ice breakers for teacher meetings

ice breakers for teacher meetings play a crucial role in setting a positive
tone and fostering collaboration among educators. These activities help break
down barriers, encourage communication, and create an inviting atmosphere
that promotes teamwork. Effective ice breakers can transform a routine
meeting into an engaging and productive session by energizing participants
and enhancing rapport. In this article, various ice breaker techniques
tailored specifically for teacher meetings will be explored, including quick
introductions, interactive games, and collaborative exercises. Additionally,
the benefits of using these strategies in professional settings will be
discussed, along with practical tips for implementation. Whether the meeting
is in-person or virtual, these ice breakers are designed to suit different
group sizes and dynamics, ensuring inclusivity and participation. The
following sections provide a comprehensive guide to selecting and applying
the best ice breakers for teacher meetings.

e Importance of Ice Breakers in Teacher Meetings

e Types of Ice Breakers Suitable for Teacher Meetings
e Quick and Easy Ice Breaker Activities

e Interactive Group Ice Breakers

e Virtual Ice Breakers for Remote Teacher Meetings

e Tips for Successfully Implementing Ice Breakers

Importance of Ice Breakers in Teacher Meetings

Incorporating ice breakers for teacher meetings is essential to create an
environment conducive to open communication and collaboration. Teachers often
come from diverse backgrounds and departments, so initial interactions can be
formal or hesitant. Ice breakers reduce this initial awkwardness by
encouraging participants to share information about themselves in a relaxed
setting. This process builds trust and rapport, which are critical for
effective teamwork and professional development. Moreover, ice breakers
stimulate engagement and energy levels, preventing meetings from becoming
monotonous. When teachers feel connected and comfortable, they are more
likely to contribute ideas and participate actively in discussions, leading
to more productive outcomes.



Enhancing Communication Among Educators

Effective communication is a cornerstone of successful teacher collaboration.
Ice breakers facilitate this by providing a platform for educators to express
their thoughts and experiences openly. These activities help teachers
understand each other's perspectives and teaching styles, which can improve
coordination and support within the team.

Fostering a Positive Meeting Atmosphere

A welcoming and friendly atmosphere encourages participation and creativity.
Ice breakers lighten the mood and reduce stress, making meetings more
enjoyable. A positive environment also supports mental well-being and helps
maintain focus throughout the session.

Types of Ice Breakers Suitable for Teacher
Meetings

There are various categories of ice breakers that can be adapted for teacher
meetings, each serving different purposes depending on the meeting goals and
group composition. Understanding these types helps in selecting the most
appropriate activities.

Introductory Ice Breakers

These ice breakers are designed to help teachers get to know each other
better, especially when new members join the group. They often involve
sharing personal or professional information in a structured way.

Team-Building Ice Breakers

Team-building ice breakers focus on collaboration and problem-solving. They
encourage teachers to work together, strengthening group cohesion and trust.

Creative and Fun Ice Breakers

These activities inject an element of fun and creativity into meetings. They
can include games, storytelling, or imaginative exercises that engage



participants in a lighthearted manner.

Quick and Easy Ice Breaker Activities

In time-constrained teacher meetings, quick ice breakers are valuable for
energizing the group without taking up too much time. These activities
require minimal preparation and facilitate immediate interaction.

Two Truths and a Lie

Each participant shares two true statements and one false statement about
themselves. The rest of the group guesses which statement is the lie. This
game promotes listening skills and personal sharing.

One-Word Check-In

Teachers describe their current mood or expectations for the meeting using a
single word. This simple activity quickly gauges the group’s emotional state
and sets the tone.

Speed Networking

Participants pair up for brief conversations, then rotate to another partner
after a set time. This encourages quick introductions and helps teachers
learn about colleagues they may not know well.

Interactive Group Ice Breakers

For longer meetings or workshops, interactive group ice breakers facilitate
deeper engagement and teamwork. These activities can be customized to match
the meeting’s objectives.

Collaborative Storytelling

Teachers collectively create a story by each contributing a sentence or idea
sequentially. This activity encourages creativity, active listening, and
cooperation.



Common Ground

Participants work together to identify shared interests or experiences. This
can be done by listing facts or hobbies that multiple members have in common,
enhancing group connectivity.

Problem-Solving Challenges

Small groups tackle a hypothetical problem or scenario relevant to education.
This promotes critical thinking and highlights the value of diverse
perspectives.

Virtual Ice Breakers for Remote Teacher
Meetings

With the prevalence of remote and hybrid work environments, virtual ice
breakers have become increasingly important. These activities are designed to
engage teachers through online platforms.

Virtual Background Show and Tell

Participants choose a virtual background that reflects something about their
personality or interests and explain their choice to the group. This visual
element adds a personal touch to online meetings.

Online Polls and Quizzes

Using polling features or quiz tools, teachers can participate in quick,
interactive questions related to fun facts or professional topics. This
encourages active participation and interaction.

Emoji Check-In

Teachers share their current feelings or reactions by selecting emojis. This
simple and quick method helps gauge the group’s mood and promotes empathy.



Tips for Successfully Implementing Ice Breakers

Effective use of ice breakers requires thoughtful planning and sensitivity to
the group’s dynamics. The following tips ensure that ice breakers enhance
rather than detract from teacher meetings.

Consider Group Size and Composition

The size of the group influences the choice of ice breakers. Smaller groups
can engage in more personal sharing, while larger groups benefit from
scalable activities that maintain inclusivity. Additionally, consider
cultural and personality differences to select respectful and comfortable ice
breakers.

Allocate Appropriate Time

Ice breakers should fit within the meeting agenda without overshadowing the
primary objectives. Typically, 5 to 15 minutes is sufficient, depending on
the activity and meeting length.

Encourage Voluntary Participation

Not all teachers may feel comfortable participating in every ice breaker. It
is important to encourage but not force involvement, allowing individuals to
engage at their own comfort level while fostering a supportive atmosphere.

Align Ice Breakers with Meeting Goals

Choose ice breakers that complement the meeting’s purpose, whether it is to
build relationships, brainstorm ideas, or simply energize participants.
Relevant activities increase engagement and reinforce the meeting’s
objectives.

Use Feedback to Improve

Gathering feedback from participants about their ice breaker experiences
helps refine future selections. This ongoing process contributes to more
effective and enjoyable teacher meetings over time.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What are some effective ice breakers for teacher
meetings?

Effective ice breakers for teacher meetings include activities like 'Two
Truths and a Lie,' 'Would You Rather' questions, sharing a fun fact about
oneself, or a quick round of 'What’'s one thing you're excited about this
semester?' These help build rapport and create a comfortable atmosphere.

How can ice breakers improve teacher meetings?

Ice breakers can improve teacher meetings by fostering a sense of community,
encouraging open communication, reducing anxiety, and helping teachers
connect on a personal level, which can lead to more collaborative and
productive meetings.

Can ice breakers be tailored for virtual teacher
meetings?

Yes, ice breakers can be tailored for virtual teacher meetings by using
online tools and activities such as virtual polls, breakout room discussions,
or sharing photos and stories through chat. This helps engage participants
and overcome the challenges of remote interaction.



What are some quick ice breakers suitable for short
teacher meetings?

Quick ice breakers for short teacher meetings include asking each teacher to
share one word that describes their current mood, a rapid-fire round of
favorite books or movies, or a brief gratitude sharing where everyone names
something positive that happened recently.

How do ice breakers support new teachers during
meetings?

Ice breakers support new teachers by helping them feel welcomed and included,
breaking down social barriers, and providing opportunities to get to know
colleagues in a low-pressure setting. This can ease their transition and
build a supportive professional network.

Additional Resources

1. Ice Breakers for Teacher Teams: Energize Your Meetings and Build
Collaboration

This book offers a variety of creative ice breaker activities designed
specifically for teacher meetings. It emphasizes building trust and enhancing
communication among educators. Each activity is easy to implement and
adaptable for different group sizes and time constraints.

2. Teaching Together: Ice Breakers to Foster Teacher Collaboration

Focused on promoting teamwork, this book provides ice breakers that help
teachers get to know one another beyond their professional roles. It includes
exercises that encourage sharing personal stories and professional goals,
setting a positive tone for productive meetings.

3. Start Smart: Ice Breakers for Effective Teacher Meetings

Start your teacher meetings on the right foot with this collection of ice
breakers aimed at energizing participants and encouraging open dialogue. The
activities range from quick warm-ups to in-depth team-building exercises, all
designed to enhance group dynamics.

4. Breaking the Ice in Education: Engaging Activities for Teacher Groups

This title presents a comprehensive guide to ice breakers that break down
barriers and create a welcoming environment for teachers. It covers
strategies to reduce meeting anxiety and foster a sense of community, helping
educators collaborate more effectively.

5. Collaborate and Connect: Ice Breakers for Teacher Professional Development
Ideal for professional development sessions, this book offers ice breakers
that help teachers connect on both personal and professional levels. The
activities aim to build rapport, encourage sharing of best practices, and
create a supportive learning environment.



6. Fun and Effective Ice Breakers for Teachers: Boost Morale and Team Spirit
Designed to inject fun into teacher meetings, this book includes lighthearted
and engaging ice breakers that boost morale. It shows how humor and
creativity can reduce stress and improve cooperation among staff members.

7. Teacher Meeting Warm-Ups: Ice Breakers to Inspire and Motivate

This book provides a range of ice breakers that inspire creativity and
motivation among educators. The activities help teachers focus on common
goals and set a positive mindset for the rest of the meeting.

8. Getting to Know You: Ice Breakers for New Teacher Groups

Perfect for newly formed teams, this book focuses on ice breakers that
facilitate introductions and build initial connections. It offers step-by-
step instructions for activities that help teachers feel comfortable and
valued.

9. Engage and Energize: Ice Breakers for Dynamic Teacher Meetings

Engage your colleagues with this collection of ice breakers designed to
energize and activate participation in teacher meetings. The book emphasizes
interactive and reflective exercises that promote active listening and
collaborative problem-solving.
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ice breakers for teacher meetings: Handbook of Mindfulness in Education Kimberly A.
Schonert-Reichl, Robert W. Roeser, 2016-02-29 This handbook addresses the educational uses of
mindfulness in schools. It summarizes the state of the science and describes current and emerging
applications and challenges throughout the field. It explores mindfulness concepts in scientific,
theoretical, and practical terms and examines training opportunities both as an aspect of teachers’
professional development and a means to enhance students’ social-emotional and academic skills.
Chapters discuss mindfulness and contemplative pedagogy programs that have produced positive
student outcomes, including stress relief, self-care, and improved classroom and institutional
engagement. Featured topics include: A comprehensive view of mindfulness in the modern era.
Contemplative education and the roots of resilience. Mindfulness practice and its effect on students’
social-emotional learning. A cognitive neuroscience perspective on mindfulness in education that
addresses students’ academic and social skills development. Mindfulness training for teachers and
administrators. Two universal mindfulness education programs for elementary and middle school
students. The Handbook of Mindfulness in Education is a must-have resource for researchers,
graduate students, clinicians, and practitioners in psychology, psychiatry, education, and medicine,
as well as counseling, social work, and rehabilitation therapy.

ice breakers for teacher meetings: Solutions for Early Childhood Directors Kathy H. Lee,
2003 Solutions for Early Childhood Directors provides real-world answers for directors who work in
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the challenging yet rewarding field of early childhood education. Kathy Lee provides practical
solutions to problems that arise every day such as training staff, handling discipline, dealing with
parents, and creating partnerships in the community. For anyone who is a director or wishes to
someday become a director, this book is the ultimate can't-do-without-it survival kit.

ice breakers for teacher meetings: Preparing Teachers for the 21st Century Xudong Zhu,
Kenneth Zeichner, 2013-12-16 This book addresses two main questions, namely how to prepare
high-quality teachers in the 21st century and how the East and the West can learn from each other.
It addresses the different challenges and dilemmas that eastern countries, especially China, and
western countries are facing with regard to teacher education. We explore the question by
examining teacher education research, practice and policy in different countries, identifying both
common problems and country-specific challenges. We then try to find valuable experiences,
theories and practice which can solve specific problems in the process of teacher education, also
addressing how local and global factors impact it. In this regard, our approach does not strictly
separate pre-service teacher education from teachers’ in-service professional development, adopting
an integrative perspective. Further, we believe the respective social and cultural contexts must also
be taken into account. Lastly, we call for teachers’ knowledge and individual character traits to be
accounted for in the education of high-quality teachers.

ice breakers for teacher meetings: The Routledge Guide to Teaching Translation and
Interpreting Online Cristiano Mazzei, Laurence Jay-Rayon Ibrahim Aibo, 2022-04-11 Routledge
Guides to Teaching Translation and Interpreting is a series of practical guides to key areas of
translation and interpreting for instructors, lecturers, and course designers. The Routledge Guide to
Teaching Translation and Interpreting Online is for educators of translation and interpreting
teaching online in a variety of curricular combinations: fully online, partially online, hybrid,
multimodal, or face-to-face with online components. Offering suggestions for the development of
curriculum and course design in addition to online tools that can be used in skill-building activities,
and adaptable to specific instructional needs, this textbook is suitable for both multilingual and
language-specific classes. Fully comprehensive, the book addresses the tenets and importance of
process-oriented pedagogy for students of translation and interpreting, best practices in online
curriculum and course design, instructor online presence, detailed illustrations of specific online
assignments, the importance of regular and timely feedback, and teaching across the online
translation and interpreting (T&I) curriculum. Written by two experienced translators, interpreters,
and scholars who have been teaching online for many years and in various settings, this book is an
essential guide for all instructors of translation and interpreting as professional activities and
academic disciplines.

ice breakers for teacher meetings: Powerful Practices for High-Performing Special Educators
Roberta Kaufman, Robert Wandberg, 2010-04-21 This valuable resource addresses the unique
challenges faced by special education teachers in today's inclusive classrooms by offering powerful,
research-based tools and strategies.

ice breakers for teacher meetings: Teaching When the World Is on Fire Lisa Delpit,
2019-09-17 A timely collection of advice and strategies for creating a just classroom from educators
across the country, handpicked by MacArthur “genius” and bestselling author Lisa Delpit A favorite
education book of the year. —Greater Good magazine Is it okay to discuss politics in class? What are
constructive ways to help young people process the daily news coverage of sexual assault? How can
educators engage students around Black Lives Matter? Climate change? Confederate statue
controversies? Immigration? Hate speech? In Teaching When the World Is on Fire, Delpit turns to a
host of crucial issues facing teachers in these tumultuous times. Delpit's master-teacher wisdom tees
up guidance from beloved, well-known educators along with insight from dynamic principals and
classroom teachers tackling difficult topics in K-12 schools every day. This cutting-edge collection
brings together essential observations on safety from Pedro Noguera and Carla Shalaby; incisive
ideas on traversing politics from William Ayers and Mica Pollock; Christopher Emdin's instructive
views on respecting and connecting with black and brown students; Hazel Edwards's crucial insight



about safe spaces for transgender and gender-nonconforming students; and James W. Loewen's sage
suggestions about exploring symbols of the South; as well as timely thoughts from Bill Bigelow on
teaching the climate crisis—and on the students and teachers fighting for environmental justice.
Teachers everywhere will benefit from what Publishers Weekly called an urgent and earnest
collection [that] will resonate with educators looking to teach 'young people to engage across
perspectives' as a means to 'creating a just and caring world.'

ice breakers for teacher meetings: Teacher Training Smart Pages Gospel Light,
2018-03-01 This step-by-step guidebook takes you through the entire range of the training process.
Includes printable forms, teacher-training certificates, teacher devotions, a monthly planning
calendar, articles, tips and miniposters for use in guiding teachers of early childhood through the
elementary years. CD-ROM means you can email training materials to your teachers for reading and
later discussion. * Specific training issues covered: leading effective meetings, publicity, teacher
preparation, salvation, schedules, small-group skills, storytelling ¢ Includes information about safety,
special needs, dealing with trauma and more ¢ Reproducible manual with CD-ROM

ice breakers for teacher meetings: ISLLCE 2019 La Ino, Nirmalasari, Sitti Nurfaidah,
Maulid Taembo , La Aso, 2020-06-16 The 1st International Seminar on Language, Literature, Culture
and Education (ISLLCE) is motivated by improving the quality of research and development relating
to language, literature, culture and education field. Thus, this conference has aims: (1) to bring
together the scientists, researchers and practitioners, and lecturers. (2) To share and to discuss
theoretical and practical knowledge about language, literature, culture and education field. The
conference took place in Universitas Halu Oleo, Kendari, Indonesia on November, 15th up to 16th
2019. Specifically, this conference can be used as a scientific forum for accommodating discussion
among young researchers that originated from Indonesia in the field of Language, Literature,
Culture and Education. Therefore, the invited speakers in this conference are the researchers that
are well-known and reputable in the world. We would like to thank the organizing committee and the
members of reviewers for their kind assistance in reviewing the papers. We would also extend our
best gratitude to keynote speakers for their invaluable contribution and worthwhile ideas shared in
the conference. Furthermore, ISLLCE is hoped to be able to be used as academic media to exchange
ideas and as a result it will succeed in deciding the recommendation related to the language,
literature, culture and education phenomenon.

ice breakers for teacher meetings: Sunday School Promo Pages Wesley Haystead, 1993-06

ice breakers for teacher meetings: Disrupting the Teacher Opportunity Gap Jon Saphier,
2023-07-25 The teachers aren’t the problem—it’s the system that needs fixing. The missing element
in 70 years of school reform is a surround-sound focus on High-Expertise Teaching. We could have it
in any district, regardless of zip code, if we reengineered the twelve processes that impact teachers’
knowledge and skill. A handbook for action and a persuasive case for making every school a reliable
engine of constant learning, this book outlines the actions necessary to ensure High-Expertise
Teaching reaches more children, more of the time. Informed by a substantial research base and
decades of implementation, scholar-practitioner Jon Saphier presents the foundational elements of
High-Expertise Teaching in this capstone work, along with A comprehensive plan for effective
implementation to scale An assets-based approach to high expectations, culturally responsive
teaching, and rigor Templates for re-engineering school- and district-based processes Guidance for
leaders on honing their own skills to implement change Excellent teaching is complex and
demanding, with challenges beyond what any teacher-preparation program can cover. That’s why
we must create a workplace environment that enables and prioritizes continuous professional
learning about High-Expertise Teaching.

ice breakers for teacher meetings: Teaching in the Land of Kimchi Melissa Christine
Karpinski, 2010-03

ice breakers for teacher meetings: What Can I Take Off Your Plate? Jill Handley, Lara
Donnelly, 2024 The authors provide school leaders with strategies to counter teacher burnout and
implement structural changes that support and retain all teachers--



ice breakers for teacher meetings: Schoolwide Collaboration for Transformative Social
Emotional Learning Kristy Hill, Abbie Harriman, Amy Grosso, 2021-08-05 Schools and libraries can
make a difference by teaching kids how to identify and cope with emotions, how to communicate
with confidence and empathy, and how to persevere even when things are difficult. The authors of
this helpful text define transformative social-emotional learning and its impact on students and
schools. They present current brain research to support social-emotional programming in a whole
school program with collaborative lesson ideas adaptable to all age levels for the use of counselors,
librarians, administrators, classroom teachers, and all special area teachers. All lessons provide lists
of extended student and faculty readings. Illustrating and highlighting how social-emotional
programming helps foster and transform the culture of a school to one of belonging and acceptance,
the authors also provide necessary application lessons for all educators in all areas of a school,
including ideas for such common areas as playgrounds, cafeterias, classrooms, and libraries, and
even ideas for implementation by school administrators. Research cited predicts desired outcomes,
including a culture of belonging, increased student engagement and achievement, and a more
compassionate school staff. Ideas and activities provided for professional development for educators
benefit students and staff alike.

ice breakers for teacher meetings: The First-Year Teacher's Survival Guide Michelle
Cummings, Julia G. Thompson, 2024-04-02 The quick, comprehensive, and accessible guide that new
educators need to make it through the first year and thrive in the profession. The First-Year
Teacher's Survival Guide provides valuable strategies, activities, and tools you need to succeed in
the classroom. Now in its fifth edition, this book meets the needs of today’s K-12 teachers, updated
with the latest tools, techniques, and topics that aren’t addressed in teacher education programs.
Inside, you will find practical information on classroom management, professional growth,
trauma-informed practices, student engagement, social-emotional learning and more. You'll also get
an essential introduction to teaching and learning in an Al-enabled world, as well as maximizing the
use of digital tools, devices, and apps. With downloadable forms, templates, and additional resources
available online, this book truly supports you as you enter the challenging and rewarding profession
of education. Get ideas for communicating with concerned parents and caregivers Learn tips for
maintaining a comfortable work-life balance and prioritizing self-care Help your students succeed
with tech-integration and personalized instruction Maintain a calm, safe classroom with classroom
management techniques, apps, and restorative practices Discover proven strategies for creating a
positive classroom environment and, supportive relationships with students This must-have guide is
filled with the information and tips new K-12 teachers need to face classroom challenges with
confidence and thrive in the profession.

ice breakers for teacher meetings: Teacher Team Leader Handbook Chad M. V. Dumas,
2025-03-25 Education expert and award-winning researcher Chad Dumas provides teacher team
leaders with clarity on their role and approach, accompanied by actions that help teams get going,
gain momentum, overcome obstacles, and refine skills that maximize their effectiveness in
professional learning communities. Uncover the responsibilities, assumptions, and mindsets of
effective teacher team leaders and utilize 40 simple, go-to moves, techniques, and strategies that
will transform team collaboration. K-12 teacher team leaders can rely on this handbook to:
Understand the three key responsibilities of the team leader in a PLC Cultivate assumptions and
mindsets for successful team collaboration Utilize tools to implement simple actions that transform
team functioning Reflect on their progress and determine future action steps Address common
challenges that impede their effectiveness Contents: Introduction Part I: Teacher Team Leader
Foundations Chapter 1: Defining Your Role Chapter 2: Understanding Your Approach Part II:
Teacher Team Leader Actions Chapter 3: Getting Started Chapter 4: Gaining Momentum Chapter 5:
Overcoming Obstacles Chapter 6: Refining Your Skills Chapter 7: Addressing Behavioral Challenges
Epilogue References and Resources Index

ice breakers for teacher meetings: Professional Capital Andy Hargreaves, Michael Fullan,
2015-04-24 The future of learning depends absolutely on the future of teaching. In this latest and



most important collaboration, Andy Hargreaves and Michael Fullan show how the quality of teaching
is captured in a compelling new idea: the professional capital of every teacher working together in
every school. Speaking out against policies that result in a teaching force that is inexperienced,
inexpensive, and exhausted in short order, these two world authorities--who know teaching and
leadership inside out--set out a groundbreaking new agenda to transform the future of teaching and
public education. Ideas-driven, evidence-based, and strategically powerful, Professional Capital
combats the tired arguments and stereotypes of teachers and teaching and shows us how to change
them by demanding more of the teaching profession and more from the systems that support it. This
is a book that no one connected with schools can afford to ignore. This book features: (1) a powerful
and practical solution to what ails American schools; (2) Action guidelines for all groups--individual
teachers, administrators, schools and districts, state and federal leaders; (3) a next-generation
update of core themes from the authors' bestselling book, What's Worth Fighting for in Your School?
[This book was co-published with the Ontario Principals' Council.].

ice breakers for teacher meetings: A Guide for Tales from a Teacher's Heart Sally ]. Zepeda,
2008 Tales from a Teacher's Heart is a video series that tells heartwarming stories about students,
schools, and teachers like you. From the lives of our authors, these true stories celebrate and
explore all the ways teachers make a difference. Topics include: - the first year of teaching - teachers
supporting teachers - connecting with students - and more. The Tales from a Teacher's Heart: Study
Guide includes text versions of the tales, discussion questions, strategies, applications, and musings
on what it means to be a teacher. Use this book for professional development, self-reflection,
starting and closing meetings, and study groups.

ice breakers for teacher meetings: Facilitating Effective Communication in School-Based
Meetings Jason R. Parkin, Ashli D. Tyre, 2021-09-05 This book offers guidance for school-based
professionals participating in the special education process. It provides a foundation for effective
oral communication and meeting facilitation in team meetings while highlighting methods to
enhance collaboration between educators and families. School psychologists across the United
States share how they structure meetings, provide examples for how to communicate educational
and psychological concepts, and describe personas they present to support the meeting process.
Chapters present a sequential facilitation process for school psychologist-led meetings and apply
that process to problem-solving, suspicion of disability, eligibility/feedback, IEP, and manifestation
determination meetings. Within each chapter, featured practitioners describe ways to address
common challenges that arise. Aimed at graduate students and professionals, this text is a unique,
example-based resource to enhance readers’ ability to facilitate and participate in the special
education process.

ice breakers for teacher meetings: Meeting Special Needs in Mainstream Schools Richard
Stakes, Garry Hornby, 2012-10-12 First Published in 2001. This fully updated second edition
provides practical assistance to teachers and student teachers working with children with special
educational needs in mainstream schools. Within the framework of current legislation and guidelines
it offers: Information on the various special needs which are encountered in mainstream schools;
Practical assistance to teachers working with children with learning difficulties, physical disabilities,
sensory impairments and behavioural difficulties; Strategies for effective classroom organisation and
management in an easily accessible format. Meeting Special Needs in Mainstream Schools can also
be used as a primer and to provoke discussion and the exchange of ideas within related professional
development courses.

ice breakers for teacher meetings: Creating Connections in Teaching and Learning
Lindy Abawi, Joan Conway, Robyn Henderson, 2011-12-01 This book explores the wide range of
contexts in which research into creating connections in learning and teaching may take place.
Creating connections can encompass making links, crossing divides, forming relationships, building
frameworks, and generating new knowledge. The cognitive, cultural, social, emotional and/or
physical aspects of understanding, meaning-making, motivating, acting, researching, and evaluating
are explored as constituent forms of creativity in relation to such connections. From this exploration



the authors identify varied connective contexts and means which include the learner, the educator,
the organisation, and the relevant community. The crossing of divides, forming learner-educator
relationships, bringing together diverse groups of learners, establishing networks and partnerships
among educators, and establishing links between organisations and communities are all considered
as connections which can be created by and within the learning and teaching dynamic. By examining
the factors which help to facilitate and/or restrict the possibilities for creating connections in
educational contexts, implications for and outcomes of learning and/or teaching arise from the
connections created. The final chapter of this book will explicate the realisations that have emerged
for educators and researchers working to create connections. These offer suggestions for future
directions and enunciate what and how connections might contribute to both educational institutions
and the broader society.
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