myself to be
re-stating ancient and orthodox doctrines. If any parts of the book are original, in the sense of being
novel or unorthodox, they are so against my will and as a result of my ignorance. I write, of course,
as a layman of the Church of England: but I have tried to assume nothing that is not professed by all
baptised and communicating Christians. As this is not a work of erudition I have taken little pains to
trace ideas or quotations to their sources when they were not easily recoverable. Any theologian will
see easily enough what, and how little, I have read. C. S. LEWIS. MAGDALEN COLLEGE, OXFORD.
1940.

cs lewis problem of pain: Renewal Apologetics Christopher J. Wilson, 2019-12-09 Why do you
believe in God? Why do you believe in the Bible? Why do you believe in miracles? These are
questions that Christians are often asked by sceptics. The field of apologetics attempts to provide
rational answers to these and other questions. Unfortunately, apologetical answers to these
questions are often abstract and philosophical. However, the Christian apologist/evangelist has a
much more powerful argument in their arsenal: the argument from miracles. Miracles are the
original Christian apologetic. It was through the witnessing of miracles that Christianity was
originally spread. By applying modern tools of philosophical inquiry and scientific methodology,
Wilson is able to establish a core set of miracles which defy naturalistic explanations and strongly
point toward occurrences of Special Divine Action (SDA). However, once these occurrences are
proven to be genuine miracles, several questions remain. Why does God sometimes perform
miracles? Why does he often answer no? How do these random acts fit into his overall plans of
redemption? By answering these and other questions, Wilson develops a comprehensive apologetic
for both Christianity in general and the Renewal Movement in particular.

cs lewis problem of pain: The Devil's Redemption : 2 Volumes Michael J. McClymond,
2018-06-05 2018 Book Award Winner, The Gospel Coalition (Academic Theology) A Choice
Outstanding Academic Title for 2019 Will all evil finally turn to good, or does some evil remain
stubbornly opposed to God and God's goodness? Will even the devil be redeemed? Addressing a
theological issue of perennial interest, this comprehensive book (in two volumes) surveys the history
of Christian universalism from the second to the twenty-first century and offers an interpretation of
how and why universalist belief arose. The author explores what the church has taught about
universal salvation and hell and critiques universalism from a biblical, philosophical, and theological
standpoint. He shows that the effort to extend grace to everyone undermines the principle of grace
for anyone.

cs lewis problem of pain: God on Mute Pete Greig, 2020-09-22 An honest, soul-searching
pursuit of biblical answers to one of Christianity's most challenging questions: What do you do when
God meets your prayers with silence? Many of us have struggled with prayers that seem to go
unanswered, and Pete Greig has been down that difficult road of doubt. This book is both intensely
personal and deeply theological—a book born out of his wife Sammy's fight for her life after a
horrifying diagnosis. The acclaimed author of Red Moon Rising wrestles with the hard side of prayer,
how to respond when there seem to be no answers, and how to cope with those who seek to
interpret our experience for us. For those struggling with prayer, God on Mute brings a message of
hope and comfort, but also a better understanding of how we communicate with our Creator. Using
the timeline of Holy Week (from Maundy Thursday through Easter Sunday) as a template, Greig
explores four main questions about prayer from all angles: How am I going to get through this? Why
aren't my prayers being answered? Where is God when he seems silent? When every prayer is
answered...what does that mean? Silence in response to our most heart-felt prayers is the hardest
thing for a person of faith to wrestle with. The world collapses. Then all goes quiet. Words can't
explain what we're going through. People avoid you and don't know what to say. So you turn to Him
and you pray. You need Him more than ever before. But somehow even God Himself seems on mute.
And this sinks into us with a sense of futility... But even in this crushing silence, there is a way
forward. Here is a story of faith, hope, and love beyond all understanding. Includes guide for group




discussion.
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