
icu drugs cheat sheet
icu drugs cheat sheet is an essential resource for healthcare professionals
managing critically ill patients in the intensive care unit. This
comprehensive guide provides quick access to vital information about commonly
used ICU medications, their indications, dosages, side effects, and
monitoring parameters. In critical care settings, timely and accurate drug
administration can significantly impact patient outcomes, making an ICU drugs
cheat sheet invaluable for physicians, nurses, and pharmacists. This article
delves into various classes of ICU drugs, including vasopressors, sedatives,
analgesics, antibiotics, and anticoagulants. Each section highlights key
drugs, their pharmacology, and clinical considerations to ensure safe and
effective use. Whether for rapid reference during emergencies or for
educational purposes, this icu drugs cheat sheet supports optimal medication
management in the ICU environment.
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Vasopressors and Inotropes
Vasopressors and inotropes are cornerstone drugs in ICU management, primarily
used to stabilize hemodynamics in patients with shock or cardiac dysfunction.
These agents work by constricting blood vessels or increasing myocardial
contractility, thereby improving tissue perfusion and oxygen delivery.
Selection and dosing require careful monitoring due to the risk of adverse
effects such as arrhythmias and ischemia.

Norepinephrine
Norepinephrine is the first-line vasopressor for septic shock. It acts
predominantly on alpha-1 adrenergic receptors, causing vasoconstriction and
increased systemic vascular resistance. The typical dosing ranges from 0.01
to 3 mcg/kg/min, titrated to maintain mean arterial pressure (MAP) above 65
mmHg. Continuous cardiac monitoring is essential due to potential
tachyarrhythmias.



Dopamine
Dopamine’s effects vary with dosage: low doses stimulate dopaminergic
receptors causing renal vasodilation; moderate doses activate beta-1
receptors increasing heart rate and contractility; high doses stimulate
alpha-1 receptors causing vasoconstriction. It is used in cardiogenic and
septic shock but has fallen out of favor due to arrhythmogenic potential.

Dobutamine
Dobutamine is a beta-1 selective inotrope used in heart failure and
cardiogenic shock to improve cardiac output. It may cause hypotension because
of peripheral vasodilation. Dosage typically ranges from 2 to 20 mcg/kg/min,
and patients require close hemodynamic and electrocardiographic monitoring.

Vasopressin
Vasopressin is a non-adrenergic vasopressor used as an adjunct to
catecholamines in septic shock. It acts on V1 receptors causing
vasoconstriction. Fixed doses of 0.03 units/min are commonly administered.
Monitoring for ischemic complications is necessary during therapy.

Common side effects: arrhythmias, ischemia, hypertension

Monitoring parameters: blood pressure, heart rate, urine output, ECG

Dosing adjustments based on clinical response and adverse effects

Sedatives and Analgesics
Sedation and analgesia are critical in ICU patients requiring mechanical
ventilation or invasive procedures. Proper drug selection balances patient
comfort, safety, and sedation depth to reduce complications such as delirium
and prolonged ventilation.

Propofol
Propofol is a rapid-acting sedative-hypnotic used for induction and
maintenance of sedation. It provides amnesia and anxiolysis but lacks
analgesic properties. Infusion rates typically range from 5 to 50 mcg/kg/min.
Monitoring includes blood pressure and triglyceride levels due to risk of
hypotension and propofol infusion syndrome.



Midazolam
Midazolam, a short-acting benzodiazepine, offers anxiolysis, amnesia, and
sedation. It is metabolized hepatically with potential accumulation in
prolonged infusions. Typical dosing for sedation is 0.02 to 0.1 mg/kg/hr IV.
Respiratory depression is a significant risk, requiring vigilant monitoring.

Fentanyl
Fentanyl is a potent opioid analgesic used for pain control in ICU patients.
It has a rapid onset and short duration, allowing for titratable analgesia.
Continuous infusion doses range from 25 to 200 mcg/hr. Side effects include
respiratory depression, constipation, and potential for tolerance.

Dexmedetomidine
Dexmedetomidine is a selective alpha-2 adrenergic agonist providing sedation
and analgesia without significant respiratory depression. It is often used
for light sedation. Infusion rates range from 0.2 to 1.5 mcg/kg/hr. It may
cause bradycardia and hypotension.

Monitor sedation levels using validated scales (e.g., RASS)

Assess respiratory status continuously

Adjust doses to minimize delirium and withdrawal

Antibiotics Commonly Used in ICU
Infections remain a major cause of morbidity and mortality in ICU patients,
necessitating prompt and appropriate antibiotic therapy. Empiric choices
depend on suspected pathogens, infection site, and local resistance patterns.
Dose adjustments are often required for renal or hepatic impairment.

Vancomycin
Vancomycin is a glycopeptide antibiotic effective against gram-positive
organisms, including MRSA. Therapeutic drug monitoring with trough levels is
essential to avoid nephrotoxicity. Standard dosing starts with 15-20 mg/kg
every 8-12 hours.



Meropenem
Meropenem is a broad-spectrum carbapenem used for severe infections caused by
multidrug-resistant gram-negative bacteria. Usual doses are 500 mg to 1 g
every 8 hours, adjusted for renal function. It penetrates well into most
tissues including cerebrospinal fluid.

Piperacillin-Tazobactam
This combination antibiotic covers a wide range of gram-positive, gram-
negative, and anaerobic bacteria. Typical dosing is 3.375 g every 6 hours or
4.5 g every 6-8 hours. Renal function monitoring is important to prevent
accumulation.

Linezolid
Linezolid is effective against resistant gram-positive bacteria including
VRE. It can be administered orally or intravenously at 600 mg every 12 hours.
Monitoring for thrombocytopenia and serotonin syndrome is advised.

Adjust doses based on renal and hepatic function

Monitor for antibiotic-associated adverse reactions

Consider local antibiogram to guide empiric therapy

Anticoagulants and Thrombolytics
Anticoagulation management in the ICU is crucial to prevent and treat
thromboembolic events while minimizing bleeding risks. Several agents are
used depending on indication, patient factors, and clinical scenarios.

Heparin
Unfractionated heparin is frequently used for prophylaxis and treatment of
venous thromboembolism. It requires frequent monitoring of activated partial
thromboplastin time (aPTT) to maintain therapeutic levels. Dosing varies from
low-dose prophylaxis to full anticoagulation.



Low Molecular Weight Heparin (Enoxaparin)
Enoxaparin offers more predictable anticoagulation with less frequent
monitoring than unfractionated heparin. Standard prophylactic dosing is 40 mg
subcutaneously daily, with therapeutic doses based on weight. Renal function
must be assessed before use.

Argatroban
Argatroban is a direct thrombin inhibitor used in patients with heparin-
induced thrombocytopenia. It is administered intravenously with dose
adjustments based on aPTT values. Its hepatic metabolism necessitates caution
in liver dysfunction.

Tissue Plasminogen Activator (tPA)
tPA is a thrombolytic agent used in life-threatening thrombosis such as
massive pulmonary embolism or ischemic stroke. Administration requires strict
adherence to contraindications due to high bleeding risk. Dosing protocols
vary by indication.

Monitor coagulation parameters closely

Assess bleeding risk before initiation

Adjust anticoagulant dosing based on clinical scenario

Other Critical Care Medications
Beyond the major drug categories, the ICU utilizes a variety of medications
to support organ function, treat complications, and manage comorbidities.
Familiarity with these drugs enhances comprehensive patient care.

Diuretics
Loop diuretics such as furosemide are commonly used to manage fluid overload
and pulmonary edema. Dosing is individualized based on response and renal
function. Electrolyte monitoring is critical to avoid imbalances.



Electrolyte Supplements
IV potassium, magnesium, and calcium are frequently administered to correct
disturbances that can affect cardiac and neuromuscular function. Precise
dosing and monitoring prevent toxicity and complications.

Stress Ulcer Prophylaxis
Proton pump inhibitors and H2 receptor antagonists are used to prevent
gastrointestinal bleeding in critically ill patients. Choice depends on
patient risk factors and comorbidities.

Neuromuscular Blockers
Agents like cisatracurium facilitate mechanical ventilation and reduce oxygen
consumption in select patients. Continuous monitoring of neuromuscular
function and sedation depth is necessary during use.

Regular monitoring of electrolytes and fluid status

Assess for side effects such as ototoxicity or nephrotoxicity

Adjust therapies based on clinical response and laboratory data

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an ICU drugs cheat sheet?
An ICU drugs cheat sheet is a concise reference guide that lists commonly
used medications in the Intensive Care Unit, including dosages, indications,
side effects, and administration guidelines to assist healthcare
professionals in critical care settings.

Why is an ICU drugs cheat sheet important for
healthcare professionals?
It helps healthcare professionals quickly access essential drug information
during high-pressure situations, reduces medication errors, improves patient
safety, and enhances the efficiency of care delivery in the ICU.



Which medications are typically included in an ICU
drugs cheat sheet?
Common medications include vasopressors (e.g., norepinephrine), sedatives
(e.g., midazolam), analgesics (e.g., fentanyl), antibiotics, diuretics,
anticoagulants, and emergency drugs like epinephrine and atropine.

How can I create an effective ICU drugs cheat sheet?
To create an effective cheat sheet, include essential drug names, standard
dosages, routes of administration, key indications, major side effects,
contraindications, and any special monitoring requirements, formatted in an
easy-to-read layout.

Are there digital ICU drugs cheat sheets or apps
available?
Yes, several digital resources and mobile apps provide ICU drug references,
often with interactive features like dosage calculators and updates on
guidelines, which can be beneficial for real-time clinical decision-making.

How often should an ICU drugs cheat sheet be
updated?
An ICU drugs cheat sheet should be reviewed and updated regularly, at least
annually or whenever new guidelines, drug approvals, or safety information
emerge, to ensure accurate and current clinical information.

Additional Resources
1. ICU Drugs Handbook: Quick Reference for Critical Care
This handbook offers a concise yet comprehensive guide to the most commonly
used drugs in the intensive care unit. It includes dosing guidelines,
indications, contraindications, and side effects, making it a valuable tool
for quick decision-making. The book is designed for fast reference, ideal for
ICU nurses, pharmacists, and physicians.

2. Critical Care Pharmacology: ICU Drug Cheat Sheet
Focused on essential pharmacological principles in the ICU, this book
provides a streamlined cheat sheet for drug administration in critical care
settings. It covers topics from vasopressors to sedatives, offering practical
tips on drug interactions and monitoring. The layout is user-friendly,
enabling healthcare professionals to access crucial drug information swiftly.

3. Essential ICU Drugs: A Pocket Guide for Healthcare Providers
This pocket guide distills vital information about ICU drugs into a compact
format suitable for on-the-go reference. It highlights indications, dosing



adjustments for organ dysfunction, and adverse effects. The guide is tailored
for physicians, nurses, and pharmacists working in high-pressure ICU
environments.

4. Rapid Reference: ICU Medications and Dosages
Designed as a quick reference tool, this book lists ICU drugs along with
their standard dosages, administration routes, and monitoring parameters. It
emphasizes safety considerations and helps reduce medication errors in
critical care. The book is organized alphabetically and by drug class for
easy navigation.

5. Pharmacology for Critical Care: ICU Drug Cheat Sheet and Guidelines
This book integrates pharmacological knowledge with clinical guidelines
specific to ICU practice. It provides cheat sheets for emergency drug
protocols, sedation, analgesia, and antibiotic stewardship. The content
supports evidence-based practice and enhances understanding of drug
mechanisms in critical illness.

6. ICU Drug Therapy: A Practical Cheat Sheet for Clinicians
Targeted at clinicians in intensive care, this practical cheat sheet
simplifies complex drug regimens used in the ICU. It covers cardiovascular
agents, antimicrobials, and neurological drugs with clear dosing
instructions. The book also addresses common pitfalls and tips for optimizing
drug therapy in critically ill patients.

7. Critical Care Drug Reference: ICU Medication Cheat Sheet
This reference book compiles essential medication information for ICU
professionals, focusing on efficacy and safety. It includes tables and charts
for quick cross-referencing of drugs based on clinical scenarios. The book
aids in rapid clinical decision-making and enhances medication management in
critical care.

8. ICU Pharmacology Made Easy: Drug Cheat Sheet for Critical Care
Written in an accessible style, this book breaks down ICU pharmacology into
understandable segments. It offers cheat sheets for different drug
categories, including sedatives, vasopressors, and antibiotics. The book is
an excellent resource for students and new ICU staff to build confidence in
drug administration.

9. The ICU Drug Manual: Concise Cheat Sheet for Emergency Use
This manual provides a succinct overview of emergency drugs used in the ICU
setting, with emphasis on dosing and rapid administration. It serves as a
quick reference during critical situations such as cardiac arrest and septic
shock. The manual also includes tips for avoiding common medication errors in
emergencies.
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  icu drugs cheat sheet: Who's who in America , 2003
  icu drugs cheat sheet: Top 200 Drugs Cheat Sheets Professor Lohner Mba Bs Pharm,
2020-04-26 Studying DRUGS can be gruesome. Students studying medicine, pharmacology or
pharmacy, nursing, more often than not, get overwhelmed by so much information given to them to
study all at once. A lot of them give up due to information overload or anxiety that comes with seeing
all the thick textbooks and materials that need to be covered, studied, understood and tested on.I
know, I get it! I was in pharmacy school then, MBA school years ago and my professors didn't make
it easy on us, for us. We didn't have this technology then that we have now. We only had textbooks
and the library. No ebooks, mobile apps, nor internet. I finished and have diplomas on both but, I
wouldn't lie, it wasn't easy at all!I was overwhelmed like you. I had panic attacks like you do. I had
test anxiety like every other student in this planet has.This is exactly why I wrote this book for you. I
don't want you to go through all that pain and suffering I went through trying to become a medical
professional, or just simply passing my classes. Remembering DRUGS shouldn't be that difficult.I
know some of you wouldn't believe me but, you have to TRUST me on this (I did almost a decade of
schooling after high school and I have been teaching millennials, I mean, adult learners, the last 11
years). You have to give me some credit.I often say, Funny sticks in the mind. If you can associate a
drug with something funny, be it in another language you know of, it sticks in the brain. Also,
grouping them by use or the organ/s they affect is the key to remembering them. But hey, wait! It
doesn't end there. If you know the secret codes and you can identify them on the
not-so-easy-to-remember generic names, you are golden! You are going to pass any test on drug
names and their use or class.Disclaimer: These secret codes apply to generic names only.The United
States Food and Drug Administration came up with a list of Most Commonly Used Generic Drug
Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes. I give this list to all my students, as soon as they start a Pharmacology
class with me, to help them remember drugs easily. But every time, I quiz them on it during a
lecture, I get a blank stare -- as if I was talking gibberish or in some other language no one
understands. Until, students told me that the list was no good since the list doesn't talk to themlike I
do and they do not know how to pronounce half the drugs on the list. Oh yeah, I hear you say that,
too, Yeah, it's a nice and handy list but, I do not know how to say or pronounce more than half of
these drugs, if not all. You do not have to worry, I have made a compilation of my audio lectures
from my live classes to go with this ebook so, MEMORIZING DRUGS CAN REALLY BE THIS
RIDICULOUSLY EASY and the link is inside the book. Repetition is key to remembering anything.
And by you carrying me, I mean, carrying this ebook with you everywhere you go, you can pull it out
anytime, anywhere, for a quick study or review that's why, it's called a CHEAT SHEET! I will be with
you everywhere you go, I promise. -Prof. Lohner
  icu drugs cheat sheet: 75 Nurse Cheat Sheets Aaron Reed, Aaron Reed Crna, 2015-10-18
MASTER THE MOST IMPORTANT INFO! Trim the fat and get the quick facts. Condense your
knowledge base so you can skip the fluff, save time, and master your nursing career! The largest
collection of nursing labs, medications, assessments, procedures, acronyms, diagrams, mnemonics,
equations, conversions, scales, graphs, pictures, & 20 pages of abbreviations and Spanish
translations. This enormous mobile phone and eBook reference will replace all of your expensive and
bulky laminated clinical sheets. We have poured through the textbooks and publications to serve you
the meat and potatoes. Includes detailed tables, diagrams, algorithms, and charting tools. As well
as... * Abbreviations * ABG: Analysis * ABG: Interpretation * ACLS: Bradycardia, Stroke,
Tachycardia, Acute Coronary Syndrome algorithms * ACLS: Cardiac arrest, Post Cardiac Arrest
algorithms * Admit Notes * APGAR * Artificial airway, endotracheal tube, & laryngoscope size by age
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* Blood Chemistry * Blood Compatibility * Blood Gas Formulas * Blood Products * BLS Algorithm *
Body Mass Index & Body Surface Area * Braden Scale * Cardiac Volumes & Pressures *
Cardioversion, Defibrillation, & Fluid Challenge by Age * Chest Pain * Coagulation Studies * Code
Drugs * Colloids * Complete Blood Count * Conversions: mcg, mg, mL, kg, lbs., mmHg, & cmH2O *
Cranial Nerves * Crystalloids * Daily Body Fluids * Deep Tendon Reflex Scale * Discharge Note *
Electrolyte Imbalances * Glasgow Coma Scale * Height Conversion Table * High-alert Medications *
History & Physical Exam * Ideal Body Weight * Intracranial Pressure Symptoms * Insulin: onset,
peak, duration, & appearance * Lead Placement * Levels of Consciousness: characteristics * Lung
Volume Descriptions * Lung Volumes: Obstructive vs. Constrictive * Maintenance Hourly Fluids *
Major Nerves: motor action, & sensation * Mechanical Ventilation Parameters: abbreviations,
formula, normal values * Mini Mental Status Exam * Morse Fall Scale * Murmurs * Muscle Strength
* Nerve Root: motor action, sensation, reflex * Orientation & Disorientation Behaviors * Oxygen
Tank Factor Equation * Oxygen: device, flow, FIO2, notes * Pacemaker Codes * PFT Special Test
Descriptions * PFT Values: calculations per kg, & normal for 70kg * Postpartum & Delivery Note *
Preload/Afterload/Contractility * Preoperative, Procedure, & Postoperative Notes * Pressure Ulcers:
stage, characteristics, interventions * Respiratory Pattern Diagrams * Serum Drug Levels * Stroke
Scale: Cincinnati * Temperature Conversion Table: formula, F to C * Transfusion Reactions *
Transfusion Times * Translation: English to Spanish * Transmission-Based Precautions * Urinalysis *
Vital Signs, Weight, Height: by age * Weight Conversion Table * Wound Care: products, indications,
considerations Prepare, Pass, Perform... with NurseMastery!
  icu drugs cheat sheet: Lippincott's Critical Care Drug Guide Marla J. De Jong, Amy Morrison
Karch, 2000 Large type and uncluttered design provide quick access to pertinent information
immediately. Organized into three parts, this guide provides quick access to essential and
easy-to-use information required by CCRNs, CENs and CCNPs. Part 1 is a basic overview of
information relating to common conditions such as cardiovascular and respiratory disorders, and
provides guidelines for pharmacologic management. Part 2 lists drug monographs in
alpha-organized format and focuses on critical care Need to Know facts. Part 3 provides you with a
unique compendium of information and critical care resources presented in appendices format.
  icu drugs cheat sheet: Medical Pocket Reference Lippincott Williams & Wilkins, 2003-11 This
portable shirt-pocket guide offers medical and nursing professionals an easy-to-use, reliable,
compact, and inexpensive way to check critical care drugs and their dosages. The book features
about 500 of the most commonly used generic critical care and emergency drugs in alphabetical
order. Shaded bars and the use of bold-face type help prescribers get the most important
information--dosages for specific indications--for every drug quickly. Every drug entry covers the
same information in the same way: generic and trade drug names, pregnancy risk category,
controlled substance schedule (if applicable), dosage forms, indications, and dosages. New ACLS
guidelines, ECG interpretations, therapeutic drug monitoring guidelines, and drug comparisons are
included.
  icu drugs cheat sheet: Critical Meds Made Easy Callie Parker, 2025-01-03 Master Critical
Medications Without the Headache: The Complete Emergency, Critical Care, and Pain Management
Bundle - Transform Complex Pharmacology into Memorable RhymesIf you're ready to conquer both
emergency/critical care AND pain medications without endless hours of textbook reading, then this
bundle is exactly what you need... Are you overwhelmed trying to memorize hundreds of medications
for emergency, critical care, and pain management? Struggling to keep track of drug classifications,
side effects, and nursing considerations across multiple specialties? Looking for a proven system
that makes ALL these essential medications stick in your memory? Introducing the complete
medication mastery bundle by Callie Parker that transforms complex pharmacology into memorable
rhymes. This innovative collection combines two essential guides: ER/ICU Meds Made Easy and Pain
Meds Made Easy, giving you comprehensive coverage of over 180 critical medications through
engaging verse. Inside this powerful bundle, you'll discover: Drug Classification and Names
Mechanism of Action Indications Side Effects and Adverse Reactions Nursing Considerations



Monitoring Requirements Patient Teaching Points Black Box Warnings Special Population
Considerations (Pediatric, Geriatric, Pregnancy, Renal Impairment) Drug Interactions Unlike
traditional pharmacology resources, this bundle doesn't require endless hours of memorization or
complex medical terminology. Each medication is presented through clever rhymes that naturally
embed in your long-term memory. This Complete Bundle Includes: ER/ICU Meds Made Easy - Master
over 100 emergency and critical care medications Pain Meds Made Easy - Conquer over 80 pain
management medications The rhyming format isn't just creative wordplay - it's based on proven
memory enhancement techniques used by medical professionals worldwide. Whether you're a visual,
auditory, or kinesthetic learner, these poems work with your natural learning style. Even if you've
struggled with pharmacology in the past, this unique approach makes learning medications across
specialties intuitive and enjoyable.Don't let complex medications overwhelm you any longer. Get
your complete bundle now and start mastering emergency, critical care, and pain management
pharmacology the easy way!Perfect for: Nursing students tackling pharmacology New graduates
entering critical care Experienced nurses seeking quick reference Healthcare providers preparing
for certification exams Anyone working in emergency, critical care, or pain management settings
  icu drugs cheat sheet: Toxic Effects of Drugs Used in the ICU Jeffrey L. Blumer, G. Randall
Bond, 1991
  icu drugs cheat sheet: Drug Guide for Critical Care and Emergency Nursing April Hazard
Vallerand, Judith Hopfer Deglin, 1991 Following general principles, the guide lists drugs
alphabetically by generic names. Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
  icu drugs cheat sheet: Continuous Infusions Pocket Card ScrubLifeNotes, 2025-02-24 The
Continuous Infusions Pocket Card by ScrubLifeNotes is an invaluable, evidence-based resource
designed to support ICU nurses in managing continuous medication infusions. This pocket card
begins with a succinct nervous system overview, providing foundational knowledge that enhances
understanding of the effects of various medications on the body. A section on autonomic receptor
stimulation explains how different drugs interact with receptors in the sympathetic and
parasympathetic nervous systems, helping nurses predict the physiological responses to these
medications. The card also covers essential assessment tools like RASS (Richmond
Agitation-Sedation Scale), CPOT (Critical Care Pain Observation Tool), and Train of Four (TOF),
which are vital for monitoring sedation, pain, and neuromuscular blockade in critically ill patients.
The pharmacology review provides concise, yet comprehensive information on major drug classes
used in continuous infusions, including vasopressors, inotropic agents, vasodilators, antiarrhythmics,
analgesics, sedatives, and paralytic medications. Each section highlights the mechanism of action,
common uses, and nursing considerations, enabling nurses to manage these powerful medications
safely and effectively. Designed for new ICU nurses, the Continuous Infusions Pocket Card offers
quick access to critical information, supporting safe and efficient patient care in high-pressure
environments. Its visual format and practical tips ensure nurses are well-equipped to handle
continuous infusions with confidence and precision.
  icu drugs cheat sheet: Potential Drug-drug Interactions in the Intensive Care Tinka Bakker,
2023 Drugs are an important part of medical treatment for patients admitted to the intensive care
unit (ICU). During medication prescribing, errors can occur, resulting in adverse drug events
(ADEs). In hospitalized patients, around 16% of ADEs are caused by a potential drug-drug
interaction (pDDI).ICU patients are particularly vulnerable to pDDIs due to polypharmacy and their
compromised health. However, continuous monitoring facilitates effective and timely risk
management of pDDIs.Computerized decision support systems (CDSSs) can support clinicians to
prescribe medication safely, by showing pDDI alerts. Yet, CDSSs can generate irrelevant alerts,
leading to alert fatigue, alert overrides and reduced CDSS effectiveness. To address this, we
hypothesized that tailoring pDDI alerts to the ICU setting could improve alert relevance and advance
CDSS effectiveness, resulting in less exposure to clinically relevant pDDIs for ICU patients.This
thesis aims to answer the following questions:1. What is the frequency of clinically relevant pDDIs in
the ICU'2. Which pDDIs are clinically relevant in the ICU setting'3. Does tailoring pDDI alerts to the



ICU setting reduce the frequency of administering clinically relevant pDDIs? This thesis shows that
40% of the assessed pDDIs were considered not clinically relevant in the ICU. Still, ICU patients are
frequently exposed to clinically relevant pDDIs, potentially resulting in patient harm. Therefore, the
use of CDSSs to warn about these clinically relevant pDDIs is justified. Tailoring pDDI alerts to the
ICU setting reduced exposure to clinically relevant pDDIs for ICU patients, improved patient
monitoring, and decreased ICU length of stay.--
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