
fort robinson museum & history center
fort robinson museum & history center serves as a vital institution dedicated
to preserving and presenting the rich history of Fort Robinson, a landmark
with deep military, cultural, and regional significance. Located in Nebraska,
this museum and history center offers visitors an immersive experience into
the past, highlighting the fort’s role from the late 19th century through its
evolution over time. The fort itself played a critical role in the U.S.
military frontier operations, Native American relations, and later served
multiple functions including a cavalry post and a prisoner of war camp. This
article explores the extensive collections, exhibits, and educational
opportunities that the Fort Robinson Museum & History Center provides,
revealing how it stands as a guardian of heritage in the region. From
detailed artifacts to engaging displays, the center offers a comprehensive
look into the historical narratives connected to Fort Robinson. The following
sections will guide readers through the museum’s history, key exhibits,
educational programs, and visitor information, ensuring a thorough
understanding of its significance.
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History of Fort Robinson

Origins and Military Significance
Fort Robinson was established in 1874 originally as Camp Robinson and later
designated as a fort in 1878. It was strategically positioned in the Nebraska
Panhandle to serve as a military post during the Indian Wars, particularly to
monitor and control the movements of Native American tribes such as the
Sioux. The fort became a crucial supply and cavalry base during this
turbulent period in American history. Its location and purpose made it a key
site for military operations, including the Red Cloud Agency and the
aftermath of the Battle of the Little Bighorn.



Role in Native American History
The Fort Robinson Museum & History Center deeply explores the fort’s complex
interactions with Native American peoples. The fort was involved in the
forced relocation of the Lakota Sioux and played a prominent role in the
tragic events surrounding the Northern Cheyenne Exodus in 1878-79. The
history center provides detailed narratives about these encounters,
highlighting the fort’s impact on Native American communities and the broader
implications for U.S. government policies during westward expansion.

Evolving Functions through the 20th Century
After its initial military use, Fort Robinson transitioned through multiple
roles including serving as a training site during World War I and as a
prisoner of war camp in World War II. The fort’s military significance
extended well into the 20th century, adapting to the changing needs of the
U.S. armed forces. The museum preserves artifacts and stories from these
periods, offering insights into the fort’s continuous operational importance.

Exhibits and Collections

Artifacts and Military Memorabilia
The Fort Robinson Museum & History Center houses an extensive collection of
artifacts that reflect the fort’s military heritage. These include uniforms,
weapons, cavalry equipment, and personal belongings of soldiers stationed at
the fort. The collection provides a tangible connection to the life and times
of the military personnel who served at Fort Robinson during its active
years.

Native American Cultural Displays
The museum features dedicated exhibits focusing on the Native American tribes
associated with the region and their interactions with the fort. Visitors can
view traditional clothing, tools, and artwork alongside interpretive panels
that contextualize the cultural significance and historical experiences of
the Sioux, Cheyenne, and other tribes. This section emphasizes respect and
understanding of indigenous perspectives.

Historical Buildings and Outdoor Exhibits
Beyond indoor exhibits, the museum complex includes several preserved
historical buildings that visitors can explore. These structures, such as
officers’ quarters, barracks, and stables, offer an authentic glimpse into



life at the fort. Outdoor exhibits include artillery pieces, cavalry horses’
stables, and interpretive trails that narrate key historical events tied to
specific locations on the grounds.

Highlights of the Collection

Original cavalry saddles and horse tack

Period firearms and edged weapons

Native American artifacts and regalia

Documents and photographs from the fort’s operational years

World War II prisoner of war camp memorabilia

Educational Programs and Events

Guided Tours and Interpretive Programs
The Fort Robinson Museum & History Center offers a variety of guided tours
led by knowledgeable staff and volunteers. These tours provide detailed
historical accounts, connect artifacts to broader narratives, and answer
visitor questions. Interpretive programs are tailored for different
audiences, including school groups, history enthusiasts, and military history
buffs.

Workshops and Lectures
In addition to tours, the museum hosts workshops and lectures focusing on
specific aspects of Fort Robinson’s history. Topics often include military
strategy, Native American heritage, and the fort’s role in national events.
These educational opportunities foster deeper engagement with the historical
material and encourage community involvement.

Special Events and Reenactments
Throughout the year, the history center organizes special events such as
historical reenactments, commemorative ceremonies, and cultural celebrations.
These events bring history to life, allowing visitors to experience authentic
demonstrations of cavalry drills, period crafts, and traditional Native



American practices. Such events enhance the educational value and appeal of
the museum.

Visitor Information

Location and Hours
The Fort Robinson Museum & History Center is located in Crawford, Nebraska,
within the Fort Robinson State Park. It is accessible by car and offers ample
parking for visitors. The museum operates seasonally, typically from spring
through fall, with specific hours that accommodate tourists and local
visitors alike. Checking the current schedule before planning a visit is
recommended.

Admission and Accessibility
Admission fees are reasonable and help support the preservation efforts of
the museum and the fort grounds. Discounts are often available for seniors,
students, and groups. The facility strives to be accessible to all visitors,
including accommodations for those with mobility challenges. Staff members
are available to assist visitors in navigating the exhibits and facilities.

Amenities and Visitor Services
The museum provides various amenities to enhance the visitor experience,
including:

A gift shop featuring historical books, souvenirs, and local crafts

Restroom facilities conveniently located near the museum entrance

Picnic areas and nearby trails for outdoor enjoyment

Informational brochures and maps to guide exploration of the fort
grounds

Planning a Visit
Visitors are encouraged to allocate several hours to fully explore the
museum, history center, and outdoor exhibits. Combining a visit to Fort
Robinson with other nearby attractions can enrich the experience of
Nebraska’s historical and natural offerings. Educational groups and tour



organizers can arrange special programming in advance to maximize the
learning opportunities available at the museum.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the historical significance of Fort Robinson
Museum & History Center?
Fort Robinson Museum & History Center preserves and showcases the rich
history of Fort Robinson, a former U.S. Army fort that played a crucial role
in the Indian Wars, World War II, and served as a key military installation
in Nebraska.

What exhibits can visitors expect at the Fort
Robinson Museum & History Center?
Visitors can explore exhibits featuring Native American artifacts, military
memorabilia, pioneer life displays, and information about the fort's role in
various historical events, including the Cheyenne Outbreak and the use of the
fort during World War II.

Are there any guided tours available at Fort
Robinson Museum & History Center?
Yes, the museum offers guided tours that provide in-depth information about
the fort’s history, significant events, and the lives of soldiers and Native
Americans associated with Fort Robinson.

What are the operating hours and admission fees for
the Fort Robinson Museum & History Center?
Operating hours and admission fees may vary seasonally. It is recommended to
check the official Fort Robinson State Park website or contact the museum
directly for the most current information on hours and ticket prices.

Can the Fort Robinson Museum & History Center be
rented for events or educational programs?
Yes, the museum and history center often accommodate educational programs,
group visits, and special events. Interested parties should contact the Fort
Robinson administrative office to inquire about availability and rental
policies.



Additional Resources
1. Fort Robinson: The History and Legacy of Nebraska’s Military Outpost
This book explores the establishment and evolution of Fort Robinson,
detailing its role in American military history. It covers the fort’s
significance during the Indian Wars, its use as a cavalry outpost, and its
transition into a historical museum. Rich with photographs and firsthand
accounts, it offers readers a comprehensive look at the fort’s impact on
Nebraska and the broader American West.

2. The Story of the Nebraska Indian Wars and Fort Robinson
Focusing on the turbulent period of the Nebraska Indian Wars, this book
examines how Fort Robinson became a critical site during conflicts between
Native American tribes and the U.S. government. It highlights key events,
including the Cheyenne surrender and the tragic aftermath. The narrative
provides context on the cultural and political dynamics that shaped the
region’s history.

3. Ghosts of Fort Robinson: Legends and Lore from the Old Frontier
This volume delves into the legends, ghost stories, and folklore surrounding
Fort Robinson. Combining historical facts with eerie tales, it invites
readers to explore the mysterious side of the fort’s past. The book is ideal
for those interested in the supernatural aspects linked to historic military
sites.

4. Cavalry and Conflict: Fort Robinson in the American West
A detailed military history, this book chronicles the role of Fort Robinson
as a cavalry base during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. It examines
the daily life of soldiers stationed there and the fort’s strategic
importance in the American West. The author also discusses how the fort
adapted to changing military needs over time.

5. Fort Robinson Museum & History Center: A Visitor’s Guide
Perfect for tourists and history enthusiasts, this guidebook provides an
overview of the exhibits and artifacts housed at the Fort Robinson Museum &
History Center. It includes maps, descriptions of key displays, and tips for
making the most of a visit. The book enhances the museum experience by
contextualizing the fort’s historical significance.

6. The Cheyenne Outbreak: Fort Robinson’s Darkest Day
This book focuses on the 1879 Fort Robinson massacre, where Northern Cheyenne
prisoners attempted a desperate escape. It presents a detailed account of the
events, the motivations of the Cheyenne, and the subsequent military
response. The narrative offers insight into one of the most tragic and
pivotal moments in the fort’s history.

7. From Frontier Fort to Historic Landmark: The Preservation of Fort Robinson
Chronicling the efforts to preserve and restore Fort Robinson, this book
highlights the challenges and successes in maintaining this historic site. It
details the transformation from an active military fort to a museum and
historical center. Readers learn about the community’s role in protecting



this important piece of American heritage.

8. Life at Fort Robinson: Diaries and Letters from Soldiers and Settlers
This collection features personal diaries, letters, and memoirs of those who
lived and worked at Fort Robinson. Offering a firsthand perspective, the book
reveals the daily struggles, hopes, and experiences of soldiers, officers,
and their families. It paints a vivid picture of life on the frontier during
a transformative era.

9. Fort Robinson and the Northern Plains: A Cultural History
Exploring the broader cultural context, this book examines Fort Robinson’s
interactions with Native American tribes, settlers, and the changing
landscape of the Northern Plains. It provides an analysis of the social and
cultural exchanges that occurred at the fort and its surroundings. The work
emphasizes the fort’s role as a crossroads of diverse peoples and histories.
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  fort robinson museum history center: Forts of the Northern Plains Jeff Barnes,
  fort robinson museum history center: War Monuments, Museums and Library
Collections of 20th Century Conflicts Steve Rajtar, Frances Elizabeth Franks, 2015-07-11 This
unique state-by-state directory covers monuments, memorials, museums, markers, statues and
library collections that relate to the veterans, weapons, vehicles, airplanes, victims or any other
aspect of war in which the United States participated. While a site may have been created before
1900 (such as a fort), there must be some operational or historical tie to a twentieth century conflict
to be included here. General collections, such as museums of aviation, are included if they house
materials related to a twentieth century conflict. The coverage is so thorough that statues honoring
veterans of the Civil War appear if veterans of later wars are on their rosters of honorees. Another
example of the comprehensiveness of this compilation is in the inclusion of memorials to victims of
war such as the Holocaust Museum in Houston, Texas. For each site, the following information is
given: street address, phone number, website and email address (if applicable), days and hours of
operation, admission fees, other necessary information, and a brief description of the site.
  fort robinson museum history center: Directory of Historical Organizations in the United
States and Canada American Association for State and Local History, 2002 This multi-functional
reference is a useful tool to find information about history-related organizations and programs and
to contact those working in history across the country.
  fort robinson museum history center: Great Plains Forts Jay H. Buckley, Jeffery D. Nokes,
2023-12 Great Plains Forts introduces readers to the fortifications that have impacted the lives of
Indigenous peoples, fur trappers and traders, travelers, and military personnel on the Great Plains
and prairies from precontact times to the present. Using stories to introduce patterns in fortification
construction and use, Jay H. Buckley and Jeffery D. Nokes explore the eras of fort-building on the
Great Plains from Canada to Texas. Stories about fortifications and fortified cities built by
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Indigenous peoples reveal the lesser-known history of precontact violence on the plains. Great Plains
Forts includes stories of Spanish presidios and French and British outposts in their respective
borderlands. Forts played a crucial role in the international fur trade and served as emporiums along
the overland trails and along riverway corridors as Euro-Americans traveled into the American West.
Soldiers and families resided in these military outposts, and this military presence in turn affected
Indigenous Plains peoples. The appendix includes a reference guide organized by state and province,
enabling readers to search easily for specific forts.
  fort robinson museum history center: Road Trip USA Editors of Thunder Bay Press,
2022-05-31 Plenty of puzzles to keep everyone entertained while you tour the country! Puzzle your
way across the country with Road Trip USA! Packed with crosswords, word searches, matching
games, and quizzes, this is the ideal activity book for passing the time while you’re on the road, or
while relaxing at home after a family vacation. Test your knowledge of famous landmarks, national
parks, tourist attractions, and cities from every corner of America. Road Trip USA offers something
for puzzle fans everywhere, making it a great way for families and friends to put their heads
together and share in some puzzle-solving fun.
  fort robinson museum history center: Fort Robinson and the American Century,
1900-1948 Thomas R. Buecker, 2004 Most fort histories end when the military lowers the flag for
the last time and the soldiers march out. In contrast, Fort Robinson—occupied and used for more
than fifty years since its abandonment by the U.S. army—has taken on new roles. This book recounts
the story of this famous northwestern Nebraska army post as it underwent remarkable
transformation in the first half of the twentieth century. In the early 1900s, Fort Robinson hosted the
last of the African American buffalo soldiers to serve in Nebraska. In the 1920s and 1930s the fort
procured and issued thousands of horses for the U.S. army’s largest remount depot. During World
War II, Fort Robinson housed the army’s primary war dog training center and served as a major
internment camp for German prisoners of war. After 1948, Fort Robinson became a beef research
center and is now the state’s premier park. Fort Robinson and the American Century, 1900-1948, is
based on more than twenty years of archival research as well as the personal recollections of the
men and women who served at the fort. More than ninety photographs and five maps supplement
the narrative.
  fort robinson museum history center: USA Word Search Puzzles Frank J. D'Agostino, Ilene
J. Rattiner, 2019-04-17 This collection of word search puzzles — two for each state — will challenge
and entertain dedicated puzzle enthusiasts with all kinds of United States history, geography, and
trivia. Enjoy hunting for terms associated with the names of state birds, flowers, cities, mountains,
rivers, local attractions, famous residents, and much more. It's a fun and stimulating way to increase
your vocabulary and knowledge of all fifty great states. And don't worry if you get stumped;
complete solutions are provided in the back of the book.
  fort robinson museum history center: Nebraskaland , 2014
  fort robinson museum history center: The Northern Cheyenne Exodus in History and
Memory Ramon Powers, James N. Leiker, 2012-09-13 The exodus of the Northern Cheyennes in
1878 and 1879, an attempt to flee from Indian Territory to their Montana homeland, is an important
event in American Indian history. It is equally important in the history of towns like Oberlin, Kansas,
where Cheyenne warriors killed more than forty settlers. The Cheyennes, in turn, suffered losses
through violent encounters with the U.S. Army. More than a century later, the story remains familiar
because it has been told by historians and novelists, and on film. In The Northern Cheyenne Exodus
in History and Memory, James N. Leiker and Ramon Powers explore how the event has been
remembered, told, and retold. They examine the recollections of Indians and settlers and their
descendants, and they consider local history, mass-media treatments, and literature to draw
thought-provoking conclusions about how this story has changed over time. The Cheyennes’ journey
has always been recounted in melodramatic stereotypes, and for the last fifty years most versions
have featured “noble savages” trying to reclaim their birthright. Here, Leiker and Powers
deconstruct those stereotypes and transcend them, pointing out that history is never so simple. “The



Cheyennes’ flight,” they write, “had left white and Indian bones alike scattered along its route from
Oklahoma to Montana.” In this view, the descendants of the Cheyennes and the settlers they
encountered are all westerners who need history as a “way of explaining the bones and arrowheads”
that littered the plains. Leiker and Powers depict a rural West whose diverse
peoples—Euro-American and Native American alike—seek to preserve their heritage through
memory and history. Anyone who lives in the contemporary Great Plains or who wants to understand
the West as a whole will find this book compelling.
  fort robinson museum history center: January Moon Jerome A. Greene, 2020-04-16 Historian
Jerome A. Greene is renowned for his memorable chronicles of egregious events involving American
Indians and the U.S. military, including Sand Creek, Washita, and Wounded Knee. Now, in January
Moon, Greene draws from extensive research and fieldwork to explore a signal—and appallingly
brutal—event in American history: the desperate flight of Chief Dull Knife’s Northern Cheyenne
Indians from imprisonment at Fort Robinson, Nebraska. In the wake of the Great Sioux War of
1876–77, the U.S. government expelled most Northern Cheyennes from their northern plains
homeland to Indian Territory, in present-day Oklahoma. Following mounting hardships, many of
those people, under Chiefs Dull Knife and Little Wolf, broke away, seeking to return north. While
Little Wolf’s band managed initially to elude pursuing U.S. troops, Dull Knife’s people were captured
in 1878 and ushered into a makeshift barrack prison at Camp (later Fort) Robinson, where they
spent months waiting for government officials to decide their fate. It is here that Greene’s riveting
narrative edges toward its climax. On the night of January 9, 1879, in a bloody struggle with troops,
Dull Knife’s people staged a massive breakout from their barrack prison in a last-ditch bid for
freedom. Greene paints a vivid picture of their frantic escape, which took place under an unusually
brilliant moon that doomed many of those fleeing by silhouetting them against the snow. A climactic
engagement at Antelope Creek proved especially devastating, and the helpless people were nearly
annihilated. In gripping detail, Greene follows the survivors’ dreadful experiences into their
aftermath, including creation of the Northern Cheyenne Reservation. Carrying the story to the
present day, he describes Cheyenne tribal events commemorating the breakout—all designed to
ensure that the injustices of nineteenth-century U.S. government policy will never be forgotten.
  fort robinson museum history center: Nebraska State Historical Society Annual Report
Nebraska State Historical Society, 2015
  fort robinson museum history center: Genealogist's Address Book. 6th Edition Elizabeth
Petty Bentley, 2009-02 This book is the answer to the perennial question, What's out there in the
world of genealogy? What organizations, institutions, special resources, and websites can help me?
Where do I write or phone or send e-mail? Once again, Elizabeth Bentley's Address Book answers
these questions and more. Now in its 6th edition, The Genealogist's Address Book gives you access
to all the key sources of genealogical information, providing names, addresses, phone numbers, fax
numbers, e-mail addresses, websites, names of contact persons, and other pertinent information for
more than 27,000 organizations, including libraries, archives, societies, government agencies, vital
records offices, professional bodies, publications, research centers, and special interest groups.
  fort robinson museum history center: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in Section
170 (c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 , 2004
  fort robinson museum history center: The Official Museum Directory 1991 , 1990
  fort robinson museum history center: Detour Nebraska: Historic Destinations & Natural
Wonders Gretchen M. Garrison, 2017 For many, Nebraska is the flat prairie seen from the
interstate. Yet with the Sandhills, bluffs and river valleys, the state has an abundance of riches. The
heritage of early settlers is evident. Fort Kearny and Chimney Rock were pioneer harbors. The Fur
Trade Museum and the Homestead Monument of America tell of those who came to make a life.
Carhenge is a nationally known treasure. The Joslyn Art Museum features world-class art, and the
Nebraska National Forest is the largest hand-planted forest in the nation. Native Nebraskan
Gretchen Garrison details the places and people that make the Cornhusker State unique.
  fort robinson museum history center: Valentine T. McGillycuddy Candy Moulton,



2015-05-01 On a September day in 1877, hundreds of Sioux and soldiers at Camp Robinson crowded
around a fatally injured Lakota leader. A young doctor forced his way through the crowd, only to see
the victim fading before him. It was the famed Crazy Horse. From intense moments like this to
encounters with such legendary western figures as Calamity Jane and Red Cloud, Valentine Trant
O'Connell McGillycuddy's life (1849–1939) encapsulated key events in American history that
changed the lives of Native people forever. In Valentine T. McGillycuddy: Army Surgeon, Agent to
the Sioux, the first biography of the man in seventy years, award-winning author Candy Moulton
explores McGillycuddy's fascinating experiences on the northern plains as topographer,
cartographer, physician, and Indian agent. Drawing on family papers, interviews, government
documents, and a host of other sources, Moulton presents a colorful character—a thin, blue-eyed,
cultured physician who could outdrink trail-hardened soldiers. In fresh, vivid prose, she traces
McGillycuddy's work mapping out the U.S.-Canadian border; treating the wounded from the battles
of the Rosebud, the Little Bighorn, and Slim Buttes; tending to Crazy Horse during his final hours;
and serving as agent to the Sioux at Pine Ridge, where he clashed with Chief Red Cloud over the
government's assimilation policies. Along the way, Moulton weaves in the perspective of
McGillycuddy's devoted first wife, Fanny, who followed her husband west and wrote of the realities
of camp life. McGillycuddy's doctoring of Crazy Horse marked only one point of his interaction with
American Indians. But those relationships were also just one aspect of his life in the West, which
extended well into the twentieth century. Enhanced by more than 20 photographs, this long-overdue
biography offers general readers and historians an engaging adventure story as well as insight into a
period of tumultuous change.
  fort robinson museum history center: The Spirit and the Sky Mark Hollabaugh, 2017-06 The
interest of nineteenth-century Lakotas in the Sun, the Moon, and the stars was an essential part of
their never-ending quest to understand their world. The Spirit and the Sky presents a survey of the
ethnoastronomy of the nineteenth-century Lakotas and relates Lakota astronomy to their cultural
practices and beliefs. The center of Lakota belief is the incomprehensible, extraordinary, and sacred
nature of the world in which they live. The earth beneath and the stars above constitute their holistic
world. Mark Hollabaugh offers a detailed analysis of aspects of Lakota culture that have a bearing
on Lakota astronomy, including telling time, their names for the stars and constellations as they
appeared from the Great Plains, and the phenomena of meteor showers, eclipses, and the aurora
borealis. Hollabaugh’s explanation of the cause of the aurora that occurred at the death of Black Elk
in 1950 is a new contribution to ethnoastronomy.
  fort robinson museum history center: The Nebraska Adventure Jean A. Lukesh, 2021
  fort robinson museum history center: Nebraska Moments Donald R. Hickey, Susan A.
Wunder, John R. Wunder, 2007-01-01 An account of defining Nebraska moments, including:
surviving the Oregon and Mormon trails; completing the Union Pacific Railroad; and winning
national football championships, Nobel and Pulitzer prices, and presidential nominations.
  fort robinson museum history center: American Carnage Jerome A. Greene, 2014-04-11 As
the year 1890 wound to a close, a band of more than three hundred Lakota Sioux Indians led by
Chief Big Foot made their way toward South Dakota’s Pine Ridge Reservation to join other Lakotas
seeking peace. Fearing that Big Foot’s band was headed instead to join “hostile” Lakotas, U.S.
troops surrounded the group on Wounded Knee Creek. Tensions mounted, and on the morning of
December 29, as the Lakotas prepared to give up their arms, disaster struck. Accounts vary on what
triggered the violence as Indians and soldiers unleashed thunderous gunfire at each other, but the
consequences were horrific: some 200 innocent Lakota men, women, and children were slaughtered.
American Carnage—the first comprehensive account of Wounded Knee to appear in more than fifty
years—explores the complex events preceding the tragedy, the killings, and their troubled legacy. In
this gripping tale, Jerome A. Greene—renowned specialist on the Indian wars—explores why the
bloody engagement happened and demonstrates how it became a brutal massacre. Drawing on a
wealth of sources, including previously unknown testimonies, Greene examines the events from both
Native and non-Native perspectives, explaining the significance of treaties, white settlement,



political disputes, and the Ghost Dance as influential factors in what eventually took place. He
addresses controversial questions: Was the action premeditated? Was the Seventh Cavalry
motivated by revenge after its humiliating defeat at the Battle of the Little Bighorn? Should soldiers
have received Medals of Honor? He also recounts the futile efforts of Lakota survivors and their
descendants to gain recognition for their terrible losses. Epic in scope and poignant in its recounting
of human suffering, American Carnage presents the reality—and denial—of our nation’s last frontier
massacre. It will leave an indelible mark on our understanding of American history.
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