fowler's faith development

fowler's faith development represents a seminal framework in understanding how
individuals mature in their spiritual and religious beliefs over time. This theory, proposed by
James W. Fowler, outlines distinct stages of faith growth that span from early childhood to
adulthood, providing valuable insight into the complexity of faith as a dynamic and evolving
process. Fowler's model transcends specific religious traditions, offering a universal lens
through which to view the development of meaning, trust, and belief systems. This article
explores the core principles of Fowler's faith development theory, the characteristics of
each stage, and the implications for education, counseling, and personal spiritual growth.
Additionally, the discussion includes critiques and expansions of the theory, highlighting its
relevance in contemporary religious and psychological contexts. Understanding Fowler's
stages enriches the appreciation of faith as integral to human development and social
interaction.

e Overview of Fowler's Faith Development Theory
e The Six Stages of Faith Development
e Applications and Implications of Fowler's Theory

e Critiques and Contemporary Perspectives

Overview of Fowler's Faith Development Theory

Fowler's faith development theory offers a systematic approach to understanding how faith
evolves throughout an individual's life. Developed in the 1980s by James W. Fowler, a
theologian and psychologist, the theory proposes that faith is not static but progresses
through a series of identifiable stages. These stages reflect increasing complexity and
abstraction in how individuals perceive and relate to their beliefs, values, and ultimate
concerns. Central to Fowler's concept is the idea that faith encompasses more than
religious affiliation; it includes the ways people find meaning and purpose.

Definition of Faith in Fowler's Model

In Fowler's framework, faith is broadly defined as the human capacity to make meaning out
of personal experience and to live in relation to what is considered sacred or of ultimate
significance. This definition extends beyond traditional religious belief to include spiritual,
moral, and existential dimensions. Faith development, therefore, involves cognitive,
emotional, and social components that interact over time, influencing how individuals
interpret their world and themselves within it.



Theoretical Foundations

Fowler's theory draws from multiple disciplines, including developmental psychology,
theology, and sociology. Influenced by the work of Piaget on cognitive development and
Erikson on psychosocial stages, Fowler integrates these perspectives to explain how faith
matures in a patterned sequence. The theory also considers the role of community, culture,
and personal crises in facilitating movement between stages, emphasizing that faith growth
is not automatic but contingent on experience and reflection.

The Six Stages of Faith Development

Fowler identifies six distinct stages of faith development, each characterized by particular
ways of understanding and relating to faith. These stages are sequential but not strictly
age-bound, allowing for variation based on individual and contextual factors.

Stage 0: Primal or Undifferentiated Faith

This initial stage occurs in infancy and early toddlerhood, where faith is primarily formed
through trust and safety in the caregiver relationship. It is a pre-verbal, sensory experience
marked by a basic sense of security and hope. The foundations of faith in this stage are
implicit rather than explicit.

Stage 1: Intuitive-Projective Faith

Typically emerging between ages 3 and 7, this stage involves imagination and perception
heavily influenced by stories, images, and emotions. Children at this stage interpret faith in
concrete, fantastical ways, often blending reality with fantasy, and are sensitive to the
feelings and attitudes of significant adults.

Stage 2: Mythic-Literal Faith

During middle childhood, individuals begin to take religious stories and beliefs literally and
concretely. Faith at this stage is characterized by an understanding of justice and
reciprocity, with strong adherence to rules and rituals. The mythic narratives provide a
framework for moral reasoning.

Stage 3: Synthetic-Conventional Faith

Often developing in adolescence, this stage reflects conformity to the beliefs and values of
significant communities, such as family, church, or peer groups. Individuals synthesize their
faith identity based largely on external authority and are motivated by a desire for
belonging and approval.



Stage 4: Individuative-Reflective Faith

This stage typically emerges in young adulthood when individuals critically examine their
beliefs and values. There is a move toward personal responsibility for faith, greater self-
awareness, and acknowledgment of complexity and ambiguity. Faith becomes more self-
chosen and less dependent on authority.

Stage 5: Conjunctive Faith

In this stage, usually arising in mid-life or later, individuals integrate paradox,
transcendence, and deeper awareness of the limitations of understanding. Faith embraces
mystery and is open to diverse perspectives, often moving beyond literal interpretations to
symbolic and metaphorical meanings.

Stage 6: Universalizing Faith

The rarest and most advanced stage, universalizing faith, is characterized by a radical
commitment to universal principles of love and justice. Individuals at this level often act as
transformative agents in society, embodying selfless compassion and transcending
particular religious boundaries.

Summary of Stages

=

. Primal or Undifferentiated Faith
2. Intuitive-Projective Faith

3. Mythic-Literal Faith

4. Synthetic-Conventional Faith
5. Individuative-Reflective Faith
6. Conjunctive Faith

7. Universalizing Faith

Applications and Implications of Fowler's Theory

Fowler's faith development theory has broad applications across various fields, including
education, pastoral care, counseling, and spiritual formation. Understanding the stages
allows professionals to tailor interventions and support that correspond to an individual's
current faith development level.



Educational Contexts

In religious education, knowledge of Fowler's stages helps educators design age-
appropriate curricula that resonate with learners' cognitive and emotional capacities. For
example, storytelling and imaginative activities may be effective for children in the
Intuitive-Projective stage, while opportunities for critical reflection suit those in the
Individuative-Reflective stage.

Counseling and Pastoral Care

Counselors and spiritual directors utilize Fowler's model to assess clients' faith maturity and
to guide conversations about meaning, purpose, and belief struggles. The theory
encourages an empathetic approach that respects where individuals are in their faith
journey and facilitates growth through supportive dialogue.

Personal and Community Development

On a personal level, awareness of faith stages can foster self-understanding and patience
during periods of doubt or transformation. Communities that recognize diverse faith
development stages can cultivate inclusive environments that nurture spiritual growth and
respect differing perspectives.

Critiques and Contemporary Perspectives

While Fowler's faith development theory has been influential, it has also faced critiques and
inspired further research in the fields of psychology and theology. These critiques address
issues of cultural bias, linear progression assumptions, and the applicability across diverse
faith traditions.

Cultural and Religious Diversity

Some scholars argue that Fowler's stages reflect a Western, Christian-centric worldview
that may not adequately capture faith development in non-Western or non-Christian
contexts. They call for models that incorporate a wider range of cultural narratives and
spiritual expressions.

Non-Linear Development

Critics question the strict sequential nature of the stages, suggesting that faith
development can be non-linear, recursive, and influenced by life circumstances. People
may regress, skip stages, or experience aspects of multiple stages simultaneously.



Integration with Other Models

Contemporary perspectives often integrate Fowler's theory with other developmental and
psychological models to provide a more holistic understanding of faith. These approaches
emphasize the interplay between cognitive, emotional, social, and cultural factors in faith
maturation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Fowler's theory of faith development?

Fowler's theory of faith development is a framework that outlines how an individual's faith
matures through a series of six stages, ranging from intuitive-projective faith in early
childhood to universalizing faith in adulthood.

Who developed the stages of faith development?

The stages of faith development were developed by James W. Fowler, a theologian and
developmental psychologist, in his 1981 book 'Stages of Faith: The Psychology of Human
Development and the Quest for Meaning.'

What are the main stages in Fowler's faith development
theory?

Fowler's main stages of faith development are: Stage 0 - Primal or Undifferentiated Faith,
Stage 1 - Intuitive-Projective Faith, Stage 2 - Mythic-Literal Faith, Stage 3 - Synthetic-
Conventional Faith, Stage 4 - Individuative-Reflective Faith, Stage 5 - Conjunctive Faith, and
Stage 6 - Universalizing Faith.

How does Fowler's faith development theory apply to
adults?

In adults, faith development typically involves moving beyond the Synthetic-Conventional
Faith (Stage 3) to Individuative-Reflective Faith (Stage 4), where individuals critically
examine their beliefs, and potentially to higher stages that emphasize complexity,
integration, and universal principles.

Can Fowler's stages of faith development be applied to
non-religious contexts?

Yes, while Fowler's theory was originally framed within a religious context, the stages can
also be applied to broader meaning-making processes and personal belief systems beyond
traditional religion.



What is the significance of the Synthetic-Conventional
faith stage in Fowler's model?

The Synthetic-Conventional faith stage (Stage 3) is significant because it represents a
period, often in adolescence or early adulthood, when individuals conform to the beliefs of
their community and authority figures without critical reflection.

How can understanding Fowler's faith development
stages benefit educators and counselors?

Understanding Fowler's faith development stages helps educators and counselors support
individuals' spiritual and personal growth by recognizing their current stage, facilitating
appropriate challenges, and encouraging reflection and development in faith or personal
belief systems.

Additional Resources

1. Faith Development and Fowler's Model: An Introduction

This book provides a comprehensive overview of James W. Fowler's theory of faith
development, outlining the stages from infancy through adulthood. It explores how
individuals grow in their understanding and expression of faith, incorporating psychological,
spiritual, and social dimensions. The text serves as a foundational resource for students and
practitioners in theology, psychology, and pastoral care.

2. Stages of Faith: The Psychology of Human Development and the Quest for Meaning
Delving deeply into Fowler's stages of faith, this book examines the psychological
underpinnings of faith maturation. It discusses how faith evolves in response to life
experiences and cognitive growth, highlighting the challenges and transformations at each
stage. The author integrates case studies and practical examples to demonstrate the
model’s applicability in real-life contexts.

3. Faith Development in Adolescence: Navigating the Transition

Focusing specifically on adolescent faith development, this text applies Fowler's model to
the unique spiritual challenges faced during teenage years. It discusses the interplay
between identity formation and faith maturation, offering strategies for educators and
youth ministers to support healthy faith growth. The book also addresses cultural and social
influences on adolescent spirituality.

4. Fowler’s Faith Development Theory in Pastoral Counseling

This volume explores how pastoral counselors can utilize Fowler’s stages of faith to better
understand and assist their congregants. It provides practical guidance on assessing faith
development and tailoring interventions to meet individuals where they are spiritually. The
book includes case studies and reflective exercises for enhancing counseling effectiveness.

5. The Spiritual Journey: Exploring Faith Development through Fowler’s Lens

This reflective book invites readers to explore their own faith journeys using Fowler’s
framework. Combining narrative, theology, and psychology, it encourages personal growth
and deeper understanding of one’s spiritual development. The text is suitable for both



personal study and group discussion settings.

6. Faith Development in Diverse Cultures: Expanding Fowler’s Model

Addressing criticisms of cultural limitations in Fowler’s theory, this book examines faith
development across various cultural and religious contexts. It proposes adaptations and
expansions to the original model to make it more inclusive and globally relevant. The work
highlights the dynamic nature of faith formation in a multicultural world.

7. Integrating Cognitive Science and Faith Development: New Perspectives on Fowler’s
Model

This scholarly work bridges cognitive science research with Fowler’s faith development
theory, offering fresh insights into how the brain processes spirituality and meaning. It
discusses neural mechanisms involved in faith transitions and the impact of cognitive
development on spiritual beliefs. The book is ideal for academic readers interested in
interdisciplinary approaches.

8. Faith Development and Moral Growth: Intersections and Implications

Exploring the relationship between faith and morality, this book examines how Fowler’s
stages correlate with moral reasoning development. It considers how spiritual beliefs
influence ethical decision-making and character formation. The text is valuable for
educators, clergy, and psychologists interested in holistic human development.

9. Faith Development in Later Life: Challenges and Opportunities

This book focuses on the unique aspects of faith development during older adulthood,
applying Fowler's model to the aging process. It discusses how life review, loss, and
existential questions impact spiritual growth and meaning-making. Practical guidance is
offered for caregivers and faith leaders working with the elderly population.
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fowler s faith development: Stages of Faith James W. Fowler, 1995-09-15 Dr. James Fowler
has asked these questions, and others like them, of nearly six hundred people. He has talked with
men, women, and children of all ages, from four to eighty-eight, including Jews, Catholics,
Protestants, agnostics, and atheists. In many cases, the interviews became in-depth conversations
that provided rare, intimate glimpses into the various ways our lives have meaning and purpose,
windows into what this books calls faith. Faith, as approached here, is not necessarily religious, nor
is it to be equated with belief. Rather, faith is a person's way of leaning into and making sense of life.
More verb that noun, faith is the dynamic system of images, values, and commitments that guide
one's life. It is thus universal: everyone who chooses to go on living operated by some basic faith.
Building on the contributions of such key thinkers as Piaget, Erikson, and Kohlberg, Fowler draws
on a wide range of scholarship, literature, and firsthand research to present expertly and engagingly
the six stages that emerge in working out the meaning of our lives--from the intuitive, imitative faith
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of childhood through conventional and then more independent faith to the universalizing,
self-transcending faith of full maturity. Stages of Faith helps us to understand our own pilgrimage of
faith, the passages of our own quest for meaning and value.

fowler s faith development: Becoming Adult, Becoming Christian James W. Fowler,
1999-12-02 In this updated reissue of his 1984 classic, James Fowler applies his groundbreaking
research on the development of faith to Christianity. In his revised first chapter Fowler locates his
approach to the study of human and faith development in relation to the contemporary conversation
about identity and selfhood in postmodernity. Fowler invites readers to explore what it means to find
and claim vocation: a purpose for one's life that is part of the purposes of God. Reclaiming covenant
and vocation as ideals for responsible, mature, Christian selfhood, Fowler shows how a dynamic
understanding of what vocation involves can both inform and transform lives.

fowler s faith development: Stages of Faith and Religious Development James W. Fowler, Karl
Ernst Nipkow, Friedrich Schweitzer, 1992 An interpretation, criticism and application of research
and theory in religious development.

fowler s faith development: Faith Development and Fowler Craig R. Dykstra, Sharon Parks,
1986 An overview of the faith development theory - Evaluating faith development theory - Faith
development theory and ministry - Future in faith development studies.

fowler s faith development: Weaving the New Creation James W. Fowler, 2001-02-20

fowler s faith development: Faith Development and Pastoral Care James W. Fowler, 1987
James Fowler's work as the originator of faith development research -- his use of the theories of Jean
Piaget and Erik Erikson for theology -- has been widely acclaimed for its profound impact on the
field of religious education, and for its promise for other fields.

fowler s faith development: Women's Faith Development Nicola Slee, 2021-11-18
Presenting a rich account of women's faith lives and, mapping women's meanings in their own right,
this book offers an alternative to dominant accounts of faith development which failed to account for
women's experience. Drawing on Fowler's faith development theory, feminist models of women's
faith and social science methodology, the text explores the patterns and processes of women's faith
development and spirituality in a group of thirty women belonging to, or on the edges of, Christian
tradition. Integrating practical theological concern with Christian education and pastoral practice,
this book will be of interest to all concerned with women's faith development, spirituality, education
and formation, and those working in the fields of practical theology, pastoral care, adult theological
education, spiritual direction and counselling.

fowler s faith development: Spirituality in Pastoral Counseling and the Community
Helping Professions Charles Topper, 2003 Spirituality in Pastoral Counseling and the Community
Helping Professions investigates: the best tools for spiritual assessment; how ethnic background
influences spirituality; the language of the sacred in daily life; how people can develop greater
empathy; integrating spirituality into community; the importance of ritual.

fowler s faith development: 1993 Manual for Faith Development Research Romney M.
Moseley, David Jarvis, James W. Fowler, 1993-01-01

fowler s faith development: Introducing Christian Education Michael J. Anthony,
2001-09-01 Building on the success of his 1992 collection Foundations of Ministry (over 17,000
sold), Michael Anthony offers Introducing Christian Education to fill the need in the C.E. curriculum
for an introductory foundations textbook--one that provides an overview and understanding of the
broad range of subjects included in C.E.--for college and seminary use. Thirty-one chapters are
offered under the following sections: 1) Foundations of C.E.; 2) Developmental Perspectives of C.E.;
3) Educational Implications of C.E.; 4) Organization, Administration, and Leadership; 5) C.E. Applied
to the Family; and 6) Specialized Ministries. Contributors include Robert Pazmifio, Jim Wilhoit, Julie
Gorman, Klaus Issler, and Ted Ward. FROM THE FOREWORD BY LESTER C. BLANK JR. Introducing
Christian Education will become a major resource text for church leaders and Christian education
leaders who are professors of Christian education. It will be a valuable resource in my personal
library. The desired outcome will be Psalm 78:72: He cared for them with a true heart and led them




with skillful hands.

fowler s faith development: Handbook of Moral Behavior and Development William M.
Kurtines, Jacob Gewirtz, Jacob L. Lamb, 2014-02-04 The publication of this unique three-volume set
represents the culmination of years of work by a large number of scholars, researchers, and
professionals in the field of moral development. The literature on moral behavior and development
has grown to the point where it is no longer possible to capture the “state of the art” in a single
volume. This comprehensive multi-volume Handbook marks an important transition because it
provides evidence that the field has emerged as an area of scholarly activity in its own right.
Spanning many professional domains, there is a striking variety of issues and topics surveyed:
anthropology, biology, economics, education, philosophy, psychology, psychiatry, sociology, social
work, and more. By bringing together work on diverse topics, the editors have fostered a
mutually-beneficial exchange not only between alternative approaches and perspectives, but also
between “applied” and “pure” research interests. The Theory volume presents current and ongoing
theoretical advances focusing on new developments or substantive refinements and revisions to
existing theoretical frameworks. The Research volume summarizes and interprets the findings of
specific, theory-driven, research programs; reviews research in areas that have generated
substantial empirical findings; describes recent developments in research methodology/techniques;
and reports research on new and emerging issues. The Application volume describes a diverse array
of intervention projects — educational, clinical, organizational, and the like. Each chapter includes a
summary report of results and findings, conceptual developments, and emerging issues or topics.
Since the contributors to this publication are active theorists, researchers, and practitioners, it may
serve to define directions that will shape the emerging literature in the field.

fowler s faith development: Spirituality in Clinical Practice Len Sperry, 2001 Spirituality in
Clinical Practice includes perspectives not found in other texts such as a developmental perspective
integrating moral and spiritual development, the interface of spiritual development with personality
functioning, and insights from object relations, self psychology and transpersonal psychotherapy as
they relate to various spiritual traditions and contemporary spiritual practices. This brief,
reader-friendly text is written in a highly accessible style and is destined to set a precedent for
excellence in the emerging field of spirituality in clinical practice or psychotherapy and counseling.

fowler s faith development: Spiritual Care in Nursing Practice Kristen L. Mauk, Nola A.
Schmidt, 2004 Focusing on spirituality as an inherent component of effective nursing care, this text
presents an unbiased view of the nature of human spirituality apart from religion. The text offers a
unique interdisciplinary and inter-religious perspective—representing a range of Eastern and
Western religious traditions—while addressing lifespan considerations and belief systems within the
nursing process framework. Readable, interactive chapters apply the content clinically and highlight
timely research on spirituality and health. Each chapter includes case studies, critical thinking
questions, and personal reflection questions. Website references are also included.

fowler s faith development: Bioethics from a Faith Perspective Jack T Hanford, Harold G
Koenig, 2013-04-15 Discover the spiritual community's position on bioethics issues! Bioethics from a
Faith Perspective: Ethics in Health Care for the Twenty-First Century offers a meaningful, rational,
faith-oriented framework for deciding how to deal with important biomedical health care issues.
Organ donation, managed care, the Human Genome Project, and medical technology that keeps
people alive beyond their “natural” life span are some of the topics it illuminates through case
analysis and resolution. Since almost all textbooks in bioethics omit the religious dimension of life
(even though the field was inspired and stimulated by religious scholars at Princeton and Yale), this
is an indispensable volume. While most people state their moral positions from the background of
their religious traditions, many have not had the opportunity to study the relation between their
faith perspectives and the difficult issues that arise in the pursuit of health care. This book shows the
relevance, significance, and guidance that a faith perspective can offer for dealing with bioethical
issues. This unique and thoughtful book: shows you how to distinguish and describe the relation
between technical and ethical aspects of health-related issues provides you with a framework of



moral principles, theories, values, and faith viewpoints teaches you the defining characteristics of a
moral professional-client relationship related to faith helps you to discern when medical ethics and
faith commitments are therapeutic and when they are not gives examples describing a moral
problem, a faith perspective, and a justified position on that problem Since bioethics has been an
amazing story of growth from the 1950s to the present day and is still expanding, there will be
changes. Bioethics from a Faith Perspective stimulates that expansion by including the religious
dimension. It is the perfect supplement to the existing literature on the subject.

fowler s faith development: Spirituality and Psychological Health Richard H. Cox, Betty
Ervin-Cox, Louis Hoffman, 2005

fowler s faith development: Student Development in College Nancy J. Evans, Deanna S.
Forney, Florence M. Guido, Lori D. Patton, Kristen A. Renn, 2009-11-05 The second edition of
Student Development in College offers higher education professionals a clear understanding of the
developmental challenges facing today's college students. Thoroughly revised and updated, this
edition includes new integrative theories of student development, expanded coverage of social
identity theories, a targeted focus on higher education-related research, a current review of student
development research and application, and reconceptualization of typology theories as a way to
understand individual differences. Praise for the Second Edition of STUDENT DEVELOPMENT IN
COLLEGE Student Development in College is a rich, comprehensive exploration of the major
theoretical perspectives that inform development. The authors' attention to nuances and
complexities results in a substantive history of theory development and a careful story about how
various perspectives evolved yielding contemporary theorizing. The book is a masterful blend of
theoretical lenses and their use in designing developmentally appropriate practice for diverse
populations of contemporary college students. It is an excellent resource for all educators who work
on college campuses. Marcia Baxter Magolda, Distinguished Professor, Educational Leadership,
Miami University This is an invaluable work for anyone seeking an introduction to college student
development theories or those seeking to update their existing knowledge. It offers a thorough and
complex review of both the foundational theories and the newer often more culturally relevant
theories and models. Raechele L. Pope, program coordinator, Higher Education Program, University
at Buffalo The original book was a tremendous contribution to the field of higher education and
especially student affairs. After more than ten years, this revision is a timely and focused
enhancement to the literature that nurtures quality professionals to think differently about topics
relevant to our field. Well done a second time around! Gregory Roberts, executive director, ACPA
College Student Educators International

fowler s faith development: One Generation from Extinction Mark Griffiths, 2012-09-12
When Robert Raikes started his first Sunday School in 1780, he saw his idea grow to reach 300,000
unchurched children within five years - this in a nation widely ignorant of Christian ideas and values.
Mark Griffiths has used Raikes' pioneering work in examining child evangelism in the UK. Working
from extensive local and national research (leading to a PhD), he considers how children 'tick', what
basic theology is at work in Christian outreach, and what constitutes best practice in child
evangelism. His text is studded with insights and observations, and brings together the author's
passion for his subject with the rigour of careful research. This is an unparalleled resource, laying
the foundations of future growth.

fowler s faith development: The Handbook of Spiritual Development in Childhood and
Adolescence Eugene C. Roehlkepartain, 2006 With sixty-seven scholars from four continents and
many diverse disciplines contributing as authors to the volume; with fourteen scholars from around
the world serving as editorial advisors; with financial support provided by the John Templeton
Foundation via Search Institute; with frequent conversations occurring with colleagues at Fuller
Theological Seminary; and with the careful attention of editorial work provided by Sage
publications, this handbook provides a remarkable contribution toward those ends. --JOURNAL OF
YOUTH AND THEOLOGY Research into spiritual development during childhood and adolescence has
... yearned for the stimulus of integration, cross-fertilization, and internationalization, across



conceptual boundaries, methodological divisions, religious traditions, and local interests. The
Handbook of Spiritual Development in Childhood and Adolescence sets out to meet this need and
does so with skill and with authority, by identifying the key themes and by drawing on the best
minds to address those themes. Research communities and faith communities have been well served
by this pioneering initiative. - The Revd Professor Leslie ] Francis PhD, ScD, DD, University of Wales,
Bangor, UK The Handbook of Spiritual Development in Childhood and Adolescence breaks new
ground by articulating the state of knowledge in the area of childhood and adolescent spiritual
development. Featuring a rich array of theory and research from an international assortment of
leading social scientists in multiple disciplines, this book represents work from diverse traditions
and approaches - making it an invaluable resource for scholars across a variety of disciplines and
organizations. Key Features: Presents a wealth of interdisciplinary theory and research, as well as
proposals for future areas of inquiry, to help move spiritual development into a mainstream field of
learning Provides the first comprehensive collection of social science research on spiritual
development in childhood and adolescence to introduce the topic engagingly to students Features
the works of scholars from around the world in multiple disciplines (psychology, sociology,
anthropology, medicine, and educational philosophy) to present a diversity of traditions and
approaches Includes introductions to the volume as well as to each section that provide overviews
and syntheses of key concepts The Handbook of Spiritual Development in Childhood and
Adolescence is a key resource for academics, researchers, and students in departments of
Psychology, Family Studies, and Religious Studies. It is particularly useful for courses in
Developmental Psychology, Human Development (especially child and adolescent development),
Psychology of Religion, and Sociology of Religion. It also will be invaluable for professionals working
with young people, including educators, religious leaders, and health practitioners.

fowler s faith development: Encyclopedia of Religious and Spiritual Development Elizabeth M.
Dowling, W. George Scarlett, 2006 Focuses on the developmental process of religion and spirituality
across the human life span.This encyclopedia joins a recent trend in research and scholarship aimed
at better understanding the similarities and differences between world religions and spiritualities,
between expressions of the divine and between experiences of the transcendent.

fowler s faith development: Ministry with Youth in Crisis, Revised Edition Harley T. Atkinson,
W. Lee Barnett, Michael Severe, 2016-11-09 Ministry with Youth in Crisis is a comprehensive
treatment of major adolescent crises related to life themes including self-identity, faith formation,
family life, social relationships, sexuality, suicide, substance abuse, and eating disorders. The
distinctiveness of this book is that it offers a fine blend of solid research, workable theory, and
specific strategies for successfully ministering to and with youth in crisis. Furthermore, it
emphasizes the caring and sensitive side of working effectively with adolescents experiencing both
normal and extreme crisis situations. This volume, therefore, is both descriptive and prescriptive in
nature, in that it describes the world teens live in and offers biblical responses for ministry.
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