
if we must die analysis
if we must die analysis offers a profound exploration of the powerful themes, literary devices, and
historical context embedded in Claude McKay’s iconic poem. This analysis delves into the poem’s
urgent call for dignity and resistance in the face of oppression. Recognized as a significant work in the
Harlem Renaissance, the poem’s compelling language and structure are examined to reveal its
enduring impact on literature and social movements. The keyword-rich discussion covers thematic
elements such as courage, unity, and defiance against injustice. Additionally, the analysis highlights
McKay’s use of vivid imagery, metaphor, and classical form to evoke a sense of noble struggle. This
article provides a detailed breakdown of the poem’s historical background, literary techniques, and its
relevance in contemporary discourse. The following sections will guide readers through an in-depth
study of “If We Must Die,” enhancing understanding of its literary and cultural significance.

Historical Context of “If We Must Die”

Thematic Exploration in the Poem

Literary Devices and Structure

Symbolism and Imagery

Impact and Legacy

Historical Context of “If We Must Die”
The historical context of “If We Must Die” is essential to grasp the urgency and passion behind Claude
McKay’s words. Written in 1919, during the Red Summer—a period marked by intense racial violence
and riots across the United States—the poem responded directly to the brutal attacks on African
Americans. McKay’s work served as a rallying cry against the systematic racism and physical violence
inflicted upon Black communities. This context of social unrest and racial tension provides a backdrop
that informs the poem’s tone and message.

Red Summer and Racial Violence
The Red Summer of 1919 witnessed numerous race riots and lynchings, reflecting widespread racial
animosity and injustice. McKay’s poem emerges as a form of protest literature, encouraging resilience
and resistance. The poem’s call for fighting back “like men” resonates with the collective desire
among African Americans to assert their humanity and fight oppression.

Harlem Renaissance Influence
As a precursor to the Harlem Renaissance, the poem embodies themes of Black pride and
empowerment. McKay, a prominent figure in this cultural movement, used his writing to challenge



prevailing narratives of Black inferiority. “If We Must Die” encapsulates the spirit of the Harlem
Renaissance’s literary activism, blending artistic expression with social commentary.

Thematic Exploration in the Poem
The themes in “If We Must Die” are pivotal to understanding its message and emotional impact. The
poem confronts mortality, courage, and the fight against dehumanization. Central to the poem is the
theme of noble resistance in the face of inevitable death, emphasizing honor and dignity over
submission.

Courage and Defiance
One of the primary themes is courage in the face of oppression. McKay urges his audience to resist
passively succumbing to violence or injustice. Instead, he advocates for fighting “on,” even when the
odds are grim, highlighting the human spirit’s resilience and defiance.

Unity and Collective Strength
The poem emphasizes solidarity among the oppressed, suggesting that united resistance has greater
power. This theme reflects the historical necessity for collective action against systemic racism and
violence. McKay’s call for comradeship enforces the idea that strength lies in togetherness.

Honor in Death
Rather than portraying death as defeat, McKay dignifies it as a final act of resistance. The poem
suggests that dying with honor, fighting back against overwhelming odds, is preferable to dying like
“hunted and penned,” thus reclaiming agency in the face of mortality.

Literary Devices and Structure
Claude McKay’s masterful use of literary devices and classical structure enhances the poem’s
emotional weight and persuasive power. The poem is a Shakespearean sonnet, composed of fourteen
lines with a strict rhyme scheme, which lends a formal dignity to the urgent message.

Sonnet Form
The use of the Shakespearean sonnet form, with its three quatrains and concluding couplet,
juxtaposes the poem’s violent subject matter with a traditional, elegant structure. This formal choice
elevates the poem’s tone and suggests that the struggle for justice is both timeless and noble.



Rhyme and Meter
The poem employs iambic pentameter and a consistent rhyme scheme (ABAB CDCD EFEF GG) which
creates rhythm and emphasis. The structured meter reinforces the poem’s call for discipline and
resolve in the face of chaos and disorder.

Alliteration and Assonance
McKay uses alliteration and assonance to intensify the poem’s emotional resonance. For example,
repetitions of harsh consonant sounds mimic the brutality described, while vowel sounds contribute to
the poem’s musicality, enhancing its memorability and impact.

Symbolism and Imagery
Symbolism and vivid imagery permeate “If We Must Die,” creating a visceral experience that
communicates the poem’s themes with clarity and force. McKay’s imagery evokes both the physical
violence faced by the oppressed and their spiritual resistance.

Hunted and Pinned Imagery
The imagery of being “hunted” and “penned” conjures the cruel reality of racial violence, likening the
oppressed to animals trapped and cornered. This metaphor highlights the dehumanization inflicted by
racist aggression, setting the stage for the poem’s call to fight back.

Fight as Noble Struggle
Conversely, the poem uses imagery of fighting “like men” to symbolize courage and dignity. The
struggle is portrayed as a battle for honor, transforming the violent encounter into a heroic act. This
contrast between victimhood and heroism underlines the poem’s message of resistance.

Death and Immortality
The poem’s references to dying “noble” and “not like hogs” suggest that death in resistance
transcends physical demise, granting a form of immortality through honor and remembrance. This
symbolic meaning elevates the act of defiance beyond mere survival.

Impact and Legacy
“If We Must Die” has left a lasting legacy in both literary and social realms. Its powerful message and
memorable form have inspired generations of activists, writers, and readers to confront injustice with
courage and dignity. The poem remains a vital work in American literature and African American
cultural history.



Influence on Civil Rights Movement
The poem’s themes of resistance and solidarity influenced later civil rights leaders and movements.
Its call for dignified defiance helped articulate the ethos of fighting systemic oppression without
surrendering one’s humanity.

Place in African American Literature
As a hallmark of the Harlem Renaissance, “If We Must Die” occupies a crucial place in African
American literary tradition. It exemplifies how poetry can articulate social struggles and empower
marginalized voices through artistic expression.

Continued Relevance
Today, the poem’s themes resonate in contemporary discussions about racial injustice and human
rights. Its universal message about standing firm in the face of adversity ensures its ongoing
relevance across different contexts and generations.

Historical context rooted in racial violence

Themes of courage, unity, and honor

Shakespearean sonnet form with structured rhyme and meter

Powerful symbolism and vivid imagery

Enduring impact on civil rights and literature

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'If We Must Die' by Claude
McKay?
'If We Must Die' centers on the theme of resistance and dignity in the face of oppression, encouraging
courage and honor even when facing inevitable death.

How does Claude McKay use imagery in 'If We Must Die'?
McKay uses vivid and violent imagery to portray the brutality of oppression and the noble fight of the
oppressed, evoking strong emotional responses and emphasizing the poem's call to courage.



What historical context influenced the writing of 'If We Must
Die'?
'If We Must Die' was influenced by the race riots and racial violence of the early 20th century,
particularly the Red Summer of 1919 in the United States, reflecting the African American struggle
against systemic racism.

How does the structure of 'If We Must Die' contribute to its
impact?
The poem's Shakespearean sonnet form, with its strict rhyme scheme and meter, lends a formal
dignity and intensity to the message, enhancing the poem's powerful call for noble resistance.

What is the significance of the phrase 'If we must die' in the
poem?
The phrase 'If we must die' acknowledges the inevitability of death but transforms it into a rallying cry
for fighting back with honor rather than succumbing passively to violence or injustice.

How does 'If We Must Die' reflect the Harlem Renaissance
ideals?
The poem embodies Harlem Renaissance ideals by asserting African American pride, resistance, and
the demand for equality, using art and literature as tools for social change.

What literary devices are prominent in 'If We Must Die'?
'If We Must Die' features prominent literary devices such as metaphor, personification, alliteration,
and repetition, all of which reinforce the poem's urgent and defiant tone.

Why is 'If We Must Die' considered a powerful protest poem?
'If We Must Die' is considered a powerful protest poem because it directly confronts racial violence
and oppression, inspiring resilience and bravery, and has remained relevant as a symbol of resistance
against injustice.

Additional Resources
1. “If We Must Die: The Life and Legacy of Claude McKay”
This biography explores the life of Claude McKay, the author of the poem “If We Must Die.” It delves
into his role in the Harlem Renaissance and how his works, including this powerful sonnet, addressed
themes of resistance, racial pride, and dignity in the face of oppression. The book provides historical
context that enriches the understanding of the poem’s significance.

2. “Analyzing Resistance: A Critical Study of Claude McKay’s ‘If We Must Die’”
This academic text offers a detailed literary analysis of “If We Must Die,” focusing on its themes of



defiance and courage. It examines the poem’s structure, language, and stylistic devices, highlighting
how McKay’s message resonates with struggles for justice. The book also compares the poem to other
resistance literature.

3. “Harlem Renaissance Voices: Poetry and Protest”
This anthology includes “If We Must Die” alongside other key works from the Harlem Renaissance. It
provides critical essays that contextualize the poem within the broader movement of African
American cultural and political activism. Readers gain insight into how poetry served as a form of
protest during this era.

4. “Poetry of Protest: An Introduction to Political Poems”
This introductory book surveys various political poems, with “If We Must Die” featured as a prime
example of early 20th-century protest poetry. It discusses the poem’s impact on civil rights
movements and its enduring relevance. The analysis emphasizes how poetry can galvanize social
change.

5. “Themes of Defiance and Honor in ‘If We Must Die’”
Focusing on thematic exploration, this work dissects the motifs of honor, sacrifice, and dignity in
McKay’s poem. It interprets the call to stand bravely in the face of violence and oppression,
examining how these themes inspire collective resistance. The book also explores the poem’s
universal appeal beyond its historical moment.

6. “The Rhetoric of Fight: Language and Power in Claude McKay’s ‘If We Must Die’”
This study investigates the rhetorical strategies McKay employs to mobilize readers emotionally and
intellectually. It analyzes the poem’s persuasive elements, such as metaphor, alliteration, and
repetition, showing how they contribute to its powerful call to action. The book situates the poem
within the tradition of rhetoric used in social justice movements.

7. “Voices of Defiance: African American Poetry and the Fight Against Oppression”
This collection of essays examines how African American poets like Claude McKay expressed
resistance through verse. “If We Must Die” is highlighted as a seminal work that encapsulates the
urgency and resilience of Black voices confronting systemic violence. The book contextualizes the
poem within ongoing struggles for equality.

8. “Historical Contexts of ‘If We Must Die’: Race, Violence, and Resistance in Early 20th Century
America”
This historical analysis places McKay’s poem against the backdrop of racial tensions and violence in
the early 1900s. It explores how the poem reflects and responds to events such as race riots and
lynchings. The book provides readers with a deeper understanding of the social realities that shaped
McKay’s urgent plea for dignified resistance.

9. “From Page to Protest: The Enduring Power of ‘If We Must Die’”
This contemporary examination traces the influence of McKay’s poem through various social justice
movements up to the present day. It shows how the poem’s message continues to inspire activists
and artists worldwide. The book includes interviews, modern interpretations, and discussions on the
poem’s role in cultural memory.
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  if we must die analysis: If We Must Die Eric Robert Taylor, 2009-03-01 If We Must Die
examines nearly five hundred shipboard rebellions that occurred over the course of the entire slave
trade, directly challenging the prevailing thesis that such resistance was infrequent or insignificant.
As Eric Robert Taylor shows, though most revolts were crushed quickly, others raged on for hours,
days, or weeks, and, occasionally, the Africans captured the vessel and returned themselves to
freedom. In recounting these rebellions, Taylor suggests that certain factors like geographic
location, the involvement of women and children, and the timing of a shipboard revolt, determined
the difference between success and failure. Taylor also explores issues like aid from other ships,
punishment of slave rebels, and treatment of sailors captured by the Africans. If We Must Die
expands the historical view of slave resistance, revealing a continuum of rebellions that spanned the
Atlantic as well as the centuries. These uprisings, Taylor argues, ultimately helped limit and end the
traffic in enslaved Africans and also served as crucial predecessors to the many revolts that occurred
subsequently on plantations throughout the Americas.
  if we must die analysis: Analysis and Assessment, 1940-1979 Cary D. Wintz, 1996 Twenty-nine
collected essays represent a critical history of Shakespeare's play as text and as theater, beginning
with Samuel Johnson in 1765, and ending with a review of the Royal Shakespeare Company
production in 1991. The criticism centers on three aspects of the play: the love/friendship debate.
  if we must die analysis: If We Must Die Aimé J. Ellis, 2011-06-15 Investigates a variety of texts
in which the self-image of poor, urban black men in the U.S. is formed within, by, and against a
culture of racial terror and state violence. In If We Must Die: From Bigger Thomas to Biggie Smalls,
author Aimé J. Ellis argues that throughout slavery, the Jim Crow era, and more recently in the
proliferation of the prison industrial complex, the violent threat of death has functioned as a coercive
disciplinary practice of social control over black men. In this provocative volume, Ellis delves into a
variety of literary and cultural texts to consider unlawful and extralegal violence like lynching, mob
violence, and white riots, in addition to state violence such as state-sanctioned execution, the
unregulated use of force by police and prison guards, state neglect or inaction, and denial of human
and civil rights. Focusing primarily on young black men who are depicted or see themselves as bad
niggers, gangbangers, thugs, social outcasts, high school drop-outs, or prison inmates, Ellis looks at
the self-affirming embrace of deathly violence and death—defiance-both imagined and lived-in a
diverse body of cultural works. From Richard Wright's literary classic Native Son, Eldridge Cleaver's
prison memoir Soul on Ice, and Nathan McCall's autobiography Makes Me Wanna Holler to the hip
hop music of Eazy-E, Tupac Shakur, Notorious B.I.G., and D'Angelo, Ellis investigates black men's
representational identifications with and attachments to death, violence, and death—defiance as a
way of coping with and negotiating late-twentieth and early twenty-first century culture. Distinct
from a sociological study of the material conditions that impact urban black life, If We Must Die
investigates the many ways that those material conditions and lived experiences profoundly shape
black male identity and self-image. African Amerian studies scholars and those interested in race in
contemporary American culture will appreciate this thought-provoking volume.
  if we must die analysis: If We Must Die Karin L. Stanford, 2008-05-13 If We Must Die is a
narrative and compilation of commentaries by African American leaders, intellectuals, and average
citizens on wars fought by the United States. The book uses the rich material of political and social
commentary as it seeks to articulate the concerns, mood, and memory of African Americans in the
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context of global political realities. Organized chronologically, by America's major wars, If We Must
Die offers an impressively wide array of viewpoints from such diverse figures as Molly Pitcher,
Phyllis Wheatley, Frederick Douglass, Booker T. Washington, Ida B. Wells, Paul Robeson, Thurgood
Marshall, Martin Luther King, Jr., Malcolm X, Muhammad Ali, Colin Powell, Condoleezza Rice,
Barack Obama, and more.
  if we must die analysis: Analysis and Assessment, 1980-1994 Cary D. Wintz, 1996 Twenty-nine
collected essays represent a critical history of Shakespeare's play as text and as theater, beginning
with Samuel Johnson in 1765, and ending with a review of the Royal Shakespeare Company
production in 1991. The criticism centers on three aspects of the play: the love/friendship debate.
  if we must die analysis: Encyclopedia of the Harlem Renaissance: A-J Cary D. Wintz, Paul
Finkelman, 2004 From the music of Louis Armstrong to the portraits by Beauford Delaney, the
writings of Langston Hughes to the debut of the musical Show Boat, the Harlem Renaissance is one
of the most significant developments in African-American history in the twentieth century. The
Encyclopedia of the Harlem Renaissance, in two-volumes and over 635 entries, is the first
comprehensive compilation of information on all aspects of this creative, dynamic period. For a full
list of entries, contributors, and more, visit the Encyclopedia of Harlem Renaissance website.
  if we must die analysis: English Language Arts, Grade 7 Module 3A PCG Education,
2015-12-14 Paths to College and Career Jossey-Bass and PCG Education are proud to bring the
Paths to College and Career English Language Arts (ELA) curriculum and professional development
resources for grades 6–12 to educators across the country. Originally developed for EngageNY and
written with a focus on the shifts in instructional practice and student experiences the standards
require, Paths to College and Career includes daily lesson plans, guiding questions, recommended
texts, scaffolding strategies and other classroom resources. Paths to College and Career is a
concrete and practical ELA instructional program that engages students with compelling and
complex texts. At each grade level, Paths to College and Career delivers a yearlong curriculum that
develops all students' ability to read closely and engage in text-based discussions, build
evidence-based claims and arguments, conduct research and write from sources, and expand their
academic vocabulary. Paths to College and Career's instructional resources address the needs of all
learners, including students with disabilities, English language learners, and gifted and talented
students. This enhanced curriculum provides teachers with freshly designed Teacher Guides that
make the curriculum more accessible and flexible, a Teacher Resource Book for each module that
includes all of the materials educators need to manage instruction, and Student Journals that give
students learning tools for each module and a single place to organize and document their learning.
As the creators of the Paths ELA curriculum for grades 6–12, PCG Education provides a professional
learning program that ensures the success of the curriculum. The program includes: Nationally
recognized professional development from an organization that has been immersed in the new
standards since their inception. Blended learning experiences for teachers and leaders that enrich
and extend the learning. A train-the-trainer program that builds capacity and provides resources and
individual support for embedded leaders and coaches. Paths offers schools and districts a unique
approach to ensuring college and career readiness for all students, providing state-of-the-art
curriculum and state-of-the-art implementation.
  if we must die analysis: Analysis of the second book of Samuel with notes [&c.]. Thomas
Boston Johnstone, 1885
  if we must die analysis: Reason and Analysis Brand Blanshard, 2014-06-03 This is Volume II in
a series of seventeen on Metaphysics. Originally published in 1962, The Muirhead Library of
Philosophy was designed as a contribution to the History of Modern Philosophy under the heads:
first of Different Schools of Thought-Sensationalist, Realist, Idealist, Intuitivist; secondly of different
Subjects-Psychology, Ethics, Political Philosophy and Theology.
  if we must die analysis: Constructivism and the New Social Studies Geoffrey Scheurman,
Ronald W. Evans, 2018-07-01 The New Social Studies refers to a flurry of academic and commercial
activity during the 1960s and 1970s that resulted in the mass development and dissemination of



revolutionary classroom materials and teacher resources. In science as well as social studies, a spirit
of “inquiry-based teaching” filled the air during this time, resulting in the development of curricula
that were both pedagogically innovative and intellectually rigorous. “Constructivism and the New
Social Studies” contains a collection of classic lessons from some of the most successful projects of
the era, providing a resource of exceptional ideas and materials that have stood the test of time.
These revealing artifacts are presented with commentaries from some of the original directors of
major projects, including Edwin Fenton, Barry Beyer, and Suzanne Helburn. In addition to American
and World History, groundbreaking lessons are represented in Economics, Government, Sociology,
and Geography, including the Public Issues Series (Fred Newann), The Amherst History Project
(Richard Brown and Geoffrey Scheurman) and Teaching American History: The Quest for Relevancy
(Allan Kownslar, Gerald Ponder, and Geneva Gay), and Man: A Course of Study (Peter Dow). With a
Foreword by Jerome Bruner, the volume not only provides a resource of exceptional curriculum
ideas and actual materials, it also builds a lucid bridge between the theoretical ideas of
constructivism and the pedagogical principles of inquiry learning. With over 50 years of expertise
from curriculum history and social studies pedagogy, the editors make the case that “guided
inquiry” as presented in these projects was constructivist by design, offering a range of instructional
methods that begin with questions rather than answers and considers progress in terms of the
development of analytical skills and experimental habits of mind rather than the mere acquisition of
knowledge. Projects developed during the New Social Studies serve as both an interesting historical
archive of powerful curricular innovations as well as a treasure trove of actual lessons and materials
still useful in social studies classrooms striving to become more constructivist. The lessons and other
materials we chose should be relevant if you are an historian, researcher, theorist, or teacher of any
subject, but it will be especially significant if you are interested in the nature of social, civic, or
historical literacy in America, including how to teach for authentic achievement in those areas.
  if we must die analysis: A Black Man's Journey in America: Glimpses of Islam,
Conversations and Travels Muhammad Ali Salaam, Ma Salaam, 2011-08-16 One of the most
progressive movements for Freedom, Justice and Equality in African American history has been
Islam. Transported into America among the very first slaves, it has survived for four centuries under
the most difficult of circumstances. Yet, it has produced some of the most influential leaders among
Black Americans including Elijah Muhammad, Malcolm X, Imam Warithu Deen Mohammed, Louis
Farrakhan and many others. In A Black Mans Journey in America: Glimpses of Islam, Conversations
and Travels, I have placed my familys history within the context of that Islamic heritage. Further, I
have attempted to unravel the method through which African American Muslims were so often
forced to embrace as a means of survival.
  if we must die analysis: The Crisis of the Negro Intellectual Harold Cruse, 2005-06-30
Published in 1967, as the early triumphs of the Civil Rights movement yielded to increasing
frustration and violence, The Crisis of the Negro Intellectual electrified a generation of activists and
intellectuals. The product of a lifetime of struggle and reflection, Cruse's book is a singular amalgam
of cultural history, passionate disputation, and deeply considered analysis of the relationship
between American blacks and American society. Reviewing black intellectual life from the Harlem
Renaissance through the 1960s, Cruse discusses the legacy (and offers memorably acid-edged
portraits) of figures such as Paul Robeson, Lorraine Hansberry, and James Baldwin, arguing that
their work was marked by a failure to understand the specifically American character of racism in
the United States. This supplies the background to Cruse's controversial critique of both
integrationism and black nationalism and to his claim that black Americans will only assume a just
place within American life when they develop their own distinctive centers of cultural and economic
influence. For Cruse's most important accomplishment may well be his rejection of the clichés of the
melting pot in favor of a vision of Americanness as an arena of necessary and vital contention, an
open and ongoing struggle.
  if we must die analysis: A Long Way from Home Claude McKay, 2007 McKay's account of
his long odyssey from Jamaica to Harlem and then on to France, Britain, North Africa, Russia, and



finally back to America. As well as depicting his own experiences, the author describes his
encounters with such notable personalities as Charlie Chaplin, George Bernard Shaw, H. G. Wells,
Leon Trotsky, W. E. B. Du Bois, Isadora Duncan, Paul Robeson, and Sinclair Lewis.
  if we must die analysis: Rational Religion and Morals: Presenting Analysis of the
Functions of Mind, Under the Operations and Directions of Reason Thomas J. Vaiden, 1852
  if we must die analysis: Steps to English parsing and analysis, by E.M. and C.L. Ramsay E. M.
Ramsay, C. L. Ramsay, 1895
  if we must die analysis: Killing bin Laden: A Moral Analysis B. Strawser, 2014-10-02
Strawser examines several possible ethical justifications for the killing of Osama bin Laden and finds
nearly all of them wanting. One, however, he argues is sound: that bin Laden was liable to be killed
as a necessary and proportionate act of defensive harm on behalf of innocent people.
  if we must die analysis: An Introduction to Philosophical Analysis John Hospers, 1967 This
book provides an in-depth, problem-oriented introduction to philosophical analysis using an
extremely clear, readable approach. The Fourth Edition does not only update coverage throughout
the book, but also restores the introductory chapter Words and the World the most distinguished,
widely acclaimed feature of the first two editions.
  if we must die analysis: Modelling Natural Action Selection Anil K. Seth, Tony J. Prescott,
Joanna J. Bryson, 2011-11-10 Action selection is the task of doing the right thing at the right time. It
requires the assessment of available alternatives, executing those most appropriate, and resolving
conflicts among competing goals and possibilities. Using advanced computational modelling, this
book explores cutting-edge research into action selection in nature from a wide range of disciplines,
from neuroscience to behavioural ecology, and even political science. It delivers new insights into
both detailed and systems-level attributes of natural intelligence and demonstrates advances in
methodological practice. Contributions from leading researchers cover issues including whether
biological action selection is optimal, neural substrates for action selection in the vertebrate brain,
perceptual selection in decision making, and interactions between group and individual action
selection. This first integrated review of action selection in nature contains a balance of review and
original research material, consolidating current knowledge into a valuable reference for
researchers while illustrating potential paths for future studies.
  if we must die analysis: World Histories From Below Antoinette Burton, Tony Ballantyne,
2016-09-08 An emphasis on global structures and forces tends to privilege elites and their
accomplishments, especially in the grand narratives of student textbooks. This book is an antidote to
such studies and places 'ordinary' people and subordinated subjects at the heart of its analysis,
arguing that disruption and dissent are overlooked agents of historical change. The contributors
range from leaders in the field to rising stars, and cover themes including: - religious conversions -
political revolutions - labor struggles - body politics. Each chapter takes a global view of the topic at
hand, creating an accessible study of its subject from 1750 to the present day. World Histories From
Below has the potential to refocus our entire approach to teaching world history.
  if we must die analysis: Sexual Identities, Queer Politics Mark Blasius, 2021-02-09 In this
collection, political and public policy analysts explore the social concerns of lesbians, gays,
bisexuals, and the transgendered--what has come to be known as lgbt or queer politics. Compared to
the humanities and to other social sciences, political science has been slow to address this
phenomenon. Issues ranging from housing to adoption to laws on sodomy, however, have
increasingly raised important political questions about the rights and status of sexual minorities,
particularly within liberal democracies such as the United States, and also on an international level.
This anthology offers the first comprehensive overview of the study of lgbt politics in political
science across the discipline's main subfields and methodologies, and it spotlights lgbt movements in
several regions around the world. Focusing on the politics of sexuality with regard to the politics of
knowledge, the book presents a discussion of power that will interest all political scientists and
others concerned with minority rights and gender as well as with transformation in the relations
between public and private. The articles cover such topics as lgbt power in urban politics, the impact



of public opinion on lgbt life, means of effecting legal and political change in the United States, and
international differences in lgbt political activism. The authors represent a new cadre of political
scientists who are creating an interdisciplinary domain of research that is informed by and in turn
generates political activism. They are Dennis Altman, M. V. Lee Badgett, Robert W. Bailey, Mark
Blasius, Cathy J. Cohen, Timothy E. Cook, Paisley Currah, Juanita Díaz-Cotto, Jan-Willem Duyvendak,
Leonard Harris, Bevin Hartnett, Rosalind Pollack Petchesky, David Rayside, Rebecca Mae Salokar,
and Alan S. Yang.
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