
four square writing method template

four square writing method template is an effective instructional tool designed to enhance
writing skills, especially for students and writers seeking structured guidance. This method breaks
down the writing process into four distinct sections, allowing for clear organization and development
of ideas. The four square writing method template encourages logical thinking, coherence, and
clarity, making it easier to draft paragraphs, essays, and reports. This article explores the
components of the four square writing method template, its benefits, how to implement it in various
writing tasks, and practical tips for maximizing its use. Additionally, it discusses variations of the
template and strategies for adapting it to different writing styles and levels. Understanding this
template is essential for educators, students, and professionals looking to improve writing efficiency
and quality.
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What Is the Four Square Writing Method Template?
The four square writing method template is a graphic organizer designed to simplify the writing
process by dividing content into four distinct sections or “squares.” Each square represents a
specific part of the writing task, such as the main idea, supporting details, or conclusion. This visual
and structured approach helps writers organize thoughts coherently before drafting a full text.
Originating as an educational tool, the four square writing method template is widely used in
classrooms and writing workshops to assist learners of all ages in mastering the fundamentals of
effective writing.

Origins and Purpose
The four square writing method template was developed to provide a straightforward, easy-to-
understand framework that supports writers in organizing ideas logically. It aims to reduce the
intimidation often associated with writing by breaking down the process into manageable segments.
This method emphasizes clarity and coherence, ensuring that each part of the writing contributes to
the overall message.

Target Users
This template is particularly beneficial for students, educators, and novice writers. It is used to teach



paragraph construction, essay writing, and even creative writing by providing a clear path from idea
generation to final composition. However, its principles can be adapted for professional writing
contexts as well.

Components of the Four Square Writing Method
Template
The four square writing method template consists of four quadrants arranged in a square, each
serving a distinct function within the writing process. Understanding these components is crucial for
effective implementation.

Main Idea or Topic Sentence
This quadrant contains the central idea or thesis statement of the writing piece. It sets the tone and
purpose, guiding the content of the other three squares. A clear, concise main idea is essential for
focused writing.

Supporting Details
Two quadrants are dedicated to supporting details that provide evidence, examples, or explanations
backing up the main idea. These details help develop and elaborate on the topic sentence, adding
depth and credibility.

Conclusion or Summary
The final quadrant is reserved for a conclusion that summarizes the key points or offers a closing
thought. It reinforces the main idea and provides a sense of closure to the writing.

Visual Layout
The four squares are typically arranged with the main idea at the center or top-left, supporting
details occupying two squares adjacent to it, and the conclusion in the remaining square. This layout
visually guides the writer through the logical flow of ideas.

Benefits of Using the Four Square Writing Method
Template
Employing the four square writing method template offers numerous advantages that contribute to
improved writing skills and productivity.

Enhanced Organization
The template helps writers organize their thoughts systematically, reducing confusion and
enhancing clarity. By explicitly separating ideas, it prevents the common issue of mixed or unclear
writing.



Improved Focus and Clarity
With a designated space for each element of the writing, the method encourages concise and
relevant content. Writers are less likely to stray off-topic, maintaining a strong focus throughout
their work.

Facilitates Idea Development
The structure supports the development of ideas by prompting users to think about supporting
details and how they relate to the main idea, fostering critical thinking and elaboration skills.

Accessible for All Skill Levels
Its simplicity makes the four square writing method template accessible to beginners and useful for
advanced writers seeking a refresher on structure and coherence.

How to Use the Four Square Writing Method Template
Utilizing the four square writing method template involves a step-by-step approach that guides
writers from brainstorming to final composition.

Step 1: Identify the Main Idea
Begin by determining the central topic or thesis of the writing. Write this in the designated main
idea square, ensuring it is clear and specific.

Step 2: Gather Supporting Details
Next, brainstorm and list supporting points, facts, or examples that reinforce the main idea. These
details should be placed in the two supporting squares, each containing one or more related points.

Step 3: Write the Conclusion
Formulate a summary or concluding statement that ties the supporting details back to the main idea.
Place this in the conclusion square to provide closure.

Step 4: Draft the Full Text
Using the information organized in the four squares, draft a cohesive paragraph or essay. The
template serves as an outline, ensuring logical flow and completeness.

Practical Example
For instance, when writing about the benefits of exercise, the main idea square would state
“Exercise improves overall health.” The supporting squares might include “Increases cardiovascular
fitness” and “Boosts mental well-being,” with the conclusion summarizing these points.



Variations and Adaptations of the Four Square Writing
Method Template
The four square writing method template is versatile and can be adapted to suit different writing
tasks and learning objectives.

Expanded Versions
Some educators and writers expand the template to include additional squares for more supporting
details or counterarguments, allowing for more complex writing structures.

Subject-Specific Adaptations
The template can be tailored to different subjects, such as science reports, persuasive essays, or
narrative writing, by adjusting the focus of each square to fit the genre’s requirements.

Digital and Interactive Formats
Modern adaptations include digital versions of the template that allow interactive input and
collaboration, making it a useful tool in online learning environments.

Tips for Maximizing the Effectiveness of the Four
Square Writing Method Template
To fully benefit from the four square writing method template, consider the following best practices
and strategies.

Be Specific: Clearly define the main idea and supporting details to avoid vague or generalized
statements.

Use Bullet Points: When listing supporting details, bullet points can help organize
information concisely within the squares.

Revise and Expand: Use the template as a draft and revise the content for depth, clarity, and
style before finalizing the writing.

Incorporate Visual Aids: For younger learners, adding drawings or symbols can enhance
understanding and engagement.

Practice Regularly: Frequent use of the template improves familiarity and writing
proficiency over time.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Four Square Writing Method Template?
The Four Square Writing Method Template is a graphic organizer that helps students structure their
writing by dividing a page into four squares around a central idea, encouraging organized thoughts
and clear writing.

How does the Four Square Writing Method improve writing
skills?
It improves writing skills by breaking down the writing process into manageable parts, helping
students focus on the main idea, supporting details, and a conclusion, which promotes clarity and
coherence.

What are the sections included in the Four Square Writing
Method Template?
The template typically includes a central square for the main idea or topic sentence, and four
surrounding squares for supporting details, examples, or explanations, plus a concluding sentence.

Who can benefit from using the Four Square Writing Method
Template?
Students of all ages, especially elementary and middle school learners, as well as English language
learners and those needing help with organizing their writing, can benefit from this method.

Can the Four Square Writing Method Template be used for
different types of writing?
Yes, it can be adapted for various writing types, including persuasive, narrative, expository, and
descriptive writing, by adjusting the content in each square accordingly.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering the Four Square Writing Method: A Step-by-Step Guide
This book provides a comprehensive introduction to the Four Square Writing Method, breaking
down each component of the template for easy understanding. It includes practical exercises and
examples to help writers of all ages develop organized and clear writing skills. Ideal for teachers and
students seeking a structured approach to writing.

2. Four Square Writing for Kids: Engaging Lessons and Templates
Designed specifically for young learners, this book offers fun and interactive lessons using the Four
Square Writing Method. It includes colorful templates and activities that make writing enjoyable and
accessible. Teachers and parents will find valuable tools to support children's writing development.



3. Effective Writing Strategies with the Four Square Method
This resource explores how the Four Square Writing Method can enhance writing efficiency and
clarity. It covers various genres, including narrative, persuasive, and expository writing,
demonstrating how the template adapts to different styles. Readers will gain confidence in
organizing their thoughts and structuring essays.

4. The Four Square Writing Method Workbook
A hands-on workbook filled with practice prompts and blank templates, this book encourages
consistent use of the Four Square Writing Method. It is suitable for individual learners or classroom
settings, promoting skill reinforcement through repetition and variety. The workbook also provides
tips for self-assessment and improvement.

5. Teaching Writing with the Four Square Method: Strategies for Educators
This guide is tailored for educators aiming to incorporate the Four Square Writing Method into their
curriculum. It offers lesson plans, assessment ideas, and differentiation strategies to meet diverse
student needs. Emphasis is placed on fostering critical thinking and structured writing habits.

6. Four Square Writing: Building Strong Paragraphs and Essays
Focusing on paragraph and essay construction, this book demonstrates how the Four Square Writing
Method supports coherent and persuasive writing. It includes sample writings and breakdowns that
show the transition from basic ideas to polished compositions. Readers learn to develop clear topic
sentences and supporting details.

7. Step-by-Step Four Square Writing for Beginners
Ideal for those new to writing or the Four Square Method, this beginner-friendly book simplifies the
process with clear instructions and examples. It gradually introduces each part of the template,
ensuring comprehension before moving forward. Perfect for students needing foundational writing
support.

8. Creative Writing Using the Four Square Method
This book encourages writers to use the Four Square Writing Method as a tool for creativity and
expression. It offers prompts that inspire imaginative storytelling while maintaining structure and
coherence. Writers will discover how the method can balance creativity with organization.

9. The Four Square Writing Method: A Practical Approach to Writing Success
Combining theory and practice, this book explores the origins and benefits of the Four Square
Writing Method alongside practical applications. It includes case studies and success stories from
classrooms and individual learners. Readers will find motivation and proven techniques to improve
their writing skills.
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  four square writing method template: Four Square: Writing Method Early Learner Judy
Gould, Mary F. Burke, 2010-09-01 Teach writing skills using the Four Square method, which has
been proven to work in classrooms just like yours. The Four Square method can be used with all
forms of writing and will fit any reading or language arts program. This step-by-step approach is
built around a simple graphic organizer that first shows students how to collect ideas and then helps
them use those ideas to create clear and polished prose. Open-ended reproducibles make the
technique accessible to writers of all ability ranges. Also great for content area writing.
  four square writing method template: Four Square: Writing Method for Grades 1-3 Judy
Gould, Evan Jay Gould, 1999-03-01 Teach writing skills using this innovative new approach that has
been proven to work in classrooms just like yours. The Four Square method can be used with all
forms of writing and will fit any reading or language arts program. This step-by-step approach is
built around a simple graphic organizer that first shows students how to collect ideas and then helps
them use those ideas to create clear and polished prose. Open-ended reproducibles make the
technique accessible to writers of all ability ranges. Also great for content area writing.
  four square writing method template: Four Square: Writing Method Grades 4-6 Judy
Gould, Evan Jay Gould, Mary F. Burke, 2010-09-01 Teach writing skills using the Four Square
method, which has been proven to work in classrooms just like yours. This revised and updated
edition of the book also includes PowerPoint files filled with additional Four Square examples,
activities, and writing exercises. The Four Square method can be used with all forms of writing and
will fit any reading or language arts program. This step-by-step approach is built around a simple
graphic organizer that first shows students how to collect ideas and then helps them use those ideas
to create clear and polished prose. Open-ended reproducibles make the technique accessible to
writers of all ability ranges. It is also great for content area writing.
  four square writing method template: Four Square: Writing Method Grades 7-9 Judy
Gould, Evan Jay Gould, Mary F. Burke, 2010-09-01 Teach writing skills using the Four Square
method, which has been proven to work in classrooms just like yours. This revised and updated
edition of the book also includes PowerPoint files filled with additional Four Square examples,
activities, and writing exercises. The Four Square method can be used with all forms of writing and
will fit any reading or language arts program. This step-by-step approach is built around a simple
graphic organizer that first shows students how to collect ideas and then helps them use those ideas
to create clear and polished prose. Open-ended reproducibles make the technique accessible to
writers of all ability ranges. It is also great for content area writing.
  four square writing method template: Four Square: Writing Method Grades 4-6
w/Enhanced CD Judy Gould, Evan Jay Gould, Mary F. Burke, 2010-09-01 Step-by-step approach that
first shows students how to collect ideas and then helps them to create their prose clearly.
  four square writing method template: Four Square: Writing Method Grades 7-9
w/Enhanced CD Judy Gould, Evan Jay Gould, Mary F. Burke, 2010-09-01 Step-by-step approach that
first shows students how to collect ideas and then helps them to create their prose clearly.
  four square writing method template: The Four Square Method for Narrative Writing Judy
Gould, Mary F. Burke, 2010-09-01 Students will learn an organized, Four Square approach for
narrative writing. On assessment day, teachers cannot confer with students, and students cannot
assist one another. The writer must have a method to deliver their best writing on demand. That
writing needs to be organized, focused, detailed, and engaging. The writer needs a plan on
assessment day, and the Four Square plan is the best way to get the job done.
  four square writing method template: Four Square for Writing Assessment - Secondary Judy
Gould, Mary F. Burke, 2010-09-01 This new addition to the popular Four Square series helps
prepare students for the writing assessment. Students will learn an organized, Four Square
approach for brainstorming, as well as a simple three-step revision process to use on their initial
drafts. On assessment day, teachers cannot confer with students, and students cannot assist one
another. The writer must have a method to deliver their best writing on demand. That writing needs
to be organized, focused, detailed, and engaging. The writer needs a plan on assessment day, and



the Four Square plan is the best way to get the job done.
  four square writing method template: Four Square for Writing Assessment - Elementary Judy
Gould, Mary F. Burke, 2010-09-01 This new addition to the popular Four Square series helps
prepare students for the writing assessment. Students will learn an organized, Four Square
approach for brainstorming, as well as a simple three-step revision process to use on their initial
drafts. On assessment day, teachers cannot confer with students, and students cannot assist one
another. The writer must have a method to deliver their best writing on demand. That writing needs
to be organized, focused, detailed, and engaging. The writer needs a plan on assessment day, and
the Four Square plan is the best way to get the job done.
  four square writing method template: Treating NVLD in Children Jessica Broitman, John M.
Davis, 2013-03-14 Children with nonverbal learning disabilities (NVLD) have needs that can take
many forms and may, over time, require consultation and collaboration with professionals from
several fields. Given that multiple specialists may be involved in working with children with NVLD –
as well as the array of treatment variables – even seasoned practitioners may find themselves in
confusing situations. Treating NVLD in Children takes a developmental view of how the problems
and needs of young people with nonverbal learning disabilities evolve and offers a concise guide for
professionals who are likely to contribute to treatment. Expert practitioners across specialties in
psychology, education, and rehabilitative therapy explain their roles in treatment, the decisions they
are called on to make, and their interactions with other professionals. Collaborative interventions
and teamwork are emphasized, as are transitions to higher learning, employment, and the adult
world. Among the book’s key features are: A new four-subtype model of NVLD, with supporting
research. A brief guide to assessment, transmitting results, and treatment planning. Chapters
detailing the work of psychologists, therapists, coaches, and others in helping children with NVLD.
Material specific to improving reading, writing, and mathematics. Overview of issues in emotional
competency and independent living. An instructive personal account of growing up with NVLD.
Treating NVLD in Children: Professional Collaborations for Positive Outcomes is a key resource for a
wide range of professionals working with children, including school and clinical child psychologists;
educational psychologists and therapists; pediatricians; social workers and school counselors;
speech and language therapists; child and adolescent psychiatrists; and marriage and family
therapists.
  four square writing method template: Teaching Students to Dig Deeper Benjamin Johnson,
2013-10-02 This important new book identifies the skills and qualities students need, based on the
Common Core State Standards, to be really ready for college and careers. Go beyond content
knowledge...the deep thinking and learning skills detailed in this book will equip students for
success! Prepare your students for their futures by helping them become... Analytic thinkers Critical
thinkers Problem solvers Inquisitive Opportunistic Flexible Open minded Teachable Risk takers
Expressive Skilled at information gathering Skilled at drawing inferences and reaching conclusions
Skilled at using technology as a tool, not a crutch For each skill, you'll learn why it matters, and get
a whole host of practical strategies and techniques for bringing the skill to life in the
classroom—across the curriculum and for different grade levels. BONUS! You'll get useful,
much-needed information on planning high-quality assessments.
  four square writing method template: Teaching Students to Dig Deeper Ben Johnson,
2017-09-18 What does it really mean for students to be college and career ready? In this new edition
of Teaching Students to Dig Deeper, Ben Johnson identifies the ten attributes students need for
success, according to key research, the College Board, the ACT, and rigorous state standards. In
order to thrive beyond high school, students must become... • Analytical thinkers • Critical thinkers
• Problem solvers • Inquisitive • Opportunistic • Flexible • Open-minded • Teachable • Risk takers •
Expressive But how? Johnson offers the answers, providing practical strategies and techniques for
making the ten attributes come alive in the classroom, no matter what grade level or subject area
you teach. With the book’s strategies and tools, you will be inspired, armed, and ready to help all of
your students think on a deeper level and expand their learning.



  four square writing method template: The Four Square Mini Book Judy Gould, Mary F.
Burke, 2010-09-01 This packet, with which your students will create their own mini-book, uses the
Four Square method, which has been proven to work in classrooms just like yours. The Four Square
method can be used with all forms of writing and will fit any reading or language arts program. This
step-by-step approach is built around a simple graphic organizer that first shows students how to
collect ideas and then helps them use those ideas to create clear and polished prose. Open-ended
reproducibles make the technique accessible to writers of all ability ranges. It is also great for
content area writing!
  four square writing method template: Brainstorming Ideas and Creating Conclusions
Judy Gould, Evan Jay Gould, Mary F. Burke, 2010-09-01 This easy-to-use packet uses the Four
Square method to teach your students how to brainstorm ideas and create conclusions. The popular
Four Squre method, which has been proven to work in classrooms just like yours, can be used with
all forms of writing and will fit any reading or language arts program. This step-by-step approach is
built around a simple graphic organizer that first shows students how to collect ideas and then helps
them use those ideas to create clear and polished prose. Open-ended reproducibles make the
technique accessible to writers of all ability ranges. It is also great for content area writing.
  four square writing method template: Four Square: Writing Method for Grades 4-6 (eBook)
Judy Gould, Evan Jay Gould, 1999-03-01 Teach writing skills using the Four Square method, which
has been proven to work in classrooms just like yours. The Four Square method can be used with all
forms of writing and will fit any reading or language arts program. This step-by-step approach is
built around a simple graphic organizer that first shows students how to collect ideas and then helps
them use those ideas to create clear and polished prose. Open-ended reproducibles make the
technique accessible to writers of all ability ranges. Also great for content area writing.
  four square writing method template: Supporting the Main Idea Judy Gould, Evan Jay
Gould, Mary F. Burke, 2010-09-01 Teach writing skills, such as how to support your main idea, using
the Four Square method, which has been proven to work in classrooms just like yours. The Four
Square method can be used with all forms of writing and will fit any reading or language arts
program. This step-by-step approach is built around a simple graphic organizer that first shows
students how to collect ideas and then helps them use those ideas to create clear and polished prose.
Open-ended reproducibles make the technique accessible to writers of all ability ranges. It is also
great for content area writing.
  four square writing method template: Four Square: Writing Method Grades 4-6 Judy
Gould, Evan Jay Gould, Mary F. Burke, 2010-09-01 Teach writing skills using the Four Square
method, which has been proven to work in classrooms just like yours. This revised and updated
edition of the book also includes PowerPoint files filled with additional Four Square examples,
activities, and writing exercises. The Four Square method can be used with all forms of writing and
will fit any reading or language arts program. This step-by-step approach is built around a simple
graphic organizer that first shows students how to collect ideas and then helps them use those ideas
to create clear and polished prose. Open-ended reproducibles make the technique accessible to
writers of all ability ranges. It is also great for content area writing.
  four square writing method template: Four Square: Writing Method for Grades 4-6
(ENHANCED eBook) Judy Gould, Evan Jay Gould, 1999-03-01 Teach writing skills using the Four
Square method, which has been proven to work in classrooms just like yours. The Four Square
method can be used with all forms of writing and will fit any reading or language arts program. This
step-by-step approach is built around a simple graphic organizer that first shows students how to
collect ideas and then helps them use those ideas to create clear and polished prose. Open-ended
reproducibles make the technique accessible to writers of all ability ranges. Also great for content
area writing.
  four square writing method template: Intermediate Four Square Fill-Ins and Examples Judy
Gould, Evan Jay Gould, Mary F. Burke, 2010-09-01 This packet teaches writing skills with the Four
Square method, which has been proven to work in classrooms just like yours. The Four Square



method can be used with all forms of writing and will fit any reading or language arts program. This
step-by-step approach is built around a simple graphic organizer that first shows students how to
collect ideas and then helps them use those ideas to create clear and polished prose. Open-ended
reproducibles make the technique accessible to writers of all ability ranges. It is also great for
content area writing.
  four square writing method template: Primary Four Square Fill-Ins and Examples Judy
Gould, Evan Jay Gould, Mary F. Burke, 2010-09-01 This packet teaches writing skills with the Four
Square method, which has been proven to work in classrooms just like yours. The Four Square
method can be used with all forms of writing and will fit any reading or language arts program. This
step-by-step approach is built around a simple graphic organizer that first shows students how to
collect ideas and then helps them use those ideas to create clear and polished prose. Open-ended
reproducibles make the technique accessible to writers of all ability ranges. It is also great for
content area writing.
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