illini ncaa tournament history

illini ncaa tournament history reflects a storied legacy within college
basketball, highlighting the University of Illinois' consistent presence and
competitive spirit in the NCAA Men’s Basketball Tournament. This article
explores the Illini’s journey through decades of March Madness, detailing
their most significant achievements, key players, coaching milestones, and
memorable moments. From their earliest appearances to recent tournament
performances, the Illini have built a reputation marked by resilience and
skill. The comprehensive overview will cover statistical records, deep
tournament runs, and the evolution of the program’s playing style that
contributed to their national prominence. Whether analyzing landmark seasons
or evaluating the impact of standout athletes, this article sheds light on
the factors that have shaped the Illini’s NCAA tournament history. The
following sections provide a structured exploration of this history, from
foundational beginnings to modern-day successes.

Early Beginnings and First Appearances

Notable NCAA Tournament Runs

Prominent Players and Coaches

Statistical Highlights and Records

Recent Tournament Performances

Impact on College Basketball and Legacy

Early Beginnings and First Appearances

The University of Illinois basketball program began its NCAA tournament
journey in the early years of the competition, establishing a foundation for
future success. The Illini made their first NCAA tournament appearance in the
1949 season, marking the start of a rich history in March Madness. During
these formative years, the team demonstrated competitive potential despite
the limited exposure and evolving tournament format. Illinois’ early
tournament experiences helped cultivate a culture of excellence and set the
stage for more consistent tournament qualifications in subsequent decades.
These appearances were pivotal in attracting talent and enhancing the
program’s national profile.



Initial Tournament Format and Challenges

During the early NCAA tournaments, the format was much smaller than today,
with fewer teams and regionalized games. Illinois had to navigate these
structural challenges while competing against some of the nation's best
teams. The Illini’s early performances were marked by strong defensive play
and strategic coaching, factors that contributed to their ability to advance
in the tournament despite limited resources compared to powerhouse programs.

Notable NCAA Tournament Runs

Throughout the history of the NCAA tournament, Illinois has had multiple deep
runs that remain highlights of their basketball legacy. These notable runs
include Final Four appearances and close bids for the national championship,
showcasing the Illini’s ability to perform under pressure on college
basketball’s biggest stage. Several of these tournament campaigns are
remembered for dramatic victories, exceptional teamwork, and standout
individual performances that have become integral parts of the Illini
narrative.

Final Four Appearances

Illinois has reached the NCAA Final Four on multiple occasions, with their
most prominent appearances in 1989, 2005, and 2006. The 1989 run was marked
by a team led by future NBA stars and a high-powered offense that captivated
fans nationwide. The mid-2000s teams were noted for their balanced play,
strong defense, and leadership under coach Bruce Weber. These Final Four
appearances solidified Illinois as a perennial contender and elevated the
program’s national standing.

Memorable Tournament Games

Among Illinois’ memorable NCAA tournament games are several thrilling
comebacks and buzzer-beater finishes that have entered tournament lore. These
games often featured clutch performances from key players and tactical
adjustments by the coaching staff, reflecting the team’s resilience and
adaptability. Such moments have not only defined individual seasons but have
also contributed to the enduring enthusiasm of the Illini fan base.

Prominent Players and Coaches

The success of Illinois in the NCAA tournament can be attributed largely to
the contributions of exceptional players and influential coaches throughout
the program’s history. These individuals have shaped the team’s identity,

brought national attention, and driven the Illini to some of their greatest



tournament achievements. Highlighting these figures provides valuable insight
into the program’s development and the talent pipeline that has fueled their
tournament campaigns.

Legendary Players

I1linois has produced numerous standout players who have excelled in the NCAA
tournament and beyond. Notable names include Dee Brown, Deron Williams, and
Kiwane Garris, each of whom played pivotal roles during significant
tournament runs. These athletes combined skill, leadership, and competitive
drive, helping to elevate Illinois’ status in college basketball. Their
performances in March Madness often served as springboards to professional
careers and lasting legacies within the Il1lini community.

Influential Coaches

Coaching has been a critical factor in Illinois’ NCAA tournament history.
Coaches such as Lou Henson, who led the team to their first Final Four in
1989, and Bruce Weber, responsible for the mid-2000s resurgence, have left
indelible marks on the program. Their strategic acumen, recruitment
successes, and ability to develop players were key in navigating the rigors
of the tournament. The coaching philosophy across eras underscores the
program’s emphasis on discipline, teamwork, and adaptability.

Statistical Highlights and Records

The Illini’s NCAA tournament history is rich with statistical achievements
that reflect their competitive consistency and individual excellence. These
records provide a quantitative perspective on the program’s impact and
highlight milestones that have contributed to Illinois’ reputation in college
basketball.

Team Tournament Records

I1linois holds several noteworthy team records in the NCAA tournament,
including multiple Sweet Sixteen appearances and a winning percentage that
places them among the top-performing programs nationally. Their ability to
advance past early rounds consistently demonstrates the depth and quality of
the roster over time.

Individual Player Records

Individual players have set tournament records in scoring, assists, and
defensive statistics during Illinois’ NCAA appearances. These performances



often came during critical games, underscoring the players’ clutch
capabilities and importance to the team’s success. Such records contribute to
both the players’ legacies and the broader narrative of Illini basketball
excellence.

Recent Tournament Performances

In the 21st century, the Illinois basketball program has maintained a strong
presence in the NCAA tournament, featuring several successful bids and
competitive matches. Recent performances illustrate the program’s ongoing
commitment to excellence and ability to compete at the highest levels of
college basketball.

Modern Era Success

Since the early 2000s, Illinois has qualified for numerous NCAA tournaments,
with some seasons marked by deep runs into the later rounds. The team’s
modern era has been characterized by a blend of veteran leadership and
emerging talent, adapting to changes in the game’s pace and style. The
program continues to prioritize strong recruitment and coaching strategies to
sustain tournament success.

Key Recent Seasons

Key recent seasons include the 2019 and 2021 tournaments, where Illinois
showcased a talented roster and strategic gameplay. These seasons highlighted
the team’s ability to perform in high-pressure environments and compete
against top-ranked opponents. Illinois’ recent tournament history remains a
testament to its resilience and evolving basketball culture.

Impact on College Basketball and Legacy

The Illini’s NCAA tournament history has had a significant impact on college
basketball, contributing to the sport’s growth and competitive landscape. The
program’s legacy is reflected not only in wins and losses but also in its
role as a breeding ground for talent and a model of sustained
competitiveness.

Contribution to the Big Ten Conference

Illinois has been a leading program within the Big Ten Conference, often
representing the conference robustly in the NCAA tournament. Their
performances have contributed to the Big Ten’s reputation as a powerhouse in
college basketball and have helped elevate the conference on the national



stage.

Enduring Fan Support and Cultural Significance

The Illini’s tournament history has fostered a passionate fan base and a
vibrant basketball culture in Urbana-Champaign and beyond. This support has
been instrumental in sustaining the program’s success and creating memorable
tournament atmospheres. The cultural significance of the Illini in college
basketball continues to influence recruiting, media attention, and the
broader sports community.

Summary of Key Achievements

Multiple Final Four appearances, including 1989, 2005, and 2006

Consistent NCAA tournament qualifications since the 1940s

Development of NBA-caliber players

Strong coaching leadership with nationally recognized figures

Significant contributions to the Big Ten Conference’s national
prominence

Frequently Asked Questions

How many times has Illinois participated in the NCAA
Tournament?

The Illinois Fighting Illini men's basketball team has participated in the
NCAA Tournament over 30 times as of 2024.

What is Illinois' best performance in the NCAA
Tournament?

Illinois' best performance in the NCAA Tournament was reaching the National
Championship game, which they achieved in 2005.

When did I1linois make its first NCAA Tournament
appearance?

I1linois made its first NCAA Tournament appearance in 1949.



How many Final Four appearances has Illinois made?

I1linois has made five Final Four appearances in its history (1949, 1951,
1952, 1989, and 2005).

Who was the head coach during Illinois' 2005
National Championship run?

Bruce Weber was the head coach of Illinois during their 2005 run to the
National Championship game.

Which Illinois player was a standout during the 2005
NCAA Tournament?

Deron Williams was a standout player for Illinois during the 2005 NCAA
Tournament.

Has Illinois ever won the NCAA Tournament?

No, Illinois has not won the NCAA Tournament but finished as the runner-up in
2005.

How often does Illinois typically advance past the
first round?

Illinois has a strong history of advancing past the first round, often
reaching the Sweet Sixteen or further in many tournament appearances.

What is a memorable upset involving Illinois in NCAA
Tournament history?

A memorable upset was in 1989 when Illinois, a higher seed, was defeated by
the 8th-seeded Loyola Marymount in the second round, ending their Final Four
hopes.

Additional Resources

1. Orange and Blue: The Illini’s NCAA Journey

This book chronicles the University of Illinois Fighting Illini's most
memorable moments in the NCAA tournament. From legendary games to standout
players, it offers a comprehensive look at the team's evolution and impact on
college basketball. Rich with interviews and archival photos, it captures the
spirit of Illini basketball through the decades.

2. March Madness in Champaign: A History of Illini Basketball
Focusing on the thrills and heartbreaks of March Madness, this title explores



the Illini's tournament runs with detailed game analyses and behind-the-
scenes stories. It highlights coaching strategies, key matchups, and pivotal
moments that defined each season's campaign. Fans will appreciate its in-
depth coverage of Illinois' quest for the championship.

3. Fighting Illini: NCAA Tournament Triumphs and Trials

This narrative dives into the highs and lows experienced by the Illini
throughout their NCAA tournament history. It examines how the team overcame
adversity and celebrated victory, providing a balanced view of their
competitive journey. The book also profiles influential players who left a
lasting legacy.

4. Illini Hardwood Heroes: Stories from the NCAA Tournament

Celebrating the standout athletes who have donned the orange and blue, this
book shares inspiring stories of Illini basketball heroes during NCAA
tournaments. Through player interviews and game recaps, readers gain insight
into the determination and skill that propelled the team forward. The
personal anecdotes add a human element to the historic games.

5. Chasing the Banner: Illinois in the NCAA Tournament

This title traces the Illini's pursuit of NCAA glory, spotlighting their most
significant tournament appearances and performances. It discusses the
strategies that led to deep runs and the moments that fell just short of
victory. The book offers fans a detailed roadmap of Illinois' quest for the
national championship.

6. Orange Blood: The Legacy of Illinois Basketball in March Madness
Exploring the cultural and athletic significance of Illini basketball, this
book delves into the team’s role within the NCAA tournament landscape. It
reflects on how the program’s traditions and community support have shaped
their tournament experiences. The narrative connects the past and present,
illustrating a proud legacy.

7. From Assembly Hall to the Final Four: Illini NCAA Stories

This engaging account follows the Fighting Illini’s journey from home court
battles to the national stage of the Final Four. It covers memorable games,
coaching milestones, and fan experiences that define the Illini tournament
history. The book is a tribute to the passion and perseverance of Illinois
basketball.

8. Illinois March Madness: A Statistical and Historical Review

Combining rigorous statistics with historical context, this book offers a
detailed review of the Illini’s NCAA tournament performances. It presents
data-driven insights alongside narratives of key games and seasons. This
resource is ideal for fans and analysts interested in the quantitative and
qualitative aspects of the team’s history.

9. Orange Crush: The Rise of Illini Basketball in NCAA Tournaments

This title highlights the era when the Fighting Illini rose to prominence in
NCAA tournaments, focusing on breakthrough seasons and influential figures.
It examines how the team’s style and leadership contributed to their



successes and growing national reputation. The book captures the excitement
and momentum of the Illini’s ascent.
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illini ncaa tournament history: A Century of Orange and Blue Loren Tate, Jared Gelfond, 2004
A Century of Orange and Blue is just that--an in-depth look at the history of one of the Big Ten's
premiere basketball programs. The University of Illinois' basketball roots date back to 1901, when
the idea of men's basketball was introduced to UI director of athletics George Huff during a
scrimmage at the Men's Old Gym. By 1906 a varsity basketball team was in place under the direction
of Leo Hana and coach Elwood Brown. That team defeated Champaign High School, 71-4, on Jan. 6,
1906, before losing to more formidable college teams in Purdue and Indiana. Some 100 years later,
the Fighting Illini have hoisted 15 Big Ten championship banners and sent four teams to the Final
Four in search of a NCAA championship. From the Whiz Kids of '42 to the Flyin' Illini of '89 to the
Big Ten champs of '04, A Century of Orange and Blue is full of fond memories of fantastic teams,
recounted by authors Loren Tate and Jared Gelfond and the amazing players and coaches that put
Illini basketball on the national map.

illini ncaa tournament history: Fighting [llini Basketball News-Gazette, 2000 The University
of Illinois has fielded a basketball team since 1905. Over the years, many memorable players have
donned the orange and blue, including Derek Harper, Dave Downey, Doug Altenberger, Kendall Gill,
Eddie Johnson, Ken Norman, Kenny Battle, Johnny Kerr, Dike Eddleman, and many more. Coaches
such as Doug Mills, Lou Henson, and Lon Kruger have led their teams to conference championships
and postseason tournaments. A Hardwood History chronicles the players and coaches who have
shaped Illinois basketball history and the moments no Illini basketball fan can forget.

illini ncaa tournament history: Illinois Basketball Guide , 2012

illini ncaa tournament history: 100 Things Illinois Fans Should Know and Do Before
They Die Kent Brown, 2025-02-04 The ultimate guide for fans of the Fighting Illini With traditions,
records, and lore, this lively, detailed book explores the personalities, events, and facts every
University of Illinois sports fan should know. It contains essential information such as historic dates,
behind-the-scenes tales, memorable moments, and Champaign landmarks. Featuring legendary
figures spanning eras, this is the ultimate resource guide for students, alumni, and fans in the know.

illini ncaa tournament history: Tales from the 2004-05 Fighting Illini Brett Dawson,
2005-10 The word team is often overused in sports writing. It's used casually to refer to a collection
of players that represent any old franchise or college. It's used passionately to describe a rooting
interest--that's our team. And, occasionally, it's used to discuss what has come to be a cliche: the
idea of a group of individuals coming together for the common good, sacrificing all personal gain for
the greater goal of winning a championship. Serious scribes don't toss around that meaning of the
word team lightly--or very often. And with good reason. In sports, there's rarely a cause to use it.
But, there is no wiser usage of the word team--a unified core of players all working toward the same
goal--than when applying it to the 2004-05 Fighting Illini squad that we've all come to cherish. They
were a team like no other. Tales from the 2004-05 Fighting Illini captures the team step-by-step on
its March to the Arch. News-Gazette reporter Brett Dawson shadowed Bruce Weber's boys the entire
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season and shares his insights into what made this team so special. The entire season was a
rollercoaster ride of emotion: from the thrilling peaks--victories over Wake Forest, Wisconsin,
Michigan State and ArizonA and unfortunate lows--the loss to Ohio State and the death of coach
Weber's mother. Dawson adds a new perspective to those moments, plus goes behind the scenes to
discover what made this team tick. He examines their funny bone as well as their fierce will to win.
It's all here: from Midnight Madness to the first Dee for Threeeeee to the hoisting of two Big Ten
trophies and finally a date with North Carolina in the NCAA finals. Dee, Deron, Luther, Roger, and
James--led by the nationalcoach of the year--have a story to tell. Until today, only half of it has been
told.

illini ncaa tournament history: University of North Carolina Basketball Adam Powell,
2005 When the University of North Carolina fielded its first varsity men's team in 1911, nobody
could have imagined the mark its program would make on the history of college basketball.
University of North Carolina Basketball chronicles the long and distinguished history of the Tar
Heels, including the school's numerous Southern Conference and Atlantic Coast Conference titles
and its national championship teams. North Carolina has produced arguably the finest group of
basketball minds and talent the sport has ever known. The list reads like a Who's Who of influential
figures in college and professional basketball history, including Jack Cobb, George The Blind Bomber
Glamack, Bones McKinney, Frank McGuire, Lennie Rosenbluth, Dean Smith, Doug Moe, Donnie
Walsh, Larry Brown, Billy Cunningham, Charles Scott, George Karl, Mitch Kupchak, Phil Ford, James
Worthy, Michael Jordan, Rasheed Wallace, Antawn Jamison, Vince Carter, and Roy Williams.

illini ncaa tournament history: The Best St. Louis Sports Arguments Bryan Burwell,
2007-11-01 100 great sports debates for each city—from who was the best coach to what was the
best play of all time. The perfect gift for sports fans—the series that's sweeping the nation, and is
already a hit in Boston, Chicago and New York. The best debates for rabid fans The Best Sports
Arguments gives each city or region all the best arguments of their hometown teams, with expert
answers from top sports media figures. In fact, the Best Sports Arguments series is the #1 sports
debates series on the market! Why? -Each book features 100 debates, the most of any series! -Each
city's book is written by authors well-known in the region, leading to fan recognition and media
interest. -They make perfect gifts for sports fans of any age. -And the debates go on!

illini ncaa tournament history: Illinois Volleyball Record Book , 2012

illini ncaa tournament history: ESPN College Basketball Encyclopedia Espn, 2009 A
comprehensive reference provides historical overviews of all 335 Division 1 teams, season-by-season
summaries, ESPN/Sagarin rankings of top-selected college basketball programs, and more.

illini ncaa tournament history: Glory Days Illinois Taylor Bell, 2006 Along the way, somebody
invented the jump shot and the crossover dribble and added a three-point line. Times changed, the
game was integrated, players grew taller and more wildly athletic. That evolution is chronicled in
Glory Days, as 50 of the state's best high school basketball players from the past five decades sit
down to chat with longtime prep basketball scribe Taylor Bell. Every last one of the featured players
was an all-state selection. Some led their teams to state titles; others were chosen as Illinois' Mr.
Basketball; many were named McDonald's All-Americans.Glory Days pulls its roster from all regions
of the state: from southern Illinois (Edwardsville, Centralia, Mount Vernon) to the state's waist
(Galesburg, Peoria, Decatur) to north of 1-80 (Rockford, Evanston, and many Chicago schools).Each
player on the roster relives his time on the high school hardwood, but also reveals what happened
after he walked down the aisle in his cap and gown. Bell catches up with greats like Mannie Jackson,
Dave Downey, Jay Shidler, Jack Sikma, Rashard Griffith, Cazzie Russell, Kiwane Garris, Cuonzo
Martin, and Billy Ridley, and discovers what happened to these legends later in life, after their hops
deserted them. Their Chuck Taylors may be a distant memory, but for each of these former stars,
basketball has continued to hold a special place in their heart.

illini ncaa tournament history: Big Ten Basketball, 1943-1972 Murry R. Nelson,
2017-02-03 From the time conference play began in 1905, the Big Ten was the Western force in
collegiate basketball. Minnesota, Wisconsin and Purdue were the first powers in the league, with a



combined 23 titles by 1930. Purdue was dominant in the '30s, with seven titles under Coach Piggy
Lambert, including a national title in 1935 led by player of the year John Wooden. The creation of a
national tournament in 1939 showed the league's early dominance, as a different Big Ten team went
to the Final Four in each of the first three years, with two wins. Over the next 30 years, the league
produced some of the top teams in the country, led by Hall of Fame coaches like Branch McCracken,
Walter Meanwell, Dutch Lonborg, Harold Olsen and Fred Taylor. Top players emerged from the
conference, like Jerry Lucas, Cazzie Russell, John Havlicek, Terry Dischinger, Walt Bellamy, Johnny
Green, Lou Hudson, Archie Clark and a host of others. This book provides the first-ever basketball
history of the Big Ten.

illini ncaa tournament history: It's. Nice. Outside. Jim Kokoris, 2015-12-08 It's. Nice.
Outside. explores that universal tension between being a parent and keeping true to yourself. In this
laugh-out-loud, heartbreaking, generous family novel, Jim Kokoris returns to the heartfelt writing of
The Rich Part of Life. Meet John Nichols. He's 50-something years old, an ex-basketball player,
ex-author, ex-philanderer, ex-husband, ex-high school English teacher. And he's father to three: two
overachieving adult daughters, and 19 year-old Ethan, who will never be an adult. John's oldest
daughter is getting married, and as the whole family travels from their homes in New York and the
Chicago area, John is secretly preparing for a life-change that will alter his family's hearts forever.

illini ncaa tournament history: An Illustrated History of Duke Basketball Bill Brill, Ben
Cohen, 2012-02-08 With a Foreword by Coach K himself, the full history of Duke Blue Devils
basketball from Dick Groat and Art Heyman to Grant Hill and J.J. Redick. No college in America has
dominated the basketball scene the way Duke has. From the first game in 1906 to the modern ears,
no team has generated more thrills and excitement to NCAA basketball than the Duke Blue Devils.
Chapters included: The Players Gerard, Groat, and Bradley Return to Glory Spell it K Starting a
Dynasty And much more! Through the NCAA National Championship following the 2009-10 season,
100 Seasons of Duke Basketball provides fans with an insider’s look at Duke basketball and the
people who have made it a national legend—Vic Bubas, Eddie Cameron, Art Heyman, Mike
Krzyzewski, and many others.

illini ncaa tournament history: Illinois Media Guide, Women's Basketball , 2012

illini ncaa tournament history: Basketball David L. Porter, 2005-07-30 From its beginnings
at the turn of the 20th century to its pervasive presence in 21st-century America, basketball has
grown into an undeniably important sport. The 575 entries in this biographical dictionary present
concise narratives on the lives and careers on the most important names in basketball history.
Entries include both classic players such as Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and Bob Cousy as well as more
recently established and up-and-coming stars such as Carmelo Anthony, Kevin Garnett, and LeBron
James. Entries for coaches such as the Boston Celtics' Red Auerbach and Mike Krzyzewski from
Duke University present the figures who have shaped the game from courtside, while the inclusion
of female players and coaches such as Lisa Leslie, Diana Taurasi, and Pat Summitt show that
basketball is not just a sport for men. From its beginnings at the turn of the 20th century to its
pervasive presence in 21st-century America, basketball has grown into an undeniably important
sport. The 575 entries in this biographical dictionary present concise narratives on the lives and
careers on the most important names in basketball history. Entries include both classic players such
as Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and Bob Cousy as well as more recently established and up-and-coming
stars such as Carmelo Anthony, Kevin Garnett, and LeBron James. Entries for coaches such as the
Boston Celtics' Red Auerbach and Mike Krzyzewski from Duke University present the figures who
have shaped the game from courtside, while the inclusion of female players and coaches such as Lisa
Leslie, Diana Taurasi, and Pat Summitt show that basketball is not just a sport for men. This volume
is an ideal reference for students seeking easily accessed information on the greats of the game.

illini ncaa tournament history: Sports Trivia Devotional Dave Veerman, Livingstone
Corporation, Dana Niesluchowski, 2010 This devotional is an entertaining and engaging book that
combines highlights from classic and extreme sports with a fun, inspiring daily devotional thought
aimed specifically at tweens.




illini ncaa tournament history: Great Teams in College Basketball History Luke DeCock,
2005-12-14 Discusses ten of the greatestcollege basketball teams in the history of the game, and
explains what made each one great.

illini ncaa tournament history: Journal of the House of Representatives of the United States
United States. Congress. House, 2005 Some vols. include supplemental journals of such proceedings
of the sessions, as, during the time they were depending, were ordered to be kept secret, and
respecting which the injunction of secrecy was afterwards taken off by the order of the House.

illini ncaa tournament history: Turpin Times: An Illini Sports Scrapbook Jim Turpinn,
2012-01-31 In Turpin Times, Jim Turpin, the radio play-by-play voice of University of Illinois football
and basketball for the past 40 years, takes readers behind the scenes for an intimate glimpse of
players, coaches, and others associated with big-time intercollegiate athletics. Turpin follows the
Ilini through the 2001 football and 2001-2002 basketball seasons with flashbacks to other years,
other teams, and other memories and stories that only an insider would know. Turpin's tenure with
the Illini has spanned six basketball coaches, nine football coaches, eight Big 10 championships, 11
bowl games, 17 NCAA tournaments and three generations of Illinois fans. Read about Turpin's
favorite players, many of whom were not headline makers; the coaches he liked best-and worst; his
most memorable radio calls - not all were Illini victories. This is a rare opportunity to share Illini
history with an announcer who has lived it. Skyhorse Publishing, as well as our Sports Publishing
imprint, are proud to publish a broad range of books for readers interested in sports—books about
baseball, pro football, college football, pro and college basketball, hockey, or soccer, we have a book
about your sport or your team. Whether you are a New York Yankees fan or hail from Red Sox
nation; whether you are a die-hard Green Bay Packers or Dallas Cowboys fan; whether you root for
the Kentucky Wildcats, Louisville Cardinals, UCLA Bruins, or Kansas Jayhawks; whether you route
for the Boston Bruins, Toronto Maple Leafs, Montreal Canadiens, or Los Angeles Kings; we have a
book for you. While not every title we publish becomes a New York Times bestseller or a national
bestseller, we are committed to publishing books on subjects that are sometimes overlooked by
other publishers and to authors whose work might not otherwise find a home.

illini ncaa tournament history: The Golden Era of Amateur Wrestling: 1980S Reginald E.
Rowe, 2016-05-09 Wrestling is a nondiscriminatory sport where size and gender do not matter. It is,
without a doubt, the hardest sport in which to compete and boasts the best conditioned athletes in
the world. The 1980s produced a group of American wrestlers unmatched in history that included
eleven nominees to the NCAA 75th Anniversary Wrestling Team; thirty-three, four-time
All-Americans; seven of the top nine wrestlers in history; and five amateur wrestlers who accounted
for seven NCAA titles, three Olympic gold medals, six world gold medals, and forty-one United
States national championships. In his tribute to the Golden Era of Amateur Wrestling,
award-winning sportswriter Reginald Rowe shines a light on the eras most dominant athletes that
include Mean Gene (Mills) the Pinning Machine as he embarked on his quest for Olympic gold that
was ended by President Carter and launched an all-out war against an Iranian wrestler. Also profiled
is Andre Metzger, the winningest wrestler in history who warned the wrestling world of John
DuPonts insanity; Tim Vanni, also known as Mr. Perseverance; and Rick Stewart who pinned Dave
Schultz in the 1981 NCAA finals. Included are poignant remembrances of Schultz by men who
wrestled with and against him. The Golden Era of Amateur Wrestling: 1980s shares stories and
statistics that pay tribute to the greatest collegiate and international wrestlers ever produced in the
United States.
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