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fortune society queens new york is a pivotal organization dedicated to
supporting individuals who have been involved with the criminal justice
system, particularly focusing on reintegration and reducing recidivism.
Located in Queens, New York, The Fortune Society provides comprehensive
services that address housing, education, employment, and counseling needs.
This article explores the mission, services, and impact of The Fortune
Society in Queens, highlighting its role in transforming lives and fostering
safer communities. Readers will gain insight into how the organization
operates, the specific programs offered in Queens, and the broader
implications of its work in criminal justice reform. Understanding these
aspects is essential for recognizing the value of community-based support
systems in New York City and beyond. The following content is organized into
sections that cover The Fortune Society’s history, core services, community
involvement, and opportunities for engagement.

Overview of The Fortune Society

Services Offered by The Fortune Society in Queens

Impact on the Queens Community

Community Partnerships and Collaboration

How to Get Involved with The Fortune Society

Overview of The Fortune Society
The Fortune Society is a well-established nonprofit organization
headquartered in New York City, with a significant presence in Queens, New
York. Founded in 1967, its primary mission is to support formerly
incarcerated individuals by providing resources that facilitate successful
reentry into society. The organization's name symbolizes hope and opportunity
for those seeking a new path after incarceration. Over the decades, The
Fortune Society has developed a reputation for offering holistic, evidence-
based services that address various barriers faced by returning citizens.

History and Mission
The Fortune Society started as a grassroots movement by a group of formerly
incarcerated individuals who recognized the need for comprehensive support
upon release. Its mission emphasizes dignity, respect, and empowerment for
clients, focusing on reducing recidivism through education, job placement,



housing assistance, and counseling. The organization operates with the
conviction that stable housing and meaningful employment are critical to
successful reentry and community safety.

Presence in Queens, New York
The Fortune Society’s Queens offices provide localized services tailored to
the unique demographic and socio-economic characteristics of the borough.
Queens, being one of New York City’s most diverse communities, benefits from
the organization's culturally competent and accessible programs. The Queens
branch ensures that individuals affected by the criminal justice system
receive neighborhood-specific resources and support that align with their
needs.

Services Offered by The Fortune Society in
Queens
The Fortune Society in Queens delivers a broad spectrum of services designed
to meet the multifaceted needs of formerly incarcerated individuals. These
include housing programs, employment assistance, educational opportunities,
health services, and legal support. Each service is structured to remove
barriers to reintegration and promote long-term stability.

Housing Assistance Programs
One of the cornerstone offerings of The Fortune Society is housing support.
The organization provides transitional and permanent housing solutions,
recognizing that stable housing is foundational for successful reentry.
Clients have access to safe, affordable housing options in Queens tailored to
different circumstances, including single adults, families, and those with
special needs.

Employment and Job Training
Employment services include job readiness training, resume development,
interview preparation, and direct job placement support. The Fortune Society
in Queens collaborates with local employers to create pathways to sustainable
employment for its clients. Training programs focus on marketable skills that
align with current labor market demands, facilitating economic independence.

Educational and Vocational Programs
The organization offers educational resources ranging from GED preparation to
college enrollment assistance. Vocational training programs equip clients



with practical skills in trades and technology sectors. These educational
initiatives aim to enhance clients’ qualifications and improve their
competitiveness in the job market.

Counseling and Support Services
Comprehensive counseling services address mental health, substance use, and
trauma recovery. The Fortune Society provides individual and group therapy
sessions, ensuring clients have emotional and psychological support during
their reintegration journey. Case management services help clients navigate
social services and legal challenges effectively.

Impact on the Queens Community
The Fortune Society’s work in Queens has had a measurable impact on reducing
recidivism rates and improving community safety. By offering tailored
services, the organization helps former inmates become productive members of
society. Its efforts contribute to breaking the cycle of incarceration and
poverty that disproportionately affects certain neighborhoods in Queens.

Reduction of Recidivism
Studies and internal data indicate that clients engaged with The Fortune
Society are significantly less likely to return to prison. The comprehensive
support system addresses root causes of criminal behavior, fostering
stability and resilience. This success benefits the broader Queens community
through enhanced public safety and reduced criminal justice costs.

Community Empowerment and Integration
The Fortune Society promotes community integration by facilitating social
connections and civic engagement among clients. The organization hosts events
and workshops that encourage positive interactions between formerly
incarcerated individuals and local residents, fostering mutual understanding
and reducing stigma.

Community Partnerships and Collaboration
The Fortune Society in Queens collaborates with various government agencies,
nonprofits, and local businesses to enhance service delivery. These
partnerships expand resources and create a network of support for clients,
ensuring a holistic approach to reentry.



Government and Public Sector Alliances
Coordination with city and state agencies allows The Fortune Society to
secure funding and access specialized programs. This collaboration ensures
compliance with regulations and alignment with public policy goals related to
criminal justice reform and community development.

Nonprofit and Community Organization Networks
Working alongside other community organizations, The Fortune Society
participates in joint initiatives that address housing, healthcare,
education, and employment. These alliances amplify impact and avoid service
duplication, maximizing benefits for Queens residents.

Engagement with Local Businesses
Partnerships with Queens-based businesses facilitate job placements and on-
the-job training. Employers committed to social responsibility play a
critical role in providing opportunities that support economic reintegration
for formerly incarcerated individuals.

How to Get Involved with The Fortune Society
The Fortune Society welcomes community involvement to support its mission in
Queens, New York. Various opportunities exist for individuals and
organizations to contribute, ranging from volunteering to donating and
advocacy.

Volunteer Opportunities
Volunteers can participate in mentoring, tutoring, event coordination, and
administrative support. The organization offers training to ensure volunteers
are equipped to assist clients effectively and compassionately.

Donations and Fundraising
Financial contributions help sustain and expand programs in Queens. The
Fortune Society organizes fundraising events and campaigns to engage donors
and raise awareness about the challenges faced by formerly incarcerated
individuals.



Advocacy and Awareness
Community members can advocate for criminal justice reform and support
policies that benefit reentry programs. The Fortune Society encourages public
education efforts to reduce stigma and promote inclusive communities in
Queens and beyond.

Volunteer mentoring and tutoring

Participate in fundraising events

Advocate for policy reform

Provide job placement opportunities

Offer educational workshops

Frequently Asked Questions

What services does The Fortune Society in Queens,
New York offer?
The Fortune Society in Queens, New York provides a range of services
including reentry support for formerly incarcerated individuals, housing
assistance, employment services, education, and counseling to help clients
rebuild their lives.

Where is The Fortune Society located in Queens, New
York?
The Fortune Society's main offices are located in Manhattan, but they offer
outreach and programs that serve clients in Queens, New York and surrounding
boroughs.

How can I volunteer with The Fortune Society in
Queens, New York?
To volunteer with The Fortune Society, you can visit their official website
to fill out a volunteer application form or contact their volunteer
coordinator to learn about current opportunities in Queens and other areas.



Does The Fortune Society in Queens provide housing
assistance?
Yes, The Fortune Society offers housing assistance programs aimed at helping
formerly incarcerated individuals and those in need to secure stable and
supportive housing in Queens and other parts of New York City.

How does The Fortune Society support reentry in
Queens, New York?
The Fortune Society supports reentry in Queens by providing comprehensive
services such as job training, education, mental health counseling, and legal
assistance to help individuals successfully transition back into the
community.

Additional Resources
1. The Fortune Society: Advocating for Justice in Queens and Beyond
This book explores the history and mission of The Fortune Society, an
organization dedicated to supporting formerly incarcerated individuals in
Queens, New York. It delves into the social challenges faced by this
population and highlights the society's efforts in advocacy, education, and
reentry programs. Through personal stories and community impact, readers gain
a comprehensive understanding of the organization's pivotal role in criminal
justice reform.

2. Queens Rising: Community and Change in New York’s Fortune Society
"Queens Rising" provides an in-depth look at the transformative work being
done in Queens by The Fortune Society. The book features interviews with
staff, volunteers, and beneficiaries, illustrating the power of community-
driven initiatives. It examines how grassroots movements in urban settings
can foster resilience and hope among marginalized groups.

3. From Incarceration to Empowerment: The Fortune Society Model in Queens
This title focuses on the reentry programs developed by The Fortune Society
in Queens, highlighting best practices for reducing recidivism. It discusses
educational, vocational, and housing services that empower formerly
incarcerated individuals to rebuild their lives. The book also addresses
policy implications and the importance of societal support systems.

4. Queens of Change: Women Leaders of the Fortune Society
Highlighting the influential women behind The Fortune Society, this book
celebrates their leadership and dedication. It profiles key female figures
who have shaped the organization's direction and impact in Queens,
emphasizing themes of gender, justice, and community activism. Their stories
showcase the intersection of social work and empowerment.

5. Bridging the Gap: The Fortune Society’s Role in Queens’ Criminal Justice



Reform
This work analyzes the broader criminal justice reform landscape in Queens
and the crucial role played by The Fortune Society. It covers legislative
advocacy, public education campaigns, and partnerships with local government.
The book provides insights into how collaborative efforts can create systemic
change.

6. Hope in the Borough: Success Stories from Queens’ Fortune Society
Participants
Through a collection of personal narratives, this book presents inspiring
stories of individuals who have transformed their lives with the help of The
Fortune Society in Queens. These testimonials highlight the challenges faced
and overcome, illustrating the profound impact of support services. It serves
as a testament to resilience and the human spirit.

7. Urban Renewal and Social Justice: The Fortune Society’s Impact on Queens
Neighborhoods
Examining the intersection of urban development and social justice, this book
explores how The Fortune Society contributes to neighborhood revitalization
in Queens. It discusses community engagement, affordable housing initiatives,
and efforts to reduce stigma around formerly incarcerated people. The book
situates the society’s work within the broader context of urban policy.

8. Reimagining Second Chances: Innovative Programs at The Fortune Society in
Queens
This book highlights innovative approaches employed by The Fortune Society to
support reentry and rehabilitation in Queens. Covering technology
integration, mental health services, and creative arts programs, it showcases
how innovation can enhance effectiveness. Readers gain insight into forward-
thinking strategies that address complex social issues.

9. The Fortune Society and the Future of Queens: Building Inclusive
Communities
Looking ahead, this title discusses the future directions and challenges for
The Fortune Society within Queens. It explores emerging trends in social
justice, community building, and policy reform. The book offers a hopeful
vision for creating inclusive communities that embrace diversity and second
chances.
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The federal Fair Housing Act of 1968 was passed in a time of turmoil, conflict, and often
conflagration in cities across the nation. It took the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. to
finally secure its passage. The Kerner Commission warned in 1968 that to continue present policies
is to make permanent the division of our country into two societies; one largely Negro and poor,
located in the central cities; the other, predominantly white and affluent, located in the suburbs and
outlying areas. The Fair Housing Act was passed with a dual mandate: to end discrimination and to
dismantle the segregated living patterns that characterized most cities. The Fight for Fair Housing
tells us what happened, why, and what remains to be done. Since the passage of the Fair Housing
Act, the many forms of housing discrimination and segregation, and associated consequences, have
been documented. At the same time, significant progress has been made in counteracting
discrimination and promoting integration. Few suburbs today are all white; many people of color are
moving to the suburbs; and some white families are moving back to the city. Unfortunately,
discrimination and segregation persist. The Fight for Fair Housing brings together the nation’s
leading fair housing activists and scholars (many of whom are in both camps) to tell the stories that
led to the passage of the Fair Housing Act, its consequences, and the implications of the act going
forward. Including an afterword by Walter Mondale, this book is intended for everyone concerned
with the future of our cities and equal access for all persons to housing and related opportunities.
  fortune society queens new york: New York City Criminal Courts Manual NEW YORK
COUNTY LAWYERS� ASSOCIATION,
  fortune society queens new york: National Directory of Drug Abuse and Alcoholism
Treatment and Prevention Programs , 1995
  fortune society queens new york: Captives Jarrod Shanahan, 2022-05-17 The definitive
history of America’s most notorious jail and the violent rise of New York City’s law-and-order
movement Captives combines a thrilling account of Rikers Island’s descent into infamy with a
dramatic retelling of the last seventy years of New York politics from the vantage point of the city’s
jails. It is the story of a crowded field of contending powers—city bureaucrats and unions, black
power activists and guards, crooked cops and elected leaders—struggling for power and influence, a
tale culminating in mass incarceration and the triumph of neoliberalism. It is a riveting chronicle of
how the Rikers Island of today—and the social order it represents—came to be. Conjuring sweeping
cinematic vistas, Captives records how the tempo of history was set by bloody and bruising clashes
between guards and prisoners, between rank and filers and union bosses, between reformers and
reactionaries, and between police officers and virtually everyone else. Written by a one-time Rikers
prisoner, Captives draws on extensive archival research, decades of journalism, interviews, prisoner
testimonials, and firsthand experience to deliver an urgent intervention into our national discussion
about the future of mass incarceration and the call to abolish prisons. The contentious debate about
the future of the Rikers Island penal colony rolls onward, and Captives is a must-read for anyone
interested in the island and what it represents.
  fortune society queens new york: An Economist Walks into a Brothel Allison Schrager,
2019-04-02 A Financial Times Book of the Month pick for April! Is it worth swimming in
shark-infested waters to surf a 50-foot, career-record wave? Is it riskier to make an action movie or a
horror movie? Should sex workers forfeit 50 percent of their income for added security or take a
chance and keep the extra money? Most people wouldn't expect an economist to have an answer to
these questions--or to other questions of daily life, such as who to date or how early to leave for the
airport. But those people haven't met Allison Schrager, an economist and award-winning journalist
who has spent her career examining how people manage risk in their lives and careers. Whether we
realize it or not, we all take risks large and small every day. Even the most cautious among us
cannot opt out--the question is always which risks to take, not whether to take them at all. What
most of us don't know is how to measure those risks and maximize the chances of getting what we
want out of life. In An Economist Walks into a Brothel, Schrager equips readers with five principles
for dealing with risk, principles used by some of the world's most interesting risk takers. For
instance, she interviews a professional poker player about how to stay rational when the stakes are



high, a paparazzo in Manhattan about how to spot different kinds of risk, horse breeders in Kentucky
about how to diversify risk and minimize losses, and a war general who led troops in Iraq about how
to prepare for what we don't see coming. When you start to look at risky decisions through
Schrager's new framework, you can increase the upside to any situation and better mitigate the
downside.
  fortune society queens new york: City Time David Campbell, Jarrod Shanahan, 2025-01-07 A
unique insider perspective of daily life in New York City’s most notorious house of correction While
most people behind bars at Rikers Island are detainees awaiting the settlement of their cases, a
smaller population have already been convicted and are serving sentences deemed too short for the
state prison system. These stints are called “city time.” The sentences range from a few days to a
year, and are generally served within large, open dormitories lacking in privacy and sanitation.
Within these spaces, incarcerated people reproduce an elaborate set of rules, rituals, and
relationships, as a means both of survival and of giving meaning to the time taken from them.
Written by David Campbell and Jarrod Shanahan, who both served sentences at Rikers, City Time
reflects its authors’ personal experiences and observations of short-stay incarceration to present a
nuanced and vivid account of a social world kept locked away from the public eye. The authors
reconstruct the daily realities of sanitation, nourishment, recreation, work, and other necessary
activities, and emphasize the complex interpersonal relationships that emerge in response to city
time. Simultaneously, they paint a grim and urgent picture of structural racism, class violence, and
the disastrous lack of mental health and substance abuse resources for poor New Yorkers, who are
shuttled in and out of city time sentences as “frequent flyers.” Beginning with the authors’ own
processes of intake, and ending with the ritual of late-night release, City Time takes readers behind
the splashy headlines to depict, in intimately human terms, the rich and variegated social world
unfolding, at this very moment, on Rikers Island.
  fortune society queens new york: Reform Nation Colleen P. Eren, 2023-09-12 How one law
tells the story of America's modern criminal justice movement In late 2018, the First Step Act was
signed into law by President Donald Trump just hours before a government shutdown. It was one of
few major pieces of federal criminal justice reform since the 1970s to move toward reversing the
incarceration frenzy that had characterized United States policy. While it did not amount to
revolutionary reform, in Reform Nation, Colleen P. Eren investigates it as a symbol for the larger
movement's trajectory. Its unlikely passage during a period of political polarization was testament to
the power of a new constellation of advocates, stakeholders, and strange bedfellow alliances. These
intriguing and complex dynamics are indicative of a longer, twenty-year shift in which the movement
became nationalized and mainstreamed. Using in-depth interviews with major players in the national
movement, formerly incarcerated activists, celebrities, and donors, this is the first book to turn the
mirror back on the criminal justice reform movement itself—the frames used, the voices heard, the
capital activated among elite participants, and the bitter controversies. This snapshot in time raises
much larger questions about how our democratic processes inform criminal justice policy, and
where we are going in the decades to come.
  fortune society queens new york: National Directory of Drug and Alcohol Abuse
Treatment Programs , 2009
  fortune society queens new york: Laws of the State of New York New York (State),
  fortune society queens new york: Serving the Public , 2004
  fortune society queens new york: Laws of the State of New York Passed at the ... Session
of the Legislature New York (State), 1992
  fortune society queens new york: The Politics of Imprisonment Vanessa Barker,
2009-08-26 The attention devoted to the unprecedented levels of imprisonment in the United States
obscure an obvious but understudied aspect of criminal justice: there is no consistent punishment
policy across the U.S. It is up to individual states to administer their criminal justice systems, and
the differences among them are vast. For example, while some states enforce mandatory minimum
sentencing, some even implementing harsh and degrading practices, others rely on community



sanctions. What accounts for these differences?The Politics of Imprisonment seeks to document and
explain variation in American penal sanctioning, drawing out the larger lessons for America's
overreliance on imprisonment. Grounding her study in a comparison of how California, Washington,
and New York each developed distinctive penal regimes in the late 1960s and early 1970s--a critical
period in the history of crime control policy and a time of unsettling social change--Vanessa Barker
concretely demonstrates that subtle but crucial differences in political institutions, democratic
traditions, and social trust shape the way American states punish offenders. Barker argues that the
apparent link between public participation, punitiveness, and harsh justice is not universal but
dependent upon the varying institutional contexts and patterns of civic engagement within the U.S.
and across liberal democracies.A bracing examination of the relationship between punishment and
democracy, The Politics of Imprisonment not only suggests that increased public participation in the
political process can support and sustain less coercive penal regimes, but also warns that it is
precisely a lack of civic engagement that may underpin mass incarceration in the United States.
  fortune society queens new york: The Queens of American Society Elizabeth Fries Ellet,
1867
  fortune society queens new york: Publication , 1970
  fortune society queens new york: The Queens of American Society E. F. Ellet, 2021-11-05
Reprint of the original, first published in 1867.
  fortune society queens new york: 5 Steps To A Successful Re-Entry Clarence Bowden,
2018-09-17 Goodbye delusional thinking. This means taking those ideas to come out for that one big
score or package and throwing them in the garbage where they belong. There are no big packages,
or scores left for you. Until you understand this, you are already defeated, and on your way back for
another bid. What will it be this time? One year, four to twelve, six to eighteen, life? After all the
time spent incarcerated and seeing so many individuals return to prison or being killed, your goal is
still to go back to the neighborhood and do it again. So here is how that works....... The above
paragraph is a taken from one of the steps. My book the 5 Steps to a Successful Re-Entry is a
solution focused, easy to read, direct, honest and personal approach to addressing the problem of
recidivism. Although intended for the incarcerated and formerly incarcerated. It is also for the family
and communities these men and women will be returning to. I strongly believe that recidivism can
be greatly reduced and ultimately defeated by utilizing the steps provided within this book.
  fortune society queens new york: Laws of the State of New York Passed at the Sessions
of the Legislature New York (State). Legislature, 1992
  fortune society queens new york: One Public Kevin Landis, 2022-11-17 Since its founding by
Joseph Papp in the 1950s, The Public Theater has been an American artistic leader defined by its
breadth of programming, from Hair and A Chorus Line, to Free Shakespeare in the Park. With the
recent critical and financial success of Fun Home and Hamilton, and its emphasis on new play
development, The Public's contemporary history has been equally remarkable, even as world crises
and social changes have tested the mettle of its foundation of accessible and “radically inclusive”
theatre for all. One Public: New York's Public Theater in the Era of Oskar Eustis presents the
broader organization, its creative methodology, and its enormous growth over the past 20 years.
Framed by the tenure and leadership of its current artistic director, the book tells the contemporary
story, recorded over many interviews with iconic practitioners and performers ranging from Diane
Paulus, Tony Kushner and Lynn Nottage to Kevin Kline, Chelsea Clinton and Lin-Manuel Miranda.
Case-study driven, One Public uses oral history accounts and authorial experience to illuminate The
Public Theater, Eustis and their cultural influence on the city of New York and the greater United
States. The story highlights the successes and challenges of an institution at once espousing a
mission of inclusivity and community-based arts creation, while also developing Broadway hits and
international fame.
  fortune society queens new york: New York Magazine , 1982-02-22 New York magazine was
born in 1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for
itself as the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and



photography covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's
consistent mission has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city
itself, while celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.
  fortune society queens new york: Grant$ for Crime, Law Enforcement, & Abuse
Prevention , 1994
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