
ideal parent figure therapy

ideal parent figure therapy is a specialized therapeutic approach designed to address
emotional wounds and developmental gaps caused by absent, neglectful, or dysfunctional
parental figures. This therapy focuses on creating and internalizing a nurturing,
supportive, and consistent "ideal parent figure" within the client’s psyche to foster healing
and promote psychological well-being. It is particularly effective for individuals struggling
with childhood trauma, attachment disorders, or unresolved emotional conflicts stemming
from early life experiences. By engaging in ideal parent figure therapy, clients learn to
repair internalized negative self-concepts and cultivate a stable internal environment that
compensates for past deficiencies. This article explores the principles, techniques,
benefits, and applications of ideal parent figure therapy in detail. Readers will gain a
comprehensive understanding of how this therapeutic model supports emotional growth
and resilience. The following sections will guide you through the foundational concepts,
therapeutic process, target populations, and practical considerations in ideal parent figure
therapy.
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Core Techniques and Therapeutic Approaches

Benefits and Outcomes of Ideal Parent Figure Therapy
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Challenges and Considerations in Therapy

Understanding Ideal Parent Figure Therapy

Ideal parent figure therapy is grounded in the psychological understanding that early
childhood experiences with caregivers significantly shape an individual's emotional
development. When parental figures are absent, inconsistent, or harmful, individuals may
internalize negative beliefs about themselves and others. This therapy aims to counteract
those detrimental internalizations by fostering an internal representation of a caring,
protective, and loving parent figure. The process helps clients develop emotional security
and self-compassion, which are critical for healthy functioning.

Historical Background and Theoretical Foundations

The concept of ideal parent figure therapy is influenced by attachment theory,
psychodynamic principles, and inner child work. Attachment theory emphasizes the
importance of secure caregiver bonds, while psychodynamic therapy explores unconscious



processes related to early experiences. Inner child work focuses on healing childhood
wounds by reconnecting with and nurturing the child within. Combining these approaches,
ideal parent figure therapy provides a framework to rebuild or establish positive internal
parental models.

Key Concepts in Ideal Parent Figure Therapy

Several core concepts underpin the effectiveness of ideal parent figure therapy. These
include:

Internalization: The process by which the client forms an internal image of a
nurturing parent figure.

Attachment Repair: Addressing insecure or disorganized attachment patterns
through therapeutic interventions.

Emotional Regulation: Enhancing the client’s ability to manage emotions by
providing a stable internal support system.

Self-Compassion: Cultivating kindness toward oneself to counteract self-criticism
rooted in childhood deficits.

Core Techniques and Therapeutic Approaches

Ideal parent figure therapy employs a variety of techniques tailored to the client’s needs,
focusing on creating and strengthening the internal ideal parent figure. Therapists
integrate expressive, cognitive, and relational methods to facilitate this process. The
therapy is typically conducted in individual sessions but can be adapted for group settings.

Visualization and Guided Imagery

Visualization is a primary technique used to help clients imagine and connect with their
ideal parent figure. Through guided imagery exercises, clients picture a caring, wise, and
protective figure who provides comfort, guidance, and unconditional acceptance. This
technique helps activate positive emotions and builds a sense of safety within the client’s
inner world.

Dialogue and Role-Playing



Therapists often encourage clients to engage in imagined dialogues with their ideal parent
figure. This communication allows clients to express unmet needs, receive reassuring
responses, and practice self-soothing strategies. Role-playing exercises may also help
clients embody the qualities of the ideal parent to strengthen internal caregiving
capacities.

Inner Child Work and Emotional Processing

Ideal parent figure therapy frequently incorporates inner child work, where clients revisit
past experiences and emotions associated with childhood wounds. The therapist guides
the client in nurturing and comforting their inner child through the presence of the ideal
parent figure, facilitating emotional processing and healing.

Journaling and Reflective Exercises

Written exercises support the therapeutic process by allowing clients to explore their
feelings, track progress, and deepen the relationship with their ideal parent figure.
Journaling prompts might include describing the characteristics of the ideal parent or
recounting moments when the internal figure provided support.

Benefits and Outcomes of Ideal Parent Figure
Therapy

Engaging in ideal parent figure therapy yields numerous psychological and emotional
benefits. It is effective in repairing internal relational deficits and promoting long-term
mental health improvements. The therapy supports clients in developing resilience and
healthier interpersonal relationships.

Emotional Healing and Self-Acceptance

One of the most significant outcomes is emotional healing from childhood neglect or
trauma. By internalizing an ideal parent figure, clients learn to accept themselves more
fully and reduce feelings of shame, guilt, and unworthiness.

Improved Attachment and Relationship Patterns

Ideal parent figure therapy helps clients develop secure attachment models, which
transfer into their adult relationships. Clients often experience enhanced trust, empathy,
and communication skills with others following therapy.



Increased Emotional Regulation and Coping Skills

Clients gain tools to regulate difficult emotions and cope with stress more effectively. The
internalized ideal parent figure serves as a stable resource to manage anxiety, depression,
and other emotional challenges.

Enhanced Self-Compassion and Inner Strength

The therapy fosters greater self-compassion, allowing clients to approach themselves with
kindness rather than harsh judgment. This shift strengthens their inner resilience and
capacity for personal growth.

Applications and Target Populations

Ideal parent figure therapy is applicable across a diverse range of clinical settings and
populations. It is particularly beneficial for those with complex emotional histories and
developmental trauma.

Individuals with Childhood Trauma and Neglect

People who have experienced neglect, abuse, or inconsistent caregiving during childhood
are prime candidates for ideal parent figure therapy. The approach helps address the deep
emotional wounds and attachment disruptions caused by such experiences.

Clients with Attachment Disorders and Emotional
Dysregulation

Those diagnosed with attachment disorders, including reactive attachment disorder or
disorganized attachment, benefit from the structured nurturing environment this therapy
provides. It assists in developing emotional stability and secure internal models.

Adult Survivors of Dysfunctional Family Dynamics

Adults who grew up in dysfunctional families, characterized by parental absence,
addiction, or mental illness, often face challenges in forming healthy relationships. Ideal
parent figure therapy facilitates healing and promotes healthier interpersonal functioning.



Use in Complementary Therapeutic Modalities

Ideal parent figure therapy can be integrated with other therapeutic approaches such as
cognitive-behavioral therapy (CBT), dialectical behavior therapy (DBT), and trauma-
focused therapies to enhance overall treatment outcomes.

Challenges and Considerations in Therapy

While ideal parent figure therapy offers substantial benefits, therapists and clients may
encounter certain challenges that require careful attention during treatment.

Establishing Trust and Safety

Clients with histories of trauma or attachment disruptions may initially struggle to
establish trust with the therapist and the therapeutic process. Creating a safe and
supportive environment is essential for effective therapy.

Individual Variability in Response

Not all clients respond equally to internalization techniques or visualization exercises.
Therapists must tailor interventions to each client’s unique psychological makeup and
readiness for change.

Integration with Existing Therapies

Coordinating ideal parent figure therapy with other ongoing treatments requires clear
communication and strategic planning to maximize therapeutic synergy and prevent
conflicting approaches.

Potential for Emotional Overwhelm

Revisiting childhood wounds and engaging deeply with internal figures can evoke intense
emotions. Therapists must monitor clients’ emotional states and provide appropriate
support and pacing.

Ensuring consistent therapist support throughout the process



Using grounding techniques to manage emotional intensity

Adapting exercises to client comfort levels

Evaluating progress regularly to adjust therapeutic goals

Frequently Asked Questions

What is ideal parent figure therapy?
Ideal parent figure therapy is a therapeutic approach that involves imagining or
visualizing nurturing and supportive parental figures to help individuals heal from
childhood trauma and unmet emotional needs.

How does ideal parent figure therapy work?
This therapy works by guiding clients to create mental images of ideal parents who
provide the love, safety, and support they may have lacked, which helps reprogram
negative beliefs and promotes emotional healing.

Who can benefit from ideal parent figure therapy?
Individuals who experienced neglect, abuse, or emotional deprivation during childhood, as
well as those struggling with attachment issues or low self-esteem, can benefit from ideal
parent figure therapy.

Is ideal parent figure therapy used alone or with other
therapies?
Ideal parent figure therapy is often used in conjunction with other therapeutic modalities
like cognitive-behavioral therapy, EMDR, or trauma-focused therapy to enhance emotional
healing.

What are the main goals of ideal parent figure therapy?
The main goals include fostering a sense of safety, self-worth, and emotional regulation by
addressing unmet childhood needs through the internalization of nurturing parent figures.

Are there any scientific studies supporting ideal parent
figure therapy?
While research specifically on ideal parent figure therapy is limited, related techniques
involving guided imagery and internalized nurturing figures have shown promise in
trauma and attachment therapy.



Can ideal parent figure therapy be done in group
settings or only individually?
Ideal parent figure therapy is primarily conducted individually to tailor the imagery and
experience to the client's unique needs, although some group therapy formats may
incorporate similar guided visualization exercises.

How long does ideal parent figure therapy typically
take?
The duration varies depending on the individual's needs but typically spans several weeks
to months, as it involves gradually building new internal resources and emotional
resilience.

Additional Resources
1. The Compassionate Parent: Nurturing Your Inner Caregiver
This book explores the concept of the ideal parent figure within therapy, focusing on
cultivating self-compassion and empathy. It provides practical exercises to help individuals
develop a nurturing inner voice that supports emotional healing. The author combines
psychological theories with real-life case studies to illustrate transformative outcomes.

2. Healing the Inner Child through Ideal Parent Imagery
A comprehensive guide to using ideal parent figure therapy to address childhood wounds
and traumas. This book details therapeutic techniques that encourage clients to visualize
and connect with a protective, loving inner parent. It emphasizes the power of imagination
in fostering emotional resilience and self-acceptance.

3. Parenting Yourself with Kindness: Therapeutic Approaches to Inner Nurturing
Focusing on self-parenting strategies, this book teaches readers how to become their own
ideal parent figure. It combines cognitive-behavioral and attachment-based methods to
help individuals overcome self-criticism and build a supportive internal dialogue. The text
is filled with reflective prompts and guided meditations.

4. The Ideal Parent Figure in Psychotherapy: Theory and Practice
An academic yet accessible book that delves into the theoretical foundations of ideal
parent figure therapy. It covers the origins, psychological mechanisms, and clinical
applications of this approach. Therapists will find valuable interventions and case
examples to integrate into their practice.

5. Nurturing the Self: A Journey into Ideal Parent Figure Work
This book offers a step-by-step approach to identifying and cultivating one's ideal parent
figure as a path to self-healing. It highlights the role of nurturing qualities in combating
shame and building self-worth. Readers are guided through exercises designed to
strengthen emotional regulation and inner security.

6. Beyond Boundaries: Using Ideal Parent Figures to Transform Trauma
Addressing complex trauma, this book demonstrates how ideal parent figure therapy can



provide safety and containment in therapeutic settings. It discusses how creating an
internalized nurturing figure helps clients reprocess traumatic memories with less
distress. The author integrates neuroscience research with clinical practice.

7. Inner Parenting: Cultivating the Ideal Caregiver Within
A practical manual for therapists and clients alike, focusing on developing the ideal parent
figure to foster emotional growth. The book includes visualization techniques, journaling
exercises, and role-playing scenarios to strengthen the internal caregiver. It stresses the
importance of consistency and patience in this therapeutic work.

8. The Nurturing Voice: Ideal Parent Figures and Emotional Healing
This book explores how the internalized voice of the ideal parent can counteract negative
self-talk and promote psychological well-being. It provides tools for identifying harmful
inner narratives and replacing them with compassionate guidance. The author shares
poignant client stories that illustrate healing journeys.

9. Self-Compassion and the Ideal Parent: Therapeutic Pathways to Wholeness
Focusing on the intersection of self-compassion and ideal parent figure therapy, this book
offers insights into how nurturing self-relations support recovery from emotional pain. It
blends mindfulness practices with therapeutic interventions aimed at strengthening the
inner parent. Readers learn to cultivate kindness and understanding toward themselves.

Ideal Parent Figure Therapy

Find other PDF articles:
https://admin.nordenson.com/archive-library-804/Book?dataid=RwA94-5073&title=wilkes-print-and-
ship-business-depot.pdf

  ideal parent figure therapy: Attachment Disturbances in Adults Daniel P. Brown PhD, David S.
Elliott PhD, 2016-09-13 Winner of the 2018 International Society for the Study of Trauma and
Dissociation (ISSTD) Pierre Janet Writing Award. A comprehensive treatment approach for the
repair and resolution of attachment disturbances in adults, for use in clinical settings. With
contributions by Paula Morgan-Johnson, Paula Sacks, Caroline R. Baltzer, James Hickey, Andrea
Cole, Jan Bloom, and Deirdre Fay. Attachment Disturbances in Adults is a landmark resource for (1)
understanding attachment, its development, and the most clinically relevant findings from
attachment research, and (2) using this understanding to inform systematic, comprehensive, and
clinically effective and efficient treatment of attachment disturbances in adults. It offers an
innovative therapeutic model and set of methods for treating adult patients with dismissing,
anxious-preoccupied, or disorganized attachment. In rich detail, it integrates historical and
leading-edge attachment research into practical, effective treatment protocols for each type of
insecure attachment. Case transcripts and many sample therapist phrasings illustrate how to apply
the methods in practice. Part I, Foundational Concepts, features a comprehensive overview of the
field of attachment, including its history, seminal ideas, and existing knowledge about the
development of attachment bonds and behaviors. Part II, Assessment, addresses the assessment of
attachment disturbances. It includes an overview of attachment assessment for the clinician and a
trove of practical recommendations for assessing patients' attachment behavior and status both
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outside of and within the therapeutic relationship. In Part III, Treatment, the authors not only review
existing treatment approaches for attachment disorders in adults, but also introduce an
unprecedented, powerful new treatment method. This method, the Three Pillars model, is built on
three essential clinical ingredients: Systematically utilizing ideal parent figure imagery to develop a
new positive, stable internal working model of secure attachment Fostering a range of metacognitive
skills Fostering nonverbal and verbal collaborative behavior in treatment Used together, these
interdependent pillars form a unified and profoundly effective method of treatment for attachment
disturbances in adults—a must for any clinician. In Part IV, Type-Specific Treatment, readers will
learn specific variations of the three treatment pillars to maximize efficacy with each type of
insecure attachment. Finally, Part V, A Treatment Guide and Expected Outcomes, describes
treatment in a step-by-step format and provides a success-assessment guide for the Three Pillars
approach. This book is a comprehensive educational resource and a deeply practical clinical guide. It
offers clinicians a complete set of tools for effective and efficient treatment of adult patients with
attachment disturbances.
  ideal parent figure therapy: Progressive Counting Within a Phase Model of Trauma-Informed
Treatment Ricky Greenwald, 2013-06-07 Clinicians recognize trauma & loss as a prominent source
of clients' problems. Progressive counting represents a significant advance in trauma treatment,
because it is about as efficient, effective, and well-tolerated as EMDR while being far simpler for
therapists to master and do well. PC's value has already been supported by two open trials and a
controlled study. Are you ready to provide therapy that routinely affects profound healing and
lasting change? This book will show you how.
  ideal parent figure therapy: Schema-Focused Working Methods for Arts and Body-Based
Therapies Suzanne Haeyen, 2024-05-20 This book introduces schema-focused working methods for
arts and body-based therapies, offering therapists practice-based tools to help their clients
strengthen healthy patterns, self-management, and well-being on their path to recovery. Containing
158 schema-focused working methods for different arts and body-based therapies, such as art
therapy, dance therapy, drama therapy, music therapy, and body-based or psychomotor therapy, this
book offers new ideas and tools for therapists to strengthen their client’s adaptive schema modes:
the Healthy Adult and the Happy Child. By linking arts and body-based therapies to schema-focused
therapy and positive psychology, the goal is to strengthen the client’s healthy patterns in emotion
regulation and establish a healthier well-being. The theoretical framework in the introduction and
the scientific evidence for arts and psychomotor therapies, combined with the practice-based
examples, allow for a text that is broad enough for graduate creative therapy programs and specific
enough to serve as a shelf reference for those in practice.
  ideal parent figure therapy: Dryden's Handbook of Individual Therapy Windy Dryden, 2007
Seminars by Professor Windy Dryden. See the man live and in action. To find out more and to book
your place go to www.cityminds.com ________________________________________ `[This is] a book which
accepts and even celebrates the diversity of ideas in the field. It stimulates interest and informs. It
stirs up debates, and leaves the reader to continue to think about them... an important book, not to
be missed by any serious counselling student or practitioner′ - British Journal of Guidance and
Counselling Praise for the Fourth Edition: `[This] is a well-written, comprehensive core textbook that
can be recommended not only to counselling psychology and psychotherapy trainees, to guide them
through their training, but also to practising professionals to act as a reference textbook to draw
upon when needed′ - Stefania Grbcic, Counselling Psychology Review ′Covering history, theory,
primary client set and strengths and weaknesses for each of thirteen different approaches, the book
makes an excellent starting point for exploring different schools of thought in more detail′ -
Counsellingresource.com `This is a very well structured text with thorough coverage and interesting
material. The text links theory to practice and offers invaluable knowledge to all professionals and
students of various schools of psychotherapy′ - lecturer `A valuable resource for students′ - lecturer
`At last! An informative text with some depth. Easily accessible. Extremely useful′ - lecturer Dryden′s
Handbook of Individual Therapy is now a classic text for trainees in counselling and psychotherapy.



This newly updated fifth edition presents a comprehensive overview of the key approaches to
individual therapy practice, including three new chapters on narrative therapy, solution-focused
therapy and integrative and eclectic approaches. Written by experts in their own therapeutic fields,
the book introduces the principles and methods of individual therapy concisely and accessibly.
Following a clearly defined structure, each chapter outlines one approach in detail and provides
case examples to illustrate how that approach works in practice. Each form of therapy is described
in terms of: - its historical context - the main theoretical assumptions - the mode of practice - which
clients will benefit most - the general strengths and limitations of the approach Further chapters
place counselling and psychotherapy in their social context, explore training and supervision and
relate research to individual therapy practice. Dryden′s Handbook of Individual Therapy, Fifth
Edition is designed for those in training in counselling, psychotherapy, counselling psychology and
other helping professions such as nursing, social work and education. It will be invaluable for novice
therapists looking for an overall picture of individual therapy practice, as well as for experienced
therapists interested in learning about alternative approaches. Windy Dryden currently works at
Goldsmiths College where he is Professor of Psychotherapeutic Studies as well as being the
programme co-ordinator of the MSc in Rational-Emotive & Cognitive Behaviour Therapy and the
Diploma in Cognitive Behaviour Therapy
  ideal parent figure therapy: Psycho-Legal Concepts for Parenting in Child Custody and Child
Protection Vol. 4 Don Tustin, 2024-12-01 This book provides an overview of changes in legislation in
Australia concerning both family law and child protection law. The topic is important as the
Australian Government has identified that the rate of mental disorder in some cohorts of children is
high and rising. These cohorts of children live in families where they are vulnerable because they
are exposed to risk factors that can be changed by a coordinated effort from parents, therapists, and
lawyers. The aim of the book is to identify psycho-legal concepts that need to be understood by
professionals who work in the fields of child custody and child protection, and to bring these
concepts together to improve coordination between the two fields of practice. The purpose of the
book is to be a practice manual for professionals from the disciplines of law, social work, and
psychologists who work in specialized legal roles dealing with families where children are vulnerable
to developing mental health difficulties. Volume 4 of the book provides a perspective from a mental
health clinician about concepts and principles that arise in Australian family-oriented courts, and
that need to be shared between disciplines. This book proposes that some concepts be identified as
psycho-legal as the concepts need to be shared between disciplines who work with court-involved
families. The book also proposes that psycho-legal concepts be shared between the jurisdictions of
child custody and child protection. In this book, proposals are made to improve collaboration
between disciplines and to maximize the best interests of children.
  ideal parent figure therapy: Advanced Sandtray Therapy Linda E. Homeyer, Marshall N.
Lyles, 2021-09-23 Advanced Sandtray Therapy deepens mental health professionals’ abilities to
understand and apply sandtray therapy. Chapters show readers how to integrate clinical theory with
sand work, resulting in more focused therapeutic work. Using practical basics as building blocks, the
book takes a more detailed look at the ins and outs of work with attachment and trauma, showing
therapists how to work through the sequence of treatment while also taking into account clients’
trauma experiences and attachment issues. This text is a vital guide for any clinician interested in
adding sandtray therapy to their existing work with clients as well as students in graduate programs
for the mental health professions.
  ideal parent figure therapy: Dissociation and the Dissociative Disorders Martin J. Dorahy,
Steven N. Gold, John A. O’Neil, 2022-09-30 This second edition of the award-winning original text
brings together in one volume the current thinking and conceptualizations on dissociation and the
dissociative disorders. Comprised of ten parts, starting with historical and conceptual issues, and
ending with considerations for the present and future, internationally renowned authors in the
trauma and dissociation fields explore different facets of dissociation in pathological and non-clinical
guises. This book is designed to be the most comprehensive reference book in the dissociation field



and aims to provide a scholarly foundation for understanding dissociation, dissociative disorders,
current issues and perspectives within the field, theoretical formulations, and empirical findings.
Chapters have been thoroughly updated to include recent developments in the field, including: the
complex nature of conceptualization, etiology, and neurobiology; the various manifestations of
dissociation in clinical and non-clinical forms; and different perspectives on how dissociation should
be understood. This book is essential for clinicians, researchers, theoreticians, students of clinical
psychology psychiatry, and psychotherapy, and those with an interest or curiosity in dissociation in
the various ways it can be conceived and studied.
  ideal parent figure therapy: Ethical Issues in the Psychotherapies Martin Lakin,
1988-02-11 Mental health professionals face many complex questions in the course of their work
with clients and patients. Among the most difficult are dilemmas that involve ethical issues. This
book presents a forthright exploration of these dilemmas and the ethical considerations they raise.
Drawing on extensive interviews, the author identifies common ethical problems that practitioners
encounter. What happens, for example, when personal interests intrude into therapy? How can the
therapist make an accurate assessment of his or her appropriateness as a care provider for a
particular patient? What about confidentiality? How are problematic financial arrangements best
addressed? The author goes on to show how these dilemmas may be intensified by the unique
assumptions of different therapeutic orientations--individual, group, family, marital, and
organizational--and how professionals can learn from such experiences to better understand and
apply their particular approach. This analysis--and the words of the therapists themselves--provide
both a guide to practice and a unique store of experience for the growing number of researchers and
students concerned with ethical problems in psychotherapy.
  ideal parent figure therapy: Interactive Group Therapy Jay Earley, 2013-10-28 Interactive
Group Therapy is a complete guide to group psychotherapy based on the author's unique integrated
approach. Dr. Earley integrates from interpersonal group therapy a focus on the feeling reactions
and relationships among group members, from psychodynamic approaches, an appreciation of
unconscious processes and childhood origins, and from Gestalt therapy, the importance of
awareness, contact, and experimentation. The book develops an action-oriented leadership style for
group-centered groups and a new interpersonal understanding of the therapeutic change process in
group therapy, leading to an approach that has impressive depth and creativity. It covers both
short-term and long-term groups, making it a valuable book for those interested in brief therapies.
The primary focus of Interactive Group Therapy is to provide practical guidelines for leading groups.
It offers detailed suggestions for structuring groups, creating a therapeutic group climate,
promoting interpersonal work, and helping group members develop awareness and responsibility. It
discusses how to handle conflict, foster therapeutic change, work with difficult clients, adopt the
best leadership attitude, understand group process, and a host of other clinical issues. In addition to
rich clinical examples and case histories, this book also presents transcripts of group sessions,
annotated to illustrate both theory and technique. The author's thorough presentation of his
approach, its theoretical underpinnings, and its application to actual groups make this a valuable
resource for graduate students in the mental health professions and psychotherapists of all levels of
experience.
  ideal parent figure therapy: Attachment-Based Yoga & Meditation for Trauma Recovery:
Simple, Safe, and Effective Practices for Therapy Deirdre Fay, 2017-04-11 A practical but
far-reaching look at a variety of mind-body techniques for working with trauma clients. This book
offers an unprecedented, attachment-informed translation of yogic philosophy to body-based trauma
treatment. The result is both erudite and accessible, emphasizing ready-to-implement skills and
approaches that are as groundbreaking as they are effective. Organized around key trauma issues
and symptoms, this book offers clinicians a practical but far-reaching look at mind-body skills and
techniques for helping trauma clients access their individual wisdom, develop secure internal
attachment, and find the path home to the Self.
  ideal parent figure therapy: A Personal Journey Through Psychotherapy Susan M. Fereday,



2018-05-01 This book is a personal account of the enduring value of an appropriate
psychotherapeutic intervention, and is set within the author's lifespan to date. It is also a unique
view of how it feels to be the subject of a published case study. Following a long period of resistance
to the therapeutic process, a direct channel to the author's unconscious is established via the art of
the written word. It is a first person, chronological account of the psychological signposts that
relentlessly point the author toward an unavoidable therapeutic encounter, one that will ultimately
have the strength to contain her frightening experience of mental disturbance. The reader is
afforded the opportunity to watch the story unfold, and to draw their own academic conclusions.
Some of the psychological processes are presented in 'real' time, and will help to illustrate the link
between experience, theory and practice in psychotherapy.
  ideal parent figure therapy: Pet Loss and Human Emotion, second edition Cheri Barton
Ross, 2013-05-13 This updated edition of Pet Loss and Human Emotion is a step-by-step guide to
leading clients through this special kind of grief. Includes resources and a section on pet loss and
natural disasters. As society accepts that grieving over the death of a loved one is not only normal,
but healthy and necessary, grieving over the loss of a pet is often seen differently. Expressed
feelings often go unvalidated when in truth, pet loss is a unique form of grief that can be quite
intense and debilitating, increasing an individual's vulnerability to subsequent stress and leaving
them feeling isolated and misunderstood. Pet loss needs to be addressed by therapists and others in
the helping professions, to better enable them to help their clients through the loss of their
companion animals. This unique guide is written for all professionals helping clients deal with the
loss of a pet, and serves as a practical introduction to the field of human-animal bonding. Citing
several case studies, it describes various techniques for helping clients when the bond with a pet is
broken.
  ideal parent figure therapy: The Good Lives Model of Correctional Rehabilitation Tony
Ward, Gwenda M. Willis, David S. Prescott, Stijn Vandevelde, Mary Barnao, Wouter Wanzeele,
2025-08-24 The book examines the Good Lives Model (GLM) of correctional rehabilitation and its
dual aims of risk reduction and well-being enhancement for individuals who have committed crimes.
It describes the use of individuals’ prioritized values in intervention plans and to capitalize on and
further develop their strengths and reduce the risk for future offending. The book directly addresses
the differences between purely risk-oriented rehabilitation correctional models (e.g.,
Risk-Need-Responsivity Model) and strength-based approaches (e.g., GLM) and the clinical
advantages of using the latter. It updates the GLM in the context of recent work in evolutionary
biology, quality of life and well-being, cognitive neuroscience, developmental psychology, human
rights, naturalistic ethics, criminology, desistance research, and theoretical reformulations of
dynamic risk and protective factors. Case studies illustrate the detailed application of GLM
evidence-based practice plans to adults convicted of crimes and demonstrate the effectiveness of
GLM intervention strategies. Key areas of coverage include: GLM community and within-prison
intervention strategies. Incorporating dynamic risk factors into GLM case formulations.
Incorporating desistance research in postrelease planning and practice. Policy implications of the
GLM. The Good Lives Model of Correctional Rehabilitation is a must-have resource for clinicians,
therapists, and other professionals as well as researchers, professors, and graduate students in
developmental psychology, family studies, forensic psychology, criminology/criminal justice, public
health, psychotherapy/counseling, psychiatry, social work, educational policy and politics, health
psychology, nursing, and behavioral therapy/rehabilitation.
  ideal parent figure therapy: Crisis Counseling For A Quality School Larry Palmatier,
2013-10-08 The theory of crisis counselling put forward in this book is applied to the following
situations: drug and alcohol abuse; depression and suicide; physical and sexual abuse; social and
discipline problems; lateness; encopresis and enuresis; fear, teariness, inactivity, fury and
impulsiveness; violence and conflicts; children of divorced and foster families; loss and grief; war
and disasters; parents in crisis; homelessness, crack kids and AIDS children; and defiance,
inter-racial tensions and cross-cultural conflicts.



  ideal parent figure therapy: Poetry and Story Therapy Geri Giebel Chavis, 2011-08-15 This
accessible book explores the therapeutic possibilities of poetry and stories, providing techniques for
facilitating personally relevant and growth-enhancing sessions. The author provides ideas for writing
activities that emerge from this discussion, and explains how participants can create their own
poetic and narrative pieces.
  ideal parent figure therapy: Object Relations Couple Therapy David E. Scharff, Jill Savege
Scharff, 2000-04 In this landmark book, David Scharff and Jill Savege Scharff, both psychoanalysts,
develop a way of thinking about and working with the couple as a small group of two, held together
as a tightly knit system by a commitment that is powerfully reinforced by the bond of mutual sexual
pleasure.
  ideal parent figure therapy: Working with Attachment Trauma Carol George, Julie Wargo
Aikins, Melissa Lehmann, 2023-03-01 The Adult Attachment Projective Picture System (AAP) has
served as a prominent assessment tool for adults and adolescents internationally for over 20 years.
This book introduces the AAP and illustrates the powerful potential for implementing the AAP in
clinical practice for assessment, client conceptualization, treatment planning, analysis, and as a
therapeutic guide. Chapters discuss the full scope of incomplete pathological mourning for
attachment trauma, including for the first time in the field Failure to Mourn and Preoccupation with
Personal Suffering. Seasoned clinical researchers and psychotherapists provide a snapshot of their
clients' unique attachment characteristics and defensive exclusion strategies as assessed by the
AAP, and discuss how to use this information in treatment, as well as how to present the AAP results
to their clients. This book introduces readers to how the AAP can be used with adolescents, adults,
and couples, and in custody evaluation and foster care.
  ideal parent figure therapy: Healers, Harmed & Harmful Conrad Weiser, 1994 'At a time
when clergy misconduct is broadly reported, Conrad Weiser offers a straight forward, theoretically
orthodox, and practical way of both understanding and addressing the issues. Leadership laity, and
clergy would be served well by reading and reflecting on Weiser's wisdom.'Fr. Canice Connors, OFM
  ideal parent figure therapy: Unlocking the Emotional Brain Bruce Ecker, Robin Ticic, Laurel
Hulley, 2024-04-22 This highly influential volume, now in a much-expanded second edition, delivers
major advances for psychotherapy, all empirically grounded in memory reconsolidation
neuroscience. A great increase of therapeutic effectiveness can be gained, thanks to a clear map of
the brain's innate core process of transformational change—a process that does not require use of
any particular system or techniques and is therefore remarkably versatile. Twenty-six case examples
show the decisive ending of a vast range of major symptoms, including depression, anxiety, panic,
shame, self-devaluing, anger, perfectionism, alcohol abuse, sexual aversion, compulsive eating and
obesity, paralyzed self-expression, and teen ADHD—all transformed through deeply resolving
underlying disturbances such as complex trauma, lifelong oppression by systemic racism and
homophobia, childhood sexual molestation, parental narcissistic domination, violent assault trauma,
natural disaster trauma, and childhood traumatic aloneness and neglect. This is a transdiagnostic,
transtheoretical, lucid understanding of therapeutic action, based, for the first time in the history of
the psychotherapy field, on rigorous empirical knowledge of an internal mechanism of change, and it
achieves a fundamental unification of the confusingly fragmented psychotherapy field: diverse
systems no longer seem to belong to different worlds, because they now form a wonderful repertoire
of options for facilitating the same core process of transformational change, as shown in case
examples from AEDP, Coherence Therapy, EFT, EMDR, IFS, IPNB, ISTDP, psychedelic-assisted
therapy, and SE. It's now clear why therapy systems that differ strikingly in technique and theory
can produce the same quality of liberating change. Practitioners who value deep connection with
their clients are richly rewarded by the experiential depth that this core process accesses, where no
awareness had previously reached, whether sessions are done in person or via online video. It is an
embarrassment of riches, because in addition we gain the decisive resolution of several
longstanding, polarizing debates regarding the nature of symptom production, the prevalence of
attachment issues, the operation of traumatic memory, the functions of the client-therapist



relationship, the role of emotional arousal in the process of change, and the relative importance of
specific versus non-specific factors.
  ideal parent figure therapy: Sexual Grounding Therapy Geoff Lamb, 2021-05-16 This
important book explores the history of sexuality and the breadth of support available to people
experiencing sex and relationship challenges, presenting a model of psychosexual therapy that’s
contextualised in the past, present and future and examined within a developmental and relational
framework. Sexual Grounding Therapy focusses on the work of Willem Poppeliers, who developed
his unique approach to sex and relationship issues in the 1990s. Geoff Lamb explores the model’s
historical context; offers a comparison with other contemporary approaches, both mainstream and
alternative; describes the model and its application in detail; and looks at future directions for this
innovative work. While Poppeliers’ approach to psychosexual therapy is radical, Geoff’s book
emphasises and goes beyond this, taking a controversial stance on such topics as sexuality and
religion, psychotherapy and science, and the position of both psychotherapy and psychosexual
therapy in today’s society. Sexual Grounding Therapy explores how people’s needs at each stage of
their lifelong psychosexual development relate to any current sex and relationship problems they
may be experiencing. It will be invaluable, not only to professionals – counsellors, psychotherapists
and others whose work involves sex and relationships – but also to readers who are interested in
exploring their own self-development and relationships from a historical, social and family
perspective.
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