four mile cove ecological park

four mile cove ecological park is a pristine natural preserve located in Cape
Coral, Florida, renowned for its rich biodiversity and well-maintained trails
that offer visitors an immersive experience in Florida’s unique ecosystems.
This ecological park spans over 365 acres of mangroves, freshwater wetlands,
and upland habitats, providing a sanctuary for numerous species of wildlife
and plant life. Visitors to Four Mile Cove Ecological Park can enjoy a
variety of outdoor activities including kayaking, hiking, birdwatching, and
educational programs focused on environmental conservation. The park’s
boardwalks and observation towers allow easy access to the diverse habitats
while minimizing human impact. This article will explore the park’s location,
natural features, recreational opportunities, wildlife, and conservation
efforts to provide a comprehensive overview of Four Mile Cove Ecological
Park. Below is a detailed table of contents outlining the main topics
covered.

Location and Accessibility

Natural Features and Ecosystems

e Recreational Activities and Amenities

Wildlife and Plant Species

e Conservation and Educational Programs

Location and Accessibility

Four Mile Cove Ecological Park is situated in the city of Cape Coral, in the
southwestern region of Florida. The park is easily accessible by car and is
located near residential neighborhoods, making it a convenient destination
for both locals and tourists seeking a natural retreat. The park’s entrance
is well marked, and ample parking is available for wvisitors. Public
transportation options are limited, so private vehicles or rideshare services
are recommended for reaching the site.

Directions and Parking

The park’s main entrance is located off Diplomat Parkway East, a major
thoroughfare in Cape Coral. Visitors can find free parking on-site, which
accommodates cars, bicycles, and small boats. The parking area is designed to
facilitate quick access to the park’s trailheads and kayak launch points.
Additionally, the park’s layout includes accessible pathways to accommodate
visitors with mobility challenges.

Operating Hours and Fees

Four Mile Cove Ecological Park is generally open daily from sunrise to
sunset, allowing visitors ample time to explore the natural surroundings



throughout the day. Entry to the park is free of charge, promoting public
engagement with Florida’s natural habitats. However, certain activities such
as kayak rentals may incur fees, which support the park’s maintenance and
educational efforts.

Natural Features and Ecosystems

The ecological diversity of Four Mile Cove Ecological Park is one of its most
notable characteristics. The park encompasses a variety of ecosystems,
including freshwater wetlands, mangrove forests, and upland habitats. These
environments interact to create a balanced and rich ecological system that
supports a wide range of flora and fauna. The park’s preservation efforts
focus on maintaining these habitats in their natural state.

Mangrove Forests

Mangrove trees dominate much of the coastal area within the park. These salt-
tolerant trees provide critical habitat for many marine species and act as
natural barriers protecting inland areas from storm surge and erosion. The
mangrove roots also serve as nurseries for fish, crabs, and other aquatic
organisms, making this ecosystem vital for local biodiversity.

Freshwater Wetlands

Interspersed among the mangroves are freshwater wetlands that sustain a
variety of plant species and aquatic life. These wetlands help filter
pollutants from water, support amphibians and reptiles, and contribute to the
overall health of the park’s ecosystem. Seasonal variations in water levels
create dynamic conditions that influence the types of species found in these
areas.

Upland Habitats

Beyond the wetlands and mangroves, the park includes upland areas
characterized by pine flatwoods and hardwood hammocks. These habitats provide
homes for terrestrial wildlife and add to the ecological diversity of Four
Mile Cove Ecological Park. The upland zones are also important for supporting
native plant species and serve as corridors for animal movement.

Recreational Activities and Amenities

Four Mile Cove Ecological Park offers a variety of recreational opportunities
designed to engage visitors with nature while promoting environmental
stewardship. The park features well-maintained trails, kayak launches, picnic
areas, and observation towers that enhance the visitor experience without
compromising the integrity of the natural environment.



Hiking and Walking Trails

The park has multiple trails that wind through different habitats, providing
visitors with opportunities to observe wildlife and enjoy scenic views. These
trails vary in length and difficulty, accommodating casual walkers as well as
more dedicated hikers. Boardwalks are constructed over sensitive wetland
areas to protect the soil and vegetation from trampling.

Kayaking and Canoeing

Water-based activities are a highlight at Four Mile Cove Ecological Park.
Kayaking and canoeing through the park’s mangrove channels allow visitors to
explore areas that are otherwise inaccessible by foot. Equipment rentals are
available onsite, and guided tours can be arranged to enhance the experience
with expert knowledge of the local ecology.

Picnic and Observation Areas

Several picnic tables and shaded pavilions are scattered throughout the park,
providing comfortable spots for rest and relaxation. Observation towers offer
elevated vantage points for birdwatching and photography, giving visitors
panoramic views of the surrounding wetlands and waterways.

Wildlife and Plant Species

Four Mile Cove Ecological Park is home to a remarkable variety of wildlife
and plant species, making it a significant location for biodiversity in the
region. The park’s habitats support both common and rare species,
contributing to conservation and educational initiatives.

Birdlife

Birdwatching is one of the most popular activities at the park due to the
presence of numerous bird species. Wading birds like herons and egrets,
raptors such as ospreys, and migratory songbirds can be spotted throughout
the year. The park serves as an important stopover for migratory birds
traveling along the Atlantic Flyway.

Reptiles and Amphibians

The wetlands and uplands provide habitat for a variety of reptiles and
amphibians including turtles, frogs, and snakes. Some species are native to
Florida’'s wetland ecosystems, while others are more elusive and require
careful observation to encounter. The presence of these animals is indicative
of the park’s ecological health.

Flora Diversity

Plant life within Four Mile Cove Ecological Park ranges from salt-tolerant
mangroves to freshwater wetland plants and upland hardwoods. The diversity of



vegetation supports the complex food webs and provides shelter for wildlife.
Native plants are emphasized in the park’s restoration projects to maintain
ecological balance.

Conservation and Educational Programs

Four Mile Cove Ecological Park is committed to environmental conservation and
education. The park collaborates with local organizations and schools to
promote awareness about Florida’s ecosystems and the importance of protecting
natural habitats. Various programs and initiatives are designed to engage the
community and foster stewardship.

Habitat Restoration Projects

Ongoing restoration efforts focus on removing invasive species, replanting
native vegetation, and improving water quality within the park. These
projects help to preserve the ecological integrity of the area and provide
better conditions for native wildlife to thrive. Volunteers often participate
in these activities to support conservation goals.

Environmental Education

The park offers educational programs tailored for different age groups,
including guided nature walks, workshops, and interactive exhibits. These
programs aim to increase understanding of local ecosystems, wildlife
behavior, and conservation challenges. Educational signage throughout the
park also informs visitors about the natural features and species they
encounter.

Community Involvement

Community involvement 1is integral to the success of Four Mile Cove Ecological
Park. The park organizes events such as clean-up days, citizen science
projects, and lectures to involve residents and visitors in protecting the
environment. Partnerships with local schools and organizations help extend
the park’s educational reach.

e F'ree parking and accessible trails

e Diverse ecosystems including mangroves, wetlands, and uplands

e Recreational activities such as kayaking, hiking, and birdwatching
e Rich wildlife including birds, reptiles, and native plants

e Active conservation and educational outreach programs



Frequently Asked Questions

Where is Four Mile Cove Ecological Park located?

Four Mile Cove Ecological Park is located in Cape Coral, Florida.

What types of wildlife can be seen at Four Mile Cove
Ecological Park?

Visitors can see a variety of wildlife including birds like herons and
egrets, as well as turtles, fish, and occasionally alligators.

What activities are available at Four Mile Cove
Ecological Park?

The park offers kayaking, canoeing, nature trails for hiking, bird watching,
and educational programs about the local ecosystem.

Are there any facilities for picnics at Four Mile
Cove Ecological Park?

Yes, the park has picnic areas with tables and shelters where visitors can
enjoy meals surrounded by nature.

Is Four Mile Cove Ecological Park suitable for
families with children?

Absolutely, the park is family-friendly with easy walking trails, educational
signage, and safe water activities suitable for children.

What is the best time of year to wvisit Four Mile Cove
Ecological Park?

The best time to visit is during the cooler months, from November to April,
to avoid Florida's hot and humid summers and to enjoy active wildlife.

Are pets allowed in Four Mile Cove Ecological Park?

Pets are generally allowed but must be kept on a leash at all times to
protect the wildlife and other visitors.

Is there an entrance fee for Four Mile Cove
Ecological Park?

No, Four Mile Cove Ecological Park is free to the public, making it an
accessible destination for nature lovers.

How long are the trails at Four Mile Cove Ecological



Park?

The park features several trails totaling approximately 3 miles, suitable for
leisurely walks and wildlife observation.

Additional Resources

1. Exploring Four Mile Cove: A Naturalist’s Guide

This book offers an in-depth look at the diverse ecosystems within Four Mile
Cove Ecological Park. Readers will find detailed descriptions of the native
flora and fauna, along with tips for birdwatching and nature photography. It
is an essential guide for visitors who want to deepen their appreciation of
the park’s natural beauty.

2. The Wetlands of Four Mile Cove: Ecology and Conservation

Focusing on the wetland habitats of Four Mile Cove, this book explores the
ecological significance of these environments. It examines the role wetlands
play in supporting wildlife and maintaining water quality. Conservation
efforts and challenges faced by the park are also discussed, making it a
valuable resource for environmentalists.

3. Birds of Four Mile Cove Ecological Park

This field guide highlights the wvariety of bird species that inhabit Four
Mile Cove. Featuring detailed illustrations and identification tips, it is
perfect for both amateur and experienced birders. The book also includes
information on seasonal migrations and nesting behaviors observed within the
park.

4. Flora of Four Mile Cove: Native Plants and Their Roles

Dedicated to the plant life of Four Mile Cove, this book catalogs the native
species found throughout the park. It explains the ecological roles these
plants play and offers guidance on how to identify them. Gardeners and nature
enthusiasts will find this book both informative and inspiring.

5. Four Mile Cove: A History of Ecological Preservation

Tracing the history of Four Mile Cove Ecological Park, this book details the
efforts to protect and preserve this unique natural area. It covers the
park’s establishment, key environmental milestones, and community
involvement. Readers gain insight into the importance of sustained
conservation work.

6. Wildlife Walks: Discovering Four Mile Cove’s Hidden Treasures

This book provides curated walking tours designed to showcase the wildlife
diversity of Four Mile Cove. Each walk highlights different habitats and the
creatures that live there, encouraging exploration and observation. It
includes maps and practical advice for visitors.

7. The Role of Mangroves in Four Mile Cove’s Ecosystem

Focusing on the mangrove forests within the park, this book discusses their
critical functions in coastal protection and habitat provision. It explains
how mangroves support biodiversity and help mitigate climate change impacts.
The book also covers threats to these vital trees and restoration
initiatives.

8. Four Mile Cove Through the Seasons: Nature’s Changing Palette

This book captures the seasonal transformations of Four Mile Cove, from
vibrant spring blooms to tranquil winter landscapes. It explores how wildlife
and plant activity shift throughout the year. Photographs and narratives



celebrate the park’s dynamic beauty across all seasons.

9. Environmental Education at Four Mile Cove Ecological Park

Highlighting the educational programs offered at Four Mile Cove, this book
discusses how the park serves as a living classroom. It reviews curriculum
topics, outreach efforts, and the benefits of outdoor learning experiences.
Educators and parents will find valuable ideas for engaging students with
nature.
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four mile cove ecological park: Caloosahatchee River Guidebook Kevin M McCarthy, 2014-12
The Caloosahatchee flows from near Lake Okeechobee for to its outlet at Fort Myers on the
southwest Gulf coast of Florida. Eighty miles long and only a stone's throw across in some places,
Florida's Caloosahatchee River once played an essential part in the transport of cattle, fruit, and
other goods between Lake Okeechobee and Punta Rassa. Now the river, which has been dredged,
deepened, and “improved for decades, is the key to efforts to restore the Everglades to its natural
beauty and balance. Discover the Caloosahatchee's colorful history and importance in this
comprehensive guidebook. See all of the books in this series

four mile cove ecological park: Boardwalks and Long Walks William Holcomb, 2014-05-27 A
guide for the beginning citizen-scientist, and for anyone looking for the hidden natural areas of
Florida. A backpack friendly, field ready listing that is not web dependent. It includes the story of
the search for the elevated hiking trails called boardwalks. The Long Walks are the primitive paths
and longer trails found in the public lands. This book includes a list of the Public Access Lands in
Florida of nearly 1,000 sites in all; City Parks and Preserves, County Parks and Preserves, Wildlife
Management Areas, Wildlife Environmental Areas, State Parks, State Forests, Conservation Areas of
Water Management Districts, National Parks, National Forests, Nature Centers, Indian Mound Sites,
and Private Preserves/ Conservation Areas. There are chapters on Florida's habitats, trees, Florida's
water cycle, and historic figures and place names.

four mile cove ecological park: Explorer's Guide Sarasota, Sanibel Island & Naples Chelle
Koster-Walton, 2011-01-03 In this updated guide you'll find the definitive word on this Gulf Coast
area, its recreation, restaurants, hotels, and more, from deluxe to offbeat. Enjoy an insider’s vantage
point on Charlotte Harbor’s wild shores, the coast’s sandy barrier islands, Naples’s polished allure,
and Sarasota-Bradenton’s “sweet” history.

four mile cove ecological park: Explorer's Guide Sarasota Sanibel Island and Naples
Chelle Koster Walton, 2013-06-03 Gain an insider’s vantage point on this exceptional part of the
Florida coast. Whether Charlotte Harbor’s wild shorelines and preserved estuaries, or Sarasota’s
historic culture sweetened by sugar magnates, travelers have an in-depth look on the environment,
history, and culture of this beautiful stretch of coastline. Now in its 6th fully updated edition, this
guide gives visitors and locals access to the best of Florida’s Gulf Coast. Do it all, from the fabled
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“Sanibel stoop” for collecting seashells to dining in the finest five-star bistros. The author’s deep
local knowledge again provides the most reliable info available to this paradise.

four mile cove ecological park: Explorer's Guide Sarasota, Sanibel Island & Naples: A
Great Destination (Sixth Edition) Chelle Koster-Walton, 2013-06-03 Gain an insider’s vantage
point on this exceptional part of the Florida coast. Whether Charlotte Harbor’s wild shorelines and
preserved estuaries, or Sarasota’s historic culture sweetened by sugar magnates, travelers have an
in-depth look on the environment, history, and culture of this beautiful stretch of coastline. Now in
its 6th fully updated edition, this guide gives visitors and locals access to the best of Florida’s Gulf
Coast. Do it all, from the fabled “Sanibel stoop” for collecting seashells to dining in the finest
five-star bistros. The author’s deep local knowledge again provides the most reliable info available to
this paradise.

four mile cove ecological park: Moon Sarasota & Naples Jason Ferguson, 2018-09-25
Explore the soft white beaches, wild Everglades, and sun-soaked cities of Florida's Paradise Coast
with Moon Sarasota & Naples. Inside you'll find: Flexible, strategic itineraries from a weekend
getaway in Sarasota to a full week exploring Florida's west coast Honest advice for beach-goers,
families, water sports enthusiasts, and more The best spots for outdoor adventures like kayaking,
hiking, biking, bird-watching, and fishing The top sights and unique experiences: Discover the
vibrant performing arts scene in Sarasota or stroll through quaint riverfront towns and secluded
island enclaves. Unwind on shell-scattered beaches or head inland to explore palmetto prairies and
swampy forests. Indulge at upscale restaurants in Naples, browse fine art galleries, or check out a
local swamp buggy race. Work up an appetite by paddling the Great Calusa Blueway, kick back at a
beachfront oyster bar, and sip a local brew as the sun sets over the ocean Expert advice from Florida
native Jason Ferguson on where to stay, where to eat, and how to get around by car, bus, or boat
Full-color photos and detailed maps throughout Handy tips for international visitors, seniors,
LGBTQ+ travelers, and travelers with disabilities Background information on the landscape, wildlife,
history, and culture Full coverage of Sarasota, Charlotte Harbor, Fort Myers, Sanibel, Captiva, the
Barrier Islands, Naples, and the Everglades With Moon Sarasota & Naples' practical advice and local
know-how, you can plan your trip your way. For more of the Sunshine State, try Moon Florida or
Moon Tampa & St. Petersburg. Special ebook features: Easily navigate listings with quick searches,
plus website links and zoom-in maps and images Personalize your guide by adding notes and
bookmarks

four mile cove ecological park: Explorer's Guide South Florida Sandra Friend, Trish Riley,
Kathy Wolf, 2009-12-22 This completely revised second edition of the definitive South Florida
guidebook offers coverage of Tampa, the Gulf Coast, South Beach, Miami, and the Keys. In diverse,
exciting South Florida you might catch a glimpse of an endangered Florida panther in a nature
preserve in the morning and visit a four-star restaurant and world-class nightclub that evening. This
rich destination welcomes visitors from all over the world with its vibrant arts communities and
multicultural historic sites, luxurious seaside resorts and lush forests, and some of the best fishing
and diving in the United States. With cattle ranches and citrus groves all the way down to the mighty
swamps of the Everglades and Big Cypress there are endless opportunities for exploration and
discovery for singles, couples, and families. From eco-friendly establishments and environmental
information about the region to its trendy nightlife, out-of-the-way attractions, and best beach hotels,
Explorer’s Guide South Florida is a thorough introduction to an alluring place that tourists as well as
locals simply shouldn’t miss. Detailed maps, an index, an alphabetical “What’s Where” subject guide,
and helpful icons that highlight places that offer special value, are pet-, gay-, and family-friendly,
and are wheelchair accessible round out this incredible resource, your perfect travel companion.

four mile cove ecological park: Proposed OCS 0il and Gas Sales 67 and 69, 1981

four mile cove ecological park: Explorer's Guide Sarasota, Sanibel Island, & Naples (Seventh
Edition) (Explorer's Complete) Chelle Koster-Walton, 2016-12-27 The trusted guide to Florida's
premier Gulf Coast destinations—now with a brand-new look! Whether Charlotte Harbor’s wild
shorelines and preserved estuaries, or Sarasota’s historic culture sweetened by sugar magnates,



travelers have an in-depth look on the environment, history, and culture of this beautiful stretch of
coastline. Now in its 7th fully updated edition, this guide gives visitors and locals access to the best
of Florida’s Gulf Coast. Do it all, from the fabled “Sanibel stoop” for collecting seashells to dining in
the finest five-star bistros. The author’s deep local knowledge again provides the most reliable info
available to this paradise. Each book in the Explorer’s Guide series gives travelers the tools and
information they need to discover every corner of their destination. The helpful “What’s Where”
section gives you the lay of the land; easy-to-read maps show you how to get around; handy icons
point out amenities; and sidebars throughout recommend the must-see and must-do spots in each
region. Everything you need to enjoy the beach is right here!

four mile cove ecological park: Explorer's Guide South Florida: Includes Sarasota, Naples,
Miami & the Florida Keys (Second Edition) Sandra Friend, Trish Riley, Kathy Wolf, 2010-02-01 This
completely revised second edition of the definitive South Florida guidebook offers coverage of
Tampa, the Gulf Coast, South Beach, Miami, and the Keys. In diverse, exciting South Florida you
might catch a glimpse of an endangered Florida panther in a nature preserve in the morning and
visit a four-star restaurant and world-class nightclub that evening. This rich destination welcomes
visitors from all over the world with its vibrant arts communities and multicultural historic sites,
luxurious seaside resorts and lush forests, and some of the best fishing and diving in the United
States. With cattle ranches and citrus groves all the way down to the mighty swamps of the
Everglades and Big Cypress there are endless opportunities for exploration and discovery for
singles, couples, and families. From eco-friendly establishments and environmental information
about the region to its trendy nightlife, out-of-the-way attractions, and best beach hotels, Explorer’s
Guide South Florida is a thorough introduction to an alluring place that tourists as well as locals
simply shouldn’t miss. Detailed maps, an index, an alphabetical “What’s Where” subject guide, and
helpful icons that highlight places that offer special value, are pet-, gay-, and family-friendly, and are
wheelchair accessible round out this incredible resource, your perfect travel companion.

four mile cove ecological park: OCS (Outer Continental Shelf) Oil and Gas Lease Sales
No.67 and 69, 1982, TX to FL , 1981

four mile cove ecological park: Exploring Florida's Botanical Wonders Sandra Friend, 2009
Surveys interesting Florida sites based on the botanical species found there.

four mile cove ecological park: The Unofficial Guide to South Florida including Miami and the
Keys Lea Lane, Joe Surkiewicz, Marcia Levin, 2003-11-07 From the publishers of The Unofficial
Guide® to Walt Disney World® A Tourist’s Best Friend! -Chicago Sun-Times Indispensable -The
New York Times The Top 10 Ways The Unofficial Guide to South Florida including Miami & the Keys
Can Help You Have the Perfect Trip: Candid, critical, and useful information on Palm Beach,
Broward, and Miami-Dade Counties, Southwest Florida, the Florida Keys, and Everglades National
Park Helpful hints on getting the best room at the lowest possible rate-on and off the beach Detailed
reviews of more than 100 restaurants The inside story on the best beaches: where to swim and sun,
where to take it off, where to park, how to avoid crowds, and more A complete guide to the most
interesting and exciting sights and attractions in South Florida, plus insider details on Everglades
National Park The top diving outfitters, deep-sea fishing charters, where to rent jet skis, snorkel
gear, and more Inside advice on the hottest nightlife: flamenco shows, live Latin music, supper
clubs, happy hours, and more Where to golf, play tennis, swim, or work out The inside story on
shopping-where to get the best for less Proven strategies for enjoying sunny South Florida with your
kids Get the unbiased truth on hundreds of hotels, restaurants, attractions, and more in The
Unofficial Guide to South Florida including Miami & the Keys-the resource that helps you save
money, save time, and make your trip the best it can be.

four mile cove ecological park: Mobil Travel Guide Mobil Travel Guide, 2003-11 This planner
is organized alphabetically by state, with introductory information about the state followed by city
listings in alphabetical order. For each city, the planner lists recommended sites and attractions and
Mobil One- to Five-Star rated lodgings and restaurants.

four mile cove ecological park: Miami & South Florida Access , 1992 Introducing the most



comprehensive guide ever covering one of the most popular vacation getaway spots, from gold coast
to gulf coast, including Miami, Ft. Lauderdale, Palm Beach, the Keys, the Everglades, and Sanibel
and Captiva Islands. Maps, line drawings.

four mile cove ecological park: New Foundland & Labrador Backroad Mapbook Russell
Mussio, 2014-06-13 Backroad Mapbooks is delighted to chart the lands of Newfoundland and
Labrador. The most easterly province of Canada, Newfoundland and Labrador is a land unlike any
other. The premier edition of Backroad Mapbooks’ Newfoundland and Labrador backcountry map
book covers the entire Atlantic province, from the mainland region of Labrador to the proud island of
Newfoundland. Here you will discover St. John's, one of North America’s oldest cities with a
European history dating back to the 16th century, and the most easterly point of the entire
continent, in Cape Spear. Newfoundland and Labrador boasts the UNESCO World Heritage Site of
Gros Morne National Park, where Mother Nature unveils the earth’s mantle amidst spectacular cliffs
and glacial valleys. Features - Map Key & Legend - Topographic Maps - Detailed Adventure Section
>> Backroad Attractions, Fishing Locations, Hunting Areas, Paddling Routes, Parks & Campsites,
Trail Systems, ATV Routes,Snowmobile Areas, Wildlife Viewing, Winter Recreation, Service
Directory, Accommodations, Sales & Services, Tours & Guides, Index, Adventure Index, Map Index,
Trip Planning Tools,

four mile cove ecological park: The Everything Family Guide To Mexico Bob Brooke,
2006-09-17 Mexico has become a popular family vacation destination, with resorts catering to
parents and children of all ages. Over 5.3 million tourists visit Mexico annually. The Everything
Family Guide to Mexico is the travel handbook for the adventurous and cautious family alike. With a
historical and cultural overview of Mexico and special attention given to family-friendly destinations,
this is the all-in-one travel planner for any family. With extensive coverage on finding deals online,
cruising to Mexico, budgeting, and arranging outdoor and rainy-day activities The Everything Family
Guide to Mexico is a one-stop resource packed with exciting ideas and useful tips for the perfect
family vacation!

four mile cove ecological park: The Money Saver's Travel Atlas MapQuest.com, Inc, Reader's
Digest, 2003 This amazing road atlas, with over 500 colorful maps, covers all 50 states plus Puerto
Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, and all ten Canadian provinces and Mexico. Full color.

four mile cove ecological park: Road Atlas: United States, Canada, and Mexico Rand
McNally and Company, 2008
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