foster parents vs biological family

foster parents vs biological family is a complex and sensitive topic that involves
understanding the distinct roles, responsibilities, and emotional dynamics between these
two types of caregivers. This article explores the differences and similarities between
foster parents and biological families, shedding light on the legal, emotional, and social
aspects that define their relationships with children. It examines how foster care operates
in contrast to biological family structures, the challenges faced by children in both
settings, and the implications for child development and well-being. By delving into these
aspects, the article aims to provide a comprehensive overview useful for social workers,
policymakers, and anyone interested in child welfare. The discussion also highlights the
importance of support systems and the impact of family environments on the growth and
stability of children. Below is a detailed breakdown of the topics covered in this article.

¢ Understanding Foster Care and Biological Families

Emotional and Psychological Impact on Children

Legal and Custodial Differences

Challenges Faced by Foster Parents and Biological Families

Support Systems and Resources

Understanding Foster Care and Biological
Families

To differentiate foster parents vs biological family, it is essential to first understand the
fundamental nature of each caregiving arrangement. Biological families refer to the family
unit consisting of parents and children related by birth or adoption, typically providing a
permanent and legally recognized environment. Foster care, on the other hand, is a
temporary arrangement where certified foster parents provide care for children who
cannot live with their biological families due to various reasons such as neglect, abuse, or
parental incapacity.

Definition of Foster Care

Foster care involves placing children in the homes of trained individuals or families who

agree to care for them temporarily. These foster parents work with child welfare agencies
to ensure the child's safety, health, and emotional well-being until a permanent solution is
found, which may include reunification with biological parents, adoption, or guardianship.



Role of Biological Family

Biological families generally serve as the primary caregivers responsible for nurturing,
supporting, and raising children through various stages of life. Their connection is rooted
in genetics, cultural heritage, and familial bonds, often providing emotional stability and a
sense of identity for children.

Key Differences in Caregiving

The primary distinction between foster parents vs biological family lies in the permanence
and legal status of the caregiving. Biological parents usually have full parental rights,
whereas foster parents have temporary custody and must comply with legal and agency
regulations. Additionally, foster care often involves additional oversight and support
services to address the child's specific needs.

Emotional and Psychological Impact on Children

The experiences of children within foster care and biological families differ significantly,
influencing their emotional and psychological development. Understanding these impacts
is vital in assessing the foster parents vs biological family dynamic.

Attachment and Bonding

Children in biological families often develop early and stable attachments with their
parents, which contribute to secure emotional development. In contrast, children in foster
care may face disruptions in attachment due to separation from their biological families
and the temporary nature of foster placements. This can lead to challenges in forming
trust and emotional security.

Trauma and Behavioral Issues

Many children entering foster care have experienced trauma, including abuse, neglect, or
family instability. These adverse experiences can result in behavioral problems, anxiety,
and difficulties in school. Foster parents must be prepared to address these issues with
specialized training and support, unlike many biological families who may not face the
same intensity of trauma.

Identity and Sense of Belonging

Biological families typically provide a strong sense of cultural and familial identity. Foster
children, however, may struggle with feelings of abandonment and uncertainty about their
future. Maintaining connections with biological relatives, when safe and appropriate, is
often encouraged to support identity formation.



Legal and Custodial Differences

The legal distinctions between foster parents and biological families are significant and
influence the rights, responsibilities, and decision-making authority related to child care.

Parental Rights

Biological parents generally retain full parental rights unless terminated by a court due to
neglect or abuse. Foster parents do not have these rights but have custody and caregiving
responsibilities for the duration of the foster placement. This temporary custody is subject
to periodic review by child welfare agencies.

Decision-Making Authority

Biological parents usually make decisions regarding education, healthcare, and religion.
Foster parents must often seek approval from caseworkers or courts for significant
decisions, ensuring that the child's best interests are prioritized within the framework of
the foster care system.

Adoption and Permanency Planning

Foster care serves as a temporary solution, with permanency planning aiming to reunite
children with their biological families or find adoptive families if reunification is not
possible. This legal process differentiates foster parents from adoptive or biological
parents who have permanent custodial rights.

Challenges Faced by Foster Parents and
Biological Families

Both foster parents and biological families encounter unique challenges in providing care,
which affect their ability to meet children's needs effectively.

Challenges for Foster Parents

Managing behavioral and emotional issues stemming from trauma.

Navigating complex legal systems and agency requirements.

Dealing with the temporary nature of placements and potential separation from the
child.

Balancing support for the child’s connection to biological family with their caregiving
role.



Challenges for Biological Families

e Addressing factors that led to foster care placement, such as substance abuse or
poverty.

e Rebuilding trust and relationships with children after removal.
e Maintaining stability while meeting children’s emotional and physical needs.

e Accessing resources and support to prevent further family disruption.

Shared Challenges

Both foster parents and biological families often face financial strain, lack of adequate
support, and the emotional toll of caregiving. They may also struggle with societal stigma
and misunderstandings about their family dynamics.

Support Systems and Resources

Effective support systems are crucial in addressing the needs of foster parents and
biological families, promoting positive outcomes for children in care.

Support for Foster Parents

Foster parents receive training, counseling, and financial assistance through child welfare
agencies. Support groups and respite care services help alleviate stress and provide
opportunities for skill development to manage challenging behaviors.

Support for Biological Families

Biological families may access parenting classes, substance abuse treatment, mental
health services, and economic assistance programs designed to strengthen family stability
and facilitate reunification when appropriate.

Community and Social Services

Both foster and biological families benefit from community-based programs such as
mentoring, educational support, and healthcare services. Collaboration between agencies
ensures coordinated care and maximizes resources for children’s well-being.



Key Resources Available

Parenting education and training programs

Mental health counseling and trauma-informed care

Financial assistance and respite care for foster families

Family reunification and preservation services

Legal advocacy and rights education

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key differences between foster parents and
biological family?

Foster parents provide temporary care for children who cannot live with their biological
family, often due to safety or welfare concerns. Biological family refers to the child's birth
relatives who have a permanent legal and genetic connection.

How does the legal responsibility of foster parents differ
from that of biological parents?

Biological parents have full legal rights and responsibilities for their child, whereas foster
parents have temporary guardianship and care duties as assigned by the state or child
welfare agency, without full parental rights.

Can foster parents adopt the children they care for?

Yes, foster parents can adopt children if the biological parents' rights are terminated and
the child is legally freed for adoption, but this process requires legal proceedings and
approval by the court.

How do children typically feel about foster parents
compared to their biological family?

Children's feelings vary widely; some may develop strong bonds with foster parents who
provide stability and care, while others may feel loyalty or emotional attachment to their
biological family, leading to complex emotions.



What challenges do foster parents face that biological
parents might not?

Foster parents often face challenges like navigating legal systems, managing temporary
placements, addressing trauma or behavioral issues in children, and uncertainty about the
child's permanency, which biological parents might not encounter.

How does the role of foster parents support the child's
connection to their biological family?

Foster parents often work to maintain or encourage positive relationships between the
child and their biological family through supervised visits and communication, aiming to
support the child's emotional well-being and potential reunification.

Additional Resources

1. The Connected Child: Bring Hope and Healing to Your Adoptive Family

This book by Karyn Purvis, David Cross, and Wendy Lyons Sunshine offers insightful
guidance for foster and adoptive parents. It focuses on understanding the emotional and
psychological needs of children from difficult backgrounds and provides practical
parenting techniques. The authors emphasize building strong attachments, helping foster
parents navigate the complexities of relationships between foster children and their
biological families.

2. Parenting the Hurt Child: Helping Adoptive Families Heal and Grow

Authored by Gregory C. Keck and Regina M. Kupecky, this book explores the challenges
faced by foster and adoptive parents in managing children who have experienced trauma.
It discusses the dynamics between foster parents and biological families, offering
strategies to support the child’s healing process while respecting biological connections.
The book is a valuable resource for fostering healthy family environments.

3. To the End of June: The Intimate Life of American Foster Care

In this compelling narrative, Cris Beam delves into the lives of foster children and parents,
highlighting the emotional tug-of-war between foster families and biological relatives. The
book provides a nuanced perspective on the foster care system, detailing the struggles of
maintaining bonds with biological families while creating new attachments. It’s an eye-
opening look at the complexities inherent in foster care.

4. The Foster Parenting Manual: A Practical Guide to Creating a Loving, Safe Home

By Joy Berry, this manual offers foster parents practical advice on caring for children from
diverse backgrounds, including those separated from their biological families. It addresses
common issues such as loyalty conflicts children face between foster and biological
families, and ways to navigate these challenges. The book serves as a foundational guide
for new and experienced foster parents alike.

5. Finding Family: What the Science of Attachment and Trauma Tells Us About Fostering
Relationships with Birth Families
This book by Deborah D. Gray focuses on the delicate balance foster parents must



maintain in supporting children’s connections to their biological families. It combines
scientific research on attachment and trauma with real-world examples, providing foster
parents with tools to foster healthy relationships across family lines. The book highlights
the importance of collaboration and empathy in the foster care journey.

6. Ghosts in the Nursery: Tracing the Roots of Violence

While not exclusively about foster care, this influential book by Dorothy R. Burlingham and
Selma Fraiberg explores how early family experiences impact children’s behavior. The
insights help foster parents understand the deep-seated issues children from biological
families with trauma may bring into foster homes. It encourages foster parents to be
mindful of these histories to better support children’s emotional growth.

7. Parenting the Hurt and Traumatized Child: A Guide to Creating a Family That Heals

By Christine A. Courtois, this book addresses the unique challenges foster parents face
when raising children who have been separated from their biological families due to
trauma. It offers strategies for creating a nurturing environment while acknowledging the
child’s past and biological family ties. The book is a compassionate resource for helping
foster children heal and thrive.

8. Foster Care: Voices from the Inside

This collection by various authors presents firsthand accounts from foster children, foster
parents, and biological families. It sheds light on the emotional complexity and conflicts
that arise between foster and biological family roles. The narratives provide foster parents
with a deeper understanding of the perspectives and feelings involved, promoting empathy
and better communication.

9. Attachment-Focused Parenting for Foster and Adoptive Families

Written by Daniel A. Hughes, this book emphasizes the importance of attachment in the
relationships between foster parents, children, and biological families. It provides
practical approaches for foster parents to build trust and security while respecting the
child’s connections to their biological roots. The book serves as a comprehensive guide to
nurturing stable, loving family environments despite the challenges of foster care.
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foster parents vs biological family: The Foster Parenting Manual John DeGarmo, 2013-06-28
The Foster Parenting Manual is a comprehensive guide offering proven, friendly advice for novice
and experienced parents alike. Distilling many years' experience into one book, this book describes
what you can expect from foster parenting, how to access help and support and how to ensure the
best care for your child.
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children who experience this sad fact when they are removed from their home due to neglect or
abuse. Not every foster child has a foster family. In some regions, foster children must wait for long
periods of time in shelter care. More than one-half million children in the United States rely on
foster families to provide a safe and loving home. Many wonderful and caring families would like to
open their homes to these children, but are clueless about how to get started. There are many
misconceptions, myths and misunderstandings surrounding foster care. These concerns must be
shattered and waiting children must be nurtured. This book details for prospective foster parents the
requirements, qualifications and screening process. Step by step, foster parents are guided through
the crucial decisions and directed to the vital information they will need to foster parent effectively.
Foster Parent Handbook provides an indispensible guide for navigating through the foster care
system. It is designed for use by prospective foster parents, those who are currently foster parents
and professionals providing foster care services.

foster parents vs biological family: Adoptive Families in a Diverse Society Katarina Wegar,
2006 Adoptive Families in a Diverse Society brings together twenty-one prominent scholars to
explore the experience, practice, and policy of adoption in North America. While much existing
literature tends to stress the potential problems inherent in non-biological kinship, the essays in this
volume consider adoptive family life in a broad and balanced context. Bringing new perspectives to
the topics of kinship, identity, and belonging, this path-breaking book expands more than our
understandings of adoptive family life; it urges us to rethink the limits and possibilities of diversity
and assimilation in American society.

foster parents vs biological family: The Social History of the American Family Marilyn ].
Coleman, Lawrence H. Ganong, 2014-09-02 The American family has come a long way from the days
of the idealized family portrayed in iconic television shows of the 1950s and 1960s. The four volumes
of The Social History of the American Family explore the vital role of the family as the fundamental
social unit across the span of American history. Experiences of family life shape so much of an
individual’s development and identity, yet the patterns of family structure, family life, and family
transition vary across time, space, and socioeconomic contexts. Both the definition of who or what
counts as family and representations of the “ideal” family have changed over time to reflect
changing mores, changing living standards and lifestyles, and increased levels of social
heterogeneity. Available in both digital and print formats, this carefully balanced academic work
chronicles the social, cultural, economic, and political aspects of American families from the colonial
period to the present. Key themes include families and culture (including mass media), families and
religion, families and the economy, families and social issues, families and social stratification and
conflict, family structures (including marriage and divorce, gender roles, parenting and children,
and mixed and non-modal family forms), and family law and policy. Features: Approximately 600
articles, richly illustrated with historical photographs and color photos in the digital edition, provide
historical context for students. A collection of primary source documents demonstrate themes across
time. The signed articles, with cross references and Further Readings, are accompanied by a
Reader’s Guide, Chronology of American Families, Resource Guide, Glossary, and thorough index.
The Social History of the American Family is an ideal reference for students and researchers who
want to explore political and social debates about the importance of the family and its evolving
constructions.

foster parents vs biological family: Spreading the wings of Foster Care ,

foster parents vs biological family: The Handbook of Child and Adolescent Clinical
Psychology Alan Carr, 2013-01-11 This second edition of the hugely successful Handbook of Child
and Adolescent Clinical Psychology incorporates important advances in the field to provide a reliable
and accessible source of practical advice. Beginning with a set of general conceptual frameworks for
practice, the book gives specific guidance on the management of problems commonly encountered
in clinical work with children and adolescents, drawing on best practice in the fields of clinical
psychology and family therapy. In six sections, thorough and comprehensive coverage of the
following areas is provided: frameworks for practice problems of infancy and early childhood



problems of middle childhood problems in adolescence child abuse adjustment to major life
transitions. Each chapter dealing with specific clinical problems includes detailed discussion of
diagnosis, classification, epidemiology and clinical features, as well as illustrative case examples.
This book will be invaluable both as a reference work for experienced practitioners, and an
up-to-date, evidence-based practice manual for clinical psychologists in training. The Handbook of
Child and Adolescent Clinical Psychology is one of a set of three handbooks published by Routledge,
which includes The Handbook of Adult Clinical Psychology (Edited by Alan Carr & Muireann
McNulty) and The Handbook of Intellectual Disability and Clinical Psychology Practice (Edited by
Alan Carr, Gary O’Reilly, Patricia Noonan Walsh and John McEvoy).

foster parents vs biological family: Handbook of Foster Youth Elizabeth Trejos-Castillo,
Nancy Trevino-Schafer, 2018-03-22 Currently, there are over 400,000 youth living in foster care in
the United States, with over 20,000 aging out of the child welfare system each year. Foster youth
are more prone to experience short- and long-term adverse developmental outcomes including
diminished academic achievement and career opportunities, poor mental and overall health,
financial struggles, homelessness, early sexual intercourse, and substance abuse, many of these
outcomes are risk factors for involvement in the juvenile justice system. Despite their challenges,
foster youth have numerous strengths and positive assets that carry them through their journeys,
helping them to overcome obstacles and build resilience. The Handbook of Foster Youth brings
together a prominent group of multidisciplinary experts to provide nuanced insights on the complex
dynamics of the foster care system, its impact on youth’s lives, and the roles of institutions and
policies in the foster system. It discusses current gaps and future directions as well as
recommendations to advance the field. This book provides an opportunity to reflect on the many
challenges and strengths of foster youth and the child welfare system, and the combined efforts of
caregivers, community volunteers, policy makers, and the professionals and researchers who work
with them.

foster parents vs biological family: Contemporary Families Scott Browning, Kay Pasley,
2015-06-05 Written for researchers, practitioners, and students in advanced courses, this book
furthers our understanding of the complexity of contemporary families. Seven types of families are
the focus of this book, based on the research available and the challenges they present for mental
health professionals. The family forms discussed are * Adoption ¢ Foster care ¢ Interracial families ¢
Family members with special needs (with a focus on autism) * Families with LGBTQ members ¢
Grandparent-headed Families « Family members with chronic medical conditions The volume
establishes an innovative format that fits the new age of evidence-based practice. Each chapter is
written by a collaborative team of authors consisting of researchers and practitioners. The former
address the prevalence and characteristics of the family form and then present the research findings
most relevant to clinical practice; the latter use this as the foundation for their portion of the
chapter, in which they discuss strategies for good therapeutic intervention, representing a true
integration of science and practice. Readers learn about relevant research findings regarding each
family described, as well as gain explicit instruction and case material for which to augment
therapeutic efforts with these populations.

foster parents vs biological family: Children in Foster Care James Barber, Paul Delfabbro,
Robyn Gilbertson, 2004-08-02 Researchers, practitioners, journalists and politicians increasingly
recognise that foster care throughout the world is in a state of crisis. There are more and more
children needing care and, as residential alternatives dry up, more of these children are being
assigned to foster families. This book reports the major findings of a two-year longitudinal study of
235 such children who entered the foster care system in Southern Australia between 1998 and 1999.
As well as examining the changing policy context of children's services, the book documents the
psychosocial outcomes for these children, their feedback on their experiences of care, and the views
of their social workers and carers. In the process, the book examines some cherished beliefs about
foster care policy and sheds new light on them. The research reveals that while most children do
quite well in foster care up to the two-year point, there is a worrying amount of placement instability




at a time when the concentration of emotionally troubled children in care is increasing throughout
the western world. Although, surprisingly, placement instability does not appear to produce
psychosocial impairment for a period of up to eight months in care, it has an extreme effect on
children who are moved from placement to placement because no carer will tolerate their behaviour.
These children are consigned to a life of distribution and emotional upheaval because of the lack of
alternative forms of care. Another unexpected finding of the research is that increasing the rate of
parental contact achieves little or nothing in relation to the likelihood of family reunification. As
child welfare increasingly enters a world of research-based practice, Children in Foster Care
provides some much needed hard evidence of how foster care policy and practice can be improved.

foster parents vs biological family: Counseling Refugees Fred Bemak, Rita Chi-Ying Chung,
Paul Pedersen, 2002-09-30 There are more than 26 million refugees in the world, and the population
is expected to grow. However, there is minimal training or understanding in the mental health and
social services fields that provides the awareness, knowledge, and skills to effectively work with
refugees. Subsequently, this volume is intended to provide a comprehensive understanding of
refugee psychosocial adjustment that incorporates cross-cultural perspectives. The text provides an
all-inclusive overview of refugee acculturation and adaptation, a model of intervention to assist
refugees in the process of psychosocial adjustment, case studies illustrating practical intervention
applications, and country-specific interventions from unique and diverse national perspectives.
Professionals working with refugees in the United States and around the world will value this
volume.

foster parents vs biological family: Parenthood and Mental Health Sam Tyano, Miri Keren,
Helen Herrman, John Cox, 2010-04-06 Across all cultures parenting is the foundation of family life. It
is the domain where adult mental health meets infant development. Beginning in pregnancy,
parenting involves many conscious and unconscious processes which have recently been shown to
affect a child's development significantly. This book focuses on pregnancy and the first year of life,
providing a thorough account of the points of encounter between adult and infant psychiatry. In a
fresh and comprehensive way, it summarises knowledge about early parenting, including a critical
analysis of parenting, what it means to be a good enough parent, and its relationship to infant,
parent and family outcomes. In addition to the psychiatric dimension, the book emphasises the
biological aspects of parenting, parental psychopathology and normal and abnormal infant
development. Praise for Parenting and Mental Health: “Tyano, Keren, Herrman and Cox have edited
a thoughtfully prepared guide on normal and abnormal parenting. They have, with enormous skill
and wisdom, helped to unite the important aspects of pregnancy, infant and childhood development
and parenting for adult and child and adolescent psychiatrists. World-class internationally
recognized clinicians and researchers help make this book useful throughout the world. This is a
masterful, culturally sensitive and important book which provides a long overdue and much needed
guide on relationships among children, parents and families.” —Michelle Riba, M.D., M.S., Professor
and Associate Chair for Integrated Medical and Psychiatric Services, Department of Psychiatry,
University of Michigan, USA “During recent decades, progress in the field of infant mental health
has been revolutionary; at the same time, there has been rapid development in women’s mental
health. By bringing these two together, this pioneering book leads its readers to the vital new focal
point around perinatal mental health. The book integrates the origins of developmental psychiatry in
attachment and systemic contexts and shows concretely how relationship experiences and biology
interact when new life begins. After describing the fascinating world of early parenting, the book
focuses on problems, difficulties and disorders during this phase of life and above all on how to
support, intervene and treat disorders in parenting. When infants, mothers and fathers are
understood in a holistic way, professionals in many fields will be able to promote the transmission of
meaningful life through parenthood and parenting.” —Tuula Tamminen, Professor of Child
Psychiatry, University of Tampere, Finland; Past-President of World Association for Infant Mental
Health, President of European Society for Child and Adolescent Psychiatry Cover design by Reouth
Keren



foster parents vs biological family: Siblings in Adoption and Foster Care Deborah N.
Silverstein, Susan Livingston Smith, 2008-12-30 Normally, our relationships with our brothers and
sisters are the longest relationships in our lives, outlasting time with our parents, and most
marriages today. The sibling relationship is emotionally powerful and critically important, giving us
a sense of continuity throughout life. So what happens when a child loses contact not only with his
or her parents, but with siblings too? That is what happens in thousands of cases each year inside
the child welfare system. Children are surrendered by parents - or taken by the government - and
placed in the foster care system. There, they are often separated and sent to different foster
families, or adopted by different couples. In this work, a team of top experts details for us how this
added separation futher traumatizes children. This stellar team of internationally known researchers
- some of whom are themselves adoptees - shares with us hard, poignant, and personal insights, as
well as ways we might act to solve this widespread problem. Contributors address not only the
importance of nurturing sibling bonds and mental health strategies to support those relationships,
but also the legal rights of siblings to be together, as well as issues in international adoptions.
Emerging and standing programs to encourage and facilitate adoptions that keep siblings together
are featured, as are programs that at least enable them to stay in contact.

foster parents vs biological family: Disenfranchised Grief Renee Blocker Turner, Sarah D.
Stauffer, 2023-07-25 Disenfranchised Grief expands the professional helper’s understanding of the
grief experiences that result from social, cultural, and relational oppression, microaggressions,
disempowerment, and overt violence. The authors blend trauma-informed practice and recent
research on critical race theory, cultural humility, and intersectionality to both broaden mental
health professionals’ conceptualization of disenfranchised grief and its impacts and promote equity
and inclusion among populations that have been marginalized.

foster parents vs biological family: Rights-based Integrated Child Protection Service
Delivery Systems Murli Desai, 2019-09-17 The Sourcebook-IV provides training modules for
rights-based integrated child protection service delivery systems at the secondary and tertiary
prevention levels. Part 1 of the Sourcebook focuses on the preventative, comprehensive, integrated
and systemic, and universal community-based and family-based service delivery systems for
children; and the methods of case management and outcomes-based project cycle. Part 2 discusses
children and families at risk and the role of community-based Integrated Childcare and Support
Centres for providing supplementary care and support services to them at the secondary prevention
level. It also focuses on children facing sociolegal problems such as deprivation of parental care,
violence, and conflict with law, and the role of District-based Integrated Child Protection Centres for
providing protection, justice and rehabilitation to them at the tertiary prevention level. Part 3
focuses on children in emergencies in general and in specific situations and role of Integrated Child
Protection Centres in these situations. This is a necessary read for social workers, lawyers,
researchers, trainers and teachers working on child rights across the world, and especially in
developing countries.

foster parents vs biological family: Social Work with Children and Their Families Christopher
G. Petr, 2004 An extensively revised version of the first edition, this text focuses on the practical
foundational knowledge required to practice social work effectively in the complex and fast-changing
world of services to children and their families. The core organizing framework consists of eight
pragmatic perspectives: combating adultcentrism, family-centered practice, the strengths
perspective, respect for diversity and difference, the least restrictive alternative, ecological
perspective, organization and financing, and achieving outcomes. Unlike most texts that focus either
on direct practice or on policy, Petr's revised volume integrates current policy-including recent
reform efforts-with best practices. The student thus gains a deep appreciation for how direct social
work practice is linked to, and even guided by, contemporary policy initiatives and the values that
underscore those initiatives. Two new chapters are devoted specifically to the fields of child welfare
and children's mental health, providing an overview of the laws, policies, practices, and terminology
pertaining to each setting. The next eight chapters focus on each pragmatic perspective and its



relevance to child welfare and children's mental health. The in-depth case studies that comprise the
concluding two chapters illustrate how typical client situations can be successfully addressed within
the context of the pragmatic perspectives. Packed with case studies, specific practice instruction,
chapter summaries, and suggested learning activities, this book prepares students and practitioners
to think and act professionally in ways that are consistent with current laws, values, policies, and
reform efforts in the field.

foster parents vs biological family: Encyclopedia of Human Development Neil J. Salkind,
2006 Publisher description

foster parents vs biological family: The Psychology of Adoption David M. Brodzinsky
Associate Professor of Developmental and Clinical Psychology Rutgers University, Marshall D.
Schechter Professor of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry University of Pennsylvania School of
Medicine (Emeritus), 1990-04-12 In this volume David Brodzinsky, who has conducted one of the
nation's largest studies of adopted children, and Marshall Schechter, a noted child psychiatrist who
has been involved with adoption related issues for over forty years, have brought together a group of
leading researchers from various disciplines to explore the complex interdisciplinary subject of
adoption. While recent empirical work has shown that adopted children are more vulnerable to a
host of psychological and school-related problems compared to their nonadopted peers, and that the
rate of referral of adopted children to mental-health facilities is far above what would be expected
given their representation in the general population, our understanding of the basis for these
problems remains unclear. In this book, theoretical, empirical, clinical, and social policy issues offer
new insights into the problems facing parents of adopted children, and especially the children
themselves. A comprehensive study, The Psychology of Adoption will be of interest to child
psychiatrists, developmental and clinical psychologists, social workers, social service providers, and
adoptive parents.

foster parents vs biological family: The Impact of Attachment (Norton Series on
Interpersonal Neurobiology) Susan Hart, 2010-11-29 How early infant-parent interactions can
explain adult social and emotional relationships. Combining theories of neurobiology, interpersonal
relationships, and intrapsychic concepts, this book explores the importance of attachment. Hart
addresses children's normal development and relational disorders and presents an integrated
therapeutic approach that takes attachment issues into consideration. Complex neurobiological and
behavioral theory are transformed into protocols that can be easily implemented by the practicing
clinician.

foster parents vs biological family: Kirchner V. Doe , 1994

foster parents vs biological family: Innovative Child Welfare Services Programs Designed to
Strengthen and Preserve Families United States. Congress. House. Committee on Ways and Means.
Subcommittee on Human Resources, 1991
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