icd 10 procedure code for biological kerecis
graft

icd 10 procedure code for biological kerecis graft is a specialized medical coding term essential
for accurately documenting procedures involving the use of Kerecis grafts in clinical practice.
Kerecis grafts are biological, fish-skin-derived wound care products used primarily for treating
chronic wounds such as diabetic foot ulcers, venous leg ulcers, and other complex wounds.
Understanding the appropriate ICD-10 procedure codes is crucial for healthcare providers, coders,
and billing specialists to ensure accurate claims submission, reimbursement, and clinical data
tracking. This article explores the relevant ICD-10-PCS codes applicable to biological grafting
procedures, focusing on Kerecis graft applications, and discusses how to navigate the coding system
for such advanced wound care treatments. Detailed insights into procedural coding, classifications,
and clinical implications will be provided to aid medical professionals in optimizing documentation
and compliance. The following sections will also cover the background of biological grafts, the
coding framework, and practical tips for selecting the most accurate ICD-10 procedure codes for
Kerecis grafts.
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Understanding Biological Kerecis Grafts

Kerecis grafts are innovative biological wound care products derived from fish skin, particularly
Atlantic cod, which retain the natural structure of collagen and other extracellular matrix
components. These grafts are designed to promote faster healing by providing a natural scaffold that
supports cellular growth and tissue regeneration. The unique properties of Kerecis grafts include
their biocompatibility, ability to reduce inflammation, and resistance to infection. As a biological
graft, they differ significantly from synthetic or animal-derived grafts, offering enhanced outcomes
in wound management.

Biological grafts like Kerecis are primarily used in chronic wound care settings, including diabetic
foot ulcers, venous leg ulcers, pressure sores, and surgical wound healing. Their application involves
debridement followed by graft placement, making procedural coding complex yet essential for
accurate medical record-keeping and billing. Understanding the clinical use and characteristics of
Kerecis grafts is foundational to selecting the appropriate ICD-10 procedure code for biological
Kerecis graft treatments.



Clinical Applications of Kerecis Grafts

Kerecis grafts are utilized in various medical specialties such as podiatry, vascular surgery,
dermatology, and wound care clinics. They are especially valuable in treating wounds that are
resistant to traditional therapies. The biological nature of the graft supports tissue regeneration,
reduces healing time, and minimizes the risk of graft rejection or complications. Clinicians must
document the indication for graft placement, the type of graft used, and the procedural details to
facilitate correct coding and reimbursement.

Advantages Over Traditional Grafts

Compared to synthetic or mammalian-derived grafts, Kerecis grafts offer several advantages:

e Natural collagen structure that closely mimics human tissue

Reduced risk of disease transmission

Enhanced cell proliferation and angiogenesis

Minimal immunogenic response

Improved patient outcomes in chronic wound healing

Overview of ICD-10 Procedure Coding System

The ICD-10 Procedure Coding System (ICD-10-PCS) is the standardized system used in the United
States for coding inpatient hospital procedures. It provides a structured format to describe medical,
surgical, and diagnostic interventions precisely. ICD-10-PCS codes consist of seven alphanumeric
characters, each representing different aspects of the procedure including section, body system,
root operation, body part, approach, device, and qualifier. Accurate use of this system ensures
proper documentation and reimbursement for complex procedures such as biological grafting.

Understanding the structure and conventions of ICD-10-PCS is essential when coding for biological
Kerecis graft procedures. Since Kerecis grafting involves placement of a biological material, coders
must carefully select codes that reflect the nature of the procedure, the type of graft, and the
anatomical site involved.

Structure of ICD-10-PCS Codes

Each ICD-10-PCS code comprises seven characters with specific meanings:
1. Section: Identifies the general type of procedure (e.g., Medical and Surgical, Placement).
2. Body System: Specifies the general anatomical system involved (e.g., Skin and Breast).

3. Root Operation: Describes the objective of the procedure (e.g., Replacement,



Transplantation, Insertion).
4. Body Part: Indicates the specific anatomical site.
5. Approach: Details the technique or method (e.g., Open, Percutaneous).
6. Device: Identifies any device used (e.g., Synthetic Substitute, Biological Substitute).

7. Qualifier: Provides additional information if needed.

Importance of Accurate Procedure Coding

Accurate ICD-10 procedure coding is necessary to ensure healthcare providers receive appropriate
reimbursement and to maintain the integrity of patient records. For biological graft procedures such
as those using Kerecis, precise coding supports clinical research, quality reporting, and healthcare
analytics. Misclassification can lead to claim denials, delayed payments, or compliance issues,
making it imperative for coders to be well-versed in the specifics of biological graft coding.

ICD-10 Procedure Codes Relevant to Biological Grafts

Biological grafts are typically coded under the Medical and Surgical section of ICD-10-PCS, with
specific codes depending on the body system and root operation. The root operations relevant to
biological grafting include “Replacement,” “Transplantation,” and “Insertion,” depending on the
clinical context. For wound care involving biological grafts like Kerecis, the most applicable root
operations are usually “Replacement” or “Insertion” of a biological substitute into the skin or
subcutaneous tissue.

The device character in the ICD-10-PCS code is crucial for identifying the graft type. Biological
substitutes include grafts derived from human or animal tissue, and in the case of Kerecis, fish skin
is considered a biological material under these coding guidelines.

Common ICD-10-PCS Code Sections for Biological Grafts

The following sections typically encompass biological graft procedures:
e OH: Medical and Surgical - Skin and Breast
¢ 0J: Medical and Surgical - Subcutaneous Tissue and Fascia

e OL: Medical and Surgical - Anatomical Regions, General

Within these sections, root operations such as “Replacement” (character 2) or “Insertion” (character
7) are used depending on whether the graft replaces a body part or is inserted as a supplement.



Device Character for Biological Substitutes

The device character in ICD-10-PCS codes indicates the type of material used. For biological grafts,
the device character is typically:

e D: Autologous Tissue Substitute

¢ E: Nonautologous Tissue Substitute

Kerecis grafts fall under nonautologous biological tissue substitutes since they are derived from fish
skin rather than the patient’s own tissue.

Specific ICD-10 Codes for Kerecis Graft Procedures

While there is no dedicated ICD-10-PCS code explicitly named for “Kerecis,” the coding must reflect
the procedure type, anatomical site, and biological substitute device. The most appropriate codes
are selected based on the nature of the procedure—typically the placement or replacement of skin or
subcutaneous tissue with a biological material.

For example, if a Kerecis graft is applied to a chronic wound on the skin, the code may fall under the
Medical and Surgical section (OH) with a root operation of “Insertion” or “Replacement” and a
device character indicating a nonautologous tissue substitute.

Illustrative ICD-10-PCS Codes

e 0HRJ0ZO0 - Replacement of Right Lower Leg Skin with Nonautologous Tissue Substitute, Open
Approach

* O0HRCOZO - Replacement of Left Lower Leg Skin with Nonautologous Tissue Substitute, Open
Approach

e 0JH60ZZ - Insertion of Nonautologous Tissue Substitute into Subcutaneous Tissue and Fascia
of Lower Leg, Open Approach

These codes illustrate how to document the placement of Kerecis grafts accurately, with the
anatomical site and approach specified according to the clinical scenario.

Selecting the Correct Code

Key factors influencing code selection include:

e The exact anatomical site of graft placement

e The root operation reflecting whether the graft replaces tissue or supplements it



e The approach used during the procedure (open, percutaneous, etc.)

e The device character indicating the biological nature of the graft

Comprehensive clinical documentation is essential to capture these details and enable precise
coding.

Documentation and Coding Best Practices

To ensure optimal coding accuracy for biological Kerecis graft procedures, detailed and thorough
documentation is imperative. Coders and healthcare professionals should collaborate to record all
relevant clinical information, including graft type, anatomical site, root operation, approach, and any
adjunctive procedures performed during the grafting process.

Essential Documentation Elements

» Specific identification of the biological graft used (e.g., Kerecis fish skin graft)
 Description of the wound or defect site requiring grafting

e Details of the surgical approach

¢ Any concurrent procedures or debridement performed

e Duration and complexity of the procedure

Collaboration Between Clinicians and Coders

Effective communication between clinical staff and coding professionals is vital to ensure accurate
capture of procedural details. Clinicians should provide explicit operative notes and graft
descriptions, while coders must stay updated on coding guidelines related to biological substitutes
and emerging wound care technologies like Kerecis grafts.

Common Challenges and Solutions in Coding Kerecis
Grafts

Despite the availability of ICD-10-PCS codes that can represent biological graft procedures, several
challenges exist when coding for Kerecis grafts. These include the lack of a dedicated code for fish-
skin grafts, ambiguity in documentation, and confusion between replacement and insertion root
operations.



Challenge: Lack of Specific Codes for Fish-Skin Grafts

No ICD-10-PCS code explicitly names fish-skin-derived grafts; therefore, coders must rely on codes
for nonautologous tissue substitutes. Accurate documentation clarifying the graft's biological origin
is critical to justify the selected code.

Challenge: Differentiating Root Operations

Determining whether the procedure constitutes “Replacement” (removal and substitution of all
layers of a body part) versus “Insertion” (putting in a non-biological or biological device without
removal) can be difficult. Understanding the surgical intent and procedure specifics helps to resolve
this coding dilemma.

Solutions and Recommendations

e Ensure precise clinical descriptions in operative reports
» Use the nonautologous tissue substitute device character in codes
e Consult official coding guidelines and payer policies for biological grafts

e Engage in continuing education on wound care coding trends

By addressing these challenges proactively, coding accuracy and reimbursement efficiency for
Kerecis graft procedures can be significantly improved.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the ICD-10-PCS code for a biological Kerecis graft
procedure?

The ICD-10-PCS code for a biological Kerecis graft procedure typically falls under the 'Application of
Skin Substitute' category, such as 0OHRJOMZ (Replacement of Right Lower Leg Skin with Synthetic
Substitute, Open Approach), but the exact code depends on the graft site and approach. Kerecis
grafts are biological skin substitutes used in wound care.

How do I find the correct ICD-10 procedure code for a Kerecis
graft?

To find the correct ICD-10-PCS code for a Kerecis graft, identify the anatomical site of the graft, the
root operation (e.g., Replacement, Supplement), and the approach (open, percutaneous, etc.).
Kerecis is a fish-skin derived biological graft often coded under skin substitute applications.



Is there a specific ICD-10-PCS code for Kerecis biological
grafts?

No, there is no specific ICD-10-PCS code exclusively for Kerecis grafts. Instead, coding is based on
the procedure performed, such as application or replacement of skin with a biological skin
substitute, described in the ICD-10-PCS coding manual.

Which ICD-10-PCS root operation applies to Kerecis graft
procedures?

The root operation for Kerecis graft procedures is usually 'Replacement' or 'Supplement' depending
on whether the graft replaces skin or supplements an area. It involves applying a biological skin
substitute and is coded accordingly in ICD-10-PCS.

Can Kerecis graft procedures be coded under skin substitute
application codes in ICD-10-PCS?

Yes, Kerecis graft procedures are generally coded under skin substitute application or replacement
codes in ICD-10-PCS, reflecting the use of a biological skin substitute in wound treatment or
reconstruction.

Are there any coding guidelines to consider when coding for
biological Kerecis grafts in ICD-10-PCS?

Yes, coding guidelines recommend accurately identifying the procedure's root operation, body part,
approach, and device if applicable. Since Kerecis is a biological skin substitute, coders should ensure
the procedure involves application or replacement of skin and select the appropriate code
accordingly.

Additional Resources

1. ICD-10 Procedure Coding Handbook: Biological Grafts and Advanced Therapies

This comprehensive handbook offers detailed guidance on coding biological graft procedures using
the ICD-10-PCS system. It covers various types of grafts, including kerecis grafts, with step-by-step
coding instructions and real-world examples. The book is ideal for medical coders seeking to
improve accuracy in reporting advanced biological therapies.

2. Mastering ICD-10-PCS for Skin and Tissue Grafting Procedures

Focused on skin and tissue grafting, this book provides an in-depth look at procedures such as
biological kerecis grafts. It includes coding tips, procedure descriptions, and clinical documentation
advice to help coders navigate complex coding scenarios. The text is enriched with case studies from
dermatology and reconstructive surgery.

3. Biological Grafts in Wound Care: Coding and Clinical Perspectives

Combining clinical knowledge with coding expertise, this book explores the use of biological grafts
like kerecis in wound management. It explains the medical rationale behind graft selection and
offers detailed ICD-10-PCS coding guidance. Healthcare professionals and coders will find this



resource valuable for understanding both treatment and documentation requirements.

4. ICD-10-PCS Coding for Regenerative Medicine Procedures

Regenerative medicine is a rapidly evolving field, and this book addresses the coding challenges
associated with its procedures, including biological kerecis grafts. It provides clear definitions,
coding conventions, and examples to ensure precise procedure reporting. The text also discusses
emerging technologies and their implications for coding.

5. Procedure Coding for Biological Skin Substitutes and Grafts

This title specializes in coding for biological skin substitutes such as kerecis grafts, detailing the
nuances of ICD-10-PCS coding for these innovative treatments. It highlights key documentation
elements required for accurate code assignment and reimbursement. The book is a practical guide
for coders in dermatology and plastic surgery settings.

6. The Essential Guide to ICD-10-PCS: Biological Grafts and Tissue Engineering

Providing foundational knowledge, this guide covers ICD-10-PCS coding principles with a focus on
biological grafts used in tissue engineering. It explains coding logic, body system designations, and
approach methodologies relevant to procedures like kerecis grafting. The book supports coders in
mastering complex procedure classifications.

7. Clinical Coding and Billing for Advanced Wound Care Procedures

This book addresses the intersection of clinical practice and billing, focusing on advanced wound
care procedures including biological kerecis grafts. It outlines coding strategies to optimize
reimbursement and compliance, while elucidating clinical indications and procedural steps. Coders
and billing specialists will benefit from its practical approach.

8. Innovations in Biological Grafting: Coding and Documentation Strategies

Highlighting cutting-edge biological grafting techniques, this book includes detailed instruction on
coding kerecis and similar grafts in ICD-10-PCS. It emphasizes the importance of thorough clinical
documentation to support code selection and audit readiness. The text is useful for both clinical
coders and healthcare providers.

9. ICD-10-PCS Coding Workbook: Biological Procedures and Graft Applications

Designed as a hands-on resource, this workbook features exercises and case studies on coding
biological graft procedures, including kerecis grafts. It reinforces learning through practical
application and review questions. Suitable for coding students and professionals seeking to enhance
their proficiency in ICD-10-PCS coding for biological treatments.
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