
fraternal order of eagles history

fraternal order of eagles history traces the origins and evolution of one of the most influential
fraternal organizations in the United States. Founded in the late 19th century, the Fraternal Order
of Eagles (FOE) has played a significant role in social, political, and charitable movements
throughout American history. This article explores the inception of the FOE, its foundational
principles, key milestones, and its contributions to society over more than a century. Understanding
the fraternal order of eagles history reveals not only the growth of a brotherhood committed to
mutual aid and community service but also its impact on legislation and social welfare programs.
From its early days in Seattle to becoming a nationwide organization, the FOE's history is marked by
dedication to improving lives and fostering camaraderie. This comprehensive overview will provide
insights into the FOE's origins, expansion, notable achievements, and ongoing legacy.

Origins and Founding of the Fraternal Order of Eagles

Growth and Expansion in the Early 20th Century

Key Contributions to Social and Legislative Causes

Organizational Structure and Membership

Modern Developments and Continuing Legacy

Origins and Founding of the Fraternal Order of Eagles
The fraternal order of eagles history begins in the year 1898 in Seattle, Washington, when a group
of theater owners gathered to address mutual concerns regarding their businesses and social
welfare. These founders sought to create a fraternal organization that would promote fellowship,
charity, and justice among its members and the wider community. The official establishment of the
Fraternal Order of Eagles took place on February 6, 1898. The eagle was chosen as the symbol due
to its representation of strength, courage, and freedom.

Founders and Founding Principles
The organization was founded by six men, including John Cort and Tim J. Ryan, who envisioned a
society grounded in the values of mutual aid and benevolence. The FOE was structured around
principles emphasizing liberty, truth, justice, and equality. These founding ideals shaped the
fraternal order of eagles history and guided its missions and activities.

Early Activities and Objectives
In its early years, the FOE focused on providing social opportunities for its members, supporting



charitable causes, and promoting civic engagement. The organization quickly attracted members by
offering a sense of community and mutual support during a period of rapid industrialization and
social change in America.

Growth and Expansion in the Early 20th Century
Following its foundation, the fraternal order of eagles history is marked by rapid growth and
geographic expansion. The organization spread from Seattle to other parts of the United States and
Canada, establishing local “aeries” or lodges. These aeries became centers for social gatherings,
community service, and charitable fundraising. By the early 1900s, the FOE had become one of the
largest fraternal organizations in North America.

Establishment of Local Aeries
Local chapters, known as aeries, played a crucial role in the FOE’s expansion. They provided
members with opportunities for social interaction, mutual aid, and participation in philanthropic
activities. The growth of these aeries helped solidify the FOE’s presence across diverse communities.

Membership Growth and Demographics
The fraternal order of eagles history during this period saw an increase in membership, drawing
men from various occupations and social backgrounds. The organization’s appeal was rooted in its
commitment to social welfare, camaraderie, and advocacy. Women were later admitted through
auxiliary groups, further broadening the FOE’s community reach.

Key Contributions to Social and Legislative Causes
The fraternal order of eagles history is distinguished by its active involvement in significant social
reforms and legislative advocacy. The FOE leveraged its collective influence to champion various
causes, including workers’ rights, social security, and healthcare reforms. Its members were
instrumental in advocating for laws and programs that benefited the broader public.

Advocacy for Social Security and Medicare
One of the most notable contributions of the FOE was its advocacy for the establishment of the
Social Security Act in 1935 and later for Medicare in the 1960s. The organization mobilized its
membership to support these social safety net programs, which have since become cornerstones of
American social welfare.

Charitable Initiatives and Community Service
The FOE has a long-standing tradition of charitable work, supporting causes such as children’s
hospitals, cancer research, and disaster relief. The organization’s charitable arm has raised millions



of dollars to aid those in need and improve community wellbeing.

Organizational Structure and Membership
The fraternal order of eagles history includes the development of a structured organization designed
to facilitate governance, member engagement, and community outreach. The FOE operates through
a hierarchical framework that connects local aeries with state and national leadership.

Local, State, and National Levels
The FOE is organized into local aeries, state or provincial associations, and a national or
international body. This structure ensures cohesive management and coordination of activities
across different regions. It also allows members to participate in governance and decision-making
processes at various levels.

Membership Benefits and Requirements
Membership in the FOE offers various benefits, including social interaction, access to insurance
programs, and opportunities for philanthropic involvement. Prospective members typically undergo
an application process and must adhere to the organization’s principles and codes of conduct.

Auxiliary Groups
Women’s auxiliaries play a supportive role within the FOE, engaging in charitable activities and
fostering community spirit. These auxiliary groups have been essential in expanding the
organization’s reach and impact.

Modern Developments and Continuing Legacy
The fraternal order of eagles history continues to evolve in the 21st century, adapting to changing
social dynamics while maintaining its core mission of charity, fellowship, and advocacy. The
organization remains active in community service and political advocacy, addressing contemporary
issues.

Adaptation to Contemporary Issues
In recent decades, the FOE has expanded its focus to include modern social challenges such as
healthcare access, veteran support, and youth programs. The organization embraces technology and
modern communication to engage younger generations and sustain membership growth.



Ongoing Charitable and Social Impact
The FOE’s commitment to philanthropy endures, with ongoing fundraising efforts and volunteer
programs supporting a wide range of causes. Its legacy is reflected in the lasting social programs it
helped establish and the communities it continues to serve.

Notable Events and Anniversaries
The FOE regularly commemorates significant milestones in its history through national conventions
and public celebrations. These events honor the organization’s founders and reaffirm its dedication
to the principles that have guided it for over a century.

Founded in 1898 in Seattle, Washington

Symbolized by the eagle representing freedom and strength

Rapid expansion through local aeries across North America

Advocated for Social Security and Medicare legislation

Strong tradition of charitable giving and community service

Organized through local, state, and national levels

Continues to adapt and serve modern social causes

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the Fraternal Order of Eagles?
The Fraternal Order of Eagles was founded on February 6, 1898, in Seattle, Washington, by a group
of theatrical performers who wanted to help a sick friend and promote mutual support among
members.

Who were the founders of the Fraternal Order of Eagles?
The Fraternal Order of Eagles was founded by a group of six theater owners and performers,
including John Cort, who played a key role in its establishment.

What was the primary mission of the Fraternal Order of Eagles
when it was founded?
The primary mission was to unite fraternally in the spirit of liberty, truth, justice, and equality, and
to provide mutual aid and assistance to members in need.



How did the Fraternal Order of Eagles influence social
legislation in the United States?
The Fraternal Order of Eagles played a significant role in advocating for social reforms, including
the establishment of Mother's Day, the Social Security Act, and the minimum wage law.

When did the Fraternal Order of Eagles expand beyond
Seattle?
The organization expanded rapidly after its founding, establishing chapters across the United States
and Canada in the early 20th century.

What are some notable symbols associated with the Fraternal
Order of Eagles?
The eagle is the primary symbol, representing strength, courage, and freedom, often depicted with
outstretched wings in the organization's emblem.

How has the Fraternal Order of Eagles evolved in modern
times?
Today, the Fraternal Order of Eagles continues to focus on charitable activities, community service,
and promoting fellowship among members while adapting to contemporary social issues.

Additional Resources
1. The Fraternal Order of Eagles: A Century of Brotherhood
This book chronicles the first hundred years of the Fraternal Order of Eagles, exploring its founding
principles, key events, and influential members. It highlights the organization’s role in social
advocacy, including its contributions to establishing Social Security. Rich with photographs and
personal stories, it offers an in-depth look at how the Eagles have fostered community and charity
throughout their history.

2. Eagles Over America: The Impact of the Fraternal Order in the 20th Century
Focusing on the 20th century, this book details how the Fraternal Order of Eagles influenced
American society and politics. It covers the growth of the organization, its philanthropic efforts, and
its involvement in labor and civil rights movements. The narrative provides context on how fraternal
organizations shaped social welfare policies in the United States.

3. Wings of Unity: The Story of the Fraternal Order of Eagles
"Wings of Unity" offers a comprehensive history of the Eagles, from their inception in Seattle in
1898 to their expansion across the nation. The book emphasizes the spirit of fraternity and mutual
aid that defines the group, showcasing its charitable projects and community initiatives. It also
delves into the rituals and symbols that have maintained the group’s identity.

4. Brotherhood and Benevolence: The Legacy of the Fraternal Order of Eagles
This volume examines the philanthropic legacy of the Eagles, detailing their support for hospitals,



scholarships, and disaster relief efforts. Through interviews with members and archival research, it
illustrates how the organization has balanced social fellowship with a commitment to public service.
The book portrays the Eagles as a vital part of America’s fraternal tradition.

5. The Eagles' Flight: Fraternal Order’s Rise in American Society
"The Eagles' Flight" tracks the rise of the Fraternal Order of Eagles from a small social club to a
nationwide organization. It investigates the social and economic factors that contributed to its
popularity and persistence. The book also discusses challenges faced by the order, including shifts in
membership and changing cultural attitudes toward fraternal groups.

6. Fraternal Order of Eagles and the Fight for Social Security
This specialized history focuses on the pivotal role the Eagles played in advocating for the Social
Security Act of 1935. It details lobbying efforts, public campaigns, and the political alliances that
helped secure this landmark legislation. The book highlights the organization’s unique position as
both a social club and a political force.

7. Inside the Eagles’ Nest: Rituals and Traditions of the Fraternal Order
"Inside the Eagles’ Nest" explores the ceremonial aspects of the Fraternal Order, shedding light on
the rituals, symbols, and traditions that have bonded members for over a century. The book explains
the origins and meanings behind various ceremonies and how they foster camaraderie and
commitment among members. It also includes accounts of initiation rites and annual gatherings.

8. The Eagles and American Philanthropy: A Historical Perspective
This book places the Fraternal Order of Eagles within the broader context of American philanthropy,
tracing their charitable contributions from local communities to national causes. It discusses how
the organization’s fundraising methods evolved and the social impact of their generosity. The
analysis offers insights into the role of fraternal organizations in shaping charitable practices.

9. From Seattle to the Nation: The Expansion of the Fraternal Order of Eagles
Tracing the geographic and demographic growth of the Eagles, this book documents how the order
spread from its humble origins to become a prominent national fraternity. It covers key milestones in
expansion, including the establishment of lodges in major cities and rural areas alike. The narrative
highlights how the organization adapted to regional differences while maintaining a unified identity.
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