csulb accounting major requirements

csulb accounting major requirements are designed to provide students with a
comprehensive foundation in accounting principles, preparing them for a
successful career in the accounting profession. California State University,
Long Beach (CSULB) offers a robust accounting program that emphasizes both
theoretical knowledge and practical skills. This article explores the
detailed academic prerequisites, core courses, elective options, and
additional requirements necessary to complete the accounting major at CSULB.
Students interested in accounting will find valuable information on the
curriculum structure, credit requirements, and opportunities for professional
development. Understanding these requirements is crucial for planning an
efficient academic path and meeting the standards set by the university and
professional accounting bodies. The following sections delve into the
specifics of the csulb accounting major requirements, including admission
criteria, core coursework, elective choices, and certification preparation.

e Overview of the Accounting Major at CSULB
e Admission and Prerequisite Requirements

e Core Curriculum and Required Courses

e Electives and Specialization Options

e Additional Graduation and Certification Requirements

Overview of the Accounting Major at CSULB

The accounting major at CSULB is housed within the College of Business
Administration and offers a curriculum designed to equip students with a
strong foundation in accounting principles, financial reporting, taxation,
auditing, and managerial accounting. The program balances theoretical
frameworks with practical applications, ensuring graduates are prepared for
careers in public accounting, corporate finance, government agencies, and
non-profit organizations. The csulb accounting major requirements emphasize
the development of analytical skills, ethical understanding, and proficiency
in accounting software and tools. This program also aligns with the
educational standards necessary for students planning to pursue Certified
Public Accountant (CPA) licensure.



Admission and Prerequisite Requirements

Before declaring the accounting major at CSULB, students must meet certain
admission and prerequisite criteria. These requirements ensure that students
possess the foundational knowledge needed to succeed in advanced accounting
courses.

General University Admission

Admission to CSULB requires meeting the university-wide standards, including
completion of the A-G high school course requirements, minimum GPA, and
standardized test scores where applicable. Transfer students must also meet
specific transfer credit criteria and maintain a competitive GPA.

Prerequisite Coursework

Students must complete foundational courses in mathematics, economics, and
introductory business subjects before enrolling in upper-division accounting
classes. Key prerequisite courses typically include:

e College Algebra or higher-level mathematics course

Principles of Microeconomics

Principles of Macroeconomics

Introduction to Financial Accounting

Introduction to Managerial Accounting

Successful completion of these prerequisites with a minimum grade is required
to declare an accounting major officially.

Core Curriculum and Required Courses

The core curriculum for the accounting major at CSULB consists of required
courses that cover essential accounting topics and related business
knowledge. These courses ensure a comprehensive understanding of accounting
principles and practices.

Accounting Core Courses

The accounting major requires completion of several key courses, including
but not limited to:



e Intermediate Financial Accounting I and II
e Cost Accounting

e Auditing

e Federal Income Taxation

e Accounting Information Systems

e Advanced Accounting

These courses provide an in-depth exploration of financial reporting,
regulatory compliance, managerial decision-making, and auditing standards.

Supporting Business Courses

In addition to core accounting classes, students must complete supporting
courses in finance, management, marketing, and business law to round out
their business acumen. Common supporting courses include:

e Business Law and Ethics
e Corporate Finance
e Management Principles

e Marketing Fundamentals

These courses complement the accounting curriculum and prepare students for
interdisciplinary challenges in the business environment.

Electives and Specialization Options

CSULB provides accounting majors the opportunity to tailor their degree by
selecting electives that align with their career goals or interests within
the accounting field. These electives allow students to gain specialized
knowledge and skills relevant to their intended career paths.

Elective Course Offerings

Students can choose from a variety of electives, including:

e International Accounting



e Forensic Accounting
e Advanced Taxation
e Governmental and Nonprofit Accounting

e Financial Statement Analysis

These electives enable students to deepen their expertise in niche areas of
accounting, enhancing their marketability and professional preparedness.

Internships and Experiential Learning

While not always mandatory, CSULB encourages accounting majors to pursue
internships or cooperative education experiences. These practical
opportunities allow students to apply classroom knowledge in real-world
settings, build professional networks, and improve employment prospects after
graduation.

Additional Graduation and Certification
Requirements

Beyond coursework, csulb accounting major requirements include specific
academic and professional milestones that students must achieve to graduate
and prepare for certification exams such as the CPA.

Unit and GPA Requirements

Students must complete a minimum number of semester units within the major,
as well as maintain an overall and major GPA that meets CSULB’s graduation
standards. Typically, a minimum GPA of 2.0 is required for graduation, though
higher standards may apply for certain accounting courses.

CPA Exam Preparation and 150-Unit Requirement

CSULB’s accounting program is structured to help students meet the 150-
semester unit requirement mandated by most state boards of accountancy for
CPA licensure. Students often pursue additional coursework or a master’s
degree to fulfill this requirement. The curriculum also covers CPA exam
content areas, including auditing, financial accounting, regulation, and
business environment topics.



Ethics and Professionalism

Ethical understanding and professional responsibility are integral to the
accounting major. CSULB includes coursework and seminars that emphasize
ethical decision-making, professional standards, and regulatory compliance,
preparing students to uphold integrity in their accounting careers.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the general education requirements for an
accounting major at CSULB?

CSULB accounting majors must complete the university's general education
requirements, which include courses in areas such as English, mathematics,
natural sciences, social sciences, humanities, and multicultural studies.

How many units are required to complete the
accounting major at CSULB?

To complete the accounting major at CSULB, students must complete
approximately 51-54 units of upper-division accounting and business courses,
in addition to general education and prerequisite courses.

What prerequisite courses are needed before
declaring an accounting major at CSULB?

Prerequisite courses typically include introductory accounting,
microeconomics, macroeconomics, statistics, and calculus, which prepare
students for upper-division accounting coursework.

Are there specific GPA requirements to remain in the
accounting major at CSULB?

Yes, CSULB requires accounting majors to maintain a minimum GPA, often around
2.0 or higher in major and overall coursework, to remain in good standing and
progress through the program.

Does CSULB require an accounting internship for the
accounting major?

While an internship is not always a mandatory requirement, CSULB encourages
accounting majors to gain practical experience through internships to enhance
their career readiness and fulfill optional experiential learning components.



What upper-division accounting courses are required
for the major at CSULB?

Required upper-division courses include Financial Accounting, Managerial
Accounting, Auditing, Taxation, Accounting Information Systems, and Advanced
Accounting topics.

Can CSULB accounting majors pursue a CPA license
after graduation?

Yes, the CSULB accounting program is designed to meet the educational
requirements needed to sit for the CPA exam, but students should verify they
complete the 150 semester units required for CPA licensure.

Are there opportunities for accounting majors at
CSULB to participate in student organizations or
competitions?

Yes, CSULB offers student organizations such as the Accounting Society and
Beta Alpha Psi, which provide networking, professional development, and
accounting competitions for majors.

Additional Resources

1. Financial Accounting: Tools for Business Decision Making

This book offers a comprehensive introduction to financial accounting
principles and practices. It emphasizes the use of accounting information for
business decision-making. Students learn how to prepare and analyze financial
statements, which is foundational for any accounting major at CSULB.

2. Intermediate Accounting

A core textbook for accounting majors, this book dives deeper into accounting
standards and reporting. It covers topics such as revenue recognition, asset
valuation, and liabilities in detail. This resource is essential for CSULB
students to build a solid understanding of GAAP and financial reporting
requirements.

3. Cost Accounting: A Managerial Emphasis

Focused on cost behavior and cost management techniques, this book is crucial
for students interested in managerial accounting. It teaches how to analyze
costs for planning, control, and decision-making. CSULB accounting majors use
this text to grasp the internal accounting processes within businesses.

4. Auditing and Assurance Services: An Integrated Approach

This book introduces auditing concepts, procedures, and the role of auditors
in financial reporting. It highlights ethical considerations and current
auditing standards. CSULB students preparing for careers in auditing will



find this book invaluable for understanding the auditing process and
professional responsibilities.

5. Accounting Information Systems

Exploring the intersection of accounting and information technology, this
book covers systems used to collect, process, and report financial data. It
teaches students about database management, internal controls, and
cybersecurity issues relevant to accounting. This knowledge is vital for
CSULB accounting majors in today’s digitized business environment.

6. Taxation of Individuals and Business Entities

This textbook provides a thorough overview of federal income tax laws
affecting individuals and businesses. It explains tax planning, compliance,
and reporting requirements. CSULB accounting students use this resource to
understand the complexities of the tax code and prepare for tax-related
courses and certifications.

7. Business Law for Accountants

Covering legal concepts essential for accountants, this book explains
contracts, agency, business organizations, and regulatory environments. It
helps students comprehend how laws impact accounting practices and business
operations. CSULB accounting majors benefit from this book to navigate the
legal aspects of the profession.

8. Managerial Accounting

This book focuses on the use of accounting information for internal
management purposes. Topics include budgeting, performance evaluation, and
decision analysis. CSULB students use this text to develop skills in applying
accounting data to support strategic business decisions.

9. Ethics in Accounting: A Decision-Making Approach

Emphasizing ethical issues faced by accounting professionals, this book
discusses real-world scenarios and frameworks for ethical decision-making. It
encourages students to consider the societal impact of accounting practices.
CSULB accounting majors are encouraged to study this book to build integrity
and professionalism in their careers.
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formation of the United States. A Day in the Life of an American Worker: 200 Trades and Professions
through History allows readers to imagine the daily lives of ordinary workers, from the beginnings of
colonial America to the present. It presents the stories of millions of Americans—from the enslaved
field hands in antebellum America to the astronauts of the modern space age—as they contributed to
the formation of the modern and culturally diverse United States. Readers will learn about individual
occupations and discover the untold histories of those women and men who too often have remained
anonymous to historians but whose stories are just as important as those of leaders whose lives we
study in our classrooms. This book provides specific details to enable comprehensive understanding
of the benefits and downsides of each trade and profession discussed. Selected accompanying
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Educational Series,, 2002-07-12 America's definitive guide to all accredited four-year colleges and
universities has been updated with the latest information, figures, and fees. More than 1,650 schools
are profiled with details on admission requirements, academic programs, tuitions and other fees,
sources of available financial aid, library facilities, computer facilities, descriptions of campus
environments, athletic facilities, extracurricular activities, e-mail addresses, fax numbers, web sites,
and more. Each school receives Barron's exclusive academic rating system, which advises students
on its degree of academic competitiveness-from Noncompetitive to Most Competitive. Also included
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directed to a brand-new Barron’s Web site featuring a FREE ACCESS college search engine that
presents exclusive on-line information to help students match their academic plans and aptitudes



with the admission requirements and academic programs of each school. The book presents profiles
of more than 1,650 colleges, each profile including details on: * Admission requirements ¢ Library
and computer facilities * Admissions procedures for freshmen ¢« Campus safety and security °
Thumbnail descriptions of faculty * Requirements for a degree ¢ Athletic facilities * Extracurricular
activities ¢ E-mail addresses * College fax numbers and web sites * Admissions Contacts ¢ and more
Schools are rated according to Barron’s reliable competitiveness scale, which ranges from
“Noncompetitive” to “Most Competitive.” The book’s tinted pages section presents an Index of
College Majors that lists all available major study programs at every school. Also profiled are
excellent colleges in Canada and several other countries, as well as brief profiles of religious
colleges, and American colleges based in foreign countries.
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Admission requirements ¢ Library and computer facilities « Admissions procedures for freshmen ¢
Campus safety and security * Thumbnail descriptions of faculty * Requirements for a degree
Athletic facilities ¢ Extracurricular activities * E-mail addresses ¢ College fax numbers and web sites
* Admissions Contacts ¢ and much more Schools are rated according to Barron’s well-known
competitiveness scale, from “Noncompetitive” to “Most Competitive.” Unlike some other
publications, Barron'’s refrains from the unreliable practice of ranking colleges on a first-through-last
basis. The book’s tinted pages section presents a quick-reference Index of College Majors that lists
all available major study programs at each school. Also profiled are many excellent colleges in
Canada and several other countries, as well as brief profiles of religious colleges, and American
colleges based in foreign countries.
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