
franklin and marshall history department

franklin and marshall history department stands as a distinguished academic division within Franklin & Marshall
College, renowned for its comprehensive study of historical events, periods, and figures across a variety of
global contexts. This department offers students a rich curriculum designed to foster critical thinking,
research skills, and a deep understanding of the past’s influence on the present and future. With a faculty
comprising accomplished historians specializing in diverse fields, the department provides a dynamic learning
environment that encourages exploration of political, social, economic, and cultural histories. Students
benefit from rigorous coursework, access to extensive archives, and opportunities for original research,
ensuring a well-rounded historical education. This article explores the key aspects of the Franklin and
Marshall History Department, including its academic programs, faculty expertise, research opportunities,
student engagement, and career pathways. The following sections provide an in-depth overview of what makes
this department a leading choice for history scholars and enthusiasts alike.

Academic Programs and Curriculum

Faculty and Research Expertise

Student Research and Internship Opportunities

Community Engagement and Events

Career Paths for History Graduates

Academic Programs and Curriculum

The Franklin and Marshall History Department offers a diverse range of academic programs designed to cater to
students with varied historical interests and career goals. The curriculum is structured to provide a solid
foundation in historical methods, critical analysis, and thematic knowledge, while allowing flexibility for
specialized study.

Undergraduate Majors and Minors

Students can pursue a Bachelor of Arts degree with a major or minor in history. The major requires completion
of core courses in historical theory and methods, along with a selection of specialized courses spanning
different eras and geographic areas. Minors complement other fields of study, enhancing interdisciplinary
understanding.

Course Offerings

The department’s course offerings cover a broad spectrum, including but not limited to American history,
European history, world history, and thematic studies such as gender history, economic history, and the
history of science. This breadth ensures students gain a comprehensive grasp of global historical developments.

Capstone and Thesis Options

Senior students have the opportunity to engage in capstone projects or write an honors thesis, allowing them
to conduct in-depth research under faculty supervision. These projects emphasize original analysis and



contribute to the academic community’s understanding of historical topics.

Faculty and Research Expertise

The strength of the Franklin and Marshall History Department lies in its highly qualified faculty members whose
research interests span an array of historical disciplines. Their expertise enriches classroom instruction and
fosters a vibrant intellectual community.

Areas of Specialization

Faculty members specialize in numerous fields including American colonial and revolutionary history, modern
European political history, African and Asian histories, cultural and social history, and public history. This
diversity supports a multidisciplinary approach to historical study.

Faculty Publications and Projects

Professors actively contribute to historical scholarship through publications in prestigious journals, books,
and collaborative projects. Their ongoing research informs their teaching and provides students with insights
into current historiographical debates and methodologies.

Visiting Scholars and Lectures

The department frequently hosts visiting scholars and organizes lecture series, offering students and faculty
exposure to new perspectives and contemporary research trends in history. These events enhance the academic
environment and foster community engagement.

Student Research and Internship Opportunities

Engagement in research and practical experiences is a cornerstone of the Franklin and Marshall History
Department’s educational philosophy. Students are encouraged to develop their investigative skills beyond the
classroom.

Research Centers and Archives

The department provides access to specialized research centers and archives, including local historical
societies and digital databases. These resources support student projects and independent study, facilitating
hands-on learning.

Internship Programs

Internships with museums, historical societies, government agencies, and cultural institutions are available to
students, offering real-world experience in archival work, public history, and historical education. These
programs help students apply their academic knowledge in professional contexts.



Student Conferences and Publications

Students can present their research at regional and national history conferences, gaining valuable experience in
academic discourse. Additionally, contributions to departmental or college publications provide a platform
for showcasing student scholarship.

Community Engagement and Events

The Franklin and Marshall History Department actively promotes engagement with the broader community
through various events and initiatives that highlight the importance of historical understanding.

Public Lectures and Seminars

Regularly scheduled public lectures and seminars invite historians, authors, and public figures to discuss
historical themes relevant to contemporary issues, fostering dialogue between the college and the community.

Collaborative Projects

The department participates in collaborative projects with local schools, museums, and cultural
organizations, supporting educational outreach and preservation of local history. These partnerships enhance
community ties and provide experiential learning opportunities.

History Club and Student Organizations

Student-led organizations such as the History Club organize events, discussions, and trips related to
historical interests, creating a vibrant community for history enthusiasts on campus.

Career Paths for History Graduates

Graduates from the Franklin and Marshall History Department are well-prepared for a variety of professional
careers, leveraging their analytical, research, and communication skills developed through rigorous historical
study.

Graduate Studies and Academia

Many students pursue advanced degrees in history or related fields, preparing for careers in academia, research,
or specialized historical professions.

Public History and Museums

Opportunities abound in public history sectors including museum curation, archival management, heritage
preservation, and educational programming, where graduates contribute to the interpretation and presentation
of history.



Government, Law, and Business

The critical thinking and writing skills honed in the history department are highly valued in government service,
legal professions, journalism, and business, enabling graduates to excel in diverse career paths.

Teaching and Education

History graduates often enter teaching at various levels, sharing their knowledge and passion for history
with future generations, supported by departmental preparation and certification programs.

Skills Developed by History Majors

Critical analysis of complex information

Advanced research techniques

Effective written and oral communication

Understanding of cultural and societal contexts

Problem-solving and argumentation skills

Frequently Asked Questions

What programs does the Franklin and Marshall History Department offer?

The Franklin and Marshall History Department offers undergraduate programs including a Bachelor of Arts in
History, with opportunities for honors research and interdisciplinary studies.

Who are some notable faculty members in the Franklin and Marshall History
Department?

Notable faculty members include experts in American, European, and global history, known for their research
and publications. Specific names can be found on the department's official website.

Does the Franklin and Marshall History Department offer study abroad
opportunities?

Yes, the department encourages students to participate in study abroad programs that complement their
historical studies and provide global perspectives.

What research resources are available to history students at Franklin and
Marshall College?

Students have access to the college's library collections, archives, digital databases, and faculty
mentorship to support research projects in history.



Are there internship opportunities related to history through Franklin and
Marshall?

Yes, the department facilitates internships with museums, historical societies, archives, and other
organizations to provide practical experience.

How does the Franklin and Marshall History Department support
undergraduate research?

The department offers guidance for independent research projects, honors theses, and opportunities to present
work at conferences and campus events.

What career paths do graduates of the Franklin and Marshall History
Department pursue?

Graduates often pursue careers in education, law, public history, government, non-profits, and further
graduate study in history or related fields.

Does the Franklin and Marshall History Department host any events or
lecture series?

Yes, the department regularly hosts guest lectures, workshops, and conferences featuring scholars and
professionals in the field of history.

How can prospective students learn more about the Franklin and Marshall
History Department?

Prospective students can visit the department's website, attend open houses, contact faculty advisors, or
participate in campus tours and informational sessions.

Additional Resources
1. Foundations of Franklin & Marshall: A Historical Overview
This book explores the origins and early development of Franklin & Marshall College, delving into its founding
principles and the historical context of its establishment. It highlights significant milestones in the college’s
history and examines how the institution has evolved over time. The narrative also includes profiles of key
figures who shaped the college’s academic and cultural landscape.

2. The Evolution of the Franklin & Marshall History Department
Tracing the growth of the History Department at Franklin & Marshall, this volume details the department’s
academic contributions and curriculum changes over the decades. It discusses influential faculty members and
their research, as well as the department’s role within the broader college community. The book provides
insights into how historical scholarship has been fostered at Franklin & Marshall.

3. Historians of Franklin & Marshall: Biographies and Contributions
This collection profiles prominent historians affiliated with Franklin & Marshall, showcasing their scholarly
works and impact on historical studies. It highlights their fields of expertise, from American history to global
perspectives, and discusses their involvement in advancing the department’s reputation. The book also reflects
on how these historians have influenced generations of students.

4. Franklin & Marshall and the American Civil War
Focusing on the college’s relationship with the Civil War era, this book examines how the conflict affected the
campus, faculty, and student body. It includes personal accounts, archival materials, and analysis of the



college’s role in the broader national struggle. The work sheds light on the social and political dynamics
within Franklin & Marshall during this tumultuous period.

5. Campus Chronicles: Social Movements and Franklin & Marshall History
This book investigates the history of social and political activism at Franklin & Marshall, highlighting key
movements and events on campus. It discusses student protests, faculty initiatives, and administrative
responses from the mid-20th century to the present. The narrative illustrates how the History Department has
engaged with contemporary social issues through scholarship and education.

6. Franklin & Marshall’s Global Connections: A Historical Perspective
Exploring the international dimensions of Franklin & Marshall’s history, this book reveals the college’s global
engagements through study abroad programs, faculty research, and alumni contributions worldwide. It
examines how global events have influenced the campus culture and academic priorities. The book emphasizes the
importance of global history in the department’s curriculum.

7. Preserving the Past: Archives and Historical Resources at Franklin & Marshall
This volume highlights the rich archival collections and historical resources available at Franklin &
Marshall, essential for research and teaching in the History Department. It details the development of the
college’s archives, special collections, and digital initiatives. The book serves as a guide for students and
scholars interested in utilizing these resources for historical inquiry.

8. The Role of Franklin & Marshall in Pennsylvania History
Focusing on the college’s impact on and relationship with Pennsylvania’s history, this book explores regional
historical themes through the lens of Franklin & Marshall’s academic and community involvement. It covers
topics such as local politics, industry, and cultural heritage, illustrating the college’s role as a hub for
historical scholarship in the state. The work underscores the department’s commitment to regional history.

9. Innovations in Teaching History at Franklin & Marshall
This book discusses pedagogical approaches and innovations implemented by the History Department to enhance
student learning and engagement. It covers curriculum design, use of technology, experiential learning, and
interdisciplinary collaborations. The narrative highlights how these teaching methods have shaped the
department’s reputation and prepared students for diverse careers.
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believe, it is not achieving the wealth necessary to enter the top one percent but rather becoming
members of the great middle class by dint of hard work and self-discipline. Americans of all classes
consider themselves to be middle class. There are Americans who by any objective standard should
be considered poor who would insist they are middle class, just as other Americans who should be
considered wealthy also insist they are middle class. Thinking of yourself and being thought of by
others as middle class is the American Dream for tens of millions of people. But an enduring problem
of the American middle class is the worry that the Dream is coming apart—that forces are lurking in
the shadows waiting to steal their progress and throw them back into poverty. This
thought-provoking reference explores a disparate multitude of issues associated with being middle
class in America. It addresses a range of questions and subtopics, including the meaning of the term
middle class; how middle class status is expressed by both the majority and the various minorities
that make up the American mosaic; what economic pressures are bearing down on the middle class;
and how economists and others attempt to make sense of the economic issues of the day. Readers
will also better understand how political institutions and public policies are shaping the way the
middle class views the world; how labor, housing, education, and crime-related issues have
influenced the development and growth of the middle class; the norms of the middle class versus
those of other classes in society; and the role of culture and media in shaping how members of the
middle class view themselves—and how they are viewed by others. This two-volume set provides a
comprehensive look at the American middle class that supports student research in economics,
social studies, cultural studies, and political history. The content supports teachers in their
development of lesson plans and assignments that directly align with the Common Core State
Standards and the recommendations of the National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies
(NCSS) with respect to all ten NCSS themes.
  franklin and marshall history department: Der Karikaturenstreit und die Pressefreiheit.
Wert- und Normenkonflikte in der globalen Medienkultur Bernhard Debatin, 2007 Die von der
danischen Zeitung Jyllands-Posten im September 2005 veroffentlichten Mohammed Karikaturen
waren fur manche ein Test der Grenzen der Pressefreiheit, fur andere nur eine bosartige und
geschmacklose Provokation. Fur wiederum andere boten sie einen willkommenen Anlass zum
gewalttatigen Protest. Der Karikaturenstreit wirft eine Reihe von Fragen auf: Geht es um die
Verteidigung der Pressefreiheit oder um blosse Islamophobie? Steht hier westliche Toleranz gegen
ostliche Borniertheit oder geht es um gegenseitigen Respekt und Zuruckhaltung? Wurde der ganze
Konflikt durch die Medien kunstlich erzeugt und angeheizt? Mussen wir in der globalisierten
Medienkultur eine neue Medienethik der interkulturellen Anerkennung entwickeln? Und wie konnen
wir erreichen, dass dieser Respekt wechselseitig ist und nicht bloss zur liberalen Toleranz der
Intoleranz wird? To some, the infamous Mohammed Cartoons that were published in September
2005 by the Danish newspaper Jyllands-Posten tested the limits of the freedom of the press. Others
regarded them as a malicious and tasteless provocation. And for yet others, they were a welcome
excuse for violent protests. The cartoon debate raises a number of questions: What is paramount
here, defense of the freedom of the press or mere Islamophobia? Is Western tolerance pitted against
Oriental narrow-mindedness, or is this rather an issue of mutual respect and restraint? Was the
whole conflict artificially created and inflamed by the media? Do we need to develop a new media
ethics of intercultural recognition in the global media culture? And how can we ensure that this
respect is mutual and not just laissezfaire tolerance of intolerance?
  franklin and marshall history department: History of the Portrait Collection,
Independence National Historical Park Doris Devine Fanelli, Karie Diethorn, 2001 A catalog of
the portraits in the Independence Nat. Historic Park collection. These portraits consist of 255 works,
109 of them by Charles Willson Peale. Many are likenesses of heroes of the Amer. Revolution and
founders of Amer. gov't., statesmen, jurists, men of science, art and letters. The collection was
enhanced by the addition of the works of notable 18th and 19th cent. Anglo-Amer. artists. There are
two sections: a history of the collection dividing it in chapters covering works pre-1950, 1850-1900
and 1900-1951, and a catalog. Each catalog entry is enhanced with either a black and white or



four-color reproduction and contains a physical description of the portrait, a biography of the
subject, the circumstance of the portrait's commission and its provenance.
  franklin and marshall history department: Selling Women's History Emily Westkaemper,
2017-01-09 Only in recent decades has the American academic profession taken women’s history
seriously. But the very concept of women’s history has a much longer past, one that’s intimately
entwined with the development of American advertising and consumer culture. Selling Women’s
History reveals how, from the 1900s to the 1970s, popular culture helped teach Americans about the
accomplishments of their foremothers, promoting an awareness of women’s wide-ranging
capabilities. On one hand, Emily Westkaemper examines how this was a marketing ploy, as Madison
Avenue co-opted women’s history to sell everything from Betsy Ross Red lipstick to Virginia Slims
cigarettes. But she also shows how pioneering adwomen and female historians used consumer
culture to publicize histories that were ignored elsewhere. Their feminist work challenged sexist
assumptions about women’s subordinate roles. Assessing a dazzling array of media, including soap
operas, advertisements, films, magazines, calendars, and greeting cards, Selling Women’s History
offers a new perspective on how early- and mid-twentieth-century women saw themselves. Rather
than presuming a drought of female agency between the first and second waves of American
feminism, it reveals the subtle messages about women’s empowerment that flooded the marketplace.
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dubbed the period from the Civil War to World War I the age of the university, suggesting that
colleges, in contrast to universities, were static institutions out of touch with American society.
Bruce Leslie challenges this view by offering compelling evidence for the continued vitality of
colleges, using case studies of four representative colleges from the Middle Atlantic region Bucknell,
Franklin and Marshall, Princeton, and Swarthmore. A new introduction to this classic reflects on his
work in light of recent scholarship, especially that on southern universities, the American college in
the international context, the experience of women, and liberal Protestantism's impact on the
research university. According to Leslie, nineteenth-century colleges were designed by their
founders and supporters to be instruments of ethnic, denominational, and local identity. The four
colleges Leslie examines in detail here were representative of these types, each serving a particular
religious denomination or lifestyle. Over the course of this period, however, these colleges, like
many others, were forced to look beyond traditional sources of financial support, toward wealthy
alumni and urban benefactors. This development led to the gradual reorientation of these schools
toward an emerging national urban Protestant culture. Colleges that responded to and exploited the
new currents prospered. Those that continued to serve cultural distinctiveness and localism risked
financial sacrifice. Leslie develops his argument from a close study of faculties, curricula, financial
constituencies, student bodies, and campus life. The book will be valuable to those interested in
American history, higher education, as well as the particular institutions studied. This book
continues the story started by Veysey's Emergence of the American University. Its innovative
approach should encourage scholars to study colleges and universities as parts of local communities
rather than as freestanding entities. Leslie's findings will substantially revise currently accepted
accounts of the history of education in the late nineteenth century.--Louise L. Stevenson, Franklin
and Marshall College W. Bruce Leslie is professor of history at the State University of New York at
Brockport.
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