foundations for teaching english
language learners

foundations for teaching english language learners are essential for
educators aiming to effectively support students acquiring English as an
additional language. Understanding these foundations helps teachers create
inclusive, engaging, and supportive learning environments that address the
linguistic and cultural needs of English language learners (ELLs). This
article explores the critical components of teaching ELLs, including language
acquisition theories, culturally responsive teaching strategies, assessment
practices, and instructional approaches. By mastering these foundational
elements, educators can enhance language development, academic achievement,
and social integration for ELL students. The following sections provide a
detailed overview of these key areas to guide educators in implementing best
practices for teaching English language learners.

Understanding Language Acquisition Theories

Culturally Responsive Teaching for English Language Learners

Effective Assessment Strategies for ELLs

Instructional Approaches and Techniques

Building a Supportive Learning Environment

Understanding Language Acquisition Theories

Foundations for teaching English language learners include a thorough
understanding of how language acquisition occurs. Language acquisition
theories provide the framework for educators to comprehend the processes
learners undergo when acquiring a new language. These theories inform
instructional methods and help teachers anticipate challenges that students
may face.

Behaviorist Theory

The behaviorist theory focuses on language learning as a habit formation
process through repetition and reinforcement. According to this perspective,
learners acquire language by imitating sounds and structures, reinforced by
positive feedback. While this theory highlights the importance of practice,
it does not fully address the cognitive aspects of language learning.



Nativist Theory

The nativist theory proposes that humans have an innate ability to acquire
language, often referred to as the "language acquisition device." This theory
emphasizes the natural development of language skills, suggesting that
exposure to language in meaningful contexts stimulates learners’ internal
language mechanisms.

Socio-Cultural Theory

Socio-cultural theory emphasizes the role of social interaction and cultural
context in language learning. It posits that language is acquired through
collaborative dialogue, scaffolding, and meaningful communication with more
knowledgeable others. This theory underscores the importance of creating
socially rich learning environments for ELLs.

Stages of Second Language Acquisition

Teachers should recognize the distinct stages that English language learners
typically progress through, including the pre-production, early production,
speech emergence, intermediate fluency, and advanced fluency stages.
Awareness of these stages allows educators to tailor instruction to the
learner’s current proficiency level.

Culturally Responsive Teaching for English
Language Learners

Culturally responsive teaching is a foundational element when educating
English language learners. It involves recognizing and valuing students’
cultural backgrounds and using this awareness to inform instructional
practices that foster inclusion and engagement.

Understanding Cultural Diversity

Teachers must develop an understanding of the diverse cultural backgrounds of
their students. This knowledge helps avoid cultural misunderstandings and
biases that can hinder learning. Incorporating students’ cultural experiences
into lessons validates their identities and promotes a positive classroom
climate.

Incorporating Students’ Funds of Knowledge

Funds of knowledge refer to the skills, experiences, and knowledge students
bring from their homes and communities. Integrating these into classroom



activities connects learning to real-life contexts, making instruction more
relevant and meaningful for ELLs.

Promoting Multicultural Perspectives

Encouraging multicultural awareness within the curriculum supports ELLs by
reflecting diverse voices and perspectives. This approach fosters respect and
appreciation among all students, enhancing collaboration and understanding.

Strategies for Culturally Responsive Teaching

Use culturally relevant materials and texts.

Employ collaborative learning activities that encourage peer
interaction.

Differentiate instruction to meet diverse learning styles and language
levels.

Build strong relationships with students and their families.

Effective Assessment Strategies for ELLs

Assessment is a critical component of the foundations for teaching English
language learners. Effective assessment strategies provide accurate
information about students’ language proficiency and academic progress while
being sensitive to their unique needs.

Formative vs. Summative Assessment

Formative assessments are ongoing and provide immediate feedback that can
inform instruction. Summative assessments evaluate overall achievement at the
end of a learning period. Both types are important for monitoring ELLs’
development and adjusting teaching strategies accordingly.

Using Multiple Assessment Methods

Employing a variety of assessment methods—such as observations, portfolios,
oral presentations, and written tests—provides a comprehensive view of ELLS’
abilities. This approach reduces bias and accommodates different learning
styles.



Language Proficiency Assessments

Language proficiency assessments specifically measure ELLs’ abilities in
listening, speaking, reading, and writing in English. These assessments help
determine appropriate placement, identify areas of need, and monitor language
growth over time.

Considerations for Fair Assessment

Avoid cultural bias in test content and language.

Use assessment accommodations, such as extended time or simplified
instructions.

Interpret results within the context of language proficiency and
background knowledge.

Involve families to provide additional insights about students’ skills.

Instructional Approaches and Techniques

Effective instruction for English language learners is grounded in research-
based approaches that promote language development alongside content mastery.
The foundations for teaching English language learners include selecting and
implementing appropriate instructional models and techniques.

Sheltered Instruction

Sheltered Instruction focuses on teaching academic content in ways that are
accessible to ELLs. This approach integrates language objectives with content
goals and uses strategies such as visual aids, scaffolding, and explicit
vocabulary instruction to support comprehension.

Total Physical Response (TPR)

Total Physical Response is an approach that connects language learning with
physical movement. It is especially effective for beginning learners as it
reinforces comprehension through actions, making language input more
comprehensible and memorable.



Collaborative Learning

Group work and peer collaboration provide meaningful opportunities for ELLs
to practice language skills in authentic contexts. Collaborative learning
encourages communication, critical thinking, and social interaction, which
are vital for language acquisition.

Use of Technology

Integrating technology can enhance language learning by providing
interactive, multimedia resources and personalized learning experiences.
Digital tools such as language learning apps, online dictionaries, and
multimedia presentations support diverse learning needs.

Building a Supportive Learning Environment

A supportive classroom environment is fundamental to the foundations for
teaching English language learners. Such an environment fosters a sense of
safety, belonging, and motivation, which are essential for language
development and academic success.

Creating a Welcoming Atmosphere

Establishing a classroom culture that respects and celebrates linguistic and
cultural diversity encourages ELLs to participate actively and take risks in
language use. Visual displays, bilingual labels, and culturally
representative materials contribute to a welcoming setting.

Encouraging Student Interaction

Structured opportunities for meaningful interaction, such as pair and group
activities, promote language practice and social integration. Encouraging
students to share their experiences and collaborate builds confidence and
communication skills.

Providing Emotional and Academic Support

ELLs often face unique challenges that require both emotional and academic
support. Teachers can provide encouragement, recognize progress, and connect
students with additional resources such as tutoring and counseling services.



Engaging Families and Communities

Family and community engagement strengthens the support network for ELLs.
Involving families in the education process through communication, events,
and culturally relevant activities helps bridge home and school environments.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key principles of effective foundations
for teaching English Language Learners (ELLs)?

Key principles include understanding students' linguistic and cultural
backgrounds, using scaffolded instruction, incorporating visual aids and
hands-on activities, promoting interaction and communication, differentiating
instruction to meet diverse needs, and providing ongoing assessment and
feedback.

How does cultural responsiveness impact teaching
English Language Learners?

Cultural responsiveness helps create an inclusive classroom environment that
respects and values students' cultural identities, which increases
engagement, builds trust, and supports language acquisition by making
learning more relevant and meaningful.

What role does formative assessment play in teaching
ELLs?

Formative assessment provides ongoing feedback about ELLs’ language
development and content understanding, allowing teachers to adjust
instruction to better meet students' needs and track progress over time.

Why is vocabulary development important in
foundations for teaching English Language Learners?

Vocabulary development is crucial because it directly affects ELLs’ ability
to comprehend texts, participate in discussions, and express themselves
clearly, which are essential for academic success and language proficiency.

How can teachers support English Language Learners
in developing academic language skills?

Teachers can support ELLs by explicitly teaching academic vocabulary, using
sentence frames, modeling complex language structures, encouraging
collaborative discussions, and integrating language objectives with content



instruction.

What strategies can be used to differentiate
instruction for English Language Learners?

Strategies include modifying task complexity, providing visual supports,
using bilingual resources, grouping students strategically, offering choices
in assignments, and incorporating students’ prior knowledge and experiences
to make learning accessible.

Additional Resources

1. Foundations for Teaching English Language Learners: Research, Theory,
Policy, and Practice

This comprehensive book explores the essential theories and research that
underpin effective teaching strategies for English Language Learners (ELLS).
It bridges the gap between educational policy and classroom practice,
offering educators practical tools to support diverse learners. The text
emphasizes cultural responsiveness and equity in language instruction.

2. Teaching English Language Learners: A Differentiated Approach

Focused on differentiated instruction, this book provides strategies tailored
to the varying proficiency levels of ELL students. It highlights techniques
for scaffolding content and language learning simultaneously. Teachers learn
to create inclusive environments that foster academic success and language
development.

3. Foundations of Bilingual Education and Bilingualism

This foundational text delves into bilingual education theories, models, and
policies worldwide. It covers the cognitive, social, and linguistic aspects
of bilingualism, offering insights into effective bilingual teaching
practices. Educators gain a deeper understanding of how bilingualism shapes
learning experiences.

4. Second Language Acquisition and Second Language Learning

A key resource for understanding how learners acquire a second language, this
book discusses major theories and research findings. It provides a framework
for designing instruction that aligns with learners’ developmental stages.
Practical implications for teaching ELLs in various educational settings are
emphasized.

5. Culturally Responsive Teaching and The Brain

This book connects neuroscience with culturally responsive teaching methods,
particularly for diverse learners like ELLs. It explains how cultural
competence enhances cognitive engagement and academic achievement. Educators
are equipped with strategies to create responsive and effective learning
environments.

6. Language Acquisition and Language Socialization: Ecological Perspectives



Exploring language learning through an ecological lens, this text examines
the social contexts influencing ELLs’ language development. It stresses the
importance of interaction, culture, and community in language acquisition.
Teachers learn to support language socialization in varied classroom and
community settings.

7. Teaching English Language Learners: Strategies That Work

A practical guide filled with evidence-based strategies for teaching ELLs
across grade levels. It covers lesson planning, assessment, and classroom
management tailored to language learners. The book also addresses challenges
such as limited English proficiency and cultural differences.

8. The SIOP Model for Teaching English-Language Arts to English Learners

This resource focuses on the Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol
(SIOP) model, designed to improve content area teaching for ELLs. It provides
detailed lesson frameworks and examples that integrate language and content
objectives. The book supports teachers in making academic language
accessible.

9. Equity and Access for English Language Learners in the Era of ESSA
Addressing policy and practice, this book examines the Every Student Succeeds
Act (ESSA) and its implications for ELL education. It offers guidance on
ensuring equitable access to quality instruction and resources. Educators and
administrators are encouraged to advocate for policies that support ELL
success.
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foundations for teaching english language learners: Pearson Custom Education Lynn T.
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foundations for teaching english language learners: Foundations for Teaching English
Language Learners Chard Hen, 2023-01-20 How Does Educational Theory Work? Educational
theory isn't just one theory; rather, it's a term that covers a lot of different theories and assumptions
about how people learn and remember information. Theories that explain the application,
interpretation, and goal of education and learning are referred to as educational theories.
Pedagogical, instructional, and learning theory are all other names for education theory. In order for
educators to apply the corresponding research findings to practical application, these theoretical
constructs investigate how we learn best.

foundations for teaching english language learners: Contemporary Foundations for
Teaching English as an Additional Language Polina Vinogradova, Joan Kang Shin, 2020-10-29 This
engaging volume on English as an Additional Language (EAL), argues persuasively for the
importance of critical participatory pedagogies that embrace multilingualism and multimodality in
the field of TESOL. It highlights the role of the TESOL profession in teaching for social justice and
advocacy and explores how critical participatory pedagogies translate into English language
teaching and teacher education around the world. Bringing together diverse scholars in the field and
practicing English language teachers, editors Polina Vinogradova and Joan Kang Shin present 10
thematically organized units that demonstrate that language teaching pedagogy must be embedded
in the larger sociocultural contexts of teaching and learning to be successful. Each unit covers one
pedagogical approach and includes three case studies to illustrate how English language teachers
across the world implement these approaches in their classrooms. The chapters are supplemented
by discussion questions and a range of practical sources for further exploration. Addressing
established and emerging areas of TESOL, topics covered include: Critical and postmethod
pedagogies Translingualism Digital literacy and multiliteracies Culturally responsive pedagogy
Advocacy Featuring educators implementing innovative approaches in primary, secondary, and
tertiary contexts across borders, Contemporary Foundations for Teaching English as an Additional
Language is an ideal text for methods and foundational courses in TESOL and will appeal to
in-service and preservice English language teachers as well as students and teacher educators in
TESOL and applied linguistics.

foundations for teaching english language learners: Teaching Language Arts to English
Language Learners Anete Vasquez, Angela L. Hansen, Philip C. Smith, 2013 This thoroughly revised
and updated edition of Teaching Language Arts to English Language Learners provides readers with
the comprehensive understanding of both the challenges that face ELLs and ways in which
educators might address them in the language arts classroom. The authors offer proven techniques
that teachers can readily use to teach reading, writing, grammar, and vocabulary as well as
speaking, listening, and viewing skills. A complete section is also devoted to ways teachers can
integrate all five strands of the language arts curriculum into a comprehensive unit of study with
meaningful accommodations for ELLs. An annotated list of web and print resources completes the
volume, making this a valuable reference for language arts teachers to meet the challenges of
including all learners in effective instruction. New features to this edition include: An updated and
streamlined Part 1, which provides an essential overview of ELL theory in a language arts specific
context. Additional practical examples of language arts exercises, all of which are closely aligned
with the Common Core State Standards. New pedagogical elements in Part 3, including tips on
harnessing new technologies, discussion questions and reflection points. Updates to the web and
print resources in Part 4



foundations for teaching english language learners: Handbook of Research on Pedagogies
and Cultural Considerations for Young English Language Learners Onchwari, Grace, Keengwe,
Jared, 2017-10-31 In the schools of today, English learners are the fastest-growing segment of the
student population. As such, it is increasingly imperative to educate these students properly, while
still practicing inclusion for overall student success. The Handbook of Research on Pedagogies and
Cultural Considerations for Young English Language Learners is an authoritative research
publication on research-based, theoretical frameworks and best practices for teaching young English
language learners. Featuring exhaustive coverage on a variety of topics and perspectives such as
co-teaching, inclusion, and social awareness, this publication is ideally designed for academicians,
researchers, and students seeking current research on the examination of how diverse backgrounds,
cultures, and experiences contribute to curriculum and pedagogy for bilingual young learners.

foundations for teaching english language learners: Handbook of Research on
Promoting Cross-Cultural Competence and Social Justice in Teacher Education Keengwe,
Jared, 2016-08-24 Without proper training on the intricacies of race and culture, pre-service and
in-service teachers may unwittingly continue outdated and ineffective pedagogies. As the
demographics of student bodies shift to include more diverse backgrounds, fluency in the discourse
of social justice becomes necessary. The Handbook of Research on Promoting Cross-Cultural
Competence and Social Justice in Teacher Education elucidates the benefits, challenges, and
strategies necessary to prepare teachers to meet the needs of a diverse student body. Featuring the
newest research and pedagogical tools written by diverse scholars in the field of teacher training,
this expertly crafted handbook is ideal for teachers, administrators, students of education, and
policymakers.

foundations for teaching english language learners: Foundations of Bilingual Education
and Bilingualism Colin Baker, Wayne E. Wright, 2017-02-22 The sixth edition of this bestselling
textbook has been substantially revised and updated to provide a comprehensive introduction to
bilingualism and bilingual education in the 21st century. Written in a compact and clear style, the
book covers all the crucial issues in bilingualism at individual, group and societal levels. Updates to
the new edition include: ¢ Greater attention to technological advances and global trends impacting
and impacted by bilingualism. ¢ New trends and issues in bilingual education, including recent
research on the effectiveness of different types of bilingual education. ¢ Issues in the assessment of
bilinguals. ¢ The latest thinking on identity and bilingualism. * Recent developments in brain
imaging research. ¢ Discussion of the latest terms in bilingualism research including dynamic
bilingualism, translanguaging, transliteracy and superdiversity, in addition to an enhanced look at
multilingualism. Students and instructors will benefit from new features including: * A
comprehensive glossary. * A condensed and updated bibliography. * Updated international examples
of policy, research and practice. ¢ The addition of web resources and discussion questions. ¢ Fully
revised study activities and recommended reading.

foundations for teaching english language learners: English Language Learners Ashraf
Esmail, Abul Pitre, Alice Duhon Ross, Judith Blakely, H. Prentice Baptiste, 2023-03-08 The recent
increase in immigration patterns in the United States has meant an increase in the number of
children entering American schools whose first language is not English. Some reports indicate that
as many as one in four students come from families where the language spoken in the home is not
English. English Language Learners: The Power of Culturally Relevant Pedagogies provides teachers
access to information that will help them understand the English language learner, develop effective
strategies to teach English language learners, create effective learning environments, and use
assessments to meet the needs of English language learners as well as garner community resources
to support English language learners.

foundations for teaching english language learners: Teaching History and Social Studies to
English Language Learners Luciana C. de Oliveira, Kathryn M. Obenchain, 2017-12-12 This book
investigates the preparation of secondary history and social studies (SS) teachers to teach English
language learners (ELLs) in twenty-first century classrooms. This edited collection focuses on the



ways in which pre-service and in-service teachers have developed - or may develop - instructional
effectiveness for working with ELLs in the secondary history and social studies classroom. The
authors address a variety of standards and content examples, including the National Council for
Social Studies C3 Framework and Curriculum Standards, the Common Core State Standards for
English Language Arts, and content from history, geography, and civics. This volume is part of a set
of four edited books focused on teaching the key content areas to English language learners.

foundations for teaching english language learners: Advocacy in English Language
Teaching and Learning Heather A. Linville, James Whiting, 2019-01-10 Appropriate for those new
to the topic and established scholars, this holistic text examines the nexus of advocacy and
English-language teaching, beginning with theories of advocacy, covering constraints and challenges
in practice, and offering a range of hands-on perspectives in different contexts and with different
populations. Bringing together wide-ranging and diverse viewpoints in TESOL, this volume examines
the role of advocacy through a social justice lens in a range of contexts, including K-12 classrooms
and schools, adult and higher education settings, families and communities, and teacher-education
programs and professional organizations. Advocacy in English Language Teaching and Learning
offers readers a deeper understanding of what advocacy is and can be, and gives teacher candidates
and educators the tools to advocate for their students, their families and communities, and their
profession.

foundations for teaching english language learners: EAL Research for the Classroom Gavin
Brooks, Jon Clenton, Simon Fraser, 2023-06-27 With an estimated 1.6 million English as an
Additional Language (EAL) learners in the UK, and over 5 million in the USA, EAL research is
urgently needed to inform practice. This edited volume investigates the multifaceted elements that
shape EAL pedagogy and research in a variety of settings and research areas, including linguistic
ability influences on subject-specific skills, integrating learners’ home languages into classroom
environments, and the importance of supporting EAL teachers in the classroom. In doing so, the
contributors provide an international perspective on the emerging field of EAL research. The
research-based chapters detail fundamental concerns related to EAL learner education. The text is
composed of five parts: Part I explores the question of what is EAL and how a definition can shape
policy construction; Part II examines the challenges EAL learners face in the classroom, including
the use of first languages and the relative impact learner language proficiency has on
subject-specific classes; Part III discusses the challenges involved with preparing learners to study
in an EAL environment; Part IV investigates concerns relating to supporting EAL teachers in the
classroom; and Part V brings together the insights from the previous chapters and provides a road
map for future research in the field. The volume draws on researcher expertise from a variety of
universities and institutions worldwide. It explores diverse language backgrounds in multilingual
contexts. It covers empirical studies with pedagogical, policy, and further research implications. The
volume represents a single resource invaluable for EAL teachers, trainers, and trainees, as well as
researchers in education, language learning and teaching, bilingualism and multilingualism, and
second language acquisition.

foundations for teaching english language learners: Examining Response to
Intervention (RTI) Models in Secondary Education Epler, Pam, 2015-07-25 Response to
Intervention (RTI) is an intervention model designed to assist all students regardless of their
academic ability. It seeks to assist students who are struggling in academics by providing them with
targeted assistance in the form of tutoring, pull-out services, and differentiated classroom
instruction. Examining Response to Intervention (RTI) Models in Secondary Education highlights the
application of the RTI model to secondary schools through instructional strategies and real-world
examples of how this model can be used at the middle and high school levels. Through a series of
informative and timely chapters written by global educational specialists, this publication is ideally
designed for use by middle and high school teachers and school administrators as well as professors
and students in upper-level Educational Leadership and Secondary Education programs.

foundations for teaching english language learners: Core Practices for Teaching



Multilingual Students Megan Madigan Peercy, Johanna M. Tigert, Daisy E. Fredricks, 2023 Learn
how to teach multilingual students effectively and equitably with this practical and accessible
resource. The authors share real-world examples from the classrooms of ESOL teachers, unpack the
teachersO thinking about their instruction, and identify six core practices that are foundational to
teaching multilingual students: knowing your multilingual students, building a positive learning
environment, integrating content and language instruction, supporting language and literacy
development, using assessment, and developing positive relationships and engaging in advocacy.
The book focuses on how K-12 teachers can use these core practices in ways that humanize their
instruction—positioning students as whole human beings, valuing the assets and resources they
bring to the classroom, actively involving them in rigorous instruction that draws on their
experiences and knowledge, responding to each unique learning context, and disrupting traditional
power dynamics in education. This text will help pre- and in-service teachers of multilingual students
to center equity and justice in their practice and understand how to move humanizing mindsets into
action. Book Features: Identifies and describes core practices for teaching multilingual
students.Offers opportunities to analyze teachersO instruction using core practices.Includes
templates and additional resources that help teachers extend the use of core practices to their own
planning. Supports teacher educators in preparing teachers to move humanizing mindsets to
humanizing practices.Provides access to supplementary video clips depicting teachers as they
engage in these practices and discuss their use.

foundations for teaching english language learners: Addressing Issues of Learner
Diversity in English Language Education Tran, Thao Quoc, Duong, Tham My, 2024-04-22 In the
dynamic context of English language education, learners bring many differences in identity,
motivation, engagement, ability, and more. Addressing Issues of Learner Diversity in English
Language Education recognizes that traditional, one-size-fits-all approaches to language education
are insufficient in meeting the needs of a varied and global learner population. It grapples with
effectively teaching English to individuals with diverse linguistic backgrounds, learning styles, and
cultural contexts. The challenges range from learner autonomy and motivation issues to navigating
mixed-level classes and integrating technology into language teaching. Drawing on current research
trends and cutting-edge methodologies, this book captures the diverse voices of contributors from
various ESL/EFL settings, offering context-specific solutions to the myriad challenges faced in
language education. The book illuminates the nuanced phenomena within English language
education; it showcases innovative theoretical frameworks and up-to-date research findings. By
addressing learners as singular individuals and collectives, the publication guides educators in
enhancing individual competencies and maximizing the potential of each learner.

foundations for teaching english language learners: The Foundations of Teaching
English as a Foreign Language Paul Lennon, 2020-07-12 An introductory textbook that assumes
no prior knowledge of linguistics or second language acquisition, this book presents a
comprehensive overview of the theoretical foundations, methods and practices of Teaching English
as a Foreign Language (TEFL) for pre-service teachers. Lennon covers the theoretical bases for
TEFL and addresses second language-acquisition research, past and present EFL teaching
methodology, as well as psychological and social approaches to individual language-learner
variation. Further chapters provide extensive yet accessible coverage on essential foundational
topics, including chapters on pronunciation, grammar, vocabulary, literature and testing. Offering a
sociocultural approach in which the teacher is seen as a facilitator and supporter of students’
self-directed learning, this text provides the prospective teacher with the knowledge and skills to be
an effective educator in the EFL classroom. The targeted EFL focus makes this book ideal for
pre-service teachers and for teacher training programmes around the world. Each chapter includes
a Food for Thought section with questions for reflection and a Further Reading list.

foundations for teaching english language learners: Online Education for Teachers of
English as a Global Language Hyun-Sook Kang, Dong-shin Shin, Tony Cimasko, 2020-06-01 This
collection offers a critical examination of online language teacher education programs (OLTE),



looking at a range of issues which have informed their development and the challenges and
opportunities in their implementation from a TESOL perspective. Positioning itself uniquely amongst
the growing literature at the nexus of technology and language learning, the book focuses on
language teacher education programs designed for academic and professional credentials in online
environments. Introductory sections provide a brief historical overview of the OLTEs as we know
them today, with examples from a global range of programs toward demonstrating their theoretical
and philosophical foundations. The second section of the book explores the paradigm shifts borne
out of OLTE in the modes, media, and tasks employed and their subsequent impact on instructional
efficacy. Subsequent chapters turn a critical lens on OLTE in raising questions around accessibility
its implementation in less technologically developed environments, issues of quality measures and
accreditation, and practicum concerns. Taken together, this collection is a state of the art of online
language teacher education programs and lays the groundwork for future research on the nexus of
online education, teacher education, and applied linguistics.

foundations for teaching english language learners: Intersections of Diversity, Literacy,
and Learner Difficulties Theresa Abodeeb-Gentile, Dennis A. Conrad, 2022-08-22 This book invites
readers to challenge, corroborate, and add to the discourse on more inclusive pedagogical practice.
Presenting theoretically and empirically informed research, it highlights potential considerations
regarding the intersections of diversity, literacy, and learner difficulties. These three areas provide a
stage where opposing paradigms often pose challenges for educators and create unnecessary
barriers to providing the best education for all learners. These barriers might reveal how students
are positioned through a deficit lens rather than one that recognizes individual differences and how
these learner differences sometimes result in labels or put students at increased risk of
encountering difficulties. The contributing authors’ goals are to start and sustain a conversation that
examines these perspectives and to offer counter-narratives to the deficit lens by recognizing that
individual difference does not need to be a barrier to educational access. By examining opportunities
for more inclusive educational success, this book encourages discourse among key stakeholders;
further, it goes beyond problematizing to offer new avenues for optimal learning and inclusive
pedagogy across multiple contexts.
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