
fortune society in new york city
fortune society in new york city is a pivotal organization dedicated to supporting individuals
impacted by incarceration and homelessness. Established in the late 1960s, The Fortune Society has
become an essential nonprofit institution that focuses on rehabilitation, reentry, and social justice
within New York City. This article explores the history, mission, and programs of the Fortune Society
in New York City, highlighting its comprehensive approach to reducing recidivism and fostering
community reintegration. Through various supportive services such as housing assistance,
education, employment training, and mental health counseling, the Fortune Society plays a critical
role in empowering formerly incarcerated people to rebuild their lives. The organization’s impact
extends beyond individual transformation, contributing to safer neighborhoods and a more equitable
society. This detailed overview also examines partnerships, advocacy efforts, and the challenges
faced by the Fortune Society in New York City as it continues to evolve. Below is a guide to the main
topics covered in this article.

History and Mission of the Fortune Society

Programs and Services Offered

Impact on Recidivism and Community Reintegration

Advocacy and Policy Initiatives

Challenges and Future Directions

History and Mission of the Fortune Society

Founding and Origins
The fortune society in new york city was founded in 1967 by David Rothenberg and other community
activists who recognized the urgent need for support services for formerly incarcerated individuals.
The organization originated from efforts to combat the stigma and systemic barriers faced by people
returning from prison, aiming to promote their successful reintegration into society. Rooted in
principles of social justice and human dignity, the Fortune Society sought to address the cycle of
recidivism by providing comprehensive and compassionate assistance.

Core Mission and Values
The mission of the fortune society in new york city centers on helping individuals with criminal
justice involvement achieve self-sufficiency and lead meaningful lives. The organization prioritizes
respect, empowerment, and equity, focusing on reducing homelessness, unemployment, and social
isolation among its clients. Its values emphasize community building, harm reduction, and advocacy



for systemic change to dismantle barriers that hinder reentry success.

Programs and Services Offered

Housing Assistance
One of the primary services provided by the fortune society in new york city is housing support.
Stable housing is considered a foundational element for successful reentry, and the organization
offers a variety of housing options including transitional housing, supportive housing, and
emergency shelter. These programs are designed to accommodate the unique needs of formerly
incarcerated individuals, ensuring safety, stability, and access to additional resources.

Employment and Education Services
Employment and education are critical components of the fortune society’s approach to
rehabilitation. The organization provides job readiness training, vocational programs, and placement
services to help clients gain sustainable employment. Additionally, educational opportunities such as
GED preparation, college courses, and life skills workshops are offered to enhance personal and
professional growth.

Mental Health and Substance Use Support
Addressing mental health and substance use disorders is a vital aspect of the fortune society in new
york city’s programming. Through counseling, peer support groups, and case management, the
organization assists clients in managing these challenges. This holistic approach acknowledges the
complex factors contributing to incarceration and supports overall well-being and recovery.

Legal and Social Support
The fortune society also offers legal assistance and social services to help clients navigate the
criminal justice system, obtain identification documents, and access benefits. These services reduce
bureaucratic barriers and facilitate smoother transitions back into community life.

Summary of Key Services

Transitional and supportive housing

Job training and placement

Educational programs and GED preparation

Mental health counseling and substance use treatment



Legal aid and social service navigation

Impact on Recidivism and Community Reintegration

Effectiveness in Reducing Recidivism
The fortune society in new york city has demonstrated significant success in lowering recidivism
rates among its participants. By providing comprehensive wraparound services that address
housing, employment, and health needs, clients are better equipped to avoid returning to the
criminal justice system. Studies and internal data indicate that engagement with the Fortune Society
correlates with improved long-term outcomes.

Community Integration and Support Networks
Beyond reducing reoffending, the organization fosters social inclusion by creating opportunities for
community engagement and support. Peer mentoring programs and group activities help build
relational ties, reduce stigma, and promote a sense of belonging. These efforts contribute to safer
neighborhoods and a stronger social fabric in New York City.

Collaborations with Other Agencies
The fortune society in new york city collaborates with government agencies, nonprofit organizations,
and local businesses to expand its reach and effectiveness. Partnerships enhance resource
availability and create a coordinated network of services that better serve individuals returning from
incarceration.

Advocacy and Policy Initiatives

Criminal Justice Reform Advocacy
Advocacy is a significant aspect of the fortune society in new york city’s work. The organization
actively campaigns for reforms that promote fair sentencing, reduce mass incarceration, and
improve reentry policies. Their efforts include public education, legislative lobbying, and coalition
building with other social justice entities.

Raising Awareness and Reducing Stigma
The Fortune Society engages in outreach and awareness campaigns aimed at dismantling negative
perceptions of formerly incarcerated individuals. By highlighting success stories and educating the



public, they seek to create a more supportive environment conducive to reintegration.

Policy Recommendations
The organization provides expert recommendations to policymakers on a range of issues including
access to housing, employment rights, and healthcare for justice-involved people. These policy
initiatives aim to address systemic inequities that contribute to the challenges faced by their
clientele.

Challenges and Future Directions

Ongoing Barriers
Despite its successes, the fortune society in new york city continues to face challenges such as
limited funding, high demand for services, and persistent societal stigma. Navigating complex
bureaucracies and evolving criminal justice policies also presents ongoing obstacles to program
delivery.

Innovations and Expansion Plans
Looking forward, the Fortune Society is exploring innovative approaches including technology-based
support services, expanded mental health programming, and increased community partnerships.
Plans to scale successful models and reach underserved populations are key priorities.

Commitment to Social Justice
The organization remains steadfast in its dedication to social justice and equity. By continuously
adapting to changing needs and advocating for systemic transformation, the fortune society in new
york city aims to further enhance its impact on individuals and communities affected by
incarceration.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Fortune Society in New York City?
The Fortune Society is a nonprofit organization in New York City that provides support, advocacy,
and services to formerly incarcerated individuals to help them successfully reintegrate into society.

What services does the Fortune Society offer?
The Fortune Society offers a range of services including housing assistance, employment support,



education and training programs, mental health counseling, and case management for formerly
incarcerated people.

How does the Fortune Society help reduce recidivism in New
York City?
The Fortune Society helps reduce recidivism by providing comprehensive support such as job
training, education, housing, and counseling, which address the root causes of reoffending and
promote positive community reintegration.

Can individuals currently incarcerated in New York City access
Fortune Society services?
Yes, the Fortune Society collaborates with correctional facilities to provide pre-release planning and
support, helping incarcerated individuals prepare for their reentry into the community.

How can people support the Fortune Society in New York City?
People can support the Fortune Society by donating, volunteering, participating in fundraising
events, or advocating for criminal justice reform initiatives led by the organization.

Additional Resources
1. The Fortune Society: From Homelessness to Hope
This book chronicles the founding and evolution of the Fortune Society, an organization in New York
City dedicated to helping formerly incarcerated individuals reintegrate into society. It explores the
challenges faced by ex-offenders and the innovative programs developed to provide housing,
education, and employment opportunities. The narrative highlights personal stories of
transformation and the broader impact on criminal justice reform.

2. Voices of Fortune: Stories from New York’s Reentry Community
A powerful collection of firsthand accounts from members of the Fortune Society, this book sheds
light on the struggles and triumphs of those reentering society after incarceration. It delves into
themes of resilience, community, and the importance of support systems. Through compelling
testimonials, readers gain insight into the human side of criminal justice issues in New York City.

3. Breaking Chains: The Fortune Society’s Fight Against Recidivism
This book provides an in-depth look at the programs and strategies implemented by the Fortune
Society to reduce recidivism rates in New York City. It outlines the organization's holistic approach,
including education, counseling, and advocacy. The author examines the societal benefits of
investing in reentry services and policy changes influenced by the Fortune Society’s work.

4. New Beginnings: Reintegration and the Fortune Society
Focused on the concept of second chances, this book explores how the Fortune Society supports
individuals transitioning from prison to community life. It discusses challenges such as stigma,
employment barriers, and housing insecurity. The text also highlights collaboration between
nonprofit organizations, government agencies, and community members in New York City.



5. Fortune and Justice: Reform Movements in NYC
This historical account traces the development of the Fortune Society alongside broader criminal
justice reform movements in New York City. It analyzes the social and political climate that gave rise
to advocacy groups focused on prisoner rights and reentry. The book provides context for
understanding the ongoing efforts to create a more equitable justice system.

6. Pathways to Fortune: Education and Empowerment after Incarceration
Examining the role of education within the Fortune Society’s mission, this book highlights programs
designed to empower formerly incarcerated individuals through skill-building and academic
opportunities. It presents case studies of successful initiatives and the transformative power of
learning. The author emphasizes the connection between education and reducing barriers to
employment.

7. Community and Change: The Fortune Society’s Role in NYC Neighborhoods
This book investigates how the Fortune Society engages with local communities in New York City to
foster safer and more supportive environments for returning citizens. It explores partnerships with
neighborhood groups, faith organizations, and local businesses. The narrative underscores the
importance of community involvement in sustainable reentry.

8. Hope in the City: The Fortune Society’s Vision for the Future
Looking forward, this book outlines the Fortune Society’s strategic plans for expanding its impact
and addressing emerging challenges related to mass incarceration. It discusses innovations in
technology, policy advocacy, and holistic care. The author shares insights from leaders and
stakeholders invested in shaping a just future for New York City.

9. Resilience and Redemption: Personal Journeys with the Fortune Society
A collection of inspiring memoirs and essays, this book showcases the personal journeys of
individuals supported by the Fortune Society. Each story reflects themes of resilience, redemption,
and the power of community. The book serves as a testament to the human spirit and the potential
for positive change after incarceration.

Fortune Society In New York City
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Within these spaces, incarcerated people reproduce an elaborate set of rules, rituals, and
relationships, as a means both of survival and of giving meaning to the time taken from them.
Written by David Campbell and Jarrod Shanahan, who both served sentences at Rikers, City Time
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reflects its authors’ personal experiences and observations of short-stay incarceration to present a
nuanced and vivid account of a social world kept locked away from the public eye. The authors
reconstruct the daily realities of sanitation, nourishment, recreation, work, and other necessary
activities, and emphasize the complex interpersonal relationships that emerge in response to city
time. Simultaneously, they paint a grim and urgent picture of structural racism, class violence, and
the disastrous lack of mental health and substance abuse resources for poor New Yorkers, who are
shuttled in and out of city time sentences as “frequent flyers.” Beginning with the authors’ own
processes of intake, and ending with the ritual of late-night release, City Time takes readers behind
the splashy headlines to depict, in intimately human terms, the rich and variegated social world
unfolding, at this very moment, on Rikers Island.
  fortune society in new york city: The Encyclopedia of New York City Kenneth T. Jackson,
Lisa Keller, Nancy Flood, 2010-12-01 Covering an exhaustive range of information about the five
boroughs, the first edition of The Encyclopedia of New York City was a success by every measure,
earning worldwide acclaim and several awards for reference excellence, and selling out its first
printing before it was officially published. But much has changed since the volume first appeared in
1995: the World Trade Center no longer dominates the skyline, a billionaire businessman has
become an unlikely three-term mayor, and urban regeneration—Chelsea Piers, the High Line,
DUMBO, Williamsburg, the South Bronx, the Lower East Side—has become commonplace. To reflect
such innovation and change, this definitive, one-volume resource on the city has been completely
revised and expanded. The revised edition includes 800 new entries that help complete the story of
New York: from Air Train to E-ZPass, from September 11 to public order. The new material includes
broader coverage of subject areas previously underserved as well as new maps and illustrations.
Virtually all existing entries—spanning architecture, politics, business, sports, the arts, and
more—have been updated to reflect the impact of the past two decades. The more than 5,000
alphabetical entries and 700 illustrations of the second edition of The Encyclopedia of New York City
convey the richness and diversity of its subject in great breadth and detail, and will continue to serve
as an indispensable tool for everyone who has even a passing interest in the American metropolis.
  fortune society in new york city: Progress and Challenges in Linking Incarcerated
Individuals with HIV/AIDS to Community Services , 1995
  fortune society in new york city: InfoWorld , 1983-03-28 InfoWorld is targeted to Senior IT
professionals. Content is segmented into Channels and Topic Centers. InfoWorld also celebrates
people, companies, and projects.
  fortune society in new york city: Father Behind Bars , 2004 Arthur Hamilton, imprisoned
for armed robbery and manslaughter, a college graduate, and the founder of Fathers Behind Bars,
Inc., tells the story of his life.
  fortune society in new york city: Social Injustice and Public Health Barry S. Levy, Heather
L. McStowe, 2019 An invaluable primer on how inequity breeds ill health -New England Journal of
Medicine AN ESSENTIAL WORK ON SOCIAL DETERMINANTS OF HEALTH, NOW UPDATED AND
EXPANDED This newly revised edition of the classic text is a comprehensive, up-to-date resource for
understanding and addressing the profound impacts of social injustice on public health. Across
chapters from experts in health and medicine, readers learn to recognize both the threads of
inequity and the health impacts they produce. The result is illuminating and essential reading for
students and professionals in public health. Enriched with photographs and case examples and
featuring contributions from the luminaries whose work helped define the field, Social Injustice and
Public Health is a foundational text for understanding and addressing today's biggest challenges in
health.
  fortune society in new york city: Juvenile Confinement Institutions and Correctional
Systems United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on the Judiciary. Subcommittee to Investigate
Juvenile Delinquency, 1972
  fortune society in new york city: Juvenile Delinquency United States. Congress. Senate.
Committee on the Judiciary. Subcommittee to Investigate Juvenile Delinquency, 1971



  fortune society in new york city: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in Section 170
(c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 , 2003
  fortune society in new york city: Reform of the Federal Criminal Laws United States.
Congress. Senate. Committee on the Judiciary. Subcommittee on Criminal Laws and Procedures,
1971
  fortune society in new york city: Reform of the Federal Criminal Laws: Civil rights
offenses, corporate and business offenses, public duty defenses, sentencing, and other
provisions United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on the Judiciary. Subcommittee on Criminal
Laws and Procedures, 1975
  fortune society in new york city: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1976
  fortune society in new york city: Skyscraper Jails Zhandarka Kurti, Jarrod B. Shanahan,
2025-03-11 A damning account of the latest transformation in mass incarceration, revealing how
powerful nonprofits and so-called progressives used the language of social movements to build new
jails. In 2019, after unyielding pressure from activists, New York City seemed poised to close the
detested Rikers Island penal colony. The local press dutifully reported that the end of Rikers was
imminent, and New Yorkers celebrated the closure of the country’s largest urban jail, condemned as
a moral stain on an otherwise great city. The problem, however, was that the city had not actually
committed to closing Rikers. And at the same time, it laid the groundwork for the construction of
more jails, a network of skyscraper facilities amounting to the largest carceral construction the city
has seen in decades. How did this happen? In Skyscraper Jails, scholars and organizersJarrod
Shanahan and Zhandarka Kurti detail how progressive forces in New York City appropriated the
rhetoric of social movements and social justice to promise “downsized” and “humane jails. The
principal advocates of these new jails were not right-wing politicians, but prominent city activists
and progressive non-profit organizations. As the political coalition that campaigned for the new jails
fans out across the United States, the story at the heart of Skyscraper Jails is at once a case study
and a cautionary tale for what will be coming to cities and towns across the United States and
beyond.
  fortune society in new york city: InfoWorld , 1983-03-28 InfoWorld is targeted to Senior IT
professionals. Content is segmented into Channels and Topic Centers. InfoWorld also celebrates
people, companies, and projects.
  fortune society in new york city: Federal Supplement , 1971
  fortune society in new york city: Publication , 1991
  fortune society in new york city: Federal Probation , 1988
  fortune society in new york city: The Fight for Fair Housing Gregory D. Squires, 2017-10-16
The federal Fair Housing Act of 1968 was passed in a time of turmoil, conflict, and often
conflagration in cities across the nation. It took the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. to
finally secure its passage. The Kerner Commission warned in 1968 that to continue present policies
is to make permanent the division of our country into two societies; one largely Negro and poor,
located in the central cities; the other, predominantly white and affluent, located in the suburbs and
outlying areas. The Fair Housing Act was passed with a dual mandate: to end discrimination and to
dismantle the segregated living patterns that characterized most cities. The Fight for Fair Housing
tells us what happened, why, and what remains to be done. Since the passage of the Fair Housing
Act, the many forms of housing discrimination and segregation, and associated consequences, have
been documented. At the same time, significant progress has been made in counteracting
discrimination and promoting integration. Few suburbs today are all white; many people of color are
moving to the suburbs; and some white families are moving back to the city. Unfortunately,
discrimination and segregation persist. The Fight for Fair Housing brings together the nation’s
leading fair housing activists and scholars (many of whom are in both camps) to tell the stories that
led to the passage of the Fair Housing Act, its consequences, and the implications of the act going
forward. Including an afterword by Walter Mondale, this book is intended for everyone concerned
with the future of our cities and equal access for all persons to housing and related opportunities.



  fortune society in new york city: Evaluating HIV/AIDS Treatment Programs George J Huba,
Lisa A Melchior, Vivian Brown, A.T. Panter, Trudy A Larson, Pauline Fitzpatrick, 2020-04-03 Create
effective community-based programs for substance abusers with HIV/AIDS!Substance abusers are
the fastest-growing population of people with HIV/AIDS in the US--and one of the hardest to reach
and treat. Evaluating HIV/AIDS Treatment Programs offers new strategies for providing care for this
vulnerable population. The programs evaluated and discussed in this volume were funded as part of
the DHHS Health Resources and Services Administration through its Special Projects of National
Significance Program. Collectively known as the SPNS Cooperative Agreement, these 27 projects
represent a diverse group of organizations with a common goal: to improve the health, quality of life,
and access to health care for traditionally underserved populations living with HIV/AIDS.Evaluating
HIV/AIDS Treatment Programs reports in detail the efforts of several community-based HIV/AIDS
organizations in the SPNS program. You will learn how these organizations provide high-quality care
for persons with HIV who are unlikely to obtain it in the traditional hospital-based service system.
This volume offers specific, proven strategies designed to overcome the linguistic, cultural, racial,
and economic barriers that make it difficult for some sick people to get the health care they need. It
also offers specialized medical care models that work within the context of a continuum of services
in a medical clinic.Evaluating HIV/AIDS Treatment Programs also highlights other aspects of the
Cooperative Agreement projects, including: a study of end-stage AIDS care an overview of the HRSA
HIV/AIDS Bureau SPNS Cooperative Agreement grant initiative a study of conceptual issues in
implementing program evaluation in real-world community organizations discussion of the online
Knowledge Base that summarizes and disseminates information from the Cooperative Agreement
projects studies of ways to reach and care for specific populations with HIV/AIDS, including women,
Latinos, Haitians, adolescents, and rural peopleThis valuable volume offers solid data on treating
people who are all too often neglected by the medical community even before they contract
HIV/AIDS. The programs and ideas presented in Evaluating HIV/AIDS Treatment Programs can be
applied to other community-based health initiatives and clinics offering medical care to underserved
and vulnerable populations. This essential resource deserves a permanent place on their bookshelf
of any physician, administrator, or policymaker working in the fields of HIBV/AIDS, epidemiology,
public health, or substance abuse. Visit the book's website at
http://www.TheMeasurementGroup.com/drugs_and_society.htm
  fortune society in new york city: Support Programs for Ex-Offenders Harry Spiller,
2014-01-10 The United States has the highest documented incarceration rate in the world; in 2008,
for every 100,000 citizens, 764 were in jails or prisons. With nearly half of ex-convicts committing
crimes after their release, numerous support programs exist to facilitate their successful
reintegration to society. This is a directory of ex-offender programs run by the national government
as well as by individual states (and Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands, Washington, D.C.). Addresses, phone
numbers and web sites are listed for all organizations that aid the ex-convict in locating employment,
housing, support groups, clothing and food. A vital resource for both organizations and individuals
interested in the rehabilitation of released offenders.
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