fort walton science museum

fort walton science museum stands as a premier destination for science enthusiasts and families
seeking educational entertainment in the Florida Panhandle. Dedicated to fostering curiosity and
inspiring learning, this museum offers a diverse range of exhibits and interactive displays that cover
topics from natural history to space exploration. Visitors to the Fort Walton Science Museum can
expect hands-on experiences designed to engage all age groups, making complex scientific concepts
accessible and enjoyable. The museum serves as a hub for community events, educational programs,
and special exhibitions that highlight both local and global scientific achievements. This article will
explore the key features of the Fort Walton Science Museum, its educational offerings, visitor
information, and the unique experiences that make it a standout attraction in Fort Walton Beach. The
following sections provide a detailed overview for anyone interested in visiting or learning more about
this institution.

e Overview of the Fort Walton Science Museum

¢ Exhibits and Interactive Displays

e Educational Programs and Community Engagement
e Visitor Information and Amenities

e Special Events and Temporary Exhibits

Overview of the Fort Walton Science Museum

The Fort Walton Science Museum is a well-established educational facility located in Fort Walton
Beach, Florida. It aims to promote science literacy and inspire innovation through a variety of exhibits
and programs. The museum's mission emphasizes hands-on learning and interactive experiences that
encourage visitors to explore scientific principles in an engaging environment. Established to serve
both the local community and tourists, the museum has grown to include a wide array of scientific
disciplines, from geology and biology to astronomy and technology. Its strategic location near the Gulf
Coast makes it an accessible and popular destination for educational field trips and family outings.

History and Mission

The Fort Walton Science Museum was founded with the goal of enhancing public understanding of
science and technology. Its mission centers on creating educational opportunities that foster curiosity
and critical thinking skills among visitors of all ages. Over the years, the museum has expanded its
facilities and programs to meet the evolving interests of the community and to incorporate the latest
scientific discoveries and technologies.



Location and Accessibility

Conveniently situated in Fort Walton Beach, the museum is easily accessible by car and public
transportation. It offers ample parking and is designed to be accessible to visitors with disabilities.
The location also provides proximity to other cultural and recreational attractions, making it an ideal
stop for tourists exploring the region.

Exhibits and Interactive Displays

The core attraction of the Fort Walton Science Museum lies in its diverse exhibits that cover a broad
spectrum of scientific fields. These exhibits are designed to be interactive and educational, allowing
visitors to engage directly with the concepts being presented. The museum continually updates its
displays to incorporate new scientific knowledge and to maintain visitor interest.

Permanent Exhibits
The museum features several permanent exhibits that highlight key areas of science:

* Natural History: Showcasing fossils, minerals, and local wildlife specimens to explore earth
sciences and biology.

e Astronomy: Including models of the solar system, telescopes, and space exploration artifacts
to educate about the universe.

e Technology and Engineering: Interactive stations where visitors can experiment with simple
machines, circuits, and robotics.

e Environmental Science: Exhibits focused on ecosystems, conservation efforts, and the impact
of human activities on the environment.

Hands-On Learning Stations

In addition to static displays, the museum offers numerous hands-on stations where visitors can
conduct experiments and participate in demonstrations. These interactive features are particularly
popular with children and school groups, as they help reinforce scientific concepts through active
participation.

Educational Programs and Community Engagement

The Fort Walton Science Museum places a strong emphasis on education, offering a range of
programs designed to support formal and informal learning. These programs are tailored to different
age groups and educational levels, providing opportunities for lifelong learning within the community.



School Field Trips and Curriculum Support

Local schools frequently partner with the museum to organize field trips that complement classroom
curricula. The museum provides guided tours, educational workshops, and curriculum-aligned lesson
plans to enhance student understanding of scientific topics. These collaborations help students apply
theoretical knowledge in a practical setting.

Workshops and Camps

The museum hosts workshops and science camps throughout the year, particularly during school
holidays. These programs cover various themes such as robotics, chemistry, environmental science,
and astronomy. They are designed to engage young learners in STEM (science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics) fields through fun and educational activities.

Community Events and Lectures

To foster a culture of science within the broader community, the museum organizes public lectures,
science fairs, and themed events. These activities provide platforms for local scientists, educators,
and enthusiasts to share knowledge and inspire interest in scientific pursuits among residents and
visitors alike.

Visitor Information and Amenities

Planning a visit to the Fort Walton Science Museum is straightforward, with visitor services focused on
comfort, accessibility, and convenience. The museum strives to provide a welcoming environment for
families, educators, and tourists.

Hours of Operation and Admission

The museum maintains regular operating hours that accommodate both weekday educational visits
and weekend family outings. Admission fees are reasonable, with discounts available for seniors,
children, and groups. Special rates or free entry days may be offered periodically to encourage
community participation.

Facilities and Accessibility

Facilities at the museum include a gift shop, restrooms, and seating areas. The museum is fully
accessible to visitors with mobility challenges, including ramps and wheelchair-accessible exhibits.
Staff members are trained to assist guests and ensure a positive experience for all.

Visitor Guidelines

To maintain a safe and enjoyable environment, the museum provides clear visitor guidelines



regarding conduct, photography, and exhibit interaction. These rules help protect the exhibits and
ensure that all guests can benefit from the educational offerings.

Special Events and Temporary Exhibits

The Fort Walton Science Museum regularly hosts special events and temporary exhibits that highlight
current scientific topics or celebrate milestones in science and technology. These events often attract
repeat visitors and generate increased community interest.

Seasonal Exhibits

Temporary exhibits rotate throughout the year and may focus on themes such as marine biology,
space missions, or emerging technologies. These exhibits often include interactive components and
expert-led tours to deepen visitor engagement.

Annual Science Festivals

The museum participates in or organizes annual science festivals that bring together a variety of
educational and entertainment activities. These festivals feature guest speakers, hands-on
workshops, competitions, and demonstrations designed to celebrate science in an inclusive and
festive atmosphere.

Collaborations and Partnerships

Collaborations with universities, research institutions, and other museums enable the Fort Walton
Science Museum to host unique exhibits and events. These partnerships enhance the museum’s
offerings by bringing cutting-edge science and expert knowledge to the local community.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main exhibits at the Fort Walton Science
Museum?

The Fort Walton Science Museum features interactive exhibits on space exploration, local ecosystems,
robotics, and physics demonstrations designed to engage visitors of all ages.

What are the museum's hours of operation?

The Fort Walton Science Museum is typically open Tuesday through Saturday from 10 AM to 5 PM, and
Sunday from 1 PM to 5 PM. It is closed on Mondays. However, it is recommended to check their official
website for the most current hours.



Is the Fort Walton Science Museum suitable for children?

Yes, the museum offers numerous hands-on exhibits and educational programs specifically designed
for children and families to encourage learning through interactive experiences.

Are there any special events or programs at the Fort Walton
Science Museum?

The museum regularly hosts special events such as science workshops, guest lectures, summer
camps, and themed exhibit nights to provide additional educational opportunities.

How much is the admission fee to the Fort Walton Science
Museum?

Admission fees vary; generally, adults pay around $8-$10, children and seniors receive discounted
rates, and sometimes there are free admission days. It is best to check the museum's website for the
latest pricing.

Where is the Fort Walton Science Museum located?

The Fort Walton Science Museum is located in Fort Walton Beach, Florida, at 114 Miracle Strip
Parkway SE, near other cultural and recreational attractions.

Does the Fort Walton Science Museum have facilities for
school field trips?

Yes, the museum offers tailored educational programs and guided tours for school groups to
complement their science curriculum and provide hands-on learning experiences.

Can visitors book private events or birthday parties at the
Fort Walton Science Museum?

Yes, the museum provides options to host private events, including birthday parties, with access to
exhibits and special activities arranged by museum staff.

Is the Fort Walton Science Museum accessible for visitors with
disabilities?

The museum strives to be accessible to all visitors, providing wheelchair access, accessible
restrooms, and accommodations upon request to ensure an inclusive experience.

What COVID-19 safety measures are in place at the Fort
Walton Science Museum?

The museum follows local health guidelines, which may include mask requirements, social distancing,
enhanced cleaning protocols, and limited capacity to ensure visitor safety. Visitors should check the



museum's website for current policies before visiting.

Additional Resources

1. Exploring Fort Walton Science Museum: A Family Guide

This book serves as a comprehensive guide for families planning a visit to the Fort Walton Science
Museum. It highlights key exhibits, interactive displays, and educational programs designed to
engage visitors of all ages. With practical tips and fun facts, readers can maximize their museum
experience.

2. The History and Evolution of Fort Walton Science Museum

Delve into the origins and development of the Fort Walton Science Museum in this detailed historical
account. The book covers the museum’s founding, major milestones, and the expansion of its
scientific collections. It provides an insightful look into how the museum has grown as a center for
science education.

3. Science Wonders at Fort Walton: Exhibits and Innovations

Discover the fascinating exhibits and cutting-edge innovations featured at the Fort Walton Science
Museum. This book explores various scientific fields represented in the museum, including astronomy,
biology, and physics. Each chapter highlights standout displays and the stories behind them.

4. Interactive Learning: Hands-On Science at Fort Walton Museum

Focused on the museum’s interactive approach to science education, this book showcases the hands-
on activities and workshops available to visitors. It emphasizes the importance of experiential learning
and how the museum fosters curiosity and critical thinking among children and adults alike.

5. Marine Science and Ecology at Fort Walton Science Museum

Explore the marine science exhibits and ecological programs at the Fort Walton Science Museum. The
book discusses local marine life, conservation efforts, and the educational initiatives aimed at raising
awareness about aquatic ecosystems. Richly illustrated, it provides an in-depth look at the region’s
natural environment.

6. Fort Walton Science Museum: Inspiring Future Scientists

This inspiring book profiles the museum’s role in encouraging young people to pursue careers in
science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM). It features stories of students, educators,
and community members impacted by the museum’s outreach and educational programs.

7. Behind the Scenes: Curating Science at Fort Walton Museum

Go behind the scenes to learn about the curatorial work involved in maintaining and developing the
Fort Walton Science Museum’s collections. The book offers a glimpse into the processes of exhibit
design, artifact preservation, and scientific research that support the museum’s mission.

8. Fort Walton Science Museum: A Cultural and Scientific Landmark

This book places the museum within the broader cultural and scientific context of Fort Walton and the
surrounding region. It explores how the museum contributes to community identity, education, and
tourism, highlighting its significance as a local institution.

9. Future Frontiers: The Next Chapter for Fort Walton Science Museum
Looking ahead, this book discusses upcoming projects, technological advancements, and strategic
plans for the Fort Walton Science Museum. It envisions how the museum will continue to evolve and



inspire new generations in the rapidly changing world of science.
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fort walton science museum: Moon Florida Gulf Coast Joshua Lawrence Kinser, Moon Travel
Guides, 2024-06-18 Whether you're kayaking through mangroves, bodysurfing with manta rays, or
sunbathing with a pifia colada in hand, soak up the Sunshine State with Moon Florida Gulf Coast.
Inside you'll find: Flexible itineraries including a 5-day family vacation, a baseball spring training
trip, and a 10-day road trip covering all 700 miles of the Florida Gulf Coast The best spots for
outdoor adventures like kayaking, hiking, biking, bird-watching, and fishing, and the best beaches
for swimming, sunsets, and seclusion Top activities and unique experiences: Discover the vibrant
performing arts scene in Sarasota or stroll through quaint riverfront towns and secluded island
enclaves. Unwind on shell-scattered beaches or spot gators in the swampy Everglades. Ride the
coasters at Busch Gardens, browse art galleries in Naples, or catch a college baseball game during
Spring Training. Sail through the canals of Tampa, kick back at a beachfront oyster bar, and sip a
local brew as the sun sets over the ocean Expert advice from Florida local Joshua Lawrence Kinser
on where to stay, what to eat, and how to get around by car, bus, or boat Full-color photos and
detailed maps throughout Background information on the Gulf Coast's landscape, wildlife, history,
and culture Experience the best of Florida's Gulf Coast with Moon. For more of the Sunshine State,
try Moon Florida Keys. About Moon Travel Guides: Moon was founded in 1973 to empower
independent, active, and conscious travel. We prioritize local businesses, outdoor recreation, and
traveling strategically and sustainably. Moon Travel Guides are written by local, expert authors with
great stories to tell—and they can't wait to share their favorite places with you. For more inspiration,
follow @moonguides on social media.

fort walton science museum: The Everything STEM Handbook Rihab Sawah, Anthony
Clark, 2015-08-09 A guide for parents hoping to teach their kids the basics of STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics)--
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Appropriations for Fiscal Year 1980 United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on
Appropriations. Subcommittee on the Department of the Interior and Related Agencies, 1980

fort walton science museum: Advisory Council on Historic Preservation United States.
Congress. Senate. Committee on Appropriations. Subcommittee on the Department of the Interior
and Related Agencies, 1980

fort walton science museum: DK Eyewitness Florida , 2012-07-02 Now available in PDF
format. DK Eyewitness Travel Guide: Florida will lead you straight to the best attractions Florida has
to offer, and provides the insider travel tips you need, whether you are making the most of the
nightlife or discovering historic towns. Fully illustrated, it covers all the major cities and sights, from
Miami Beach and the Florida Keys, to the Everglades, the Gulf Coast, and more. DK Eyewitness
Travel Guide: Florida explores the culture, history, architecture, wildlife, beaches, and scenic walks.
You'll find 3-D illustrated cutaways and floor plans of all the must-see sights, as well as street maps
and reliable information for getting around the state. Plus, this guidebook is packed with
comprehensive listings of the best hotels, restaurants, shops, and nightlife in each area for all
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budgets. With hundreds of full-color photographs, hand-drawn illustrations, and custom maps that
brighten every page, DK Eyewitness Travel Guide: Florida truly shows you this state as no one else
can.

fort walton science museum: Department of the Interior and Related Agencies Appropriations
for Fiscal Year 1980: Advisory Council on Historic Preservation United States. Congress. Senate.
Committee on Appropriations. Subcommittee on the Department of the Interior and Related
Agencies, 1980

fort walton science museum: Florida Almanac, 2012 Bernie McGovern, 2012-04-23 An
amazing atlas, directory, tourist guide, reference manual, and history book all in one—for natives,
visitors, and new residents in the Sunshine State! From basic history and tourist information to
obscure facts—such as the size of the largest squash grown—this book has it all. After reading the
list of derivatives for the name of each Florida county, the Lake City Reporter called a previous
edition of this book “indispensable” and described it as containing “just about everything you ever
wanted to know about Florida—and a good deal of information you probably never really thought
about.” In addition to listings of national memorials, monuments, and landmarks, this volume
contains road maps of each county, charts of rivers and waterways, and facts about Florida’s
geography and climate. For those who are visiting the state, there are sections on major attractions,
annual festivals, state parks, and lodging as well as regulations for boating, fishing, and hunting. The
chapters on education, crime, residency, taxes, and utilities will be invaluable to people who are
considering moving to Florida. Anyone interested in the history and settlement of the Sunshine State
will appreciate the facts about Native American cultures and the chronology of major events in
Florida’s past. Also included are various statistics and a hurricane survival guide. Packed with
information and including a detailed index, it’s a useful, comprehensive reference—and a fascinating
resource for geography lovers.

fort walton science museum: Reef Smart Guides Northwest Florida Peter McDougall, lan
Popple, Otto Wagner, 2021-05-21 The Definitive Guide to Scuba Diving and Snorkeling in Northwest
Florida “Reef Smart’s waterproof cards and guidebook have become an essential part of all of our
dive charters. They make the site briefing much more readily understood by our divers, letting them
accurately see the dive before getting in the water. Highly recommended by this Captain and
Instructor!” Pat Green (owner) - Panama City Diving, Panama City Beach #1 New Release in Scuba
Travel Guides From the authors of the Reef Smart Guide series comes Reef Smart Guides Northwest
Florida, a unique and essential scuba, snorkel, and surf travel guide for Northwest Florida diving. A
great travel gift. The ultimate guide for visitors and locals looking to spend time in Northwest
Florida’s Gulf of Mexico. This guidebook provides detailed descriptions and illustrations of beaches,
shipwrecks, shore-accessible dive and snorkel reefs, and the top surfing sites in the area. Detailed
descriptions and map art. With the help of Reef Smart’s unique 3D-mapping technology, learn all you
need to know about the region’s top dive and snorkel sites, including the world famous Oriskany and
historical wrecks of the Tarpon and Empire Mica. Snorkelers enjoy the maps of 27 shore-accessible
sites along the coast, and all the information necessary for a great day in the water. Don’t go diving
without it. This indispensable resource helps you plan and execute dives without a hitch. Make sure
to pack this unique guidebook with the rest of your scuba gear! This guidebook provides:
Descriptions of 137 dive and snorkel sites in the region, including 2 freshwater springs Detailed 3D
maps of 48 of the most popular sites, with details for an additional 9 sites A 33-page species guide to
help you identify and understand the marine creatures you’ll encounter And so much more! A unique
and comprehensive SCUBA diving book. Also look for Reef Smart Guides Florida: Palm Beach; Reef
Smart Guides Florida: Fort Lauderdale; and the best-selling Reef Smart Guides: Bonaire.

fort walton science museum: Atlas of the North American Indian Carl Waldman, Molly
Braun, 2009 Presents an illustrated reference that covers the history, culture and tribal distribution
of North American Indians.

fort walton science museum: DK Eyewitness Travel Guide Florida DK Travel, 2016-07-05
DK Eyewitness Travel Guide: Florida will lead you straight to the best attractions the Sunshine State




has to offer. Explore the state's history, architecture, wildlife, beaches, and scenic walks. This
in-depth guidebook covers all the major cities and sights, from Miami Beach and the Florida Keys to
the Everglades, the Gulf Coast, and more. It provides the insider travel tips you need, whether you
are making the most of the nightlife or discovering historic towns. Discover DK Eyewitness Travel
Guide: Florida. + Detailed itineraries and don't-miss destination highlights at a glance. + Illustrated
cutaway 3-D drawings of important sights. + Floor plans and guided visitor information for major
museums. + Guided walking tours, local drink and dining specialties to try, things to do, and places
to eat, drink, and shop by area. + Area maps marked with sights and restaurants. + Insights into
history and culture to help you understand the stories behind the sights. + Suggested day trips and
itineraries to explore beyond the cities and towns. + Hotel and restaurant listings highlight DK
Choice special recommendations. With hundreds of full-color photographs, hand-drawn illustrations,
and custom maps that illuminate every page, DK Eyewitness Travel Guide: Florida truly shows you
this state as no one else can.

fort walton science museum: Science and environment United States. Commission on Marine
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fort walton science museum: DK Eyewitness Travel Guide: Florida DK, 2014-06-02 The DK
Eyewitness Travel Guide: Florida is your indispensable guide to this beautiful part of the U.S. The
fully updated guide includes unique cutaways, floor plans, and reconstructions of the must-see sites,
plus street-by-street maps of all the fascinating cities and towns. This new-look guide is also packed
with photographs and illustrations leading you straight to the best attractions. This uniquely visual
DK Eyewitness Travel Guide will help you discover everything region-by-region, from local festivals
and markets to day trips around the countryside. Detailed listings will guide you to the best hotels,
restaurants, bars, and shops for all budgets, while detailed practical information will help you to get
around, whether by train, bus, or car. Plus, DK's excellent insider tips and essential local information
will help you explore every corner of Florida effortlessly.

fort walton science museum: Florida Don Philpott, 2002-10 A guide to the hotels, resorts,
restaurants, shops and local attractions of the gulf coast of Florida.

fort walton science museum: Fodor's USA, 28th Edition Inc. (NA) Fodor's Travel Publications,
Fodor's, 2003-01-01 Provides travel and tourist information, including maps, ratings, and prices, for
all states, major cities, and historic and vacation sites throughout the United States

fort walton science museum: Panel Reports of the Commission on Marine Science,
Engineering and Resources United States. Commission on Marine Science, Engineering, and
Resources, 1969

fort walton science museum: Fun with the Family Florida Stephen Morrill, Del Adele
Woodyard, 2009-11-24 Fun with the Family Florida leads the way to historical attractions, children's
museums, festivals, parks, and much more.

fort walton science museum: Our Sea Turtles Blair Witherington, Dawn Witherington,
2024-07 Our Sea Turtles is the story of understanding, experiencing, and saving the sea turtle and
helping them thrive in our oceans. Now in its second edition, Blair and Dawn Witherington’s iconic
book includes updated facts and figures, new photos, and new calls to action for saving the turtles.
Well-organized sections that are full of photos, maps, and figures help readers get a sense of the
various types of sea turtles and how they might be similar or different from one another. Those who
are interested in not only learning about the marine animal but also in helping it benefit from the
authors’ precise knowledge and understanding of sea turtles.

fort walton science museum: DK Eyewitness Travel Guide: Florida DK Publishing,
2010-07-01 The DK Eyewitness Florida travel guide will lead you straight to the best attractions
Florida has to offer. Fully illustrated with coverage of all the major sights from Miami Beach to the
Everglades, plus the Florida Keys and the Gulf Coast. Whether you are making the most of the




illustrious nightlife or discovering historic Pensacola, this guide provides all the insider tips every
visitor needs, with comprehensive listings of the best hotels, restaurants, shops and nightlife in each
region for all budgets. You'll find floorplans of all the must-see sites including Castillo de San
Marcos, Tampa city centre and the Flagler Museum, including street maps of major towns and cities
plus reliable information about getting around this diverse state. DK Eyewitness Florida explores the
culture, history, wildlife and architecture, not missing dramatic countryside and scenic walks in the
fantastic Floridian sun. With all the sights, beaches, shops and attractions listed town by town, the
DK Eyewitness Florida is your essential companion. Don't miss a thing on your holiday with The DK
Eyewitness Florida.
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