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idaho military history museum boise id stands as a significant institution dedicated to
preserving and showcasing the rich military heritage of Idaho. Located in Boise, this
museum offers visitors an extensive collection of artifacts, exhibits, and educational
programs that highlight the state's involvement in various military conflicts throughout
history. The Idaho Military History Museum Boise ID provides a unique opportunity to
explore the stories of Idaho's veterans, the evolution of military technology, and the impact
of global events on the local community. This article delves into the museum’s history, its
key exhibits, educational initiatives, and visitor information. By understanding the
museum's role and offerings, one gains insight into the broader context of Idaho’s military
past and its preservation efforts.
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History of the Idaho Military History Museum

The Idaho Military History Museum Boise ID was established to honor and preserve the
military legacy of Idaho’s service members. Since its inception, the museum has played a
crucial role in documenting the state’s participation in military conflicts from the early
territorial days to modern times. Its foundation rests on the dedication of veterans and
historians committed to safeguarding the tangible and intangible elements of Idaho’s
military history. The museum is housed in a historic armory building, which adds
architectural significance to its cultural importance. Over the years, it has expanded its
collections and facilities to accommodate growing interest and new acquisitions.

Origins and Development

The museum was founded in the mid-20th century, initially serving as a repository for
military memorabilia collected by local veterans. As its collection grew, the need for a
formal museum space became apparent, leading to the establishment of the current facility
in Boise. The Idaho Military History Museum Boise ID has since undergone several
renovations and expansions to improve exhibit space and visitor amenities. The institution
operates in partnership with the Idaho National Guard and other military organizations,
ensuring authenticity and access to a wide range of historical materials.



Significance to Idaho’s Military Heritage

The museum plays an essential role in preserving the stories and artifacts that define
Idaho’s military contributions. It connects the community to its history by highlighting the
sacrifices and achievements of Idaho’s service members. Through its exhibits and
programs, the museum fosters a deeper understanding of how military service has shaped
the state’s identity and development.

Exhibits and Collections

The Idaho Military History Museum Boise ID boasts an impressive variety of exhibits and
collections that span multiple eras and branches of the military. These displays offer visitors
a comprehensive overview of Idaho’s military past, from early militia formations to
contemporary armed forces. The museum’s artifacts include uniforms, weapons, vehicles,
medals, and personal stories that bring history to life.

Permanent Exhibits

The permanent exhibits at the Idaho Military History Museum Boise ID are curated to
provide a chronological journey through military history. Key themes include:

Idaho’s role in the Civil War and territorial defense

World War | and Il contributions and home front activities

Korean and Vietnam War service

Modern military operations and peacekeeping missions

Idaho National Guard’s history and involvement

Each exhibit is designed to offer detailed information alongside authentic artifacts, creating
an immersive educational experience.

Special Collections and Artifacts

Among the museum’s notable holdings are rare military vehicles, historic firearms, and
personal items belonging to Idaho veterans. The collection includes:



World War ll-era jeeps and artillery pieces

An extensive array of medals and ribbons awarded to Idaho soldiers

Uniforms representing different branches and periods

Photographs, letters, and diaries documenting firsthand accounts

Historical documents related to Idaho’s military units and campaigns

The museum carefully preserves these items, ensuring their longevity for future
generations to study and appreciate.

Educational Programs and Community
Engagement

The Idaho Military History Museum Boise ID is committed to education and community
involvement. Its programs are designed to engage diverse audiences, including students,
veterans, historians, and the general public. These initiatives promote an understanding of
military history’s relevance to Idaho and the nation.

School and Youth Programs

The museum offers tailored educational tours, workshops, and interactive presentations for
school groups. These programs align with state history curriculum standards and encourage
critical thinking about war, peace, and service. Through hands-on activities and storytelling,
young visitors gain insight into the human aspects of military history.

Veteran and Community Events

In addition to educational outreach, the museum hosts commemorative events, lectures,
and exhibitions honoring veterans and significant military anniversaries. These gatherings
foster community connections and provide a platform for sharing personal stories and
experiences. The museum also collaborates with local organizations to support veteran
services and promote historical research.

Visiting the Idaho Military History Museum

Planning a visit to the Idaho Military History Museum Boise ID ensures an enriching



experience filled with historical discovery and reflection. The museum is accessible to
residents and tourists alike, providing comprehensive facilities and resources to maximize
visitor engagement.

Location and Hours

The museum is conveniently located in Boise, Idaho’s capital, making it easily reachable by
car or public transportation. It operates on a regular schedule with extended hours during
special events and holidays. Visitors are advised to check the current opening times before
planning their visit.

Visitor Amenities and Accessibility

The Idaho Military History Museum Boise ID offers a range of amenities, including guided
tours, informational brochures, and a gift shop featuring military-themed merchandise and
publications. The facility is designed to be accessible to individuals with disabilities,
ensuring an inclusive environment for all guests.

Admission and Group Visits

Admission to the museum is reasonably priced, with discounts available for seniors,
students, military personnel, and groups. Group visits can be arranged in advance, often
including specialized tours and educational programs tailored to the interests of the
visitors.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Idaho Military History Museum in Boise, ID?

The Idaho Military History Museum in Boise, ID, is a museum dedicated to preserving and
showcasing the military history and heritage of Idaho and its citizens.

Where is the Idaho Military History Museum located in
Boise?

The Idaho Military History Museum is located at 4040 W Guard St, Boise, Idaho, on the
Gowen Field Air National Guard Base.



What types of exhibits can visitors expect at the Idaho
Military History Museum?

Visitors can expect exhibits featuring artifacts, uniforms, weapons, vehicles, and displays
covering ldaho's military involvement from early history through modern conflicts.

Is the Idaho Military History Museum free to visit?

Yes, admission to the Idaho Military History Museum is free, making it accessible to the
public interested in military history.

What are the operating hours of the Idaho Military
History Museum in Boise?

The museum is typically open Tuesday through Saturday from 10 AM to 4 PM, but visitors
should check the official website or contact the museum for current hours.

Does the Idaho Military History Museum offer
educational programs or tours?

Yes, the museum offers educational programs, guided tours, and special events to engage
visitors and provide deeper insights into Idaho's military past.

Can visitors see military vehicles and aircraft at the
Idaho Military History Museum?

Yes, the museum features a collection of military vehicles and aircraft, including tanks,
jeeps, and helicopters, displayed both indoors and outdoors.

How does the Idaho Military History Museum honor
Idaho veterans?

The museum honors Idaho veterans through dedicated exhibits, memorials, and events that
recognize their service and contributions to the state and country.

Additional Resources

1. Guardians of the Gem State: A History of Idaho’s Military Contributions

This book explores Idaho’s rich military heritage from the territorial days through modern
times. It highlights key conflicts, notable Idaho veterans, and the state's strategic
importance during various wars. Readers gain insight into how Idaho’s military history is
preserved and celebrated, including exhibits at the Idaho Military History Museum in Boise.

2. Idaho in Uniform: Stories from the Idaho Military History Museum
A collection of personal stories and artifacts featured at the Idaho Military History Museum,
this book brings to life the experiences of Idaho soldiers across different wars. It includes



firsthand accounts, photographs, and detailed descriptions of military gear and
memorabilia. The narrative connects the museum’s exhibits with broader historical
contexts.

3. Boise’s Military Legacy: From Frontier Forts to Modern Defense

This book traces the military history of Boise and its surroundings, focusing on key
installations, training camps, and defense initiatives. It sheds light on the evolution of
military strategy and technology as reflected in local history. Readers will find extensive
references to the Idaho Military History Museum’s collections.

4. Valor in the West: Idaho’s Role in America’s Wars

Focusing on Idaho’s participation in major American conflicts, this book provides a
comprehensive overview from the Civil War to present-day operations. It discusses the
impact of war on Idaho communities and the contributions of its service members. The
Idaho Military History Museum serves as a central resource for much of the book's research.

5. Medals and Memories: Honoring Idaho Veterans

This volume highlights the stories behind the medals and honors awarded to Idaho’s
military personnel. It explores the personal sacrifices and heroic deeds commemorated at
the Idaho Military History Museum. The book also discusses the importance of preserving
veteran legacies through museums and historical societies.

6. Weapons and Warfare: Idaho’s Military Artifacts Collection

An in-depth look at the weapons, uniforms, and equipment housed at the Idaho Military
History Museum, this book delves into the technological advancements in warfare seen
through Idaho’s military lens. It offers detailed photographs and descriptions of key artifacts
and their historical significance.

7. Idaho’s Homefront Heroes: Civilian Contributions During War

This book examines the vital roles played by Idaho civilians during wartime, including
industry, agriculture, and support services. It highlights how local efforts bolstered military
operations and the community’s resilience. The ldaho Military History Museum provides
context for many of these homefront stories.

8. From the Mountains to the Battlefield: Idaho Soldiers’ Journeys

Following the paths of Idaho soldiers from enlistment to deployment, this book offers a
narrative of courage and determination. It includes letters, diaries, and interviews that
bring personal perspectives to historical events. The Idaho Military History Museum'’s
archives are a key source for this compelling account.

9. Preserving the Past: The Story of the Idaho Military History Museum

This book chronicles the founding and development of the Idaho Military History Museum in
Boise, detailing its mission to preserve and educate about Idaho’s military history. It
discusses the challenges and successes of building a comprehensive collection and
engaging the public. Readers will gain an appreciation for the museum’s role in historical
preservation.
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idaho military history museum boise id: The Guide to U.S. Army Museums R. Cody Phillips,
2005 CMH Pub. 70-51. An update and expansion of the 1992 edition. Prepared especially for Army
personnel and their families and for historians. Provides a guide to exhibits and artifacts in the Army
museum system. Also includes information about National Guard museums and historical holdings

idaho military history museum boise id: Idaho Joseph Stanley, 2010-08-15 Presents the
history, geography, government, economy, and people of Idaho, as well as general facts about the
state.

idaho military history museum boise id: U.S. Army Historical Directory Center of Military
History,

idaho military history museum boise id: The United States in World War I James T.
Controvich, 2023-05-08 With the centennial of the First World War rapidly approaching, historian
and bibliographer James T. Controvich offers in The United States in World War I: A Bibliographic
Guide the most comprehensive, up-to-date reference bibliography yet published. Organized by
subject, this bibliography includes the full range of sources: vintage publications of the time, books,
pamphlets, periodical titles, theses, dissertations, and archival sources held by federal and state
organizations, as well as those in public and private hands, including historical societies and
museums. As Controvich’s bibliographic accounting makes clear, there were many facets of World
War I that remain virtually unknown to this day. Throughout, Controvich’s bibliography tracks the
primary sources that tell each of these stories—and many others besides—during this tense period in
American history. Each entry lists the author, title, place of publication, publisher, date of
publication, and page count as well as descriptive information concerning illustrations, plates, ports,
maps, diagrams, and plans. The armed forces section carries additional information on rosters,
awards, citations, and killed and wounded in action lists. The United States in World War [: A
Bibliographic Guide is an ideal research tool for students and scholars of World War I and American
history.

idaho military history museum boise id: Orchard Training Area Facilities Improvement,
Idaho Army National Guard, Ada County , 1988

idaho military history museum boise id: The Official Museum Directory, 1993

idaho military history museum boise id: Encyclopedia of the Veteran in America William
A. Pencak, 2009-10-15 A comprehensive encyclopedia that describes the experiences of American
veterans from the Revolutionary War to the present. From the American Revolution to today's
conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan, Encyclopedia of the Veteran in America captures the experiences
and lives of our nation's veterans in a comprehensive, unprecedented way. It is the first major
reference work focused exclusively on an American soldier's view of military life during war and the
often difficult return to civilian life and peacetime afterward. Encyclopedia of the Veteran in America
comprises over 100 insightful entries that include major examinations of the American Revolution,
Civil War, World Wars I and II, Korean War, Vietnam War, and the Gulf, Afghan, and Iraq Wars, plus
brief reviews of other conflicts. In addition, it highlights the specific experiences of POW, MIAs, and
their families, as well as African Americans, women, and American Indian soldiers. Additional entries
focus on key historic figures like Theodore Roosevelt and General Douglas MacArthur, veterans'
organizations like the American Legion and the VFW, legislative initiatives, and the full range of
memorials and monuments dedicated to our fighting men and women.
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idaho military history museum boise id: On Board the USS Boise in World War II lan S.
Bertram, 2025-09-17 The story of the USS Boise (CL-47) is one of fear, loss, endurance, fame,
triumph, and pain. The light cruiser endured a remarkable career through the entirety of World War
II, with a redemption arc that took its crew from the position of scapegoats to heroes, and ultimately
to the vanguard of America's liberation forces. One man, Donald DB Fitch, witnessed the entire
conflict from his battle-station on the bridge. The ship conducted secret missions and fought at
Guadalcanal, Sicily, New Guinea, and the Philippines. Through Fitch's eyes, this book relives the
terrors and thrills of naval combat along with the pranks, shenanigans, and the rumors that were the
lifeblood of a ship through four years of war. Fitch and his friends fought for each other and their
country, and in the end, they left their mark on history.

idaho military history museum boise id: Moving & Relocation Sourcebook Lori Perez,
2007-04 A special section on Where to Get Help for Moving provides other important resources for
information and assistance with moving, including contact information for leading organizations
representing the moving industry as well as listings for online resources. This

idaho military history museum boise id: Vietnam War Army Helicopter Nose Art -
Volume 2 John Brennan, 2021-07-11 Historian John D. Marshall wrote, History is shaped by the
memories of those who witness it, and the intentions of those who record it. Vietnam veteran
Hiawatha Oakes wrote, I can't thank you enough for your efforts in obtaining a photo of my H-21,
the 'Blue Angel', and having it in your book. My family calls your book, lost pieces of treasures
found. These two quotations represent all that is relevant to the author in history gathering: the hard
work and its rewards. Here in Volume 2 one will find equally astonishing photos on par with Volume
1, together with some self-help and researched info for sure to tease and delight the aficionado or
veteran to unknown degrees. Besides the 165 images, there are search aids for locating one's former
in-country Army helicopter. A listing is available of American sites where Huey & Cobra rides are
available. The Army museum in Alabama offers a listing they have compiled of two-dozen
recommended Huey photo-books. A tabulation of 300 AH-1 Cobra war survivors, their former units,
and present location. Also offered is a database of 500 newly found in-country Army helicopter
names. There's a little something for everyone.

idaho military history museum boise id: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in
Section 170 (c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, 1990

idaho military history museum boise id: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in
Section 170 (c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 , 2004

idaho military history museum boise id: Primary Source Collections in the Pacific
Northwest Nancy A. Bunker, 2005-10-30 Primary source collections from Idaho, Oregon, and
Washington are described and evaluated. Covering a broad cross-section of libraries, museums,
historical societies, and government archives this book provides a detailed look at 175 institutions
and their collections. Descriptive entries cover contact information, facilities, material types, and
multiple subject indexes to the holdings. Discusses the nature of archival research and lists digital
resources and Web sites of interest to historians. The perfect tour guide for scholars engaged in
writing about the history of the Pacific Northwest and related national topics.

idaho military history museum boise id: Directory of Federal Historical Programs and
Activities , 2003

idaho military history museum boise id: Publication , 1991

idaho military history museum boise id: Museen der Welt Eleanor Braun, 1973

idaho military history museum boise id: Haunted Idaho Andy Weeks, 2013-04 A collection of
frightening stories from the Beehive State, including Strange phenomena at a real-life Bates Motel
Apparitions at Boise's Old State Penitentiary Pioneer spirits at an Oregon Trail ranch house The
werewolf legend of Rose Hill Cemetery A ghostly minor who haunts a Sun Valley campground
Phantom cries of the Bear River Massacre Bigfoot encounters in the Sawtooth National Forest

idaho military history museum boise id: Forgotten Tales of Idaho Andy Weeks, 2015-03-30
Idaho was the forty-third state admitted to the Union, but it just might lead the nation in strange



stories and offbeat legends. Author and Idaho resident Andy Weeks fills this collection of tales with
stories ranging from compelling and heartfelt to outlandish and bizarre. Discover the boxcar that
carried the alleged body of John Wilkes Booth through Idaho. Uncover the identity of Lady
Bluebeard, the unassuming Twin Falls housewife who allegedly murdered four husbands. Find out
how cars ended up at the bottom of Lake Coeur d'Alene. Learn the grisly story of Gobo Fango, a
black Mormon sheepherder whose late 1800s bloody dispute with a cattleman on the open range
proved fatal. These tales and many others bring to light Idaho's unruly past in fascinating detail.
idaho military history museum boise id: Vacation Places Rated Sylvia McNair, 1986
idaho military history museum boise id: Headquarters USA Omnigraphics, 2007-10
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