four essays on liberty

four essays on liberty stand as a pivotal contribution to political philosophy, exploring the
fundamental concepts of individual freedom and societal authority. These essays delve into the
intricate balance between personal liberty and governmental power, laying the groundwork for
modern liberal thought. Authored by a notable philosopher, these writings have influenced
discussions on civil rights, democracy, and the rule of law. The term "four essays on liberty"
encapsulates a comprehensive examination of liberty’s various dimensions, such as negative and
positive freedom, and the limits of state intervention. This article provides an in-depth analysis of the
key themes, historical context, and lasting impact of these essays. The discussion will also cover the
philosophical underpinnings, critical reception, and contemporary relevance of the four essays on
liberty. Below is an organized overview of the main topics addressed in this article.

Historical Context and Background

Core Themes in Four Essays on Liberty

Philosophical Analysis and Interpretations

Impact and Legacy in Political Thought

Historical Context and Background

The four essays on liberty were composed during a period marked by intense political and social
change. The mid-20th century, especially post-World War Il, saw renewed interest in individual rights
and freedoms as nations grappled with totalitarianism and authoritarian regimes. These essays
emerged as a response to the growing debates on the role of government and the protection of
personal liberties. They reflect the intellectual climate shaped by liberal democratic ideals and the
challenge of preserving freedom in complex modern societies.

Author and Intellectual Environment

The author of the four essays on liberty was a prominent philosopher and political theorist whose
work significantly shaped liberal thought. Influenced by classical liberalism and the Enlightenment
tradition, the author sought to clarify the concept of liberty, distinguishing it from mere license or
anarchy. The intellectual environment was characterized by discussions on constitutionalism, human
rights, and the tension between individual autonomy and social order.

Socio-Political Influences

The backdrop for these essays included the aftermath of global conflicts, the rise of welfare states,
and debates over civil liberties in democratic societies. The growing complexity of government
functions raised questions about the limits of state power and the safeguarding of personal freedoms.



These socio-political influences are crucial to understanding the urgency and relevance of the four
essays on liberty at the time of their publication.

Core Themes in Four Essays on Liberty

The four essays on liberty explore several foundational themes that continue to resonate in political
philosophy. Central to these essays is the concept of liberty as freedom from arbitrary interference.
The author systematically examines different types of liberty, the conditions necessary for freedom,
and the challenges posed by societal and governmental constraints.

Negative Liberty

Negative liberty is defined as freedom from external impediments or coercion. The essays emphasize
that individuals should be free to act without interference from others, particularly the state, unless
such interference is justified to prevent harm. This concept underscores the importance of limiting
governmental power to protect individual autonomy.

Positive Liberty

In contrast, positive liberty refers to the capacity to act upon one’s free will and achieve self-
realization. The four essays on liberty recognize that true freedom involves not only the absence of
constraints but also the presence of enabling conditions such as education and political participation.
This theme explores the balance between empowering individuals and respecting their personal
choices.

The Harm Principle

One of the pivotal ideas discussed is the harm principle, which states that the only legitimate reason
for restricting liberty is to prevent harm to others. This principle serves as a guideline for evaluating
the justification of laws and social interventions. It highlights the tension between individual rights
and collective welfare inherent in liberal democracies.

Limits of Authority

The essays also address the boundaries of political authority, arguing that power must be constrained
to avoid tyranny and protect freedom. The author advocates for constitutional safeguards, rule of law,
and democratic accountability as essential mechanisms to maintain this balance.

Philosophical Analysis and Interpretations

The four essays on liberty have been subject to extensive philosophical analysis, with scholars
examining their arguments, implications, and coherence. The essays contribute to ongoing debates
about the nature of freedom, justice, and the role of the state in a free society.



Logical Structure and Argumentation

The essays employ rigorous logical reasoning to differentiate between various forms of liberty and
clarify misconceptions. The author systematically dissects arguments opposing individual freedom,
providing counterarguments grounded in moral and political philosophy. This methodical approach
enhances the essays’ persuasive power and enduring significance.

Critiques and Alternative Views

While widely respected, the four essays on liberty have also faced critiques. Some argue that the
emphasis on negative liberty neglects social justice concerns, while others contend that positive
liberty risks authoritarianism if misapplied. The dialogue surrounding these critiques enriches the
understanding of liberty’s complexity and fosters diverse perspectives within political thought.

Relation to Other Philosophical Works

The essays engage with earlier and contemporary philosophical traditions, including liberalism,
utilitarianism, and republicanism. They build upon and challenge ideas from thinkers such as John
Locke, Immanuel Kant, and Karl Marx, positioning the four essays on liberty within a broader
intellectual lineage.

Impact and Legacy in Political Thought

The four essays on liberty have left a profound impact on political theory, legal frameworks, and
public discourse. Their exploration of liberty as a central political value continues to influence
scholars, policymakers, and activists worldwide.

Influence on Liberal Democracy

The principles articulated in the four essays on liberty underpin many aspects of liberal democratic
governance. Concepts like the harm principle and the distinction between negative and positive
liberty inform constitutional design, human rights legislation, and judicial interpretation.

Contributions to Civil Rights and Liberties

The essays have inspired movements advocating for civil rights, freedom of expression, and personal
autonomy. By articulating clear criteria for legitimate restrictions on freedom, they provide a
philosophical foundation for protecting individual liberties against unjust encroachment.

Enduring Relevance in Contemporary Debates

In the context of modern challenges such as surveillance, security, and social inequality, the four
essays on liberty remain highly relevant. They offer a framework for evaluating the trade-offs



between freedom and security, individual rights and social responsibility.

Key Takeaways from Four Essays on Liberty

e Liberty involves both freedom from interference and the capacity for self-determination.
e Governmental power must be limited to prevent arbitrary restrictions on freedom.

e The harm principle provides a fundamental criterion for restricting individual liberty.

e Balancing negative and positive liberty is crucial for a just society.

e The essays continue to shape contemporary political and legal thought.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Four Essays on Liberty' by Isaiah
Berlin?

The central theme of 'Four Essays on Liberty' is the exploration of the concept of liberty, particularly
the distinction between 'negative liberty' and 'positive liberty,' and the implications of these ideas for
political philosophy and individual freedom.

Who authored 'Four Essays on Liberty' and why is it
significant?
'Four Essays on Liberty' was authored by Isaiah Berlin, a prominent political philosopher. It is

significant because it offers a foundational analysis of liberty that has influenced liberal thought and
debates on freedom and authority.

What are the main types of liberty discussed in 'Four Essays
on Liberty"?

The main types of liberty discussed are negative liberty, which is freedom from interference by
others, and positive liberty, which is the possibility of acting in such a way as to take control of one's
life and realize one's fundamental purposes.

How does 'Four Essays on Liberty' impact modern political
philosophy?

'Four Essays on Liberty' impacts modern political philosophy by providing a nuanced understanding of
freedom that informs debates on individual rights, state power, and the balance between security and



liberty in democratic societies.

Can you summarize Isaiah Berlin's argument about the
dangers of positive liberty in ‘Four Essays on Liberty'?

Isaiah Berlin argues that the pursuit of positive liberty can lead to authoritarianism because it may
justify coercive measures in the name of individuals' 'true’ interests, potentially suppressing personal
freedoms under the guise of realizing one's true self or collective good.

Additional Resources

1. On Liberty by John Stuart Mill

This foundational work by John Stuart Mill explores the nature and limits of the power that society can
legitimately exercise over the individual. Mill argues passionately for the protection of individual
freedoms against societal tyranny, emphasizing the importance of free speech and personal
autonomy. The book remains a seminal text in liberal political philosophy and a cornerstone for
discussions on liberty and rights.

2. Two Concepts of Liberty by Isaiah Berlin

Isaiah Berlin’s influential essay distinguishes between "negative liberty" (freedom from interference)
and "positive liberty" (the capacity to act on one's free will). This conceptual framework has shaped
modern debates on the meaning of freedom and the role of the state. Berlin’'s analysis helps readers
understand the complexities and potential conflicts inherent in different interpretations of liberty.

3. The Open Society and Its Enemies by Karl Popper

Karl Popper defends liberal democracy and the open society against totalitarianism and dogmatic
ideologies. He argues that liberty thrives in societies where critical thinking and open debate are
encouraged, and where governments are held accountable. Popper’s work is a vigorous defense of
intellectual freedom and pluralism.

4. Democracy and Liberty by Robert A. Dahl

Robert Dahl examines the relationship between democratic governance and individual liberty,
highlighting how democratic institutions can protect freedom. He discusses the conditions under
which democracy enhances liberty and the challenges posed by majoritarianism. This book provides
insight into how political systems influence personal freedoms.

5. The Road to Serfdom by Friedrich Hayek

Friedrich Hayek warns against the dangers of centralized economic planning and the erosion of
individual freedoms. He argues that attempts to achieve equality through government control
inevitably lead to authoritarianism and the loss of liberty. This work is a powerful critique of
collectivism and a defense of classical liberalism.

6. Freedom and Resentment and Other Essays by P.F. Strawson

P.F. Strawson explores the concepts of free will, moral responsibility, and personal freedom in this
collection of essays. He investigates how these ideas are embedded in our social practices and
interpersonal relationships. The book offers a philosophical perspective on the conditions necessary
for liberty in human life.

7. Liberty and Tyranny: A Conservative Manifesto by Mark R. Levin



Mark Levin presents a contemporary conservative perspective on the value of liberty and the threats
posed by expanding government power. He argues for a return to constitutional principles and limited
government as essential to preserving freedom. This book appeals to readers interested in political
philosophy and American conservatism.

8. On Revolution by Hannah Arendt

Hannah Arendt analyzes the nature of political revolutions and their impact on liberty and human
rights. She contrasts different revolutionary movements and their outcomes, emphasizing the
importance of founding new political orders that guarantee freedom. Arendt’s work is crucial for
understanding the dynamics between revolution and liberty.

9. Justice as Fairness: A Restatement by John Rawls

John Rawls revisits and refines his theory of justice, which seeks to reconcile liberty and equality
through fair social arrangements. He argues that a just society must guarantee equal basic liberties
for all citizens while addressing social and economic inequalities. This book is a key text for
understanding the relationship between liberty and justice in political philosophy.
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four essays on liberty: Four Essays on Liberty Isaiah Berlin, 1969 Political Ideas in the
Twentieth Century, Historical Inevitability, Two Concepts of Liberty, John Stuart Mill and the Ends
of Life. These four essays deal with the various aspects of individual liberty, including the distinction
between positive and negative liberty and the necessity of rejecting determinism if we wish to keep
hold of the notions of human responsibility and freedom.

four essays on liberty: Liberty Isaiah Berlin, Henry Hardy, lan Harris, 2002 This title includes
the following features: A new, expanded edition of what Isaiah Berlin himself regarded as his most
important book; Includes a fifth essay, 'From Hope and Fear set Free', which Berlin had hoped to
include in the original edition; Also included are three of Berlin's otherwritings on liberty - 'Liberty’,
'The Birth of Greek Individualism', and 'Final Retrospect' - and three autobiographical pieces - 'The
Purpose Justifies the Ways', 'A Letter to George Kennan' (previously unpublished), and 'Notes on
Prejudice'; Also includes a critical bibliography by Ian Harriswhich brings together the growing
mass of literature on Berlin's work with brief critical commentary; Includes an extended preface by
the editor which gives a fascinating insight into the struggle behind the creation of this highly
influential work

four essays on liberty: Four Essays on Liberty Isaiah Berlin, 1969-05-15 Political Ideas in the
Twentieth Century, Historical Inevitability, Two Concepts of Liberty, John Stuart Mill and the Ends
of Life. These four essays deal with the various aspects of individual liberty, including the distinction
between positive and negative liberty and the necessity of rejecting determinism if we wish to keep
hold of the notions of human responsibility and freedom.
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four essays on liberty: Liberty Isaiah Berlin, 2002
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four essays on liberty: Liberalism: Ideas of freedom G. W. Smith, 2002 Encompassing the
relationship between the state and the individual, society and the individual, the nature of freedom
and the concept of the person, this four-volume set covers the main tenets of the liberal tradition.
The collection includes material from the rich background and history of classical writings, and also
emphasizes modern scholarship and contemporary issues.Fully indexed and including a new
introduction by the editor, this is an invaluable reference tool for both researchers and students in
the field.

four essays on liberty: Anarchism and Authority Paul McLaughlin, 2007-01-01 Examining the
political theory of anarchism from a philosophical and historical perspective, Paul McLaughlin
relates anarchism to the fundamental ethical and political problem of authority. The book pays
particular attention to the authority of the state and the anarchist rejection of all traditional claims
made for the legitimacy of state authority, the author both explaining and defending the central
tenets of the anarchist critique of the state.

four essays on liberty: Nation and Identity Ross Poole, 2012-11-12 Nation and Identity
provides a concise and comprehensive account of the place of national identity in modern life. Ross
Poole argues that the nation became a fundamental organising principle of social, political and moral
life during the period of early modernity and that is has provided the organising principle of much
liberal, republican and democratic thought. Ross Poole offers us a new and urgently needed analysis
of the concept of identity, arguing that we are now in a position to envisage the end of nationalism.
We see that the impact of issues like multiculturalism, republicanism, and indigenous rights have
made it very difficult to see how the possibility of a postnational cosmopolitanism could not
degenerate into a nihilistic moral universe. Nation and Identity will be a fascinating read for all
those interested in issues of national identity, both politically and philosophically.

four essays on liberty: Isaiah Berlin Edna Ullmann-Margalit, Avishai Margalit, 1991 Isaiah
Berlin: A Celebration gathers tributes, reflections, and commentaries on the great thinker and his
philosophy, politics, and life-including contributions from Michael Ignatieff, Leon Wieseltier, Ronald
Dworkin, Stephen Spender, and many others. Some [essays], like Joseph Brodsky's tribute, are
touchingly personal. Others, like G. A. Cohen's 'Isaiah's Marx, and Mine,"' mingle personal
reminiscences with a more theoretical look at Berlin's ideas. . . . The volume is a fitting tribute to a
thinker famed for his erudition, eclecticism, and clarity of style.—Merle Rubin, The Christian Science
Monitor One of the many merits of this rich and rewarding collection is the sense-very imperfectly
conveyed here-it transmits of the tone of Berlin's writings and conversation, of the multiplicity of his
interests and the variety of his achievements. . . . The essays testify to the character of Berlin's mind
as a luminous prism, in which the cultural traditions of Russia, England and Judaism are marvelously
refracted.—John Gray, Times Literary Supplement [T]he collection testifies to the learning and
profundity of Berlin's thought and, by way both of reminiscence and influence, to the charm and
gaity of its expression.—Anthony Quinton, The Times of London

four essays on liberty: The Construction of Democracy Jorge I. Dominguez, Anthony Jones,
2007-07-06 How should democracies balance the hopes and constraints of their societies with the
architecture of their constitutions and institutions to secure freedom, promote citizenship, and foster
prosperity? In The Construction of Democracy, leading scholars from seven different countries—and
key decision makers from eight—come together to analyze the dimensions of democratic design and
draw not only practical but feasible recommendations. Here citizens, politicians, and government
officials offer valuable insight into the craft of politics with real examples of success and failures
from some of the leading policy makers of our time—including the president of Portugal, former
presidents of Brazil and Colombia, and a former prime minister of India. Drawing on the work of the
Club of Madrid's Conference on Democratic Transition and Consolidation, the contributors discuss
building and sustaining a contemporary democratic state, strengthening pluralism and public
participation, designing effective constitutions, confronting economic challenges for new
democracies, and controlling corruption. In a rare instance where the expertise of practical-minded
scholars is melded with the experience of thoughtful policy makers, this volume offers much-needed




insight to others seeking sensible and effective solutions. Contributors: Carlos Blanco, minister for
the reform of the state, Venezuela; Fernando Henrique Cardoso, former president of Brazil; Anibal
Cavaco Silva, president of Portugal; Antonio Octévio Cintra, the Research Service of the Brazilian
Chamber of Deputies; Rut Diamint, Universidad Torcuato Di Tella, Buenos Aires; Jorge I. Dominguez,
Harvard University; Grzegorz Ekiert, Harvard University; César Gaviria, former president of
Colombia; Anna Grzymala-Busse, University of Michigan; Inder Kumar Gujral, former prime minister
of India; Anthony Jones, the Gorbachev Foundation of North America; Marcelo Barroso Lacombe, the
Research Service of the Brazilian Chamber of Deputies; José Luis Méndez, El Colegio de México;
Andrew Richards, Instituto Juan March of the Centro de Estudios Avanzados de Ciencias Sociales,
Madrid; Susan Rose-Ackerman, Yale University; Richard Simeon, University of Toronto; Luc
Turgeon, University of Toronto.

four essays on liberty: Isaiah Berlin John Gray, 2020-05-05 Isaiah Berlin (1909-1997) was the
greatest intellectual historian of the twentieth century. But his work also made an original and
important contribution to moral and political philosophy and to liberal theory. In 1921, at the age of
eleven, Isaiah Berlin arrived in England from Riga, Latvia. By the time he was thirty he was at the
heart of British intellectual life. He has remained its commanding presence ever since, and few
would dispute that he was one of Britain's greatest thinkers. His reputation extends worldwide--as a
great conversationalist, intellectual historian, and man of letters. He has been called the century's
most inspired reader. Yet Berlin's contributions to thought--in particular to moral and political
philosophy, and to liberal theory--are little understood, and surprisingly neglected by the academic
world. In this book, they are shown to be animated by a single, powerful, subversive idea:
value-pluralism which affirms the reality of a deep conflict between ultimate human values that
reason cannot resolve. Though bracingly clear-headed, humane and realist, Berlin's value-pluralism
runs against the dominant Western traditions, secular and religious, which avow an ultimate
harmony of values. It supports a highly distinctive restatement of liberalism in Berlin's work--an
agnostic liberalism, which is founded not on rational choice but on the radical choices we make
when faced with intractable dilemmas. It is this new statement of liberalism, the central subject of
John Gray's lively and lucid book, which gives the liberal intellectual tradition a new lease on life, a
new source of life, and which comprises Berlin's central and enduring legacy. In a new introduction,
Gray argues that, in a world in which human freedom has spread more slowly than democracy,
Berlin's account of liberty and basic decency is more instructive and useful than ever.

four essays on liberty: The Principles of New Ethics IIIl Wang Haiming, 2020-05-17 From
Descartes to Spinoza, Western philosophers have attempted to propose an axiomatic systemization
of ethics. However, without consensus on the contents and objects of ethics, the system remains
incomplete. This four-volume set presents a model that highlights a Chinese philosopher’s insights
on ethics after a 22 year study. Three essential components of ethics are examined: metaethics,
normative ethics, and virtue ethics. This volume is the second part of the discussion on normative
ethics. The author analyzes humanity, liberty, justice, happiness, and systems of moral rules. He
puts forward 26 value standards that construct a system of measuring state instruction; reveals the
relationship between humanity, liberty and justice; puts forward three objective laws of happiness;
and discusses the goodness of important moral rules, such as honesty, self-respect and courage. This
set is an essential read for students and scholars of ethics and philosophy in general.

four essays on liberty: The Legacy of Isaiah Berlin Mark Lilla, Ronald Dworkin, Robert B.
Silvers, Aileen Kelly, 2001 In the fall of 1998, one year after the death of Isaiah Berlin, the New York
Institute for the Humanities organized a conference to consider his intellectual legacy. The scholars
who participated devoted much of their attention to the question of pluralism, which for Berlin was
central to liberal values. His belief in pluralism was at the core of his philosophical writings as well
as his studies of contemporary politics and the history of ideas. The papers given at the conference
and collected in this volume concentrate on three aspects of Berlin's concept of pluralism. Aileen
Kelly, Mark Lilla, and Steven Lukes trace the development and consequences of his distinction
between hedgehogs, thinkers who have a single, unified theory of human action and history, and




foxes, who believe in multiplicity and resist the impulse to subject humanity to a universal vision.
Ronald Dworkin, Bernard Williams, Thomas Nagel, and Charles Taylor examine how liberalism can
be sustained in the face of Berlin's insight that equally legitimate values, such as liberty and
equality, may come into irreconcilable conflict. Avishai Margalit, Richard Wollheim, Michael Walzer,
and Robert Silvers take up Berlin's advocacy for the State of Israel and his hopes for it as a place
where the often contrary values of liberalism and nationalism might find harmonious resolution. The
Legacy of Isaiah Berlin includes not only the panelists' contributions but also transcripts of the lively
exchanges among themselves and with audience members following each session. The two days of
discussion preserved here demonstrate the continuing vitality and relevance of Isaiah Berlin's
thought in today's social and political debates.

four essays on liberty: Popular Government. Four Essays Sir Henry Sumner Maine, 1909

four essays on liberty: Good News Clifford G. Christians, John P. Ferré, P. Mark Fackler,
1993-06-03 Mass media ethics and the classical liberal ideal of the autonomous individual are
historically linked and professionally dominant--yet the authors of this work feel this is intrinsically
flawed. They show how recent research in philosophy and social science--together with a longer
tradition in theological inquiry--insist that community, mutuality, and relationship are fundamental
to a full concept of personhood. The authors argue that persons-in-community provides a more
defensible grounding for journalists' professional moral decision-making in crucial areas such as
truthtelling, privacy, organizational culture, and balanced coverage. With numerous examples drawn
from life as well as from theory, this book will interest journalists, editors, and professionals in
media management as well as students and scholars of media ethics, reporting, and media law.

four essays on liberty: Cultural Diversity, Liberal Pluralism and Schools Neil Burtonwood,
2006-09-27 With debates on the relationship between cultural diversity and the role of schools
raging on both sides of the Atlantic, the time is apt for a philosophical work that shines new light on
the issues involved and that brings a fresh perspective to a political and emotive discussion. Here
Burtonwood brings the writing of British philosopher Isaiah Berlin to bear on the subject of
multiculturalism in schools, the first time that his work has been applied to matters of education.
Tackling the often-contradictory issues surrounding liberal pluralism, this book poses serious
questions for the education system in the US and in the UK.

four essays on liberty: Gender Equality in Law Barbara Havelkova, 2017-06-01 Since the fall of
the Berlin wall there has been a surprising dearth of high quality of scholarship on legal culture in
the communist successor states of East Central Europe. In this excellent book Barbara Havelkova
engages with the reversal of many of the advances the socialist period made in gender relations,
examining the historical roots of the current failure of Czech law to engage with the discriminatory
practices that have negatively affected the lives of women. She does this by a forensic excavation of
law, discourses and practices of the socialist era revealing the patriarchal assumptions underpinning
them that became deeply embedded in Czech legal culture, and that have been carried forward to
the present day. The book is a compelling read. It provides answers to many of the questions that
have perplexed feminists about the post-soviet transition and at the same time speaks more
generally to the debates surrounding the troubling rightward shift in the politics of the communist
successor states of Europe. Professor Judith Pallot, President of the British Association for Slavonic
and East European Studies In Gender Equality in Law: Uncovering the Legacies of Czech State
Socialism, Barbara Havelkova offers a sober and sophisticated socio-legal account of gender equality
law in Czechia. Tracing gender equality norms from their origins under state socialism, Havelkova
shows how the dominant understanding of the differences between women and men as natural and
innate combined with a post-socialist understanding of rights as freedom to shape the views of key
Czech legal actors and to thwart the transformative potential of EU sex discrimination law.
Havelkova's compelling feminist legal genealogy of gender equality in Czechia illuminates the path
dependency of gender norms and the antipathy to substantive gender equality that is common
among the formerly state-socialist countries of Central and Eastern Europe. Her deft analysis of the
relationship between gender and legal norms is especially relevant today as the legitimacy of gender




equality laws is increasingly precarious. Professor Judy Fudge, Kent Law School Gender equality law
in Czechia, as in other parts of post-socialist Central and Eastern Europe, is facing serious
challenges. When obliged to adopt, interpret and apply anti-discrimination law as a condition of
membership of the EU, Czech legislators and judges have repeatedly expressed hostility and
demonstrated a fundamental lack of understanding of key ideas underpinning it. This important new
study explores this scepticism to gender equality law, examining it with reference to legal and
socio-legal developments that started in the state-socialist past and that remain relevant today. The
book examines legal developments in gender-relevant areas, most importantly in equality and
anti-discrimination law. But it goes further, shedding light on the underlying understandings of key
concepts such as women, gender, equality, discrimination and rights. In so doing, it shows the
fundamental intellectual and conceptual difficulties faced by gender equality law in Czechia. These
include an essentialist understanding of differences between men and women, a notion that equality
and anti-discrimination law is incompatible with freedom, and a perception that existing laws are
objective and neutral, while any new gender-progressive regulation of social relations is an
unacceptable interference with the 'natural social order'. Timely and provocative, this book will be
required reading for all scholars of equality and gender and the law.

four essays on liberty: Freedom and Culture in Western Society Hans Blokland, 2019-03-07
Critically examining conceptions of freedom of some of the leading contemporary philosophers from
Isaiah Berlin to Charles Taylor, Hans Blokland explores the value and significance that freedom has
acquired on our political consciousness. He looks specifically at: * positive and negative freedom *
freedom of the individual * freedom and society * emancipation and paternalism * freedom and
cultural politics.

four essays on liberty: Global Journalism Ethics Stephen J.A. Ward, 2010-03-26 Stephen Ward
argues that present media practices are narrowly based within the borders of single country and
thus unable to successfully inform the public about a globalized world. Presenting an ethical
framework for work in multimedia, the author extends John Rawl's theories of justice and the human
good to redefine the aims for which journalism should strive and then applies this new foundation to
issues such as the roles of patriotism and objectivity in journalism. An innovative argument that
presents a necessary corrective to contemporary media practices, Global Journalism Ethics is a
theoretically rich study for journalists on the air, in print, and on the internet.
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