foundations of bilingual education and bilingualism

foundations of bilingual education and bilingualism serve as the cornerstone for understanding how
individuals acquire, develop, and utilize two languages effectively. This article explores the essential
principles underlying bilingual education and the phenomenon of bilingualism, highlighting cognitive,
social, and educational perspectives. It delves into the historical context, linguistic theories,
pedagogical models, and the benefits that bilingualism brings to learners and society. Additionally, the
article addresses challenges and best practices in bilingual education programs, emphasizing the
importance of cultural competence and language preservation. By examining these foundations,
educators, policymakers, and researchers can better support bilingual learners and foster inclusive
language environments. The following sections provide a structured overview of the critical

components that define the foundations of bilingual education and bilingualism.
¢ Historical and Theoretical Foundations of Bilingualism
* Models and Approaches to Bilingual Education
e Cognitive and Social Benefits of Bilingualism

¢ Challenges and Considerations in Bilingual Education

* Best Practices for Effective Bilingual Education Programs

Historical and Theoretical Foundations of Bilingualism

The historical and theoretical foundations of bilingualism provide essential context for understanding

how bilingual individuals develop language skills and how societies have approached bilingual



education. Bilingualism, defined as the ability to use two languages proficiently, has been present
throughout human history. Early linguistic research focused on categorizing types of bilingualism and
understanding language acquisition processes. Theoretical frameworks such as the additive and
subtractive bilingualism models explain how bilingual individuals maintain or lose proficiency in one

language relative to the other.

Historical Perspectives on Bilingualism

Historically, bilingualism has been shaped by social, political, and cultural forces. In many societies,
bilingualism was a natural outcome of trade, migration, and colonization. However, attitudes toward
bilingualism have varied widely, ranging from acceptance and encouragement to suppression and
stigmatization. The rise of nation-states often promoted monolingualism, impacting bilingual education
policies. Contemporary perspectives recognize bilingualism as a valuable asset and a normal linguistic

phenomenon.

Theoretical Models of Bilingualism

The study of bilingualism incorporates several theoretical models that explain language acquisition and

use. Common models include:

Simultaneous bilingualism: When a child acquires two languages from birth.

Sequential bilingualism: When a second language is learned after establishing the first language.

Additive bilingualism: When the second language is learned without detriment to the first

language.

Subtractive bilingualism: When the acquisition of a second language occurs at the expense of

the first language.



These models help educators and researchers understand the complexities of bilingual development

and inform effective educational practices.

Models and Approaches to Bilingual Education

The foundations of bilingual education rely heavily on the models and approaches that guide
instructional strategies and curriculum design. Bilingual education aims to develop proficiency in two
languages while promoting academic achievement and cultural awareness. Various models exist, each

with specific goals and methodologies tailored to different contexts and learner needs.

Transitional Bilingual Education

Transitional bilingual education programs provide instruction in the student's native language while
gradually introducing the second language. The goal is to transition students into mainstream
classrooms conducting instruction primarily in the second language. This approach often focuses on

English language learners in multilingual societies.

Maintenance and Developmental Bilingual Education

Maintenance bilingual education supports the development and preservation of the student's native
language alongside the acquisition of a second language. It aims to foster bilingualism and biliteracy,
emphasizing cultural identity and academic success in both languages. This model values additive

bilingualism and encourages lifelong language proficiency.

Dual Language Immersion Programs

Dual language immersion programs integrate native speakers of two different languages in the same
classroom, promoting bilingualism and biculturalism for all students. Instructional time is divided

between both languages, and the goal is for all students to achieve high levels of fluency and literacy



in both languages. This approach has gained popularity due to its cognitive and social benefits.

Cognitive and Social Benefits of Bilingualism

The foundations of bilingual education and bilingualism encompass a broad spectrum of cognitive and
social benefits that positively impact learners across the lifespan. Research in psycholinguistics and
cognitive science has identified numerous advantages associated with bilingualism, influencing

educational policies and practices worldwide.

Cognitive Advantages of Bilingualism

Bilingual individuals often demonstrate enhanced executive functioning skills, such as improved
attention control, problem-solving abilities, and cognitive flexibility. These benefits are attributed to the
constant mental management of two language systems. Additionally, bilingualism may delay the onset

of dementia and other cognitive decline related to aging.

Social and Cultural Benefits

Bilingualism fosters cross-cultural understanding and communication, enabling individuals to navigate
diverse social environments effectively. It enhances social empathy and awareness, promotes
inclusion, and strengthens cultural identity. Bilingual education programs that honor students' cultural

backgrounds contribute to positive self-esteem and community engagement.

Challenges and Considerations in Bilingual Education

Despite the numerous benefits, the foundations of bilingual education and bilingualism also
acknowledge significant challenges and considerations that educators and policymakers must address.
These challenges can affect the success and sustainability of bilingual programs and the academic

outcomes of bilingual learners.



Language Proficiency and Assessment

Assessing language proficiency accurately in both languages can be complex. Standardized tests may
not fully capture bilingual learners' abilities, leading to misidentification or underestimation of skills.

Effective assessment requires culturally and linguistically responsive tools to ensure fair evaluation.

Resource Allocation and Teacher Training

Bilingual education programs often face limitations in resources, including qualified bilingual teachers,
instructional materials, and funding. Teacher preparation programs must equip educators with the
knowledge and skills to support bilingual learners effectively, incorporating cultural competence and

pedagogical strategies specific to bilingual education.

Societal Attitudes and Policy Constraints

Negative societal attitudes toward bilingualism and restrictive language policies can hinder bilingual
education efforts. Overcoming prejudice and promoting positive perceptions of bilingualism are

essential for fostering supportive environments where bilingual education can thrive.

Best Practices for Effective Bilingual Education Programs

Implementing effective bilingual education programs requires adherence to best practices grounded in
the foundations of bilingual education and bilingualism. These practices ensure that programs meet the

linguistic, academic, and social needs of bilingual learners.

Incorporation of Cultural Competence

Integrating cultural competence into bilingual education enriches the learning experience and validates

students' cultural identities. Curriculum design should reflect diverse cultural perspectives and promote



intercultural dialogue.

Parental and Community Involvement

Engaging parents and communities in bilingual education programs fosters collaboration and support
for learners. Family involvement can enhance language development and reinforce the value of

bilingualism outside the classroom.

Ongoing Professional Development

Continuous professional development for educators ensures that they remain informed about the latest
research, instructional strategies, and technologies in bilingual education. Training should emphasize

language acquisition theories, differentiated instruction, and assessment techniques.

Balanced Language Instruction

Effective bilingual programs maintain a balance between both languages in instruction and use. This

balance supports additive bilingualism and prevents language attrition. Strategies include:

¢ Allocating equal instructional time for each language.

¢ Using content-based instruction to integrate language learning with academic subjects.

e Encouraging meaningful communication and interaction in both languages.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is bilingual education?

Bilingual education is an instructional approach that uses two languages for teaching academic
content, aiming to develop proficiency in both languages while supporting students' cognitive and

social development.

What are the main types of bilingual education programs?

The main types include Transitional Bilingual Education, Dual Language Immersion, Maintenance (or
Developmental) Bilingual Education, and Two-Way Bilingual Education, each differing in goals and

language use.

How does bilingualism benefit cognitive development?

Bilingualism enhances cognitive flexibility, improves executive function, increases metalinguistic
awareness, and can delay the onset of dementia, contributing to better problem-solving and

multitasking abilities.

What historical factors have influenced the development of bilingual

education?

Key factors include immigration patterns, civil rights movements, changing language policies, and
recognition of linguistic diversity, which have shaped the goals and implementation of bilingual

education programs.

What is the difference between additive and subtractive bilingualism?

Additive bilingualism occurs when a second language is learned without losing the first language,
enriching linguistic repertoire, while subtractive bilingualism results in the loss or diminishing of the first

language as the second is acquired.



How do sociocultural factors impact bilingual education?

Sociocultural factors such as community attitudes, family language practices, identity, and socio-
economic status influence language maintenance, student motivation, and the success of bilingual

education programs.

What role does language policy play in bilingual education?

Language policy determines how languages are used and valued in educational settings, influencing

program design, language rights, resource allocation, and the status of minority languages.

What are common challenges faced in implementing bilingual
education?

Challenges include limited qualified bilingual teachers, insufficient resources, political opposition,

balancing language proficiency goals, and addressing diverse student needs.

How is bilingualism defined in linguistic terms?

Bilingualism is the ability to use two languages proficiently, which can vary in degree, context, and
domains of use, encompassing simultaneous and sequential bilinguals.

What is the significance of cultural competence in bilingual education?

Cultural competence enables educators to respect and integrate students' cultural backgrounds,

fostering an inclusive environment that supports language learning and identity affirmation.

Additional Resources

1. Foundations of Bilingual Education and Bilingualism by Colin Baker
This comprehensive book offers an in-depth exploration of the theories, policies, and practices in

bilingual education. It covers historical perspectives, language acquisition, and the social and political



contexts influencing bilingualism. Ideal for students and educators, it provides a solid framework for

understanding bilingual education worldwide.

2. Bilingualism: Language and Cognition by Frangois Grosjean

Grosjean delves into the cognitive processes underlying bilingualism, discussing how two languages
coexist and interact in the brain. The book addresses issues such as language development,
switching, and the advantages and challenges of bilingualism. It is a valuable resource for linguists,

psychologists, and educators.

3. Language Policy and Education: Bilingual Education in the Global Context edited by James W.
Tollefson

This collection of essays examines bilingual education from a policy perspective, highlighting global
trends and challenges. Contributors analyze how language policies impact education systems and
minority language rights. The book is essential for understanding the intersection of language, politics,

and education.

4. Principles and Practice in Second Language Acquisition by Stephen D. Krashen

Krashen's influential work introduces key concepts such as the Input Hypothesis and the Affective
Filter, which have shaped bilingual education methodologies. The book explains how second
languages are acquired naturally and effectively. It remains a foundational text for language teachers

and researchers.

5. Language Development and Social Interaction in Bilingual Settings by Ellen Bialystok
Bialystok explores how bilingual children develop language skills through social interaction and
cognitive engagement. The book highlights the benefits of bilingualism on executive function and

attention control. It combines research findings with practical implications for educators and parents.

6. Heritage Language Education: A New Field Emerging edited by Johanna L. J. Valdés, Kathryn
Lindholm-Leary, Rebecca Martin, and Heidi M. K. Paez
This volume focuses on heritage language learners and the unique challenges they face in bilingual

education. It discusses curriculum development, assessment, and identity formation among heritage



speakers. The book broadens the scope of bilingual education beyond traditional models.

7. Multilingualism and Education by Jasone Cenoz and Durk Gorter

Cenoz and Gorter analyze the role of multilingualism in educational contexts, emphasizing the benefits
of additive bilingualism. The book reviews case studies and research on how multiple languages can
coexist and enrich learning environments. It is a valuable guide for educators working in increasingly

diverse classrooms.

8. Language and Identity in Bilingual Education by Nancy H. Hornberger

Hornberger examines the complex relationship between language, identity, and power in bilingual
education settings. The book discusses how language practices affect cultural identity and social
inclusion. It provides critical insights for developing inclusive and empowering bilingual education

programs.

9. The Bilingual Brain: And What It Tells Us about the Science of Language by Albert Costa

Costa presents cutting-edge research on the neurological basis of bilingualism, exploring how the brain
manages multiple languages. The book discusses cognitive advantages and potential challenges faced
by bilingual individuals. It is accessible to both specialists and general readers interested in the

science behind bilingualism.
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foundations of bilingual education and bilingualism: Foundations of Bilingual
Education and Bilingualism Colin Baker, 2001 This work provides a comprehensive introduction
to bilingualism and bilingual education. Written as an introductory text from a cross-disciplinary
perspective, the book contains 20 chapters covering individual and societal concepts in minority and
majority languages. The third edition contains updated references and the latest research findings.
Major changes for the third edition are added new topics: recent changes in bilingual education in
the United States; language loss in the world; trilingualism; recent debates on effective bilingual
education; more on the politics of bilingual education; immersion education experiences outside
Canda; biligualism in the economy; bilingualism and the information communications; and
technology revolution.

foundations of bilingual education and bilingualism: Foundations of Bilingual Education
and Bilingualism Colin Baker, Wayne E. Wright, 2017-01-17 The sixth edition of this bestselling
textbook has been substantially revised and updated to provide a comprehensive introduction to
bilingualism and bilingual education in the 21st century. Written in a compact and clear style, the
book covers all the crucial issues in bilingualism at individual, group and societal levels. Updates to
the new edition include: ¢ Greater attention to technological advances and global trends impacting
and impacted by bilingualism; ¢ New trends and issues in bilingual education, including recent
research on the effectiveness of different types of bilingual education. ¢ Issues in the assessment of
bilinguals. * The latest thinking on identity and bilingualism. * Recent developments in brain
imaging research. ¢ Discussion of the latest terms in bilingualism research including dynamic
bilingualism, translanguaging, transliteracy, and superdiversity, in addition to an enhanced look at
multilingualism. Students and instructors will benefit from new features including: * A
comprehensive glossary * A condensed and updated bibliography. * Updated international examples
of policy, research and practice * The addition of web resources and discussion questions. * Fully
revised study activities and recommended reading.

foundations of bilingual education and bilingualism: Policy and Practice in Bilingual
Education Ofelia Garcia, Colin Baker, 1995-01-01 A collection of pivotal papers from 1986-1993 on
bilingualism and bilingual education, grouped in sections on policy and legislation, implementation
of bilingual policy in schools, bilingualism in instruction, and using the bilingualism of the school
community. Articles conclude with suggested student activities and discussion questions,
encouraging students to take on an advocacy-oriented role. The reader can be used alone or with the
publisher's Foundations of Bilingual Education and Bilingualism. No index. Annotation copyright by
Book News, Inc., Portland, OR

foundations of bilingual education and bilingualism: A Parents' and Teachers' Guide to
Bilingualism Colin Baker, 2007-09-26 Written in a very reader-friendly style, the book is a practical
introduction for parents and teachers to bilingualism. Straightforward and realistic answers are
given to a comprehensive set of frequently asked questions about bilingualism and bilingual
education. Areas covered include family, language, culture, identity, reading , writing, schooling and
issues. In the third edition, there is new or more detailed consideration of: * Moving between
countries, cultural adaptation ¢ Identity issues * One parent - one language (OPOL) families ¢ Pre
schools / kindergartens / nursery schools ¢ Helping with homework ¢ Dyslexia * Language
scaffolding * Multilingualism and trilingualism; trilingual families « Adoption * WWW links, articles
and books for further reading

foundations of bilingual education and bilingualism: Foundations of Bilingual
Education and Bilingualism Colin Baker, 2011-02-18 The fifth edition of this bestselling book
provides a comprehensive introduction to bilingualism and bilingual education. In a compact and
clear style, its 19 chapters cover all the crucial issues in bilingualism at individual, group and
national levels. These include: ¢ defining who is bilingual and multilingual ¢ testing language
abilities and language use * languages in communities and minority groups ¢ endangered languages
* language planning, language revival ¢ the development of bilingualism in infancy and childhood ¢



bilingualism in the family ¢ age and language learning ¢ adult language learning ¢ bilinguals'
thinking skills ¢ bilingualism and the brain ¢ theories of bilingualism ¢ types of bilingual education °
heritage language education ¢ evaluations of bilingual education ¢ minority language literacy
biliteracy and multiliteracies ¢ effective teaching and learning methods in bilingual classrooms ¢ the
effectiveness of bilingual education in the United States ¢ the history of bilingual education in the
United States ¢ language minority underachievement e bilingual special education ¢ the assessment
of language minority children ¢ Deaf bilinguals ¢ the spread of English as a global language
learning English as a second or third language * language identity and multiple identities * the
politics surrounding language minorities and bilingual education ¢ assimilation and pluralism
bilingualism and employment ¢ bilingualism and the internet

foundations of bilingual education and bilingualism: Encyclopedia of Bilingualism and
Bilingual Education Colin Baker, Sylvia Prys Jones, 1998 This encyclopedia is divided into three
sections: individual bilingualism; bilingualism in society and bilingual education. It includes many
pictures, graphs, maps and diagrams. The book concludes with a comprehensive bibliography on
bilingualism.

foundations of bilingual education and bilingualism: Foundations of Bilingual Education
and Bilingualism Wayne E. Wright, Colin Baker, 2025-05-13 The eighth edition of this bestselling
textbook has been revised and updated to provide a comprehensive and accessible introduction to
bilingualism and bilingual education in an everchanging world. Written in a compact and clear style,
the book covers all the crucial issues in bilingualism and multilingualism at individual, group and
societal levels. Updates to the new edition include: Updated chapters with over 500 new citations
and the latest demographic and statistical information. An expanded Chapter 16 on Deaf-Signing
People, Bilingualism/Multilingualism and Bilingual Education, to give readers a thorough grounding
in the history of Deaf bilingual education, and in the latest research. Several new, or more
thoroughly covered, topics including: national, local, family and individual language policy; dynamic
bilingualism; multimodal communication; translanguaging and translanguaging pedagogy;
raciolinguistics and anti-racist education; language revival and revitalization; translanguaging
among Deaf-signing students; the hybrid, constructed, complex and fluid nature of identity; the
gentrification of bilingual education; bilingualism and economic inequalities and advantages; mobile
apps and social media; technology-enhanced language proficiency assessments; artificial intelligence
(AI); recent developments in and limitations of brain imaging research; and multilingualism on the
internet and in information technology. Important policy developments in the US context are
covered, including the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), the Seal of Biliteracy, the Science of
Reading (structured literacy), response to intervention, and state consortia for shared English
language proficiency standards and assessments (WIDA, ELPA21), and for alternative assessments
for disabled students (Dynamic Learning Maps), the US Census, Proposition 58 (California), the
LOOK Act (Massachusetts), Arizona Senate Bill 1014 and the Native American Languages
Preservation Act. Attention has also been given to expanded discussion of the Common European
Framework of Reference for Languages and its use across Europe and around the world. Efforts
have also been made to update and diversify the global examples of research, policy and practice,
with a particular focus on adding examples outside of Europe and North America. Students and
Instructors will benefit from chapter features including: New bolded key terms corresponding to a
comprehensive glossary. Recommended readings and online resources. Discussion questions and
study activities.

foundations of bilingual education and bilingualism: The Handbook of Bilingual and
Multilingual Education Wayne E. Wright, Sovicheth Boun, Ofelia Garcia, 2015-04-09 The
Handbook of Bilingual and Multilingual Education presents the first comprehensive international
reference work of the latest policies, practices, and theories related to the dynamic interdisciplinary
field of bilingual and multilingual education. Represents the first comprehensive reference work that
covers bilingual, multilingual, and multicultural educational policies and practices around the world
Features contributions from 78 established and emerging international scholars Offers extensive



coverage in sixteen chapters of language and education issues in specific and diverse
regional/geographic contexts, including South Africa, Mexico, Latvia, Cambodia, Japan, and Texas
Covers pedagogical issues such as language assessment as well as offering evolving perspectives on
the needs of specific learner populations, such as ELLs, learners with language impairments, and
bilingual education outside of the classroom

foundations of bilingual education and bilingualism: Bilingual Education Ofelia Garcia,
Colin Baker, 2007 The book contains a comprehensive selection of outstanding and influential
articles on bilingual education in the USA and the rest of the world. It is designed for instructors and
students, with questions and activities based on each of the 19 readings for students to engage in
active learning.

foundations of bilingual education and bilingualism: Second Language Students in
Mainstream Classrooms Coreen Sears, 1998-01-01 This handbook provides practical suggestions
for teachers of second language children in mainstream classrooms. It gives detailed advice on all
aspects of the needs of children from mobile families in international schools.

foundations of bilingual education and bilingualism: Multicultural Education James A.
Banks, Cherry A. McGee Banks, 2010 'Multicultural Education' is a reader which helps educators
understand the concepts, paradigms and explanations needed to become more effective
practitioners in culturally, racially and language diverse classrooms.

foundations of bilingual education and bilingualism: Parenting with an Accent Masha
Rumer, 2021-11-30 Winner of the 2023 Sarton Award for Nonfiction Merging real stories with
research and on-the-ground reporting, an award-winning journalist and immigrant explores
multicultural parenting and identity in the US Through her own stories and interviews with other
immigrant families, award-winning journalist Masha Rumer paints a realistic and compassionate
picture of what it’s like for immigrant parents raising a child in America while honoring their
cultural identities. Parenting with an Accent speaks to immigrant and non-immigrant readers alike,
incorporating a diverse collection of voices and experiences to provide an intimate look at the lives
of many different immigrant families across the country. With a compelling blend of empirical data,
humor, and on-the-ground reportage, Rumer presents interviews with experts on various aspects of
parenting as an immigrant, including the challenges of acculturation, bilingualism strategies, and
childcare. She visits a children’s Amharic class at an Ethiopian church in New York, a California
vegetable farm, a Persian immersion school, and more. Through these stories, she opens a window
to a world of parenting unique to multicultural families. Immigrant readers will appreciate Rumer’s
gentle message about the kind of ethnic and cultural ambivalence that is born of having roots
planted in many different soils, while in these pages non-immigrants get a fly-on-the-wall view of the
unique experiences of newcomers. Deeply researched yet personal, Parenting with an Accent
centers immigrants and their experiences in a new country—emphasizing how immigrants and their
children remain an integral part of America’s story.

foundations of bilingual education and bilingualism: International Handbook of English
Language Teaching Jim Cummins, Chris Davison, 2007-12-31 This two-volume handbook provides
a comprehensive examination of policy, practice, research, and theory related to English language
teaching (ELT) in international contexts. Nearly 70 chapters highlight the research foundation for
the best practices, frameworks for policy decisions, and areas of consensus and controversy in the
teaching and development of English as a second and/or additional language for kindergarten
through to adult speakers of languages other than English. In doing so it problematizes traditional
dichotomies and challenges the very terms that provide the traditional foundations of the field. A
wide range of terms has been used to refer to the key players involved in the teaching and learning
of the English language and to the enterprise of English language teaching as a whole. At various
times and in different contexts, the following labels have been used in countries where English is the
dominant language to describe programs, learners, or teachers of Enghsh: English as a second
language (ESL), English as an additional language (EAL), limited English proficient (LEP), and
English language learners (ELL). In contexts where EngUsh is not the dominant language, the



following terms have been used: English as a foreign language (EFL), English as an international
language (EIL), and English as a lingua franca (ELF).

foundations of bilingual education and bilingualism: Adding English Elizabeth Coelho,
2004 A comprehensive source of ideas and advice for enhancing the learning of all students in all
subject areas and at all grade levels.

foundations of bilingual education and bilingualism: Educating Emergent Bilinguals Ofelia
Garcia, Jo Anne Kleifgen, Claudia Cervantes-Soon, 2025 In this updated edition, Ofelia Garcia and Jo
Anne Kleifgen are joined by Claudia Cervantes-Soon to bring forth a just vision for the education of
language minoritized students in the United States. The authors use accessible language to
introduce policies, programs, research, and practices to equitably educate these students. This
widely used textbook has been expanded to explore the potential of translanguaging and the
promises and pitfalls of Artificial Intelligence. It also addresses the harmful role that colonialism and
raciolinguistic ideologies play, offering guidance for transforming policies and practices to improve
the education of emergent bilinguals. Updated chapters consider the theoretical constructs,
empirical evidence, and pedagogical practices related to the five most important aspects of the
education of emergent bilinguals in K-12 classrooms: language and literacy considerations;
curriculum and pedagogy; family and community engagement; assessment; and digital technologies
and learning. Readers will find innovative recommendations to help them imagine the possibilities
and make changes that will transform education for some of the most disadvantaged students. Book
Features: Highlights the importance of leveraging all the linguistic and cultural practices of
emergent bilinguals. Provides succinct descriptions of alternative practices for transforming our
schools and students’ futures.Uncovers the deleterious effects of not only colonialism, but also
capitalism, patriarchy, and racism. Considers the social cataclysms, including a global pandemic,
that have affected minoritized communities, as well as teachers and students.Explores the
development of new technologies that are altering the ways in which we educate children.

foundations of bilingual education and bilingualism: Inclusion, Education and
Translanguaging Julie A. Panagiotopoulou, Lisa Rosen, Jenna Strzykala, 2020-08-17 This open
access book is designed as an international anthology on the broader subject of inclusion, education,
social justice and translanguaging. Prefaced by Ofelia Garcia, the volume unites conceptional and
empirical contributions focusing on various actors within educational institutions, from early
childhood to secondary education and teacher training, while offering insights into multiple
European and North-American educational systems.

foundations of bilingual education and bilingualism: Immersion Education Padraig O
Duibhir, 2018-05-01 The body of research in this volume offers a detailed account of the success of
young immersion learners of Irish in becoming competent speakers of the minority language. Taking
account of in-class and out-of-class factors, it examines the variety of Irish spoken by the pupils, the
extent to which the Irish spoken deviates from native-speaker norms, the degree to which pupils are
aware of and attempt to acquire a native-like variety and the extent to which issues of identity and
motivation are involved. The results highlight the limitations of an immersion system in generating
active and accurate users of the language outside the immersion setting and will help immersion
educators to gain a greater understanding of how young immersion learners learn and acquire the
target language. The findings are placed in the context of other one-way immersion programmes
internationally with a particular focus on minority language settings, and make an important
contribution not only to our understanding of the Irish issues, but how the Irish situation can be
placed in a broader scholarly and socio-political context.

foundations of bilingual education and bilingualism: A Parents' and Teachers' Guide to
Bilingualism Colin Baker, 2014-04-08 In this accessible guide to bilingualism in the family and the
classroom, Colin Baker delivers a realistic picture of the joys and difficulties of raising bilingual
children. The Q&A format of this book makes it the natural choice for the busy parent or teacher
who needs an easy reference guide to the most frequently asked questions. This revised edition
includes more information on bilingualism in the digital age, and incorporates the latest research in



areas such as neonatal language experience, multilingualism, language mixing and the effect that
siblings have on family language choice.
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