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idexx feline triple snap test instructions provide essential guidelines for veterinary professionals conducting
in-house diagnostic testing for common feline infectious diseases. This article offers a comprehensive
overview of the IDEXX Feline Triple SNAP Test, focusing on detailed procedural steps, preparation, and
interpretation of results to ensure accurate and reliable outcomes. Understanding these instructions is crucial
for veterinarians and veterinary technicians aiming to efficiently detect feline immunodeficiency virus
(FIV), feline leukemia virus (FeLV), and feline heartworm disease (HW) using the SNAP platform.
Additionally, this guide highlights best practices for sample collection, handling, and device operation to
optimize test performance. Proper adherence to the idexx feline triple snap test instructions enhances
diagnostic confidence and supports timely clinical decision-making. The following sections break down the
entire testing process, from kit components to result interpretation and quality control measures.
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Overview of IDEXX Feline Triple SNAP Test
The IDEXX Feline Triple SNAP Test is a rapid, in-clinic diagnostic tool designed to simultaneously detect
three significant feline diseases: FIV antibodies, FeLV antigen, and heartworm antigen. This multiplex
SNAP test allows veterinary professionals to screen cats efficiently for these infections using a single blood
sample. The test employs enzyme immunoassay technology incorporated into the SNAP device, providing
results within minutes without the need for specialized laboratory equipment. The idexx feline triple snap
test instructions emphasize the importance of following precise procedural steps to maintain the test’s high
sensitivity and specificity. This test is widely used in veterinary clinics due to its convenience, reliability,
and capacity to facilitate early disease detection and management.



Diseases Detected by the Test
The triple SNAP test targets three major feline diseases:

Feline Immunodeficiency Virus (FIV): Detects antibodies indicating exposure or infection.

Feline Leukemia Virus (FeLV): Detects the presence of FeLV antigen, indicating active infection.

Feline Heartworm Disease (HW): Detects circulating heartworm antigen associated with adult
heartworm infection.

Advantages of the IDEXX Feline Triple SNAP Test
Key benefits include rapid results, ease of use, minimal sample volume requirements, and simultaneous
detection of multiple pathogens. This streamlines diagnostic workflows and reduces stress for feline
patients.

Preparation Before Testing
Proper preparation is critical for obtaining accurate results with the idexx feline triple snap test instructions.
This phase involves gathering necessary materials, ensuring correct sample collection, and preparing the
testing environment.

Required Materials
Before beginning the test, ensure the following items are available and ready:

IDEXX Feline Triple SNAP Test kit (including SNAP device and conjugate reagent)

Blood collection supplies (needles, syringes, or capillary tubes)

Micropipette or dropper for sample transfer

Timer or stopwatch

Personal protective equipment (gloves, lab coat)

Clean workspace free of contaminants



Sample Collection Guidelines
Accurate testing requires proper blood sample collection, typically from whole blood, serum, or plasma.
Venous blood is preferred, collected aseptically to prevent hemolysis or contamination. The sample volume
should be sufficient to perform all three assays within the SNAP device. Avoid repeated freeze-thaw cycles
if plasma or serum is used.

Step-by-Step Testing Procedure
Following the idexx feline triple snap test instructions step-by-step ensures consistent and valid results.
The test procedure can be summarized in the following stages.

Step 1: Device Preparation
Remove the SNAP device from its packaging and place it on a flat surface. Confirm the test device is at
room temperature before use. Open the conjugate vial included in the kit carefully.

Step 2: Adding Sample and Conjugate
Using a micropipette or dropper, transfer the required volume of blood, serum, or plasma into the sample
well of the SNAP device. Immediately add the conjugate reagent to the conjugate well. This reagent
contains labeled antibodies necessary for antigen or antibody detection.

Step 3: Activation of the Test
Press the activation button firmly until it clicks to start the flow of reagents through the test membrane.
This initiates the enzyme immunoassay process inside the device. The idexx feline triple snap test
instructions highlight the importance of pressing the button fully for accurate timing and reagent flow.

Step 4: Incubation and Reaction Time
Allow the SNAP device to incubate undisturbed on the flat surface for the recommended duration,
typically 8 minutes. During this time, antigen-antibody binding occurs, and color development starts in the
test areas.



Step 5: Reading the Results
After the incubation period, interpret the test results by observing the color changes in the test and control
spots on the SNAP device. Detailed interpretation guidelines are provided in the next section.

Interpreting Test Results
Correct interpretation of the IDEXX feline triple SNAP test results is essential for informed clinical
decisions. The device displays results via colored spots corresponding to each disease marker and a control
spot to verify test validity.

Control Spot Verification
The control spot must always show a visible color change to confirm the test ran correctly. Absence of color
in this spot invalidates the test, necessitating repetition with a new device.

Test Spots Interpretation
Each test spot indicates the presence or absence of a specific disease marker:

FIV Spot: A blue or purple color indicates the presence of FIV antibodies.

FeLV Spot: A blue or purple color signals the presence of FeLV antigen.

Heartworm Spot: A blue or purple color denotes heartworm antigen presence.

The absence of color change in any test spot suggests a negative result for that particular infection.

Result Combinations and Clinical Implications
Positive results for one or more spots warrant further clinical evaluation and confirmatory testing if
necessary. Negative results reduce the likelihood of infection but should be interpreted in conjunction with
clinical signs and history.



Quality Control and Troubleshooting
Maintaining quality control is vital to ensure the idexx feline triple snap test instructions are followed
correctly and to prevent erroneous results.

Routine Quality Control Practices
Veterinary clinics should use positive and negative controls regularly to verify the test kit’s performance.
Documenting batch numbers and expiration dates helps track kit reliability and traceability.

Common Troubleshooting Tips
Issues that may arise include:

No color development in control spot: Check reagent expiration and storage conditions; repeat test
with new kit.

Weak or unclear test spots: Ensure correct sample volume and proper activation of the device.

Sample hemolysis or contamination: Use fresh, properly collected samples to avoid interference.

Storage and Handling of Test Kits
Proper storage and handling of the IDEXX feline triple SNAP test kits are crucial for preserving reagent
stability and test accuracy.

Recommended Storage Conditions
Store test kits at the temperature range specified by the manufacturer, usually between 36°F and 86°F (2°C
and 30°C). Avoid freezing and exposure to direct sunlight or moisture. Keep kits in their original packaging
until use.

Handling Precautions
Use gloves and avoid touching the SNAP device membrane area to prevent contamination. Follow
biosafety protocols when handling blood samples and dispose of used devices according to medical waste



guidelines.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the IDEXX Feline Triple SNAP Test used for?
The IDEXX Feline Triple SNAP Test is used to simultaneously detect feline leukemia virus (FeLV)
antigen, feline immunodeficiency virus (FIV) antibodies, and heartworm antigen in cats.

How do I prepare the sample for the IDEXX Feline Triple SNAP Test?
Collect a whole blood, serum, or plasma sample from the cat. Ensure the sample is properly labeled and at
room temperature before starting the test.

What are the step-by-step instructions to perform the IDEXX Feline
Triple SNAP Test?
1. Remove the SNAP device from its packaging. 2. Add 3 drops of sample to the sample well. 3. Add 4
drops of conjugate reagent to the same well. 4. Gently mix by tapping the device. 5. Press the activation
button to snap the device. 6. Allow the test to develop for 8 minutes at room temperature. 7. Read the
results by comparing the test spots to the positive and negative controls.

How long does the IDEXX Feline Triple SNAP Test take to produce
results?
The test takes approximately 8 minutes after activation to develop and provide accurate results.

Can I use frozen samples for the IDEXX Feline Triple SNAP Test?
It is recommended to use fresh or properly stored serum, plasma, or whole blood samples. Frozen samples
should be thawed completely and mixed gently before use, but fresh samples provide the most reliable
results.

What do I do if the control spot does not appear on the IDEXX Feline
Triple SNAP Test?
If the control spot does not appear, the test is invalid. You should repeat the test with a new device and
ensure proper sample volume and procedure are followed.



How should I interpret the results of the IDEXX Feline Triple SNAP
Test?
A visible spot in the test area indicates a positive result for that disease marker. The control spot must
always appear for the test to be valid. Refer to the package insert for detailed interpretation of each test spot
corresponding to FeLV, FIV, and heartworm.

Additional Resources
1. Comprehensive Guide to IDEXX Feline Triple Snap Test
This book provides an in-depth overview of the IDEXX Feline Triple Snap Test, explaining the step-by-
step instructions for proper sample collection, test execution, and result interpretation. It includes
troubleshooting tips and common mistakes to avoid. Ideal for veterinary technicians and practitioners new
to this diagnostic tool.

2. Practical Veterinary Diagnostics: IDEXX Snap Tests Explained
Focused on practical application, this book covers various IDEXX Snap Tests with a dedicated chapter on the
Feline Triple Snap Test. It offers clear guidance on performing the test efficiently in a clinical setting,
alongside case studies demonstrating its use in feline disease diagnosis.

3. Feline Infectious Diseases: Diagnosis and Testing Protocols
This comprehensive resource dives into feline infectious diseases with an emphasis on diagnostic methods,
including the IDEXX Feline Triple Snap Test. It discusses the diseases detected by the test, the importance
of early diagnosis, and how to interpret results in conjunction with clinical signs.

4. Step-by-Step Veterinary Diagnostic Techniques
This manual provides detailed instructions on various veterinary diagnostic tests, featuring a chapter
dedicated to the IDEXX Feline Triple Snap Test. It highlights best practices, safety precautions, and tips to
ensure accurate and reliable test outcomes.

5. Understanding IDEXX Snap Tests: A Veterinary Technician's Handbook
Designed for veterinary support staff, this handbook offers a user-friendly approach to IDEXX Snap Tests,
including the Feline Triple Snap Test. It emphasizes practical tips, sample handling, timing, and reading
results to enhance diagnostic accuracy in busy clinics.

6. Feline Health Monitoring: Tools and Techniques for Clinicians
This book explores various tools used to monitor feline health, with detailed instructions on performing the
IDEXX Feline Triple Snap Test. It covers the clinical relevance of the test results and how to incorporate
testing into routine wellness exams.

7. Diagnostic Innovations in Veterinary Medicine
Highlighting the latest advancements, this book discusses innovative diagnostic tools such as the IDEXX



Snap Tests. It includes a section on the Feline Triple Snap Test, explaining its technology, applications, and
benefits over traditional diagnostic methods.

8. Veterinary Infectious Disease Diagnostics Made Simple
This straightforward guide breaks down complex diagnostic procedures, focusing on infectious diseases in
cats. It provides clear instructions for the IDEXX Feline Triple Snap Test and advice on interpreting
positive and negative results effectively.

9. Mastering Point-of-Care Testing in Veterinary Practice
This resource is tailored to veterinarians and technicians aiming to excel in point-of-care testing, with
comprehensive coverage of the IDEXX Feline Triple Snap Test. It discusses workflow integration, quality
control, and case examples to improve diagnostic confidence and patient care.
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  idexx feline triple snap test instructions: Manual of Commercial Methods in Clinical
Microbiology , 2016-03-28 The Manual of Commercial Methods in Clinical Microbiology 2nd
Edition, International Edition reviews in detail the current state of the art in each of the disciplines
of clinical microbiology, and reviews the sensitivities, specificities and predictive values, and
subsequently the effectiveness, of commercially available methods – both manual and automated.
This text allows the user to easily summarize the available methods in any particular field, or for a
specific pathogen – for example, what to use for an Influenza test, a Legionella test, or what
instrument to use for identification or for an antibiotic susceptibility test. The Manual of Commercial
Methods in Clinical Microbiology, 2nd Edition, International Edition presents a wealth of relevant
information to clinical pathologists, directors and supervisors of clinical microbiology, infectious
disease physicians, point-of-care laboratories, professionals using industrial applications of
diagnostic microbiology and other healthcare providers. The content will allow professionals to
analyze all commercially available methods to determine which works best in their particular
laboratory, hospital, clinic, or setting. Updated to appeal to an international audience, The Manual of
Commercial Methods in Clinical Microbiology, 2nd Edition, International Edition is an invaluable
reference to those in the health science and medical fields.
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