
cs lewis on politics

cs lewis on politics provides a fascinating lens through which to explore the
intersection of literature, morality, and public life. Known primarily for
his works in fiction and Christian apologetics, C.S. Lewis also offered
profound insights on political matters, reflecting a thoughtful and nuanced
understanding of governance, justice, and societal values. His views are not
often categorized under traditional political theory but rather emerge
through his reflections on human nature, morality, and culture. This article
delves into Lewis’s perspective on politics, examining how his literary
output and philosophical beliefs contribute to contemporary discussions about
political ethics and responsibility. Additionally, it considers how Lewis’s
Christian worldview influenced his approach to political issues, emphasizing
themes of virtue, authority, and communal welfare. The following sections
outline key aspects of C.S. Lewis’s political thought and provide a detailed
analysis of his contributions to political discourse.

C.S. Lewis’s Political Context and Background

Core Themes in C.S. Lewis’s Political Thought

Lewis’s Views on Governance and Authority

The Role of Morality and Religion in Politics

Political Criticism and Social Commentary in Lewis’s Works

Legacy and Influence of C.S. Lewis on Political Thought

C.S. Lewis’s Political Context and Background

C.S. Lewis lived through significant political upheavals, including two World
Wars and the rise of various political ideologies such as fascism, communism,
and liberal democracy. His personal experiences, combined with his academic
background in literature and theology, shaped a distinctive political
perspective grounded in ethical reflection rather than partisan allegiance.
Lewis’s involvement in British intellectual circles and his engagement with
contemporary moral debates provided a framework from which he commented on
political issues indirectly through essays, letters, and fictional
narratives. Understanding this context is crucial to appreciating how Lewis
approached politics not as a conventional political theorist but as a
cultural critic and moral philosopher.

Historical and Intellectual Influences

Lewis’s political thought was influenced by his exposure to classical
literature, Christian theology, and the social challenges of his era. His
admiration for medieval and Renaissance thinkers informed his respect for
tradition and authority, while his Christian faith underscored his belief in
objective moral truths. The turbulent political climate of the 20th century,
marked by ideological extremism and war, also prompted Lewis to emphasize



caution and balance in political engagement.

Lewis’s Relationship with Political Movements

Though Lewis never aligned himself explicitly with any political party, he
expressed skepticism toward totalitarian regimes and ideologies that denied
the spiritual and moral dimensions of human life. His critiques of both
communism and fascism reveal a consistent concern for individual dignity and
the dangers of ideological absolutism. Lewis favored political systems that
respected human nature and fostered moral responsibility.

Core Themes in C.S. Lewis’s Political Thought

Several recurring themes characterize C.S. Lewis’s reflections on politics,
each reflecting his broader worldview and ethical commitments. These include
the importance of virtue, the dangers of power, the necessity of humility in
leadership, and the role of tradition in maintaining social cohesion. Lewis’s
political philosophy is deeply intertwined with his moral theology,
emphasizing that politics is ultimately about the ordering of human
communities toward the good.

Virtue and Moral Responsibility

Lewis consistently argued that political life requires virtue, both in
leaders and citizens. He believed moral character was foundational to just
governance and warned against the separation of ethics from political
decision-making. According to Lewis, virtues such as justice, prudence, and
temperance are essential for sustaining healthy political communities.

Power, Authority, and Its Limits

Lewis recognized the necessity of authority in political life but cautioned
against its abuse. He stressed that power should be exercised with humility
and accountability, warning that unchecked authority leads to corruption and
tyranny. His writings encourage a balanced approach that respects authority
while protecting individual freedoms.

Lewis’s Views on Governance and Authority

Central to C.S. Lewis’s political thought is his nuanced view of governance
that balances order with freedom. He advocated for political structures
capable of promoting justice and the common good without descending into
authoritarianism or chaos. Lewis’s reflections often emphasize the importance
of laws grounded in moral principles and the role of leaders as servants of
the people rather than rulers by domination.

The Nature of Legitimate Authority

Lewis believed that legitimate political authority must be rooted in moral



legitimacy and the consent of the governed. He argued that rulers have a duty
to serve the welfare of their subjects and must govern according to
transcendent ethical standards rather than mere expediency or force.

Law, Order, and Justice

For Lewis, laws are not arbitrary commands but expressions of a moral order
reflecting objective truths. He maintained that justice requires adherence to
these principles and that political systems must be designed to uphold
fairness and protect the vulnerable. Lewis’s perspective underscores the link
between law and morality as foundational to political stability.

The Role of Morality and Religion in Politics

C.S. Lewis’s Christian faith profoundly influenced his political views,
leading him to emphasize the inseparability of religion and political life.
He argued that secular political ideologies often fail because they neglect
the spiritual dimension of human existence. Lewis advocated for a political
culture informed by religious virtues and a recognition of the moral law that
transcends human legislation.

Religion as a Moral Foundation

According to Lewis, religion provides the ultimate basis for moral norms that
guide political behavior. Without this foundation, political systems risk
relativism and moral decay. Lewis’s writings highlight the importance of
religious traditions in fostering social cohesion and ethical governance.

Critique of Secularism in Politics

Lewis was critical of political movements that sought to exclude religion
from public life, viewing such secularism as insufficient to address the full
range of human needs. He warned that ignoring spiritual realities undermines
both personal virtue and collective well-being, weakening the moral fabric
necessary for just political order.

Political Criticism and Social Commentary in
Lewis’s Works

Although C.S. Lewis is best known for his fictional works, many contain
implicit and explicit political critiques. Through allegory and narrative,
Lewis explored themes of tyranny, freedom, and the moral challenges faced by
societies. His essays and letters also provide direct commentary on political
events and ideologies, revealing a consistent ethical perspective applied to
contemporary issues.



Political Allegory in Fiction

Books such as "The Chronicles of Narnia" employ allegory to critique
political oppression and celebrate virtues like courage and justice. Lewis’s
imaginative storytelling invites readers to reflect on political realities
through symbolic narratives that emphasize moral truths and the dangers of
despotism.

Essays and Public Writings

Lewis’s essays, including those collected in works like "God in the Dock,"
address political topics such as nationalism, war, and governance. These
writings reveal a thoughtful engagement with the political questions of his
time, characterized by a commitment to truth and ethical reflection over
partisan rhetoric.

Legacy and Influence of C.S. Lewis on Political
Thought

The political insights of C.S. Lewis continue to resonate in contemporary
discussions about the role of morality in public life. His integration of
Christian ethics with political theory offers a framework for understanding
the challenges of governance in a pluralistic society. Lewis’s legacy is
evident in the ongoing interest among scholars and political thinkers who
seek to balance faith, reason, and civic responsibility.

Impact on Christian Political Philosophy

Lewis’s work has influenced Christian political thinkers who emphasize the
importance of virtue and moral order in politics. His writings support the
argument that faith-based perspectives can contribute constructively to
political discourse and policy-making.

Continued Relevance in Modern Political Debates

Issues such as the role of religion in public life, the nature of authority,
and the importance of moral leadership remain central to political debates
today. Lewis’s reflections provide valuable insights for addressing these
enduring questions with intellectual rigor and ethical seriousness.

Emphasis on moral virtue as essential for political life

Warning against the dangers of unchecked power and ideological extremism

Advocacy for the integration of religion and ethics in governance

Use of literature and allegory to explore political themes

Influence on contemporary Christian political thought



Frequently Asked Questions

What were C.S. Lewis's views on politics?

C.S. Lewis was cautious about politics, emphasizing morality and ethics over
political ideologies. He believed that political systems should be judged by
how well they uphold justice and human dignity.

Did C.S. Lewis support any particular political
party?

C.S. Lewis did not publicly endorse any political party. He focused more on
Christian values and moral principles rather than aligning himself with
specific political groups.

How did C.S. Lewis's Christian beliefs influence his
political opinions?

Lewis's Christian faith deeply influenced his views on politics, leading him
to advocate for justice, compassion, and the common good, while warning
against totalitarianism and moral relativism.

What did C.S. Lewis say about socialism and
capitalism?

Lewis was critical of both socialism and capitalism when practiced without
moral considerations. He warned that economic systems must serve human
welfare and ethical standards rather than mere profit or ideology.

Did C.S. Lewis write extensively about political
issues?

While Lewis did not write extensively on politics, his essays and letters
often touched on political themes, particularly regarding morality,
governance, and society's ethical responsibilities.

How did C.S. Lewis view totalitarian regimes?

C.S. Lewis was opposed to totalitarian regimes, viewing them as oppressive
and contrary to Christian principles of human freedom and dignity.

What insights did C.S. Lewis offer on the role of
government?

Lewis believed that government should serve the common good, promote justice,
and protect individual rights, always guided by moral and ethical
considerations.

Did C.S. Lewis comment on war and peace in political



contexts?

Yes, Lewis acknowledged the complexity of war, recognizing it as sometimes
necessary but always regrettable, urging that it be conducted with moral
responsibility.

How relevant are C.S. Lewis's political ideas today?

Lewis's emphasis on morality, justice, and human dignity remains relevant in
contemporary political discourse, encouraging leaders and citizens to
prioritize ethical governance.

Where can one find C.S. Lewis's writings on politics?

Lewis's political thoughts can be found in his essays, letters, and works
like "Mere Christianity" and "The Abolition of Man," where he discusses
morality, society, and governance.

Additional Resources
1. The Abolition of Man by C.S. Lewis
This influential work by C.S. Lewis explores the foundations of moral
education and the consequences of rejecting objective values. Lewis warns
against the dangers of subjectivism and the manipulation of human nature
through political ideologies. The book is a profound critique of the trends
in modern education and politics that seek to control and redefine humanity.

2. The Weight of Glory and Other Addresses by C.S. Lewis
A collection of essays and speeches, this book includes reflections on human
nature, society, and morality. Lewis addresses the role of Christianity in
public life and the importance of maintaining spiritual integrity in
political discourse. The themes encourage readers to consider the ethical
dimensions of governance and leadership.

3. Mere Christianity by C.S. Lewis
While primarily a theological work, "Mere Christianity" touches on the
implications of Christian ethics for society and politics. Lewis discusses
the principles of justice, fairness, and human rights grounded in Christian
doctrine. This book offers insights into how faith can inform political
values and social responsibility.

4. The Four Loves by C.S. Lewis
In this examination of human relationships, Lewis delves into the nature of
affection, friendship, and charity. The book indirectly informs political
thought by highlighting the importance of love and community in building just
societies. It encourages political systems to recognize and nurture genuine
human connections.

5. The Discarded Image: An Introduction to Medieval and Renaissance
Literature by C.S. Lewis
Lewis provides a detailed overview of the medieval worldview, which deeply
influenced political and social structures of the time. Understanding this
historical context helps readers appreciate the evolution of political ideas
and the role of myth and religion in governance. The book bridges literature,
history, and political philosophy.

6. The Problem of Pain by C.S. Lewis



Addressing the philosophical and theological question of suffering, Lewis
offers perspectives relevant to political ethics and social justice. The book
challenges readers to consider how societies respond to pain and injustice,
advocating for compassion and moral responsibility. It is a foundational text
for understanding the human condition in political contexts.

7. God in the Dock: Essays on Theology and Politics by C.S. Lewis
This collection brings together Lewis’s essays that touch on the intersection
of faith, politics, and culture. He critiques totalitarianism, secularism,
and the misuse of power, emphasizing the need for moral grounding in
political life. The essays provide a clear-eyed view of the political
challenges of Lewis’s time, many of which remain relevant today.

8. The Magician’s Nephew by C.S. Lewis
Though a fantasy novel, this prequel to The Chronicles of Narnia contains
allegorical elements related to power, creation, and governance. It explores
themes of authority, the misuse of power, and the moral responsibilities of
rulers. Readers can draw parallels between the narrative and political
leadership principles.

9. The Chronicles of Narnia: Political and Social Themes Explored (Edited
Volume)
This anthology of essays by various scholars analyzes the political and
social ideas embedded within Lewis’s Narnia series. Topics include
governance, justice, freedom, and the role of faith in public life. The book
offers a comprehensive look at how Lewis’s fiction reflects and informs
political thought.
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  cs lewis on politics: C. S. Lewis on Politics, Government, and the Good Society Jefrey
Breshears, 2019-12-21 C. S. Lewis is generally regarded as the foremost Christian thinker and writer
of the 20th century. A first-rate scholar, philosopher, apologist, theologian, literary critic, science
fiction writer, poet, and author of children's fantasy novels, he wrote with charm, wit, insight, and
occasional eloquence.Lewis was neither a professional philosopher, theologian, Bible scholar,
historian, psychologist, nor a social scientist, but he thought and wrote perceptively on all these
subjects. A rarity among intellectuals, he integrated both reason and imagination into his life and
works. Lewis understood that unless conditioned by humility and Christian discipline, reason tends
to solidify into sterile Rationalism while imagination tends to drift toward idealistic Romanticism.
Therefore, Christian maturity necessitates a thoughtful and faithful integration of both mind and
heart.Although Lewis' writings on political philosophy are often overlooked, in fact he was in fact as
acute and perceptive in this vital area of life as in other aspects of Christian discipleship. Lewis
understood that Christianity is more than a religion and more than personal piety. As a
life-transforming relationship with God via faith in Jesus Christ, Christian faith is a lifestyle and a
comprehensive worldview that should encompass all the pertinent issues of life - including one's
social and political values and beliefs.Lewis' views on political philosophy are as relevant today as
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when he wrote them, and all Christians who take wholistic discipleship and their citizenship
responsibilities seriously will benefit from his insights and wisdom
  cs lewis on politics: C. S. Lewis on Politics and the Natural Law Justin Buckley Dyer, Micah J.
Watson, 2016-08-08 Conventional wisdom holds that C. S. Lewis was uninterested in politics and
public affairs. The conventional wisdom is wrong. As Justin Buckley Dyer and Micah J. Watson show
in this groundbreaking work, Lewis was deeply interested in the fundamental truths and falsehoods
about human nature and how these conceptions manifest themselves in the contested and turbulent
public square. Ranging from the depths of Lewis' philosophical treatments of epistemology and
moral pedagogy to practical considerations of morals legislation and responsible citizenship, this
book explores the contours of Lewis' multi-faceted Christian engagement with political philosophy
generally and the natural-law tradition in particular. Drawing from the full range of Lewis' corpus
and situating his thought in relationship to both ancient and modern seminal thinkers, C. S. Lewis on
Politics and the Natural Law offers an unprecedented look at politics and political thought from the
perspective of one of the twentieth century's most influential writers.
  cs lewis on politics: Cultural politics in fifteenth-century England [electronic resource]
Alessandra Petrina, 2004 This book analyses the relation between politics and the production of
culture in Lancastrian England, focussing on the intellectual activity of Duke Humphrey of
Gloucester, reconstructing his library and analysing his commissions of translations, biographies and
political poems.
  cs lewis on politics: Essays on the Christian Worldview and Others Political, Literary,
and Philosophical Andrew J. Schatkin, 2012-07-10 This collection of essays and thoughts covers
such areas as basic Christian thought, which includes traditional family morality and a great concern
for alleviating poverty and promoting social justice, political thought comparing the need for a
system which includes both socialist and capitalist elements, and the need for values in our society,
which has come to emphasize money, power, and greed as philosophical goals and values, though
they are not. The book also has thoughts concerning literature, a consideration of what constitutes
true progress, the denial in our society of any absolute moral truth, and the substitution of moral
relativism as a mistaken ethical system.
  cs lewis on politics: Christianity and Modern Politics Louisa S. Hulett, 2021-06-21 No
detailed description available for Christianity and Modern Politics.
  cs lewis on politics: The Politics of Heaven and Hell James V. Schall, 2020-10-27 The Politics of
Heaven and Hell makes an invaluable contribution to the understanding of classical, medieval, and
modern political philosophy, while explaining the profound problem with modernity. Christianity
freed men from the overwhelming burden of ever thinking that their salvation will ultimately come
from the political order, writes Fr. James Schall, S.J. Modernity, on the other hand, is a perversion of
Christianity, which tries to achieve man's salvation in this world. It does this by politicizing
everything, which results in the absolute state: The distance from the City of God to the Leviathan is
not at all far once the City of God is relocated on earth. The best defense against this tyranny is the
adequate description of the highest things, of what is beyond politics. Both reason and revelation are
needed for this work, and they are eloquently and ably set forth in this book.
  cs lewis on politics: Hubris: The Troubling Science, Economics, and Politics of Climate
Change Michael Hart, 2015-09-29 The book explores problems and issues that have emerged in
national and international discussion of policies to address climate change. It concludes that every
solution put forward by the UN and activists poses more problems than might ever emerge from the
marginal human impact on natural climate change. Rather than mitigation, governments should
focus on adaptation. As is, climate change discussions have become captive of a utopian agenda that
is using climate change as a stalking horse to drive alarm in the hope that it will convince
governments to act.--
  cs lewis on politics: Court Politics, Culture and Literature in Scotland and England,
1500-1540 Mr Jon Robinson, 2013-04-28 The focus of this study is court literature in early
sixteenth-century England and Scotland. Author Jon Robinson examines courtly poetry and drama in



the context of a complex system of entertainment, education, self-fashioning, dissimulation,
propaganda and patronage. He places selected works under close critical scrutiny to explore the
symbiotic relationship that existed between court literature and important socio-political, economic
and national contexts of the period 1500 to 1540. The first two chapters discuss the pervasive
influence of patronage upon court literature through an analysis of the panegyric verse that
surrounded the coronation of Henry VIII. The rhetorical strategies adopted by courtiers within their
literary works, however, differed, depending on whether the writer was, at the time of writing the
verse or drama, excluded or included from the environs of the court. The different, often elaborate
rhetorical strategies are, through close readings of selected verse, delineated and discussed in
chapter three on David Lyndsay and chapter four on Thomas Wyatt and Thomas Elyot. Wyatt's
integrity, his honest persona is, however, in chapter five, shown to have been a façade deliberately
and adroitly crafted by the poet that allowed him to survive and flourish within a world of political
intrigue at the Henrician court. Literature at times could be appropriated by the sovereign and
specifically crafted on his behalf to further national and personal political objectives. The
possibilities of this appropriation are explored in the final chapter through a scholarly informed
imaginative analysis of the works of Buchanan, Dunbar and Wyatt.
  cs lewis on politics: Natural Law and Evangelical Political Thought Jesse Covington, Bryan
T. McGraw, Micah Watson, 2012-11-16 Natural law has long been a cornerstone of Christian
political thought, providing moral norms that ground law in a shareable account of human goods and
obligations. Despite this history, twentieth and twenty-first-century evangelicals have proved quite
reticent to embrace natural law, casting it as a relic of scholastic Roman Catholicism that
underestimates the import of scripture and the division between Christians and non-Christians. As
recent critics have noted, this reluctance has posed significant problems for the coherence and
completeness of evangelical political reflections. Responding to evangelically-minded thinkers’
increasing calls for a re-engagement with natural law, this volume explores the problems and
prospects attending evangelical rapprochement with natural law. Many of the chapters are
optimistic about an evangelical re-appropriation of natural law, but note ways in which evangelical
commitments might lend distinctive shape to this engagement.
  cs lewis on politics: Literature, Politics and Culture in Postwar Britain Alan Sinfield,
2004-12-23 Alan Sinfield (1941-) is Professor of English at the University of Sussex. The publication
of Literature, Politics and Culture in Postwar Britain in 1989 firmly established him as one of our
foremost writers on literature and a leading critic of postwar culture and society. Literature, Politics
and Culture in Postwar Britain is a landmark work in contemporary literary and cultural analysis. It
offers a provocative and brilliant account of political change since 1945 and how such change
shaped the cultural output of our time. It also looks at how and when literature intersects with other
cultural forms, and the growth of American cultural dominance. This edition includes a new
foreword by the author, specially written for the Impact edition.
  cs lewis on politics: The Classical and Christian Origins of American Politics Kody W. Cooper,
Justin Buckley Dyer, 2022-12-15 Shows how the American founding was deeply influenced by the
classical Christian natural-law tradition.
  cs lewis on politics: At the Limits of Political Philosophy James V. Schall, 1996 James V.
Schall presents, in a convincing and articulate manner, the revelational contribution to political
philosophy, particularly that which comes out of the Roman Catholic tradition.
  cs lewis on politics: The Nature of Political Philosophy James V. Schall, 2022-10-02 In his final
collection of essays, Father Schall explores the life of faith across a dazzling array of subjects, from
Martin Luther to bioethics. With his characteristic patience, brilliance, and careful tenacity, Father
Schall interrogates profoundly what it means to try to be a citizen of the Kingdom of God in the city
of Man. Never shying away from controversy, across 14 articles and 4 book reviews Father Schall
investigates the critical themes of his life and scholarship: reason and revelation; the nature of
modernity; literature and salvation; metaphysics and politics; and much more. Whether the reader is
new to Father Schall or a longtime student, this posthumously-published collection of essays offers a



profound meditation on the nature of political philosophy, and particularly what it would mean for
Catholicism to offer a political philosophy. From such fundamental considerations, Schall explores
ethical, literary and legal themes, displaying his typical breadth and depth of engagement with all
that is real. Ultimately, Father Schall leads one on a Socratic enterprise, an education whereby one
comes to question for oneself basic assumptions, and to dig deeper into the first principles as they
are recalled in the orders of knowledge and being. While Father Schall has passed on to his reward,
this collection of essays helps ensure that his lessons continue to guide, challenge and enrich
students for generations to come.
  cs lewis on politics: Literature, Politics and Culture in Postwar Britain Alan Sinfield,
2007-03-15 Literature, Politics and Culture in Postwar Britain is a landmark work in contemporary
literary and cultural analysis. It offers a provocative and brilliant account of political change since
1945 and how such change shaped the cultural output of our time. It also looks at how and when
literature intersects with other cultural forms - including jazz and rock music, television, journalism,
commercial and mass cultures - and the growth of American cultural dominance. This edition
includes a new foreword by the author.
  cs lewis on politics: Screen Adaptations and the Politics of Childhood Robyn McCallum,
2018-01-16 This book features a cutting edge approach to the study of film adaptations of literature
for children and young people, and the narratives about childhood those adaptations enact.
Historically, film media has always had a partiality for the adaptation of ‘classic’ literary texts for
children. As economic and cultural commodities, McCallum points out how such screen adaptations
play a crucial role in the cultural reproduction and transformation of childhood and youth, and
indeed are a rich resource for the examination of changing cultural values and ideologies,
particularly around contested narratives of childhood. The chapters examine various representations
of childhood: as shifting states of innocence and wildness, liminality, marginalisation and invisibility.
The book focuses on a range of literary and film genres, from ‘classic’ texts, to experimental,
carnivalesque, magical realist, and cross-cultural texts.
  cs lewis on politics: The Electoral Challenge Stephen C. Craig, David B. Hill, 2010-07-27 What
decides elections? Is it the national economic condition, voters’ partisan attachments, or the
campaigns that candidates run? How much do campaigns matter? Scholars and political consultants
will give you different answers. Stephen C. Craig and David B. Hill bring together the voices of both
in this engaging volume, now updated to include the volatile and groundbreaking 2008 campaigns
and elections. Each chapter features an essay from a top scholar in the field, followed by a response
from political consultants. Contributors bring to bear the best literature and empirical evidence to
determine what we know about the factors that drive election outcomes—all while inviting students
to join in the conversation.
  cs lewis on politics: Aristotle's "Best Regime" Clifford A. Bates, Jr., 2002-12-01 The collapse
of the Soviet Union and other Marxist regimes around the world seems to have left liberal
democracy as the only surviving ideology, and yet many scholars of political thought still find liberal
democracy objectionable, using Aristotle's Politics to support their views. In this detailed analysis of
Book 3 of Aristotle's work, Clifford Angell Bates, Jr., challenges these scholars, demonstrating that
Aristotle was actually a defender of democracy. Proving the relevance of classical political
philosophy to modern democratic problems, Bates argues that Aristotle not only defends popular
rule but suggests that democracy, restrained by the rule of law, is the best form of government.
According to Aristotle, because human beings are naturally sociable, democracy is the regime that
best helps man reach his potential; and because of human nature, it is inevitable democracies will
prevail. Bates explains why Aristotle's is a sound position between two extremes -- participatory
democracy, which romanticizes the people, and elite theory, which underrates them. Aristotle, he
shows, sees the people as they really are and nevertheless believes their self-rule, under law, is
ultimately better than all competing forms. However, the philosopher does not believe democracy
should be imposed universally. It must arise out of the given cultural, environmental, and historical
traditions of a people or its will fall into tyranny. Bates's fresh interpretation rests on innovative



approaches to reading Book 3 -- which he deems vital to understanding all of Aristotle's Politics.
Examining the work in the original Greek as well as in translation, he addresses questions about the
historical Aristotle versus the posited Aristotle, the genre and structure of the text, and both the
theoretical and the dialogic nature of the work. Carting Aristotle's rhetorical strategies, Bates shows
that Book 3 is not simply a treatise but a series of dialogues that develop a nuanced defense of
democratic rule. Bates's accessible and faithful exposition of Aristotle's work confirms that the
philosopher's teachings are not merely of historical interest but speak directly to liberal democracy's
current crisis of self-understanding.
  cs lewis on politics: The Political Economy of Heaven and Earth in Ghana Charles
Prempeh, 2023-09-30 In March 2017, the president of Ghana, Nana Addo Dankwa-Akufu announced
his intention to build a national cathedral to the people of Ghana. The announcement elicited
watertight counter arguments that morphed into two a priori re-litigated assumptions: First, Ghana
is a secular country and second, religion and state formation are incompatible. Informed by a
frustrating paradox of an overwhelming religious presence and concurrent pervasive corruption in
the country, public conversation reached a cul-de-sac of “conviction without compromising.” In The
Political Economy of Heaven and Earth in Ghana, Charles Prempeh deploys the national cathedral as
an entry point to provide both interdisciplinary and autoethnographic understanding of religion and
politics. The book shows the capacity of religion, when properly cultivated and curated as a
worldview to answer the why questions of life, will foster personal, moral, collective and ontological
responsibility. All this is needed to stem the tide against corruption, commodity fetishism,
environmental degradation (illegal mining—galamsey), heritage destruction and religious
exploitation. Prempeh recuperates a historical fact about the mutual inclusivity between religion and
politics—politics helping to manage differences, while religion provides a transcendental reason for
unity to be forged for human flourishing. Separating the two is, therefore, ahistorical and an obvious
threat to the intangible virtues that answers, “why and how” questions for public governance.
  cs lewis on politics: America Discovers C. S. Lewis K. Alan Snyder, 2016-09-01 The continuing
interest in the works of C. S. Lewis, long after his death in 1963, is a testament to the influence his
writings have had on the English-speaking world, not to mention the many translations of his works
into other languages. His own home nation of Great Britain was actually slower in appreciating his
offerings than the United States. Lewis's books made a major impact on the American reading
public, starting with the publication of the American version of The Screwtape Letters in 1943.
Lewis has not only influenced the lives of Americans we may consider prominent, but also the
multitude of individuals who have come across his works and have been deeply affected spiritually
by what they read. The goal of this study is to document, as much as possible, the impact of Lewis on
Americans from his lifetime until the present day. It also seeks to understand just why Lewis caught
on in America to such a degree and why he remains so popular.
  cs lewis on politics: Person-Centered Politics Eamonn O'Higgins, 2024-04-09 What accounts
for the widespread disillusionment with politics? Person-centered Politics suggests that politics
today, through its structures, processes, and institutions tends to presuppose and to impose a
certain caricature of the human person that inhibits and frustrates a real sense of personal
participation in an authentic common good of politics and society. In 12 chapters that touch on
fundamental themes of political philosophy, Person-centered Politics proposes the social and
transcendent dimensions of personal existence and their application to the renewal of politics today.
The themes explore the commonly accepted assumptions of politics today and how a renewed
understanding of the person can invigorate political discourse and action. In Person-centered
Politics the author is in continuous dialogue with some of the major contemporary philosophers and
thinkers, such as Eric Voegelin, David Walsh, Robert Sokolowski, Vaclav Havel, Pierre Manent, Peter
Simpson, and Joseph Ratzinger/Benedict XVI. Detailed footnotes in each chapter provide reference
to further sources of enlightenment and research. Person-centered Politics proposes an outline for a
renewed vision of politics that is centered on the truth of human existence, and not a politics that
distorts and suffocates the human spirit, because, in the words of E. Voegelin, ‘the right order of the



soul through philosophy furnishes the standard for the right order of society’—and not the other way
round.
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