franklin institute science museum

franklin institute science museum stands as one of the premier science
museums in the United States, renowned for its interactive exhibits,
educational programs, and historic significance. Located in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, the museum offers visitors an engaging experience that combines
science, technology, and history. It serves as a hub for science education,
inspiring curiosity and learning among people of all ages. The franklin
institute science museum is home to a variety of permanent and temporary
exhibits, a planetarium, and cutting-edge technology displays. This article
explores the museum’s history, its most popular exhibits, educational
initiatives, visitor information, and its role in the scientific community.
The following sections will provide a comprehensive overview of what makes
the franklin institute science museum a must-visit destination for science
enthusiasts and families alike.

History and Background of the Franklin Institute Science Museum

Major Exhibits and Attractions

Educational Programs and Community Engagement

Visitor Information and Tips

Scientific Contributions and Research

History and Background of the Franklin
Institute Science Museum

The franklin institute science museum was founded in 1824 and named after
Benjamin Franklin, one of America’s most prominent inventors and scientists.
Its establishment was driven by the goal of promoting the mechanical arts and
sciences to the general public. Over nearly two centuries, the museum has
evolved from a modest institution into a sprawling center for science
education and innovation. The building itself is an architectural landmark,
featuring classical design elements that reflect its historical importance.
The institute’s mission has consistently focused on inspiring a passion for
science and technology through hands-on experiences.

Founding and Early Years

The franklin institute science museum was initially created as a place for
lectures, demonstrations, and exhibitions related to science and industry.



During the 19th century, it became a vital resource for inventors and
engineers, providing access to scientific knowledge and fostering innovation.
Early exhibits showcased mechanical inventions, electrical experiments, and
natural sciences, attracting scholars and the public alike.

Modern Development and Renovations

In the 20th and 21st centuries, the franklin institute science museum
underwent several expansions and modernizations to keep pace with advances in
science and technology. The addition of interactive exhibits, a state-of-the-
art planetarium, and digital displays transformed the museum into a dynamic
learning environment. Renovations also improved accessibility and visitor
amenities, enhancing the overall experience.

Major Exhibits and Attractions

The franklin institute science museum features a wide array of exhibits
designed to engage visitors with various scientific disciplines. From physics
and astronomy to biology and technology, the museum covers a broad spectrum
of topics through immersive and interactive displays. Its exhibits are
carefully curated to balance education with entertainment, making complex
concepts accessible to all ages.

Interactive Science Exhibits

One of the hallmarks of the franklin institute science museum is its hands-on
approach to science education. Interactive exhibits allow visitors to
experiment with scientific principles firsthand. Popular exhibits include the
Giant Heart, where guests can walk through a massive model of the human
heart, and the Electricity exhibit, featuring Tesla coils and electrical
demonstrations.

Fels Planetarium

The Fels Planetarium is a centerpiece attraction within the franklin
institute science museum, offering immersive astronomy shows and educational
presentations about the cosmos. It uses advanced projection technology to
simulate the night sky and explore celestial phenomena, making it a favorite
among visitors interested in space science.

Special Exhibitions and Traveling Shows

The museum regularly hosts special exhibitions and traveling shows that
highlight cutting-edge science, technology, and cultural topics. These



temporary exhibits provide fresh content and unique experiences, encouraging
repeat visits and continuous learning.

Educational Programs and Community Engagement

The franklin institute science museum is deeply committed to education and
outreach, offering a variety of programs tailored to different age groups and
learning levels. These initiatives aim to foster scientific literacy and
inspire future generations of scientists, engineers, and innovators.

School and Youth Programs

The museum partners with local schools to provide curriculum-aligned field
trips, workshops, and science camps. These programs emphasize hands-on
learning and critical thinking, aligning with state educational standards.
Youth programs also include robotics clubs, STEM competitions, and summer
camps focused on science and technology.

Adult Education and Public Lectures

Beyond youth programs, the franklin institute science museum offers adult
education opportunities, including lectures by leading scientists, technology
demonstrations, and continuing education courses. These programs serve to
engage the broader community in scientific discourse and lifelong learning.

Community Outreach and Accessibility

The museum actively reaches out to underserved communities through
partnerships and special initiatives designed to make science accessible to
all. Efforts include discounted admission programs, mobile science exhibits,
and collaborations with community organizations to promote inclusivity in
STEM fields.

Visitor Information and Tips

Planning a visit to the franklin institute science museum requires some
preparation to maximize the experience. The museum is located in
Philadelphia’s Logan Square area and is easily accessible by public
transportation, car, and walking from nearby attractions.



Hours of Operation and Admission

The franklin institute science museum typically operates seven days a week,
with extended hours during holidays and special events. Admission fees vary
depending on age, membership status, and special exhibit access. Advance

ticket purchases are recommended for popular exhibits and planetarium shows.

Facilities and Amenities

The museum offers a range of visitor amenities, including dining options,
gift shops, and accessible restrooms. Family-friendly facilities are
available, such as stroller rentals and nursing rooms, to accommodate
visitors of all ages. Free Wi-Fi and interactive kiosks enhance the visitor
experience.

Tips for Visiting

e Arrive early to avoid crowds, especially on weekends and school
holidays.

e Allow at least three to four hours to explore the main exhibits and
attend a planetarium show.

e Check the museum’s schedule for special events and temporary
exhibitions.

e Wear comfortable footwear since the museum involves considerable
walking.

e Take advantage of guided tours or audio guides for a more informative
visit.

Scientific Contributions and Research

The franklin institute science museum is more than just a public exhibition
space; it also plays an active role in scientific research and innovation.
Through partnerships with universities, research institutions, and industry
leaders, the museum contributes to advancing knowledge in various scientific
fields.

Research Collaborations and Innovation

The museum engages in collaborative research projects that focus on science



communication, educational technology, and applied sciences. These
initiatives help improve how science is taught and understood by diverse
audiences.

Preservation of Scientific Heritage

The franklin institute science museum maintains extensive archives and
collections of scientific instruments, documents, and artifacts related to
Benjamin Franklin and other notable figures. These resources support
historical research and public education about the development of science and
technology.

Role in STEM Advocacy

Through its programming and public presence, the franklin institute science
museum advocates for STEM education and careers. It serves as a platform for
promoting diversity and inclusion within science, technology, engineering,
and mathematics fields, encouraging participation from underrepresented
groups.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the must-see exhibits at the Franklin
Institute Science Museum?

Must-see exhibits at the Franklin Institute include the Giant Heart, the
Space Command Center, the SportsZone, and the Train Factory. Each offers
interactive and educational experiences highlighting science and technology.

Does the Franklin Institute offer any special events
or programs for children?

Yes, the Franklin Institute offers a variety of special events and programs
for children, including science workshops, summer camps, interactive
demonstrations, and themed weekends designed to engage young learners in
science.

What are the COVID-19 safety protocols currently in
place at the Franklin Institute?

The Franklin Institute follows recommended health guidelines, including
mandatory mask-wearing, social distancing, enhanced cleaning protocols, and
limited capacity to ensure visitor safety during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Visitors are encouraged to check the website for the latest updates before



visiting.

Can visitors experience an IMAX movie at the
Franklin Institute Science Museum?

Yes, the Franklin Institute features an IMAX theater that screens educational
and science-related films, providing an immersive viewing experience that
complements the museum's exhibits.

Is the Franklin Institute Science Museum accessible
for visitors with disabilities?

The Franklin Institute is committed to accessibility and provides services
such as wheelchair rentals, accessible restrooms, assistive listening
devices, and sign language interpretation upon request to accommodate
visitors with disabilities.

What are the ticket prices and membership options
for the Franklin Institute?

Ticket prices vary depending on age and type of admission, with discounts for
children, seniors, and groups. Membership options offer benefits like
unlimited free admission, exhibit previews, and discounts on special events.
Detailed pricing and membership information are available on the museum's
official website.

Additional Resources

1. The Wonders of the Franklin Institute: A Journey Through Science

This book explores the rich history and exhibits of the Franklin Institute,
one of America's most celebrated science museums. Readers are taken on a
guided tour through the museum's interactive displays, from physics and
astronomy to biology and technology. It highlights the Institute’s role in
inspiring curiosity and innovation among visitors of all ages.

2. Franklin Institute Science Adventures for Kids

Designed for young readers, this engaging book introduces children to the
exciting world of science through the lens of the Franklin Institute’s
exhibits. It features fun experiments, fascinating facts, and colorful
illustrations that encourage hands-on learning. The book captures the spirit
of discovery that the museum fosters in its youngest visitors.

3. Innovators and Inventions: Stories from the Franklin Institute

This collection showcases the groundbreaking inventions and pioneering
scientists celebrated at the Franklin Institute. Each chapter tells the story
behind a significant innovation, explaining its impact on society and
technology. The book serves as both an educational resource and a tribute to



human ingenuity.

4. Exploring Space at the Franklin Institute

Focusing on the museum's acclaimed space science exhibits, this book delves
into humanity’'s quest to understand the cosmos. It covers key themes such as
planetary exploration, astronautics, and the physics of space travel, all
illustrated with photographs and diagrams from the Institute’s collections.
Readers gain insight into both the science and the excitement of space
exploration.

5. The Franklin Institute’s Giant Heart: Understanding Human Biology
Centered on the museum’s iconic Giant Heart exhibit, this book offers an in-
depth look at human anatomy and cardiovascular science. Through accessible
explanations and vivid imagery, it helps readers grasp how the heart
functions and why it is vital to life. The book also discusses advances in
medical technology inspired by research featured at the Institute.

6. Physics in Action: Experiments Inspired by the Franklin Institute

This hands-on guide invites readers to replicate simple physics experiments
similar to those found in the museum’s interactive galleries. Each experiment
is explained step-by-step and accompanied by scientific background
information. The book encourages learners to explore fundamental principles
of motion, electricity, and energy through practical activities.

7. Franklin Institute: A Legacy of Scientific Education

Detailing the museum’s founding by Benjamin Franklin’s legacy, this book
traces its development as a premier educational institution. It covers the
evolution of exhibits, outreach programs, and technological innovations that
have kept the Institute relevant for over a century. The narrative
underscores the museum’s commitment to fostering science literacy in the
community.

8. Robotics and Technology at the Franklin Institute

Highlighting the museum’s cutting-edge exhibits on robotics and modern
technology, this book explores how machines are transforming our world. It
features profiles of robots on display, explanations of artificial
intelligence, and discussions on future technological trends. The book
inspires readers to consider the possibilities and challenges of living with
advanced technologies.

9. The Franklin Institute’s Science Festival: Celebrating Discovery

This vibrant book captures the excitement and educational value of the
Franklin Institute’s annual Science Festival. Through stories, photos, and
participant interviews, it showcases the diverse activities and
demonstrations that engage the public in scientific inquiry. The book
celebrates the communal spirit of learning and discovery that defines the
event.
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franklin institute science museum: Franklin Institute Science Museum-- History and
Mission , Presents information on the Franklin Institute Science Museum in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, established to honor Ben Franklin and promote his inventions. Outlines history from
founding in 1824 to the present, featuring new exhibits and interactive presentations on science and
technology. Also provides the mission of the Franklin Institute Science Museum, which is to
stimulate interest in science, promote public understanding of science, and strengthen science
education.

franklin institute science museum: The Ben Franklin Book of Easy and Incredible
Experiments Franklin Institute Science Museum, 1995-07-14 Learn about science the same way
Ben Franklin did--by performing incredible experiments! Ben Franklin, the famous patriot and signer
of the Declaration of Independence, was also America's first great scientist. At a time when science
was a mystery to most people, he performed incredible experiments that revealed amazing facts
about light, heat, sound, electricity, the weather, and other aspects of the natural world. Now the
enormously popular Franklin Institute Science Museum shows you how to do your own exciting
experiments Ben Franklin's way. He used common objects such as cooking oil, a glass bottle, or
pieces of colored cloth to chart the Gulf Stream, predict the weather, or measure how much a
molecule weighs. Using inexpensive, easy-to-find items, you'll discover how to: Build an optical toy
shop, including a prism, kaleidoscope, telescope, and periscope Make a weather station with a
working barometer, hygrometer, and other homemade meteorological instruments Create an
orchestra with flutes, water chimes, maracas, and a guitar you make yourself Build your own
printing press and print documents on paper that you make in your own paper mill Perform these
and dozens of other experiments at home, in the classroom, or as science fair projects--and enjoy the
fun of it The Franklin Institute Science Museum was built in 1934 in Ben Franklin's hometown of
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The first hands-on science museum ever, it offers people a chance to
learn about science by experimenting with hundreds of exhibits, including a 20-foot model of the
human heart, a 350-ton steam locomotive, and a working weather station.

franklin institute science museum: Satzung fiir den Bund zur Erneuerung des Reiches,
1928

franklin institute science museum: Franklin Institute Science Museum: Educational Hotlists ,
Presents a compilation of links to sites related to educational topics, provided by the Franklin
Institute Science Museum in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Includes links to sites about Africa, art,
China, geography, insects, literature, music, museums, weather science, American history, biology,
energy, schools, physical science, space science, animals, Black history, geology, mathematics,
online exhibits, wind energy, and other information. Contains a site search engine. Links to the home
page of the Franklin Institute.

franklin institute science museum: Fels Planetarium at The Franklin Institute Science
Museum , Gives information about the Fels Planetarium at the Franklin Institute, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, which was funded by a contribution from Samuel S. Fels in 1933. The planetarium
program makes use of computer technology, especially by the use of the cutting-edge Digistar
projection system ... used to create exciting special effects and programs.

franklin institute science museum: The Franklin Institute Science Museum , 19?7

franklin institute science museum: The Franklin Institute Science Museum, 20th and
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the Parkway, Philadelphia, Pa Studio Four, Day & Zimmermann, 1983*

franklin institute science museum: National Foundation on the Arts and the
Humanities United States. Congress. House. Committee on Education and Labor. Subcommittee on
Select Education, 1976

franklin institute science museum: Museums in Motion Edward P. Alexander, Mary
Alexander, Juilee Decker, 2017-02-23 Here is a complete introduction to the history of museums,
types of museums, and the key roles that museums play in the twenty-first century. Following an
introductory chapter looking at what a museum is today, Part I looks at the history and types of
museums: art and design museums natural history and anthropology museums science museums
history museums, historic houses, interpretation centers, and heritage sites botanical gardens and
zoos children’s museums The second part of the book explores the primary functions of museums
and museum professionals: to collect to conserve to exhibit to interpret and to engage to serve and
to act The final chapter looks at the museum profession and professional practices. Throughout,
emphasis is on museums in the United States, although attention is paid to the historical framing of
museums within the European context. The new edition includes discussions of technology, access,
and inclusivity woven into each chapter, a list of challenges and opportunities in each chapter, and
“Museums in Motion Today,” vignettes spread throughout the volume in which museum
professionals provide their perspectives on where museums are now and where they are going.
More than 140 images illustrate the volume.

franklin institute science museum: Firefighters' Safety United States. Congress. Senate.
Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. Subcommittee on the Consumer, 1991

franklin institute science museum: Reauthorization of the National Foundation of the Arts
and Humanities Act Institute of Museum Services United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on
Labor and Human Resources. Subcommittee on Education, Arts, and Humanities, 1990

franklin institute science museum: Omnibus Coin and Medal Legislation United States.
Congress. House. Committee on Banking, Finance, and Urban Affairs. Subcommittee on Consumer
Affairs and Coinage, 1990

franklin institute science museum: Museums in Motion Juilee Decker, 2024-08-06 This
book explores the histories and functions of museums while also looking at the current standing of
museums and their ongoing efforts toward relevance, resiliency, and future-proofing. Section I
examines the beginnings of museums with chapters dedicated to art and design museums; natural
history and anthropological museums; science museums; museums focused history and the past; and
gardens, zoos, and children’s museums. Emphasis is on museums in the United States, with some
historical framing beyond the U.S. Section II explores the primary functions of museums, including
conservation, exhibition, interpretation, engagement, and service. Section IIl examines museums
from within by exploring critical issues and contemporary movements facing museums and our
society: transparency and openness, labor and equity, belonging and coalition-building, risk-taking
and risk aversion, and sustainability and empathy. Advocating for change rather than “death to
museums,” Museums in Motion demonstrates the very premise that museums have been in motion
all along, as they have shifted from their rather simple form of a treasury, storehouse, and tomb to
something much more complex by deeply considering where museums have come from, where they
are today, and where they are going. Entirely new to this edition, Section III (Museum Aspirations)
features five new chapters, each centered around topics, rather than a museum type or museum
function. Each topic is meant to be a micro-narrative and springboard for a conversation about
museums today and their sustainability in the future. The chapters examine museums from the
inside (museum workers and their voices, especially, as well as power held by people and
institutions) and DEIA without using those individual words as chapter headings. On their own, or in
conjunction with the chapters in the previous sections of this book, these chapters serve as vignettes
that can help readers to understand where, how, and why we need to apply critical lenses to
institutions and articulate how doing so helps us to understand this historical moment and,
ultimately how we can realize resiliency and sustainability for museums and those who make their



existence possible.

franklin institute science museum: Black Swan Moments Joseph Jackson, 2021-06-21 Black
Swan Moments is the story of the Kennedy assassination and the man who would have solved it.
Nuclear physicist Frank Jackson had a top secret security clearance. He knew there had been a
conspiracy, and he was going to name names, but on December 13, 1963, he died under mysterious
circumstances at the age of forty-nine. His death paved the way for the magic bullet theory. This
book explains the real reason that Chaim Richman and the Paines were introduced to Lee Harvey
Oswald. It also reveals what really happened in Dealey Plaza, and it names the men who shot
Kennedy. It features new information that explains how the assassination was financed. It was
written to explain what happened to Frank Jackson and the measures taken to silence the author. It
also includes shocking information about the events that led to the controversial removal of Frank
Jackson as director of the Center for Naval Analyses in 1962. In 1963, many people in the
government were aware of Frank Jackson. Among them were Richard Bissell, Fred Korth, Bobby
Kennedy, John McCone, John Connally, and John McCloy. The intelligence community couldn’t stop
this book from being published because it includes rare photos, rare documents, and unimpeachable
information from well-placed sources. Highly detailed, it answers questions that most people would
be afraid to ask about the death of our thirty-fifth president.

franklin institute science museum: E-learning and Virtual Science Centers Ramanathan
Subramaniam, 2005-01-01 The book provides an overview of the state-of-the-art developments in the
new and emerging field of science education, called virtual science centers--Provided by publisher.

franklin institute science museum: Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies
Appropriations for 2013 United States. Congress. House. Committee on Appropriations.
Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies, 2012

franklin institute science museum: Directory of Awards National Science Foundation (U.S.).
Directorate for Science and Engineering Education, 1990

franklin institute science museum: 1987 National Science Foundation Authorization United
States. Congress. House. Committee on Science and Technology. Subcommittee on Science,
Research, and Technology, 1986

franklin institute science museum: The Two Ladies Of Philadelphia Pasquale De Marco,
2025-05-06 **The Two Ladies Of Philadelphia** is the definitive guide to Philadelphia, the City of
Brotherly Love. Whether you're a first-time visitor or a lifelong resident, this book will help you
discover the best of Philadelphia. Pasquale De Marco covers all the must-see sights, from
Independence Hall to the Liberty Bell, and provides insider tips on where to eat, shop, and stay.
With its engaging writing style and beautiful photography, this book is the perfect companion for
anyone who wants to experience all that Philadelphia has to offer. Philadelphia is a city with a rich
history and a vibrant culture. From its iconic landmarks to its thriving arts scene, Philadelphia has
something to offer everyone. In this book, Pasquale De Marco takes readers on a journey through
the City of Brotherly Love, exploring its many attractions and sharing insights into its unique
character. Whether you're interested in history, art, or culture, you'll find something to love in
Philadelphia. The city is home to world-renowned museums, including the Philadelphia Museum of
Art and the Barnes Foundation. It also has a thriving theater scene, with a variety of venues offering
everything from Broadway shows to local productions. And of course, no visit to Philadelphia would
be complete without trying some of the city's famous food. Philadelphia is known for its
cheesesteaks, hoagies, and soft pretzels. But there's much more to Philadelphia's culinary scene
than just these iconic dishes. The city is home to a diverse range of restaurants, serving everything
from traditional American fare to international cuisine. So what are you waiting for? Discover the
best of Philadelphia with The Two Ladies Of Philadelphia! If you like this book, write a review on
google books!

franklin institute science museum: American Educational History Journal Shirley Marie
McCarther, 2019-08-01 The American Educational History Journal is a peer-reviewed, national
research journal devoted to the examination of educational topics using perspectives from a variety




of disciplines. The editors of AEH] encourage communication between scholars from numerous
disciplines, nationalities, institutions, and backgrounds. Authors come from a variety of disciplines
including political science, curriculum, history, philosophy, teacher education, and educational
leadership. Acceptance for publication in AEH] requires that each author present a well-articulated
argument that deals substantively with questions of educational history. AEH] accepts papers of two
types. The first consists of papers that are presented each year at our annual meeting. The second
type consists of general submission papers received throughout the year. General submission papers
may be submitted at any time. They will not, however, undergo the review process until January
when papers presented at the annual conference are also due for review and potential publication.
For more information about the Organization of Educational Historians (OEH) and its annual
conference, visit the OEH web site at: www.edhistorians.org.
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