idaho potato bowl history

idaho potato bowl history traces the origins and evolution of one of college
football’s unique postseason games. Established in the early 1990s, the Idaho
Potato Bowl has become a celebrated event highlighting the sport’s regional
passion and the agricultural heritage of Idaho. This bowl game has undergone
changes in sponsorship, location, and participating teams, reflecting broader
trends in college football as well as the local community’s identity. The
Idaho Potato Bowl history encapsulates the convergence of sports, culture,
and economy, making it a fascinating subject for sports enthusiasts and
historians alike. This article explores the bowl’s founding, significant
milestones, notable games, and its role in promoting Idaho'’s iconic potato
industry. The following sections will provide a comprehensive overview of the
Idaho Potato Bowl’'s development and its cultural significance.

Origins and Establishment

Evolution of the Bowl Game

Notable Games and Moments

Impact on Local Community and Economy

Sponsorship and Branding Changes

Origins and Establishment

The Inception of the Idaho Potato Bowl

The Idaho Potato Bowl was first played in 1997, initially known as the
Humanitarian Bowl. It was created to provide a postseason opportunity for
college football teams from mid-major conferences, especially those not
typically invited to the more prominent bowl games. The game was established
in Boise, Idaho, with the aim of promoting both college football and the
state’s agricultural pride, particularly its renowned potato industry. The
bowl’s location at Bronco Stadium on the campus of Boise State University
offered a picturesque setting and a passionate fan base.

Motivation Behind the Bowl's Creation

The Humanitarian Bowl’'s creation was motivated by a desire to increase
visibility for smaller conferences and to boost tourism in the Boise area



during the late fall and early winter months. With college football bowl
games becoming increasingly popular, the organizers sought to capitalize on
this trend by hosting a game that would showcase talent from the Western
Athletic Conference (WAC) and other similar leagues. Additionally, the bowl
served as a platform to celebrate Idaho’s agricultural contributions,
particularly the potato, which is a major economic driver in the state.

Evolution of the Bowl Game

Changes in Name and Sponsorship

Over the years, the Idaho Potato Bowl underwent several changes in its
official name and sponsorship. Originally called the Humanitarian Bowl, the
game was renamed in 2011 to the Famous Idaho Potato Bowl to better emphasize
the state’s potato industry. Sponsorship changes reflected the bowl’s growing
commercial appeal, with various regional and national companies supporting
the event. The rebranding to the Idaho Potato Bowl aligned the game more
closely with Idaho’s identity and helped differentiate it from other
postseason games.

Conference Tie-Ins and Team Selection

The bowl has traditionally featured teams from mid-major conferences such as
the Mountain West Conference and the Mid-American Conference (MAC). These
tie-ins have helped maintain competitive and regionally relevant matchups,
often pitting teams with similar levels of talent and fan interest. Over
time, the Idaho Potato Bowl has adapted its selection criteria based on
changes in conference alignments and NCAA regulations, ensuring that
participating teams bring excitement and strong fan support to the game.

Notable Games and Moments

Memorable Matchups

Throughout its history, the Idaho Potato Bowl has produced several memorable
games that showcased thrilling plays and dramatic finishes. For instance, the
2009 matchup between Nevada and Bowling Green featured a high-scoring contest
that kept fans on the edge of their seats until the final whistle. Another
notable game was the 2015 contest where the Utah State Aggies secured a
narrow victory, highlighting the competitiveness and unpredictability that
define the bowl.



Record-Breaking Performances

Several players have etched their names into the Idaho Potato Bowl record
books with standout performances. Quarterbacks, running backs, and defensive
players have all contributed to the game’s highlight reels with record-
setting yardage, touchdowns, and interceptions. These individual achievements
have helped elevate the bowl’'s prestige and provided a platform for athletes
to showcase their skills on a national stage.

Impact on Local Community and Economy

Boost to Boise's Economy

The Idaho Potato Bowl has consistently contributed to the local economy by
attracting visitors, media, and teams to Boise. Hotels, restaurants, and
retail businesses benefit from the influx of fans and personnel associated
with the game. The timing of the bowl in late December also helps extend the
tourist season in the region, providing economic activity during a typically
slower period.

Community Engagement and Charitable Efforts

Beyond economic benefits, the bowl game has fostered community pride and
engagement through various outreach programs and charitable initiatives.
Organizers often collaborate with local schools, nonprofits, and civic
organizations to promote education, health, and wellness. These efforts
reinforce the bowl’s role as a positive force in the Boise community and
deepen the connection between the game and Idaho’s residents.

Sponsorship and Branding Changes

Evolution of Corporate Partnerships

The Idaho Potato Bowl’'s sponsorship landscape has evolved in tandem with the
broader commercialization of college football. Corporate partners have ranged
from agricultural companies to national brands seeking to leverage the bowl’s
unique identity. These partnerships have provided financial support necessary
for the bowl's operations, marketing, and prize funds, ensuring its
sustainability and growth.



Branding Focus on Idaho’s Potato Industry

The decision to rename the bowl to highlight Idaho’s potato industry was a
strategic branding move that aligned the game with the state’s most famous
agricultural product. This branding has included promotional campaigns
emphasizing Idaho potatoes and their cultural significance, integrating the
bowl game into the state’s larger marketing efforts. Such alignment has
helped the Idaho Potato Bowl carve out a distinct niche in the crowded
college football postseason landscape.

Summary of Key Features

e Founded in 1997 as the Humanitarian Bowl in Boise, Idaho
e Renamed as the Idaho Potato Bowl to emphasize local agricultural ties

e Primarily features teams from mid-major conferences like the Mountain
West and MAC

e Has produced exciting games with notable individual performances

e Positively impacts Boise’s economy and community through tourism and
outreach

e Maintains evolving corporate sponsorships aligned with Idaho’s branding

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the history behind the Idaho Potato Bowl?

The Idaho Potato Bowl is a college football bowl game that began in 1997.
Originally known as the Humanitarian Bowl, it was renamed in 2011 to honor
Idaho's famous potato industry.

When was the Idaho Potato Bowl first established?

The Idaho Potato Bowl was first established in 1997, making it one of the
newer postseason college football bowl games.

Why was the Humanitarian Bowl renamed to the Idaho
Potato Bowl?

The Humanitarian Bowl was renamed the Idaho Potato Bowl in 2011 to better
reflect the local culture and economy, particularly Idaho's prominence as a



leading potato producer.

Where is the Idaho Potato Bowl played?

The Idaho Potato Bowl is played at Albertsons Stadium, located on the campus
of Boise State University in Boise, Idaho.

Which conferences participate in the Idaho Potato
Bowl historically?

Historically, the Idaho Potato Bowl has featured teams from the Mountain West
Conference and the Mid-American Conference, among others.

What notable moments have occurred in the history of
the Idaho Potato Bowl?

Notable moments include Boise State's multiple appearances and victories, as
well as memorable high-scoring games and dramatic finishes that have made the
Idaho Potato Bowl a fan favorite.

Additional Resources

1. Spud Bowl Chronicles: The History of the Idaho Potato Bowl

This book offers a comprehensive history of the Idaho Potato Bowl, tracing
its origins, key moments, and evolving traditions. It highlights memorable
games, standout players, and the cultural significance of the bowl in Idaho
and college football. Rich with photographs and firsthand accounts, it'’s a
must-read for fans and historians alike.

2. Gridiron Glory in the Gem State: Idaho Potato Bowl Stories

Exploring the thrilling matches and dramatic finishes of the Idaho Potato
Bowl, this book brings to life the excitement and intensity of the annual
college football postseason game. It features interviews with coaches,
players, and commentators, providing unique insights into the strategies and
emotions behind the games.

3. From Spuds to Stardom: Players Who Shined in the Idaho Potato Bowl
Focusing on the athletes who made a significant impact in the Idaho Potato
Bowl, this book profiles standout players and their journeys before, during,
and after the game. It also discusses how the bowl game has served as a
platform for emerging football talent.

4. Idaho Potato Bowl: A Cultural Touchstone

This book examines the Idaho Potato Bowl beyond the game itself, exploring
its role in Idaho’s community spirit and identity. It discusses the event’s
economic impact, fan traditions, and how it has helped promote Idaho’s famous
potato industry.



5. Turning Points: Pivotal Moments in Idaho Potato Bowl History
Highlighting the most significant plays, coaching decisions, and game-
changing moments in the history of the Idaho Potato Bowl, this book provides
detailed analysis and commentary. It offers fans a deeper understanding of
how certain events shaped the course of the bowl’s legacy.

6. Coaches and Legends of the Idaho Potato Bowl

This book profiles the influential coaches and legendary figures who have
left their mark on the Idaho Potato Bowl. Through stories and interviews,
readers gain insight into their leadership styles, memorable games, and
contributions to college football.

7. Behind the Scenes: Organizing the Idaho Potato Bowl

Offering a behind-the-scenes look, this book details the planning, logistics,
and community involvement required to host the Idaho Potato Bowl each year.
It highlights the challenges and successes of the event organizers and
volunteers.

8. Idaho Potato Bowl: The Fans’ Perspective

Telling the story from the viewpoint of the fans, this book shares personal
anecdotes, travel tales, and the passion that fuels the Idaho Potato Bowl’s
vibrant fan base. It captures the festive atmosphere and the sense of
camaraderie among supporters.

9. Evolution of the Idaho Potato Bowl: From Inception to Present Day
Tracing the growth and changes of the Idaho Potato Bowl since its inception,
this book discusses how the event has adapted to shifts in college football,
media coverage, and sponsorships. It offers a timeline of key developments
and reflects on the bowl’s future prospects.
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idaho potato bowl history: An Invitation to Slow Mark R. McMinn, Lisa Graham McMinn,
2024-10-22 We live in a day of fast information, fast fingers, fast food, fast shipping, fast words, fast
anger, and fast judgment. Our fight-or-flight impulses keep us on high alert, aided by mobile devices
that vibrate each time another crisis strikes. All this fastness can easily interfere with a slow,
intentional life grounded in God’s love. Christian faith has deep treasures and practices to offer us.
How will we live, and who will we be in this highly charged era where politics, economics,
environment, and social norms are under significant duress? Come explore quieter, more intentional
ways of being, and how these might attune us to the slow work of God in order that we might love
one another and the world as God does. Our chapters pair a lure to move fast with an invitation to
slow. Becoming slow to anger is an invitation to empathy, slow to judge is an invitation to humility,
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and slow to grasp is an invitation to contentment. Ultimately, each of these invitations is a movement
toward God.

idaho potato bowl history: The Horizon Cookbook and Illustrated History of Eating and
Drinking Through the Ages William Harlan Hale, 1968

idaho potato bowl history: The Michigan Journal , 2011

idaho potato bowl history: Family History and Temples Including Grigg and Related Family
Genealogies Dick Grigg, 2011-12-14 This is a compilation of references to Family History and temple
work from the Bible, Book of Mormon, Doctrine and Covenants, Pearl of Great Price, and Modern
Church Leaders. Also there is a chapter on faith promoting stories from family history experiences
and a chapter on family stories and descendant charts of the Grigg family. There is information on
how modern research techniques using computers, digitizing of records and the internet facilitates
the researching and finding of your ancestors. The last chapter is an update and republishing of the
the book titled Parley M. Grigg, Jr. and Thankful Halsey Gardners Descendants and History
published in 1992. This correlated publication shows that in all ages of the world since the creation
of Adam, God has desired His Holy Ordinances to be done in a House built to His name, namely a
Temple of God. This compilation is also designed to show that Jesus plan of redemption for all
mankind includes vicarious ordinance work for the dead to be done in Gods Holy Temples by those
living in the Dispensation of the Fullness of Times. This was all in Gods plan for the redemption of all
mankind before the foundation of this world.

idaho potato bowl history: Aristocrat in Burlap James W. Davis, 1992

idaho potato bowl history: Survival of the City Edward Glaeser, David Cutler, 2021-09-07
One of our great urbanists and one of our great public health experts join forces to reckon with how
cities are changing in the face of existential threats the pandemic has only accelerated Cities can
make us sick. They always have—diseases spread more easily when more people are close to one
another. And disease is hardly the only ill that accompanies urban density. Cities have been
demonized as breeding grounds for vice and crime from Sodom and Gomorrah on. But cities have
flourished nonetheless because they are humanity’s greatest invention, indispensable engines for
creativity, innovation, wealth, and connection, the loom on which the fabric of civilization is woven.
But cities now stand at a crossroads. During the global COVID crisis, cities grew silent as people
worked from home—if they could work at all. The normal forms of socializing ground to a halt. How
permanent are these changes? Advances in digital technology mean that many people can opt out of
city life as never before. Will they? Are we on the brink of a post-urban world? City life will survive
but individual cities face terrible risks, argue Edward Glaeser and David Cutler, and a wave of urban
failure would be absolutely disastrous. In terms of intimacy and inspiration, nothing can replace
what cities offer. Great cities have always demanded great management, and our current crisis has
exposed fearful gaps in our capacity for good governance. It is possible to drive a city into the
ground, pandemic or not. Glaeser and Cutler examine the evolution that is already happening, and
describe the possible futures that lie before us: What will distinguish the cities that will flourish from
the ones that won’t? In America, they argue, deep inequities in health care and education are a
particular blight on the future of our cities; solving them will be the difference between our
collective good health and a downward spiral to a much darker place.

idaho potato bowl history: Fandango Sandy Hill, 2007-01-01 A leading arbiter of taste and
style shares her entertaining secrets for throwing the perfect party or special occasion, from an
intimate dinner for two to a blowout bash for hundreds, with 125 great party recipes for dishes that
include both traditional American fare and exotic international specialties, wine and beer
suggestions, planning tips, and much more.

idaho potato bowl history: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1953 The
Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of the United States
Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional Record began
publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates and Proceedings
in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in Congress (1824-1837),




and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)

idaho potato bowl history: Eastern Illinois Panthers Football Dan Verdun, 2014-08-30
Eastern Illinois Panthers Football chronicles the legend and lore of this storied program, from the
early days under coach and university-auditor-of-accounting Otis Caldwell, to today's perennial Ohio
Valley Conference powerhouse. Sports historian Dan Verdun sets down amazing details about EIU's
15 FCS playoff appearances, 7 OVC championships, 3 NFL head coaches, 2 Walter Payton Award
winners, and the 1978 NCAA Division II national championship. Panther fans will recognize the
names of Mike Shanahan, Darrell Mudra, Jeff Gossett, Sean Payton, Bob Spoo and Tony Romo, and
many others. Dan Verdun tells these men's stories from extensive research and personal interviews.
Find out fascinating details about key players and coaches - how they arrived at EIU, what they
accomplished in their time wearing the blue and gray, as well as the paths their lives took once they
played their last game and graduation day arrived. The greatest moments in EIU Panther football
glory are recounted with fresh new insight. Read about the legendary days of quarterback Bill
Glenn, who found success in the NFL of the 1940s. Relive the dominance and get the inside stories
of the greatest teams in EIU football history. They're all here: the 1978 NCAA Division-II national
champions, the 1980 runner-ups, the quarterfinalist 1982, 1986, 1989, and 2013 teams along with
the 1995 and 2001 conference champions and playoff qualifiers. With far-ranging appeal, Eastern
[llinois Panthers Football will interest those who identify as Panthers as well as sports fans who want
to discover the merits of this fine football program. Focused on team members and their coaches
over the entire history of EIU football, this book will inform and entertain all age groups.

idaho potato bowl history: Grandma's Book of Recipes and Helpful Hints, Rev. Ed Louise Hart,
2005-07 Learn how to turn family recipes into delicious super foods, the history, cultural, medicinal
and creative uses of food, recipes, helpful hints and much, more. The author of the popular
syndicated Valley Gourmet shares her kitchen secrets and family stories. How and what we eat are
not just a matter of taste, but also, a matter of who and what we are. Our diets reveal our heritage,
values and lifestyles. In the food we eat and the recipes we use to prepare dishes and meals, we link
to the generations who came before us. How we prepare that food today shows our evolving values,
lifestyle, tastes and growing knowledge. Helpful Hints include home remedies and other hints
passed from generation to generation by women whose individuality, strength, self-reliance,
indomitable spirits and character, not only linked them, it helped build a nati

idaho potato bowl history: Land of the Underground Rain Donald E. Green, 2014-07-03 The
scarcity of surface water which has so marked the Great Plains is even more characteristic of its
subdivision, the Texas High Plains. Settlers on the plateau were forced to use pump technology to
tap the vast ground water resources—the underground rain—beneath its flat surface. The evolution
from windmills to the modern high-speed irrigation pumps took place over several decades. Three
phases characterized the movement toward irrigation. In the period from 1910 to 1920,
large-volume pumping plants first appeared in the region, but, due to national and regional
circumstances, these premature efforts were largely abortive. The second phase began as a
response to the drouth of the Dust Bowl and continued into the 1950s. By 1959, irrigation had
become an important aspect of the flourishing High Plains economy. The decade of the 1960s was
characterized chiefly by a growing alarm over the declining ground water table caused by massive
pumping, and by investigations of other water sources. Land of the Underground Rain is a study in
human use and threatened exhaustion of the High Plains' most valuable natural resource. Ground
water was so plentiful that settlers believed it flowed inexhaustibly from some faraway place or
mysteriously from a giant underground river. Whatever the source, they believed that it was being
constantly replenished, and until the 1950s they generally opposed effective conservation of ground
water. A growing number of weak and dry wells then made it apparent that Plains residents were
mining an exhaustible resource. The Texas High Plains region has been far more successful in
exploiting its resource than in conserving it. The very success of its pump technology has produced
its environmental crisis. The problem brought about by the threatened exhaustion of this resource
still awaits a solution. This study is the first comprehensive history of irrigation on the Texas High



Plains, and it is the first comprehensive treatment of the development of twentieth-century pump
irrigation in any area of the United States.

idaho potato bowl history: Andrew Zimmern's Field Guide to Exceptionally Weird, Wild,
& Wonderful Foods Andrew Zimmern, 2012-10-30 Andrew Zimmern loves food. In fact, there's
practically nothing he won't try--at least once. As host of Bizarre Foods with Andrew Zimmern and
Andrew Zimmern's Bizarre Foods America on the Travel Channel, Andrew's passion is exploring how
different foods are important to different cultures. Now, Andrew is sharing his most hilarious
culinary experiences--as well as fun facts about culture, geography, art, and history, to name a
few--with readers of all ages. Don't like broccoli? Well, what if you were served up a plate of brains,
instead? From alligator meat to wildebeest, this digest of Andrew's most memorable weird, wild, and
wonderful foods will fascinate and delight eaters of all ages, intrepid and...not so much.

idaho potato bowl history: Reclamation Record , 1922

idaho potato bowl history: Classic Restaurants of Oklahoma City David Cathey,
2016-12-05 Some of Oklahoma City's earliest famous restaurants included a side of gambling,
bootlegging and mayhem. Cattlemen's Café changed hands by a roll of the dice one Christmas. In
more recent years, establishments like O'Mealey's and Adair's positioned the city's identity as a
unique, groundbreaking culinary hub. The city became known as the Cafeteria Capital thanks to the
revolutionary approach of a diminutive Kansas woman named Anna Maude Smith. Beverly's
Chicken-in-the-Rough became a national fried-chicken franchise two decades before Harland
Sanders sold his first drumstick. And world-renowned chef Rick Bayless first learned to cook at his
parents' barbecue restaurant in south Oklahoma City. Join author Dave Cathey as he dishes on these
delectable stories and more.

idaho potato bowl history: Special Days, Weeks and Months in 1950 United States. Bureau of
Foreign and Domestic Commerce. Office of Domestic Commerce, Thomas Jefferson Davis, 1949

idaho potato bowl history: Classic Eateries of the Ozarks and Arkansas River Valley Kat
Robinson, 2013-11-12 If life is a highway, food is the fuel. The restaurant cuisine of Arkansas was
crafted by transportation--and by family heritage. From century-old soda fountains to heritage candy
makers, Arkansas wine country and the birthplace of fried pickles, discover the delicious nooks of
the Ozarks and scrumptious crannies of the Arkansas River Valley through this tasty travelogue.
Learn how fried chicken came to a tiny burg called Tontitown. Discover a restaurant atop a gristmill
with a history predating the Civil War. Dine where Bill Clinton, Sam Walton and Elvis Presley caught
a bite to eat. Join author Kat Robinson and photographer Grav Weldon on this exploration of over
one hundred of the state's classic and iconic restaurants.

idaho potato bowl history: Galatoire's Cookbook Melvin Rodrigue, Jyl Benson, 2005
Presents a history of the famous New Orleans restaurant and the family which has owned and
operated it for one hundred years, along with recipes for some of its signature dishes.

idaho potato bowl history: Boqueria Yann de Rochefort, Zack Bezunartea, Marc Vidal,
2018-05-01 A sublime collection of traditional Spanish and Tapas recipes. Boqueria captures the soul
of Spanish cuisine. --James Beard Award-winning chef and cookbook author Alfred Portale For over a
decade New York City's famed Boqueria restaurants have been distilling the energy, atmosphere,
and flavors of Barcelona, becoming a place where patrons share excellent wine and exquisite dishes.
From traditional tapas like crispy patatas bravas and bacon-wrapped dates to classic favorites like
garlicky sautéed shrimp, pork meatballs, and saffron-spiced seafood paella, Boqueria captures the
very best of Spanish cuisine. For this sumptuous cookbook, restaurateur Yann de Rochefort and
Executive Chef Marc Vidal tell the story of Boqueria, which has now spread to four New York City
locations as well as to Washington, D.C. While the recipes-all deeply rooted in Barcelona's culinary
culture-take center stage with phenomenal food photography, Boqueria also swings open the kitchen
doors to reveal the bustling life of the restaurant, and offers exciting glimpses of the locales that
inspire it: the bars, markets, and cervezerias of Barcelona. Transporting us to the busy, colorful
stalls of legendary fresh market La Boqueria, these portraits of the Spanish city are so vibrant that
you can almost smell the Mediterranean's salt air. Boqueria's recipes are delectable variations on



authentic Barcelona fare, but more than that; along with their origin stories, these recipes inspire a
bit of the Boqueria experience-the cooking, the conversations, and the connections-in your own
home.

idaho potato bowl history: The Great American Recipe Cookbook The Great American Recipe,
2022-08-16 This beautiful cookbook showcases the best of American regional cooking from the cooks
and judges featured in PBS’ The Great American Recipe In the first season of The Great American
Recipe, 10 home chefs representing distinct culinary backgrounds brought with them a rich
collection of recipes. Some were secret family recipes passed down through the generations, some
were new twists on regional classics, and others were their own deeply personal recipes crafted with
love . .. and, together, they represent the dynamic story of America told through the diversity of its
food. Now, you can bring all the fun of this new series to your kitchen with more than 100 delicious,
easy-to-follow recipes from the cast, host, and judges. These recipes are accessible and taste like
home—evoking nostalgia while inspiring you to explore new flavors with your loved ones. Inside,
you’ll find new staples and rediscover family favorites, such as: Southern Smoke Mac and Cheese
Red Chilaquiles Rhode Island-Style Fried Calamari Shakshuka with Chive Flatbread Chicken and
Waffle Sandwiches Pizza Calabrese L’'Italiano Burgers Crowd-Pleaser Tostadas Korean-Style
Meatloaf and Potatoes Cast Iron Ribeye with Blue Cheese and Balsamic Steak Sauce Cranberry
White Chocolate Oatmeal Cookies with Sour Cream Frosting Cannoli Dip Packed with amazing
dishes and warm personal stories, and illustrated with gorgeous food photography and stills from
the series, The Great American Recipe Cookbook is a must-have for fans of the show, food lovers,
and every person who believes that food tells the story of who we are.

idaho potato bowl history: Hidden Idaho Richard Harris, 2002-04 Hidden spots--loved by the
locals but missed by most visitors--are clearly identified with prominent markers in the margin of
this inclusive guide. Covers outdoor adventures including 53 parks and wilderness areas, 29 wildlife
viewing spots, 25 trout streams, and 143 campgrounds (over 7,000 campsites), and focuses on
unusual attractions including the Potato Museum, Swiss Village Cheese Factory, Basque Cultural
Center, and Bordello Museum.
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