found in sign language

found in sign language is a phrase that represents the concept of discovery
or locating something within the context of the visual and gestural
communication system used by the Deaf and hard of hearing community.
Understanding how concepts like "found" are expressed in sign language is
crucial for effective communication and language learning. This article
explores the meaning, usage, and variations of the sign for "found" across
different sign languages, focusing on American Sign Language (ASL) as a
primary example. It also highlights the importance of context, facial
expressions, and grammar in conveying the concept accurately. Readers will
gain insights into how "found in sign language" is represented, along with
tips for learning and recognizing similar signs. The discussion will cover
linguistic features, practical applications, and cultural considerations
related to this sign. Below is a detailed table of contents outlining the key
sections of this comprehensive guide.

e Understanding the Concept of "Found" in Sign Language

e How "Found" is Signed in American Sign Language (ASL)

e Variations of "Found" in Different Sign Languages

e Contextual and Grammatical Use of "Found" in Sign Language

e Tips for Learning and Practicing the Sign for "Found"

Understanding the Concept of "Found" in Sign
Language

The concept encapsulated by the word "found" involves discovering, locating,
or retrieving something that was previously lost or unknown. In sign
language, this concept is expressed through specific hand gestures combined
with facial expressions and body language to convey the meaning clearly.
Because sign languages are visual-gestural languages, signs for abstract
ideas like "found" often rely on iconic representation or metaphorical
gestures.

Sign languages around the world each have unique ways to express the idea of
“found," reflecting their own grammar and cultural context. Recognizing how
“found in sign language" operates helps users communicate more effectively,
especially in situations involving searching, locating, or identifying
objects or information. This understanding also facilitates better
interpretation and translation services for Deaf individuals.



How "Found" 1is Signed in American Sign Language
(ASL)

In American Sign Language, the sign for "found" is typically executed by a
specific motion and handshape that visually represents the act of locating or
discovering something. ASL uses a combination of hand movements and facial
expressions to emphasize the meaning of "found."

Basic ASL Sign for "Found"

The most common method to sign "found" involves one hand representing the
object being searched for, while the other hand mimics the action of locating
or picking up that object. The movement is often a quick, upward motion,
symbolizing the moment of discovery.

Facial Expressions and Non-Manual Signals

Non-manual markers such as raised eyebrows, widened eyes, or a slight nod are
integral to reinforcing the concept of "found" in ASL. These expressions
contribute to the intensity and certainty of the discovery, adding emotional
context to the sign.

Example Usage in Sentences

In ASL, "found" is often used in conjunction with other signs to create full
sentences, such as "I found my keys" or "She found the book." The syntax and
placement of signs follow ASL grammar rules, which differ significantly from
English.

Variations of "Found" in Different Sign
Languages

While American Sign Language is widely used in the United States and parts of
Canada, other countries have their own distinct sign languages with unique
signs for "found." These variations highlight the diversity and richness of
sign language globally.

British Sign Language (BSL)

In British Sign Language, the sign for "found" differs in handshape and
movement from ASL. BSL often uses a two-handed sign where the dominant hand
"grabs" something from the non-dominant hand, symbolizing discovery or
retrieval.



Auslan (Australian Sign Language)

Auslan's sign for "found" shares similarities with BSL due to their
historical connections but includes regional variations. The sign may
incorporate a sweeping motion that signifies the act of finding or uncovering
something.

Other Sign Languages

Other sign languages, such as French Sign Language (LSF), Japanese Sign
Language (JSL), and others, have their unique signs for "found." These
differences underscore the importance of learning the specific sign language
relevant to the user’s community or environment.

Contextual and Grammatical Use of "Found" 1in
Sign Language

The meaning and use of the sign for "found" can change depending on context,
sentence structure, and grammatical elements within sign language.
Understanding these nuances is essential for accurate and meaningful
communication.

Role in Sentence Structure

In many sign languages, verbs like "found" can be modified to indicate tense,
aspect, or subject-object relationships through movement, location, or
additional signs. For example, the direction of the sign might indicate who
found what.

Incorporating Classifiers and Spatial Referencing

Classifiers—handshapes that represent categories of objects—and spatial
referencing are often used alongside "found" to specify the type of object or
location involved in the discovery. This adds clarity and detail to the
communication.

Expressing Abstract vs. Concrete "Found"

The sign for "found" can also be adapted to express abstract discoveries,
such as finding an idea or solution, versus concrete physical objects. Facial
expressions and context help differentiate these meanings.



Tips for Learning and Practicing the Sign for
“"Found"

Successfully mastering the sign for "found" involves practice, observation,
and cultural awareness. Effective learning strategies can enhance retention
and communication skills.

e Observe Native Signers: Watching skilled signers use the sign for
"found" in natural contexts helps learners understand subtle nuances.

e Practice with Repetition: Repeating the sign regularly improves muscle
memory and fluency.

e Use Facial Expressions: Incorporating appropriate facial cues enhances
the meaning and authenticity of the sign.

e Learn in Context: Practice using "found" in full sentences to grasp its
grammatical role and variations.

e Engage with the Deaf Community: Interaction with native signers provides
real-world experience and cultural insights.

By applying these tips, learners can effectively integrate the concept of
"found in sign language" into their communication repertoire, fostering
clearer and more meaningful interactions.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does 'found' mean in American Sign Language
(ASL)?

"Found' in ASL is typically signed by using the sign for 'find,' which
involves forming a pinch with the dominant hand and bringing it toward the
palm of the non-dominant hand, indicating the act of discovering or locating
something.

How do you sign 'found' in British Sign Language
(BSL)?
In BSL, 'found' is signed by mimicking the action of picking something up

from the ground with one hand, symbolizing the discovery or retrieval of an
object.



Is there a difference between 'found' and 'find' 1in
sign language?

Yes, while both relate to discovery, 'find' is the action of locating
something, and 'found' is the past tense. Some sign languages use the same
sign for both, with a slight change in facial expression or movement to
indicate tense.

Can 'found' be used in sign language to mean
'established' or 'created'?

Yes, in contexts like 'founding a company,' sign languages often combine the
sign for 'create' or 'start' with appropriate noun signs to convey the
meaning of 'found' as 'establishing' something.

Are there regional variations for the sign 'found'
in different sign languages?

Absolutely, sign languages vary regionally and culturally, so the sign for
‘found' can differ between ASL, BSL, Auslan, and other sign languages.

How can learners best memorize the sign for 'found'?

Learners can memorize 'found' by associating the sign with the action of
discovery or finding something, practicing with real-life examples, and
watching videos of native signers using the term.

Is facial expression important when signing 'found'
in sign language?

Yes, facial expressions can convey tense and context, making the meaning of
‘found' clearer, such as showing surprise or satisfaction when something is
discovered.

Can the sign for 'found' be combined with other
signs to form phrases?

Yes, 'found' can be combined with other signs like 'object,' 'place,' or
‘person' to specify what was found, creating more complex and precise
expressions.

Where can I find reliable resources to learn the
sign for 'found'?

Reliable resources include official sign language dictionaries, educational
websites like ASL University, local deaf community centers, and video
platforms featuring certified sign language instructors.



Additional Resources

1. Foundations of American Sign Language

This comprehensive guide introduces the basics of American Sign Language
(ASL), including its grammar, syntax, and common signs. It is designed for
beginners and educators who want to build a strong foundation in ASL. The
book includes illustrations and exercises to help readers practice and retain
their skills.

2. Sign Language Linguistics: An Introduction

This book explores the linguistic structure of sign languages, focusing on
phonology, morphology, and syntax. It provides insights into how sign
languages function as fully developed languages, distinct from spoken
languages. Ideal for linguistics students and anyone interested in the
science behind sign language communication.

3. Hands Found: A History of Sign Language and Deaf Culture

A detailed historical account of the development of sign languages worldwide
and the cultural significance of Deaf communities. The book covers key
figures, movements, and milestones in the recognition and evolution of sign
language. It emphasizes the importance of preserving Deaf heritage and
promoting accessibility.

4. Everyday Signs: Practical Sign Language for Daily Life

This practical guide offers a collection of signs used in everyday
situations, from shopping and dining to travel and emergencies. It is perfect
for travelers, new learners, and family members of Deaf individuals. The book
includes visual aids and tips to improve communication skills quickly.

5. Visual Language: The Art and Science of Sign Communication

An exploration of sign language as a visual-spatial language, combining
elements of art, expression, and communication theory. The author discusses
how gestures, facial expressions, and body movements contribute to meaning.
This book is suitable for artists, educators, and sign language interpreters.

6. Childhood Deafness and Sign Language Acquisition

Focusing on the early development of sign language skills in Deaf children,
this book examines language acquisition theories and educational strategies.
It highlights the benefits of early exposure to sign language for cognitive
and social development. Parents, teachers, and speech therapists will find
this resource invaluable.

7. Sign Language Interpretation: Ethics and Practice

This text delves into the professional world of sign language interpretation,
covering ethical considerations, best practices, and challenges faced by
interpreters. It provides case studies and guidelines to maintain accuracy
and neutrality. Aspiring and practicing interpreters will gain practical
knowledge from this book.

8. Technology and the Evolution of Sign Language Communication
An insightful look at how technology, from video calls to AI, is transforming



sign language use and accessibility. The book discusses innovations that
enhance communication for Deaf individuals and the Deaf community. It also
addresses potential challenges and future trends in digital communication.

9. Found in Sign: Stories from the Deaf Community

A collection of personal stories and experiences from Deaf individuals around
the world, highlighting the role of sign language in identity and community.
The narratives explore themes of resilience, culture, and connection. This
book offers readers a deeper understanding of the lived realities of Deaf
people.
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found in sign language: Sign Languages Diane Brentari, 2010-05-27 What are the unique
characteristics of sign languages that make them so fascinating? What have recent researchers
discovered about them, and what do these findings tell us about human language more generally?
This thematic and geographic overview examines more than forty sign languages from around the
world. It begins by investigating how sign languages have survived and been transmitted for
generations, and then goes on to analyse the common characteristics shared by most sign
languages: for example, how the use of the visual system affects grammatical structures. The final
section describes the phenomena of language variation and change. Drawing on a wide range of
examples, the book explores sign languages both old and young, from British, Italian, Asian and
American to Israeli, Al-Sayyid Bedouin, African and Nicaraguan. Written in a clear, readable style, it
is the essential reference for students and scholars working in sign language studies and deaf
studies.

found in sign language: Sign Language Jim G. Kyle, James Kyle, Bencie Woll, 1988-02-26 The
discovery of the importance of sign language in the deaf community is very recent indeed. This book
provides a study of the communication and culture of deaf people, and particularly of the deaf
community in Britain. The authors' principal aim is to inform educators, psychologists, linguists and
professionals working with deaf people about the rich language the deaf have developed for
themselves - a language of movement and space, of the hands and of the eyes, of abstract
communication as well as iconic story telling. The first chapters of the book discuss the history of
sign language use, its social aspects and the issues surrounding the language acquisition of deaf
children (BSL) follows, and the authors also consider how the signs come into existence, change
over time and alter their meanings, and how BSL compares and contrasts with spoken languages
and other signed languages. Subsequent chapters examine sign language learning from a
psychological perspective and other cognitive issues. The book concludes with a consideration of the
applications of sign language research, particularly in the contentious field of education. There is
still much to be discovered about sign language and the deaf community, but the authors have
succeeded in providing an extensive framework on which other researchers can build, from which
professionals can develop a coherent practice for their work with deaf people, and from which
hearing parents of deaf children can draw the confidence to understand their children's world.
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found in sign language: The Sign Language Interpreting Studies Reader Cynthia B. Roy,
Jemina Napier, 2015-07-15 In Sign Language Interpreting (SLI) there is a great need for a volume
devoted to classic and seminal articles and essays dedicated to this specific domain of language
interpreting. Students, educators, and practitioners will benefit from having access to a collection of
historical and influential articles that contributed to the progress of the global SLI profession. In SLI
there is a long history of outstanding research and scholarship, much of which is now out of print, or
was published in obscure journals, or featured in publications that are no longer in print. These
readings are significant to the progression of SLI as an academic discipline and a profession. As the
years have gone by, many of these readings have been lost to students, educators, and practitioners
because they are difficult to locate or unavailable, or because this audience simply does not know
they exist. This volume brings together the seminal texts in our field that document the
philosophical, evidence-based and analytical progression of SLI work.

found in sign language: Directions in Sign Language Acquisition Gary Morgan, Bencie Woll,
2002-01-01 This is the second volume in the series 'Trends in language acquisition research'. The
unusual combination in one volume of reports on various different sign languages in acquisition
makes this book quite unique.

found in sign language: A Phonological Grammar of Kenyan Sign Language Hope E.
Morgan, 2022-07-05 This grammar of Kenyan Sign Language (KSL) phonology adds to a sparse
literature on the units of categorical form in the world’s sign languages. At the same time, it brings
descriptive and theoretical research on sign language phonology into better alignment by
systematically evaluating current models of sign language phonology for each of the main
parameters - handshape, location, and movement - against the KSL data. This grammar also makes
a methodological contribution by using a unique dataset of KSL minimal pairs in the analysis,
demonstrating that minimal pairs are not as infrequent in sign languages as previously thought. The
main content of the book is found in five chapters on handshape, location, core articulatory
movement, manner of movement, and other distinctive features (e.g., orientation, mouth actions).
The book also contains two large appendices that document the phonological evidence for each of
the 44 handshapes and 37 locations. This book will be a key reference for descriptive and typological
studies of sign phonology, as well as a helpful resource for linguists interested in understanding the
similarities and differences between current models of sign phonology and identifying promising
avenues for future research.

found in sign language: The Routledge Handbook of Sign Language Pedagogy Russell S.
Rosen, 2019-09-17 The Routledge Handbook of Sign Language Pedagogy is the first reference of its
kind, presenting contributions from leading experts in the field of sign language pedagogy. The
Handbook fills a significant gap in the growing field of sign language pedagogy, compiling all
essential aspects of current trends and empirical research in teaching, curricular design, and
assessment in one volume. Each chapter includes historical perspectives, core issues, research
approaches, key findings, pedagogical implications, future research direction, and additional
references. The Routledge Handbook of Sign Language Pedagogy is an essential reference for sign
language teachers, practitioners, and researchers in applied sign linguistics and first, second, and
additional language learning.

found in sign language: Mouth Actions in Sign Languages Susanne Mohr, 2014-07-28 Mouth
actions in sign languages have been controversially discussed but the sociolinguistic factors
determining their form and functions remain uncertain. This first empirical analysis of mouth actions
in Irish Sign Language focuses on correlations with gender, age, and word class. It contributes to
the linguistic description of ISL, research into non-manuals in sign languages, and is relevant for the
cross-modal study of word classes.

found in sign language: Sign Languages of Aboriginal Australia Adam Kendon, 1988 This 1988
book was the first full-length study ever to be published on the subject of sign language as a means
of communication among Australian Aborigines. Based on fieldwork conducted over a span of nine
years, the volume presents a thorough analysis of the structure of sign languages and their



relationship to spoken languages.

found in sign language: Advances in Sign Language Corpus Linguistics Ella Wehrmeyer,
2023-04-03 This collected volume showcases cutting-edge research in the rapidly developing area of
sign language corpus linguistics in various sign language contexts across the globe. Each chapter
provides a detailed account of particular national corpora and methodological considerations in their
construction. Part 1 focuses on corpus-based linguistic findings, covering aspects of morphology,
syntax, multilingualism, and regional and diachronic variation. Part 2 explores innovative solutions
to challenges in building and annotating sign language corpora, touching on the construction of
comparable sign language corpora, collaboration challenges at the national level, phonological
arrangement of digital lexicons, and (semi-)automatic annotation. This unique volume documenting
the growth in breadth and depth within the discipline of sign language corpus linguistics is a key
resource for researchers, teachers, and postgraduate students in the field of sign language
linguistics, and will also provide valuable insights for other researchers interested in corpus
linguistics, Construction Grammar, and gesture studies.

found in sign language: British Sign Language Margaret Deuchar, 2013-06-17 This first
linguistic study of British Sign Language is written for students of linguistics, for deaf and hearing
sign language researchers, for teachers and social workers for the deaf. The author cross-refers to
American Sign Language, which has usually been more extensively studied by linguists, and
compares the two languages.

found in sign language: Recent Perspectives on American Sign Language Harlan L. Lane,
Francois Grosjean, 2017-09-29 Published in 1989, Recent Perspectives on American Sign Language
is a valuable contribution to the field of Cognitive Psychology.

found in sign language: Sign Language Ideologies in Practice Annelies Kusters, Mara Green,
Erin Moriarty, Kristin Snoddon, 2020-08-10 This book focuses on how sign language ideologies
influence, manifest in, and are challenged by communicative practices. Sign languages are minority
languages using the visual-gestural and tactile modalities, whose affordances are very different from
those of spoken languages using the auditory-oral modality.

found in sign language: Sign Languages in Village Communities Ulrike Zeshan, Connie de
Vos, 2012-10-30 The book is a unique collection of research on sign languages that have emerged in
rural communities with a high incidence of, often hereditary, deafness. These sign languages
represent the latest addition to the comparative investigation of languages in the gestural modality,
and the book is the first compilation of a substantial number of different village sign
languages.Written by leading experts in the field, the volume uniquely combines anthropological and
linguistic insights, looking at both the social dynamics and the linguistic structures in these village
communities. The book includes primary data from eleven different signing communities across the
world, including results from Jamaica, India, Turkey, Thailand, and Bali. All known village sign
languages are endangered, usually because of pressure from larger urban sign languages, and some
have died out already. Ironically, it is often the success of the larger sign language communities in
urban centres, their recognition and subsequent spread, which leads to the endangerment of these
small minority sign languages. The book addresses this specific type of language endangerment,
documentation strategies, and other ethical issues pertaining to these sign languages on the basis of
first-hand experiences by Deaf fieldworkers.

found in sign language: The Sociolinguistics of Sign Languages Ceil Lucas, 2001-10-04
This is an accessible introduction to the major areas of sociolinguistics as they relate to sign
languages and deaf communities. Clearly organised, it brings together a team of leading experts in
sign linguistics to survey the field, and covers a wide range of topics including variation,
multilingualism, bilingualism, language attitudes, discourse analysis, language policy and planning.
The book examines how sign languages are distributed around the world; what occurs when they
come in contact with spoken and written languages; and how signers use them in a variety of
situations. Each chapter introduces the key issues in each area of inquiry and provides a
comprehensive review of the literature. The book also includes suggestions for further reading and



helpful exercises. The Sociolinguistics of Sign Languages will be welcomed by students in deaf
studies, linguistics and interpreter training, as well as spoken language researchers, and
researchers and teachers of sign language.

found in sign language: Universal Grammar and American Sign Language D.C.
Lillo-Martin, 2012-12-06 AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE American Sign Language (ASL) is the
visual-gestural language used by most of the deaf community in the United States and parts of
Canada. On the surface, this language (as all signed languages) seems radically different from the
spoken languages which have been used to formulate theories of linguistic princi ples and
parameters. However, the position taken in this book is that when the surface effects of modality are
stripped away, ASL will be seen to follow many of the patterns proposed as universals for human
language. If these theoretical constructs are meant to hold for language in general, then they should
hold for natural human language in any modality; and ifASL is such a natural human language, then
it too must be accounted for by any adequate theory of Universal Grammar. For this rea son, the
study of ASL can be vital for proposed theories of Universal Grammar. Recent work in several
theoretical frameworks of syntax as well as phonology have argued that indeed, ASL is such a lan
guage. [ will assume then, that principles of Universal Gram mar, and principles that derive from it,
are applicable to ASL, and in fact that ASL can serve as one of the languages which test Universal
Grammar. There is an important distinction to be drawn, however, be tween what is called here
'‘American Sign Language', and other forms of manual communication.

found in sign language: Sign Language Interpreting Melanie Metzger, 1999 As with all
professional interpreters, sign language interpreters strive to achieve the proper protocol of
complete objectivity and accuracy in their translation without influencing the interaction in any way.
Yet, Melanie Metzger's significant work Sign Language Interpreting: Deconstructing the Myth of
Neutrality demonstrates clearly that the ideal of an interpreter as a neutral language conduit does
not exist. Metzger offers evidence of this disparity by analyzing two video-taped ASL-English
interpreted medical interviews, one an interpreter-trainee mock interview session, and the other an
actual encounter between a deaf client and a medical professional.

found in sign language: [talian Sign Language from a Cognitive and Socio-semiotic
Perspective Virginia Volterra, Maria Roccaforte, Alessio Di Renzo, Sabina Fontana, 2022-09-01 This
volume reveals new insights on the faculty of language. By proposing a new approach in the analysis
and description of Italian Sign Language (LIS), that can be extended also to other sign languages,
this book also enlightens some aspects of spoken languages, which were often overlooked in the past
and only recently have been brought to the fore and described. First, the study of face-to-face
communication leads to a revision of the traditional dichotomy between linguistic and enacted, to
develop a new approach to embodied language (Kendon, 2004). Second, all structures of language
take on a sociolinguistic and pragmatic meaning, as proposed by cognitive semantics, which
considers it impossible to trace a separation between purely linguistic and extralinguistic
knowledge. Finally, if speech from the point of view of its materiality is variable, fragile, and
non-segmentable (i.e. not systematically discrete), also signs are not always segmentable into
discrete, invariable and meaningless units. This then calls into question some of the properties
traditionally associated with human languages in general, notably that of ‘duality of patterning’.
These are only some of the main issues you will find in this volume that has no parallel both in sign
and in spoken languages linguistic research.

found in sign language: The Linguistics of Sign Languages Anne Baker, Beppie van den
Bogaerde, Roland Pfau, Trude Schermer, 2016-06-23 How different are sign languages across the
world? Are individual signs and signed sentences constructed in the same way across these
languages? What are the rules for having a conversation in a sign language? How do children and
adults learn a sign language? How are sign languages processed in the brain? These questions and
many more are addressed in this introductory book on sign linguistics using examples from more
than thirty different sign languages. Comparisons are also made with spoken languages. This book
can be used as a self-study book or as a text book for students of sign linguistics. Each chapter



concludes with a summary, some test-yourself questions and assignments, as well as a list of
recommended texts for further reading. The book is accompanied by a website containing
assignments, video clips and links to web resources.

found in sign language: Perspectives on Classifier Constructions in Sign Languages
Karen Emmorey, 2003-04-02 Classifier constructions are universal to sign languages and exhibit
unique properties that arise from the nature of the visual-gestural modality. The major goals are to
bring to light critical issues related to the study of classifier constructions and to present
state-of-the-art linguistic and psycholinguistic analyses of these constructions. It is hoped that by
doing so, more researchers will be inspired to investigate the nature of classifier constructions
across signed languages and further explore the unique aspects of these forms. The papers in this
volume discuss the following issues: *how sign language classifiers differ from spoken languages;
*cross-linguistic variation in sign language classifier systems; *the role of gesture; *the nature of
morpho-syntactic and phonological constraints on classifier constructions; *the grammaticization
process for these forms; and *the acquisition of classifier forms. Divided into four parts, groups of
papers focus on a particular set of issues, and commentary papers end each section.

found in sign language: Sign Language Roland Pfau, Markus Steinbach, Bencie Woll,
2012-08-31 Sign language linguists show here that all questions relevant to the linguistic
investigation of spoken languages can be asked about sign languages. Conversely, questions that
sign language linguists consider - even if spoken language researchers have not asked them yet -
should also be asked of spoken languages. The HSK handbook Sign Language aims to provide a
concise and comprehensive overview of the state of the art in sign language linguistics. It includes
44 chapters, written by leading researchers in the field, that address issues in language typology,
sign language grammar, psycholinguistics, neurolinguistics, sociolinguistics, and language
documentation and transcription. Crucially, all topics are presented in a way that makes them
accessible to linguists who are not familiar with sign language linguistics.
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