crystal apple teacher award

crystal apple teacher award is a prestigious recognition bestowed upon
educators who demonstrate exceptional dedication, innovation, and impact in
their teaching careers. This award symbolizes excellence in education and
serves as a motivating factor for teachers to continue their commitment to
fostering student growth and academic achievement. The crystal apple, often
crafted from fine glass or crystal, represents knowledge, clarity, and the
nurturing role teachers play in shaping the future. This article explores the
history, significance, criteria, and benefits of the crystal apple teacher
award, highlighting its role in promoting educational excellence. Educators,
school administrators, and stakeholders will find valuable insights into how
this award encourages high standards and honors outstanding teaching
professionals. The following sections will provide a comprehensive overview
of the award’s background, selection process, impact on recipients, and ways
to nominate deserving teachers.
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History and Significance of the Crystal Apple
Teacher Award

The crystal apple teacher award has its roots in the longstanding tradition
of honoring educators with symbolic tokens of appreciation. The apple has
historically been associated with education, representing knowledge and
learning, while the crystal material adds an element of elegance and timeless
value. Over the years, this award has evolved into a formal recognition given
by educational institutions, local governments, and organizations dedicated
to advancing teaching quality. The significance of the crystal apple lies in
its ability to publicly acknowledge teachers’ hard work and inspire others
within the educational community to strive for excellence.

Origins of the Award

The concept of using an apple as a symbol of teaching dates back to the 19th
century, when apples were commonly given to teachers as gifts by students and



families. Transitioning from a simple fruit to a crystal representation
marked the development of a more formalized award system. The crystal apple
teacher award began gaining prominence in the late 20th century as part of
teacher recognition programs nationwide. Its presentation often coincides
with annual education ceremonies or Teacher Appreciation Week events,
reinforcing its importance in the academic calendar.

Symbolism Behind the Crystal Apple

The crystal apple embodies several layers of symbolism relevant to education.
The apple signifies knowledge, health, and growth, all essential elements in
the learning process. Crystal, known for its clarity and durability,
represents transparency, purity of intent, and the lasting impact teachers
have on their students’ lives. Together, these elements create a powerful
emblem of educational achievement and dedication, making the crystal apple
teacher award a highly respected accolade.

Criteria and Selection Process

Receiving the crystal apple teacher award involves a rigorous selection
process based on specific criteria that highlight the educator’s professional
excellence and contributions to their students and school community. The
award aims to identify teachers who consistently demonstrate outstanding
instructional skills, leadership, and commitment to student success. The
criteria ensure that only the most deserving educators are honored.

Eligibility Requirements
Eligibility for the crystal apple teacher award typically includes:
e Active teaching status in public or private schools

e A minimum number of years of teaching experience, often ranging from 3
to 5 years

e Demonstrated effectiveness through student performance and feedback
e Engagement in professional development and innovative teaching practices

e Contributions to school or community beyond the classroom

Nomination and Evaluation Process

The nomination process usually begins with submissions from peers,



administrators, students, or parents who wish to recognize the exemplary work
of a teacher. Nominations must include detailed documentation such as letters
of recommendation, teaching portfolios, and evidence of student achievements.
A selection committee, often composed of educational leaders and previous
award recipients, reviews the nominations and evaluates candidates against
the established criteria. The process may include interviews or classroom
observations to assess teaching methods and rapport with students, ensuring a
comprehensive evaluation before the final award decision.

Benefits and Impact of the Award

The crystal apple teacher award provides significant benefits to recipients,
their schools, and the broader educational community. It serves as a morale
booster, encourages continuous professional growth, and enhances the
visibility of effective teaching practices. Beyond recognition, the award can
open opportunities for career advancement and influence educational policies.

Professional Recognition and Motivation

Winning the crystal apple teacher award elevates a teacher’s professional
stature, acknowledging their dedication and success in the classroom. This
recognition often leads to increased motivation, inspiring recipients to
maintain and enhance their teaching excellence. Additionally, the award
highlights the importance of quality education, encouraging other teachers to
adopt innovative strategies and pursue excellence.

School and Community Impact

The award positively affects the recipient’s school by fostering a culture of
achievement and appreciation for educators. It can improve school morale and
promote collaboration among staff members. The broader community benefits as
well, as the award draws attention to the vital role teachers play in shaping
the future workforce and citizenry. Celebrating outstanding educators
reinforces community support for education initiatives and funding.

How to Nominate a Teacher for the Crystal Apple
Teacher Award

Nominating a teacher for the crystal apple teacher award is a straightforward
process designed to recognize exceptional educators. Understanding the
nomination steps and requirements helps ensure that deserving teachers
receive the acknowledgment they merit.



Steps to Submit a Nomination

1. Identify a teacher whose performance and dedication stand out within the
school or district.

2. Gather supporting materials such as letters of recommendation, examples
of student work, and records of professional achievements.

3. Complete the official nomination form provided by the awarding
organization or school district.

4. Submit the nomination package by the specified deadline, adhering to all
guidelines.

5. Follow up if necessary to provide additional information or
clarification requested by the selection committee.

Tips for a Strong Nomination

To increase the chances of a successful nomination, emphasize the teacher’s
unique contributions and impact on student learning. Include specific
examples of innovative teaching methods, leadership roles, community
involvement, and measurable outcomes such as improved test scores or student
engagement. Highlight testimonials from students, parents, and colleagues
that demonstrate the teacher’s positive influence and commitment to
education.

Examples of Past Recipients and Their
Contributions

Past recipients of the crystal apple teacher award exemplify the highest
standards of educational excellence across various subjects and grade levels.
Their achievements showcase diverse approaches to teaching and community
involvement that have significantly benefited their students and schools.

Innovative Teaching Practices

Many awardees have introduced creative instructional techniques, such as
integrating technology, project-based learning, or differentiated
instruction, to address diverse learner needs. These innovations have led to
improved student engagement and academic performance, setting new benchmarks
in education.



Leadership and Community Engagement

Recipients often serve as mentors to fellow teachers, lead professional
development workshops, and participate in community outreach programs. Their
leadership extends beyond the classroom, contributing to school improvement
initiatives and fostering partnerships that enrich the educational
environment.

Notable Achievements

e Raising student literacy rates through targeted reading programs

Developing STEM curricula that inspire interest in science and
technology

Organizing extracurricular activities that promote student well-being
and inclusivity

Advocating for educational equity and resources in underserved
communities

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Crystal Apple Teacher Award?

The Crystal Apple Teacher Award is a prestigious recognition given to
outstanding educators who demonstrate excellence, dedication, and innovation
in teaching.

Who is eligible to receive the Crystal Apple Teacher
Award?

Typically, the award is open to teachers from various educational levels who
have shown exceptional commitment to student success and community
involvement.

How are recipients of the Crystal Apple Teacher

Award selected?
Recipients are usually selected through a nomination process followed by a

review committee that evaluates candidates based on their teaching impact,
leadership, and contributions to education.



What are the benefits of winning the Crystal Apple
Teacher Award?

Winners often receive a trophy or plaque, public recognition, professional
development opportunities, and sometimes monetary prizes or grants for
classroom resources.

Is the Crystal Apple Teacher Award a national or
local recognition?

The Crystal Apple Teacher Award can be offered at both local and national
levels, depending on the organization or institution presenting it.

How can teachers be nominated for the Crystal Apple
Teacher Award?

Teachers can be nominated by students, parents, colleagues, or administrators
through an application or nomination form provided by the awarding
organization.

Where can I find more information about the Crystal
Apple Teacher Award?

More information can typically be found on the official website of the
organization presenting the award, school district announcements, or
education-related news outlets.

Additional Resources

1. Shining Stars: Honoring Excellence with the Crystal Apple Teacher Award
This book explores the significance of the Crystal Apple Teacher Award in
recognizing outstanding educators. It provides inspiring stories of award
recipients who have made a profound impact on their students and communities.
Readers will gain insight into the qualities that define exceptional teaching
and learn how to foster a culture of appreciation in schools.

2. The Crystal Apple: A Celebration of Teaching Excellence

Focusing on the history and legacy of the Crystal Apple Award, this book
highlights the journey of educators who have achieved this prestigious honor.
It includes interviews, award ceremony highlights, and practical advice for
teachers striving to elevate their craft. The book serves as both a tribute
and a motivational guide.

3. Seeds of Inspiration: Stories from Crystal Apple Teacher Award Winners
Through firsthand narratives, this collection shares heartfelt experiences
from teachers awarded the Crystal Apple. Each chapter delves into personal
challenges, innovative teaching methods, and the rewarding moments that



define their careers. It celebrates dedication, creativity, and the
transformative power of education.

4. Beyond the Classroom: The Impact of the Crystal Apple Teacher Award

This book examines how receiving the Crystal Apple Award influences
educators' professional growth and community engagement. It discusses the
broader effects on school culture, student achievement, and educational
leadership. Readers will understand the ripple effect of recognizing teaching
excellence.

5. Teaching with Heart: Lessons from Crystal Apple Award Recipients
Highlighting the compassionate side of teaching, this book features lessons
and philosophies from Crystal Apple honorees. It emphasizes emotional
intelligence, student relationships, and fostering inclusive learning
environments. Educators and administrators alike will find valuable insights
to enhance their practice.

6. Pathways to the Crystal Apple: A Guide for Aspiring Award-Winning Teachers
Designed as a practical manual, this book outlines steps and strategies for
educators aiming to earn the Crystal Apple Award. It covers professional
development, community involvement, and innovative teaching techniques. The
guide encourages continuous improvement and dedication to student success.

7. The Crystal Apple Legacy: Transforming Education One Teacher at a Time
This comprehensive overview chronicles the impact of the Crystal Apple Award
over the years. It features case studies of schools transformed by award-
winning teachers and the lasting changes they inspired. The book underscores
the importance of recognizing and nurturing teaching talent.

8. Celebrating Educators: The Role of the Crystal Apple Teacher Award in
Modern Schools

Exploring the evolving landscape of education, this book discusses how the
Crystal Apple Award adapts to contemporary challenges. It addresses
diversity, technology integration, and the shifting expectations of teachers
today. The narrative advocates for ongoing recognition to motivate and retain
top educators.

9. Illuminating Excellence: The Stories Behind the Crystal Apple Teacher
Award

This work provides an intimate look at the lives and careers of Crystal Apple
recipients. Through detailed profiles and anecdotes, readers discover the
dedication and passion fueling these exceptional teachers. The book serves as
an inspiring testament to the power of commitment in education.
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crystal apple teacher award: Reviving the Soul of Teaching Terrence E. Deal, Peggy Deal
Redman, 2008-06-20 This volume champions the heart and soul of teaching, emphasizes how
teachers can influence the lives of students, and considers new directions for accountability
mandates.

crystal apple teacher award: Best Teaching Practices for Reaching All Learners Randi
Stone, 2004-03-12 How are the best teachers in our nation reaching students? Educators are always
challenged to motivate students to learn, working hard to identify learning standards as well as to
find creative and meaningful ways of incorporating them into their classrooms. Best Teaching
Practices for Reaching All Learners is your guide to how award-winning teachers reach every child
and provide what each learner needs to succeed. Randi Stone’s newest best-practice collection takes
its cue from the No Child Left Behind legislation, using its theme to create a one-of-a-kind
educational resource that provides exciting, insightful classroom strategies from 43 of the best
teachers in the country! These ideas cover all areas of your curriculum and all of your learners. You
will find: Content strategies for differentiating social studies, reaching reluctant readers, and
teaching mathphobic learners and the scientifically challenged Innovative methods for reaching
at-risk and special learners coping with autism, Asperger’s syndrome, ADHD, shyness, poverty, and
other challenges Teaching with technology, rubrics, culminating activities, and service learning
Using multiple intelligences, learning styles, affinity groups, and reflection in the classroom
Reaching students through fine arts, physical movement, humor, and more All students deserve
quality instruction focused on individual needs as well as on the academic standards to which
educators are held accountable. Help change your students” attitudes about themselves and their
abilities!

crystal apple teacher award: The SAGE Handbook of African American Education Linda C.
Tillman, 2008-07-17 This Handbook received an honorable mention at the 2009 PROSE Awards. The
PROSE Awards annually recognize the very best in professional and scholarly publishing by bringing
attention to distinguished books, journals, and electronic content in over 40 categories. This volume
fills the tremendous void that currently exists in providing a much-needed lens for cultural
leadership and proficiency. The approach provides a wide divergence of perspectives on African
American forms of leadership in a variety of diverse leadership settings. —Len Foster, Washington
State University The SAGE Handbook of African American Education is a unique, comprehensive
collection of theoretical and empirical scholarship in six important areas: historical perspectives,
teaching and learning, PK-12 school leadership, higher education, current issues, and education
policy. The purpose of the Handbook is to articulate perspectives on issues affecting the
participation and leadership of African Americans in PK-12 and postsecondary education. This
volume also addresses historical and current issues affecting the education of African Americans and
discusses current and future school reform efforts that directly affect this group. Key Features
Promotes inquiry and development of questions, ideas, and dialogue about critical practice, theory,
and research on African Americans in the United States educational system Makes significant
contributions to the scholarship on African Americans in the broad context of U.S. education and
society Addresses the central question—in what ways do African Americans in corporate, private,
and public positions influence and shape educational policy that affects African Americans? The
SAGE Handbook of African American Education is a unique, comprehensive collection of theoretical
and empirical scholarship in six important areas: historical perspectives, teaching and learning,
Pre-K-12 school leadership, higher education, current issues, and education policy. —TEACHERS OF
COLOR A wise scientist once argued that to doubt everything or to believe everything often results
in the same solution set; both eliminate the need for reflection. This handbook provides an
intellectual space for those interested in true reflection on the human ecology of the African
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American experience in schools, communities, and society. The /Handbook of African American
Education/ is a repository of information developed to advance the human service professional.
—William F. Tate IV, Washington University in St. Louis This handbook represents the most
comprehensive collection of research on African Americans in education to date. Its breadth spans
the historical, the political, institutional and community forces that have shaped educational
opportunities and attainment among African Americans. The review of extant research on a range of
topics from the role of culture and identity in learning, teacher preparation, educational leadership,
to higher education and educational policy is far-reaching and cutting edge. This volume has historic
significance and will become a classic collection on African American education for scholars and
practitioners alike. —Carol D. Lee, Professor, Northwestern University Vice-President, Division G,
American Educational Research Association This handbook is needed as a basic reference for
professors and graduate students conducting research on the education of Blacks in America.
—Frank Brown, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

crystal apple teacher award: Best Practices for Teacher Leadership Randi Stone, Pru Cuper,
2006-01-13 Praise for Randi Stone’s Best Practice collections: Will live up to its title and become a
favored reference for any teacher, whether in a primary or public, rural or urban, or preschool
through high school setting. -Wisconsin Bookwatch, July 2004 A priceless tool not only for teachers
but also for mentors and administrators. -Danny McPherson, Principal West Columbus High School,
Cerra Gordo, NC Just what the teacher ordered. -CHOICE, November 2002 Offers practical,
down-to-earth advice. -Letitia Abram, Media Specialist Canal Winchester High School, OH Join
award-winning teacher leaders as they discuss their best ideas for today’s professional learning
communities! Best Practices for Teacher Leadership chronicles the many and varied ways in which
award-winning teachers create professional learning communities through collaborations with
colleagues, mentees, faculty groups, learners, families, and neighborhoods. Join them as they share
their best ideas for achieving excellence in education through staff development, hands-on learning,
new technologies, mentoring, parent involvement, and more.

crystal apple teacher award: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 2004

crystal apple teacher award: Practitioner Teacher Inquiry and Research Carolyn A.
Babione, 2014-12-09 Teacher inquiry helps improve educational outcomes Practitioner Teacher
Inquiry and Research explores the concept and importance of the teacher practitioner, and prepares
students in teacher education courses and programs to conduct research in the classroom. Author
Carolyn Babione has extensive experience in undergraduate- and graduate-level teacher training
and teacher inquiry coursework. In the book, Babione guides students through the background,
theory, and strategy required to successfully conduct classroom research. The first part of the book
tackles the how-to and why of teacher inquiry, while the second part provides students with real-life
practitioner inquiry research projects across a range of school settings, content areas, and teaching
strategies. The book's discussion includes topics such as: Underlying cultural and historical
perspectives surrounding the teaching profession Hidden stereotypes that limit teacher beliefs about
power and voice Current curriculum innovation and reflections on modern developments
Practitioner Teacher Inquiry and Research successfully guides and encourages budding teachers to
fully understand the importance of their involvement in studying and researching their classroom
settings, giving a better understanding of how their beliefs and teaching practices impact classroom
learning.

crystal apple teacher award: The How of Happiness Sonja Lyubomirsky, 2007-12-27 Learn
how to achieve the happiness you deserve A guide to sustaining your newfound contentment.
—Psychology Today Lyubomirsky's central point is clear: a significant portion of what is called
happiness . . . is up for grabs. Taking some pages out of the positive psychology playbook, she
coaches readers on how to snag it. —The New York Review of Books You see here a different kind of
happiness book. The How of Happiness is a comprehensive guide to understanding the elements of
happiness based on years of groundbreaking scientific research. It is also a practical, empowering,
and easy-to-follow workbook, incorporating happiness strategies, excercises in new ways of thinking,




and quizzes for understanding our individuality, all in an effort to help us realize our innate potential
for joy and ways to sustain it in our lives. Drawing upon years of pioneering research with thousands
of men and women, The How of Happiness is both a powerful contribution to the field of positive
psychology and a gift to people who have sought to take their happiness into their own hands.

crystal apple teacher award: The Indigo Children Ten Years Later Lee Carroll, 2009-11 'the
Indigo Children Oh yeah ... I know about them! Wasn't there a movie about that? They're those
special kids who do psychic things and who have dark blue auras, right?" If that's your take on the
Indigos, then you really need to read this book. The Indigo Children aren't super-psychic kids with
dark blue auras. In fact, the Indigo moniker has nothing to do with auras or being psychic. Some of
these teenagers are actually the ones who are strapping on bombs and bringing guns to school, so
you can see that the subject here is far more profound than the sensational hype that often
accompanies it. This book is all about the children of our planet, what really might be happening
with them, why they do what they do, and what we can do to help them and our educators survive all
this. In addition, the Indigos are slowly beginning to join the workforce (gasp)! Join Lee Carroll and
Jan Tober, the original authors of The Indigo Children, for a profound and frank discussion of this
topic ten years later. After all this time, what do some in higher education say about these kids?
What do industry leaders say? Humanity is evolving, so you should definitely be aware of these
individuals' opinions. It's time to stop the circus that has been created around this subject and get
down to finding out how to help these children survive in a world they don't understand ... or
perhaps it's just you they don't understand.... Join the leaders of education and industry who speak
out in this book for a peek into the real issues surrounding the Indigos, and perhaps the future of
humanity!

crystal apple teacher award: Getting Started with LEGO Robotics Mark Gura, 2011-07-15
Chapters covering each aspect of technology leadership, including planning; curriculum and
instruction; assessment; staff development; and legal and social issues.

crystal apple teacher award: Reframing the Path to School Leadership Lee G. Bolman,
Terrence E. Deal, 2018-09-14 The indispensable leadership companion—updated and more relevant
than ever! Part leadership manual, part short novel, this unique best-seller uses dialogues between a
novice and a master teacher and between a new and a seasoned principal to illuminate how viewing
a problem through a different lens—political, human resources, structural, or symbolic—can reveal
the right solution. Featuring reflective questions and solid strategies for meeting real-life challenges,
the third edition also includes: New views on building morale in the #MeToo age Revamped
discussion of mandates, standards and rubrics Celebration of educators as skilled professionals
Expanded conversations about hope, faith, and parental involvement

crystal apple teacher award: Congressional Record Index, 1993 Includes history of bills
and resolutions.

crystal apple teacher award: Handbook of Positive Psychology in Schools Kelly-Ann Allen,
Michael J. Furlong, Dianne Vella-Brodrick, Shannon M. Suldo, 2022-02-24 The Handbook of Positive
Psychology in Schools offers the most current and comprehensive insights into how positive
psychology principles provide a framework for young people to become active agents in their own
learning. The third edition of this groundbreaking volume assembles the latest global research
identifying fundamental assets—hope, optimism, gratitude, self-efficacy, emotional regulation,
among others—that support students’ learning and well-being. Chapters examining social-ecological
perspectives on classroom quality and school climate provide best practice guidance on schoolwide
policies and practices. These 35 new chapters explore positive psychology’s ongoing influence and
advances on prevention, intervention, and assessment practices in schools.

crystal apple teacher award: When Law and Religion Meet April L. Bogle, Ginger Pyron,
2007-10-25 Law. Religion. Do they have anything to say to each other? If so, what, and toward what
end? And is the notion of productive dialogue between these two fields not surprising but essential?
Long considered unlikely bedfellows at best and, at worst, outright opponents, law and religion have
been meeting in significant ways, thanks to the seminal and ongoing work of Emory University??'s




Center for the Study of Law and Religion (CSLR), where scholars worldwide come together for this
express purpose. Neither belligerently butting heads nor cozying up for a t?te-?-t?te, representatives
of these two disciplines are daring to look at the big questions that bridge their domains ? and are
daring to propose ways of working together. These encounters go way beyond verbal sparring and
schmoozing. Joining the ranks of law and religion professors at CSLR conferences are the leaders of
major religions in the U.S. ? Judaism, Islam, and multifaceted Christianity ? along with psychologists,
sociologists, biologists, and policy makers. Commemorating CSLR??'s twenty-fifth anniversary, When
Law and Religion Meet traces what motivated the Center??'s beginnings, what has impelled its work
over the last quarter century, and what fuels the trajectory of law and religion, both separately and
together, as they continue in productive dialogue. This pithy, illustrated volume is one that a wide
range of readers will want to skim, explore, and return to.

crystal apple teacher award: Becoming a Multicultural Educator William A. Howe,
Penelope L. Lisi, 2023-07-17 Becoming a Multicultural Educator: Developing Awareness, Gaining
Skills, and Taking Action focuses on the development and application of research-based curriculum,
instruction, and assessment strategies for multicultural education in PK-12 classrooms. This text
answers the growing need to prepare teachers to work with diverse populations of students in a way
that is not just theoretical, but readily applicable. Award-winning authors William A. Howe and
Penelope L. Lisi balance theory and research via numerous exercises, reflective experiences, and
lesson plans designed to heighten readers’ cultural awareness, knowledge base, and skill set. The
fully updated Fourth Edition is packed with new activities and exercises to illustrate concepts along
with new topics, case studies, and interviews. Additional sections tackle current topics in
multicultural education, including the disparate effects of COVID, the Black Lives Matter movement,
and the benefits of classroom diversity. With the support of this practical and highly readable book,
readers will be prepared to teach in culturally responsive ways, develop a critical understanding of
culture and its powerful influence on teaching and learning, and feel empowered to confront and
address timely issues.

crystal apple teacher award: American Education , 1982

crystal apple teacher award: Growing Language Through Science, K-5 Judy Reinhartz,
2015-03-25 Foster life-long teacher learning embedded in effective teaching practices and the
science standards Growing Language Through Science offers a model for contextualizing language
and promoting academic success for all students, particularly English learners in the K-5 science
classroom, through a highly effective approach that integrates inquiry-based science lessons with
language rich hand-on experiences. You'll find A wealth of instructional tools to support and engage
students, with links to the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) Presentation and assessment
strategies that accommodate students’ diverse needs Ready-to-use templates and illustrations to
enrich the textual discussion Field-tested teaching strategies framed in the 5Es used in monolingual
and bilingual classrooms

crystal apple teacher award: Mealtime and Bedtime Sing & Sign Anne Meeker-Miller,
2008-08-26 Finally, a way to ease the most challenging times of day with baby. Since signed
gestures enable babies to tell caregivers what they want and need before they can talk, mealtime
and bedtime are occasions when signing can really come in handy. Based on Dr. Miller's popular
workshops, Mealtime and Bedtime Sing & Sign is a user-friendly guide featuring over 200 signs with
photos, instructions, and activities. An all-new, 12-song CD with upbeat music followed by calm
lullabies teaches and reinforces key signs.

crystal apple teacher award: The Michigan Bar Journal , 2004

crystal apple teacher award: Thinking About Psychology Charles T. Blair-Broeker, Randal M.
Ernst, David G. Myers, 2007-11-02 Rigourous science presented in a non-threatening way with
numerous and immediate examples that will help students bridge the abstract to the familiar. With
their extensive teaching and writing experiences, Charles Blair-Broeker and Randy Ernst know how
to speak directly to students who are new to psychology. Lecturer supplements are available.

crystal apple teacher award: Congressional Record ,
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