
igbo culture and history

igbo culture and history represent a rich and diverse heritage intrinsic to one of Nigeria's largest ethnic groups.
The Igbo people are known for their vibrant traditions, complex social structures, and profound historical
contributions to West African civilization. This article explores the origins, customs, beliefs, and historical
milestones that define Igbo culture and history. From the early settlements and traditional governance
systems to festivals, language, and contemporary influences, the Igbo cultural narrative offers valuable
insights into the resilience and creativity of this community. Understanding Igbo culture and history is essential
for appreciating the broader cultural mosaic of Nigeria and the African continent. The following sections
provide a detailed overview of the key aspects of Igbo identity and heritage.
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Origins and Historical Background

Early Settlements

The origins of the Igbo people trace back to ancient times in southeastern Nigeria. Archaeological evidence
suggests that the Igbo have inhabited this region for thousands of years, developing distinct communities along
fertile lands and river valleys. These early settlements were characterized by farming, fishing, and trade, laying
the foundation for a complex society.

Historical Milestones

Igbo history includes significant events such as the rise and fall of powerful city-states and kingdoms,
involvement in trans-Saharan trade, and encounters with European colonial powers. The arrival of British
colonialism in the late 19th century had a profound impact on Igbo society, altering political structures and
introducing new economic systems. The Igbo also played a central role in Nigeria's fight for independence and
experienced major upheavals during the Nigerian Civil War (1967-1970), which shaped modern Igbo identity
deeply.

Social Structure and Governance



Clan and Family Systems

Igbo society is traditionally organized around extended family units known as kindreds or clans. These kinship
groups form the basic social fabric, providing support and defining social responsibilities. The family is
patriarchal, with elders holding significant authority and respect within the community.

Traditional Leadership

Governance in Igbo culture historically centers on a decentralized system with village assemblies, councils of
elders, and titleholders playing critical roles. Unlike many African societies, the Igbo did not rely heavily on a
centralized monarchy but preferred a republican form of leadership that emphasized consensus and communal
decision-making.

Village Assembly (Amala)

Council of Elders (Oha Ndi Igbo)

Titleholders and Chiefs (Ozo and Nze)

Age Grades and Societal Roles

Language and Literature

The Igbo Language

Igbo language is a major branch of the Niger-Congo language family and serves as a critical marker of identity.
It consists of numerous dialects spoken across various regions with a standardized written form used in
education and media. The language is tonal and rich in proverbs, idioms, and oral traditions.

Oral and Written Traditions

Igbo literature includes a vast array of oral narratives such as folktales, myths, and poetry, which have been
passed down generations. With colonial influence, written Igbo literature emerged, producing notable works in
fiction, drama, and historical accounts. The preservation of oral history remains vital in maintaining cultural
knowledge and values.

Traditional Beliefs and Religion

Spiritual Worldview

Igbo traditional religion centers on a belief in a supreme deity called Chukwu or Chineke, who is the creator of
all things. This monotheistic concept is complemented by the worship of lesser gods (Alusi), ancestral spirits,
and natural forces. Spirituality permeates daily life, influencing social norms and moral conduct.



Rituals and Practices

Religious practices in Igbo culture include sacrifices, libations, divination, and the observance of sacred
festivals. Priests, diviners, and community elders often mediate between the physical and spiritual worlds,
ensuring harmony and protection for the community.

Cultural Festivals and Celebrations

Major Festivals

Igbo culture is marked by numerous festivals that celebrate harvests, rites of passage, and religious
observances. These festivals serve to reinforce communal bonds and preserve cultural heritage. Notable
festivals include the New Yam Festival (Iri Ji), which honors the earth goddess and the bounty of the land.

Festival Activities

Festivals typically involve elaborate ceremonies, traditional music, dance, masquerades, and feasting. These
events provide opportunities for social interaction, artistic expression, and the transmission of cultural
values to younger generations.

New Yam Festival (Iri Ji)

Masquerade Festivals (Mmanwu)

Marriage and Naming Ceremonies

Age Grade Celebrations

Art, Music, and Dance

Traditional Art Forms

Igbo art is diverse and includes sculpture, pottery, weaving, and metalwork. Masks and carvings often have
spiritual significance and are used in rituals and ceremonies. The aesthetic principles emphasize symbolism,
craftsmanship, and connection to the natural world.

Music and Dance

Music and dance are integral to Igbo cultural expression. Traditional instruments such as drums, flutes, and
the ogene (metal gong) accompany dances that tell stories, celebrate events, or invoke spiritual presence.
Dance styles vary across regions but commonly involve energetic movements and group participation.



Contemporary Influence and Global Presence

Modern Cultural Adaptations

Igbo culture continues to evolve, blending traditional practices with modern influences. Urbanization,
education, and globalization have introduced new cultural dynamics, but many Igbo people actively preserve
their heritage through festivals, language promotion, and cultural organizations.

Igbo Diaspora

The Igbo diaspora is widespread, with communities in the United States, United Kingdom, and other parts of the
world. These diasporic groups maintain strong cultural ties through language, religious practices, and
cultural events, contributing to global awareness of Igbo culture and history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the Igbo people?

The Igbo people are indigenous to southeastern Nigeria. According to oral traditions and historical research,
they have lived in the region for thousands of years, with their origins linked to the ancient Nok culture and
other indigenous groups in West Africa.

What are some traditional Igbo cultural practices?

Traditional Igbo cultural practices include masquerade festivals (Mmanwu), the New Yam Festival (Iri Ji),
traditional marriage ceremonies (Igba Nkwu), and intricate rites of passage such as the Ichi scarification and
title-taking ceremonies.

What is the significance of the New Yam Festival in Igbo culture?

The New Yam Festival, known as Iri Ji or Ike Ji, is a major annual event that celebrates the harvest of new yams.
It symbolizes gratitude to the gods and ancestors for a bountiful harvest and marks the beginning of a new
farming season.

Who are some notable historical figures in Igbo history?

Notable historical figures include Nnamdi Azikiwe, Nigeria’s first president and a prominent nationalist; Chinua
Achebe, a world-renowned writer; and Ojukwu, leader of the Biafran secessionist state during the Nigerian Civil
War.

What role does the Igbo language play in preserving Igbo culture?

The Igbo language is central to preserving the culture, as it carries oral traditions, folklore, music, proverbs,
and rituals. Efforts to promote and standardize Igbo have helped maintain cultural identity among younger
generations.

How did colonialism impact Igbo society?

Colonialism introduced new political structures, Christianity, and Western education, which altered
traditional authority and social systems. It also led to economic changes and tensions that contributed to



events like the Nigerian Civil War.

What is the traditional Igbo governance system?

Traditional Igbo governance is largely decentralized, based on village councils, assemblies of elders, and title
holders. Leadership is often achieved through merit and age grades rather than hereditary kingship, though some
communities have kings known as Eze.

How is Igbo art and craft significant in their culture?

Igbo art includes wood carvings, bronze works, uli body and wall painting, and mask-making. These art forms
are used in rituals, festivals, and storytelling, reflecting spiritual beliefs and social values.

What was the role of the Igbo in the transatlantic slave trade?

The Igbo were among the ethnic groups affected by the transatlantic slave trade, with many individuals
captured and sold into slavery. This history has influenced diaspora communities and cultural memory.

How is modern Igbo identity expressed today?

Modern Igbo identity is expressed through a blend of traditional customs and contemporary influences, including
music, literature, fashion, festivals, and active participation in Nigerian politics and business.

Additional Resources
1. Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe
This classic novel explores the life of Okonkwo, a respected Igbo leader, during the period of British
colonialism and Christian missionary influence in Nigeria. It offers a profound insight into Igbo culture,
traditions, and the impact of colonial disruption. Achebe’s storytelling is celebrated for giving voice to
African perspectives and preserving Igbo heritage.

2. The Igbo World: An Anthology of Oral Histories and Cultural Narratives edited by Chidi Amuta
This anthology compiles a rich collection of oral histories, myths, and cultural narratives from various Igbo
communities. It provides readers with an immersive experience into the values, beliefs, and social structures that
define Igbo identity. The book serves as an important resource for understanding the diverse facets of Igbo life.

3. Igbo Civilization: Nri Kingdom & Hegemony by M. Angulu Onwuejeogwu
A comprehensive study of the ancient Nri Kingdom, considered the cradle of Igbo civilization, this book details
the political, religious, and social systems of early Igbo society. Onwuejeogwu draws on archaeological
evidence and oral tradition to paint a vivid picture of pre-colonial Igbo governance and culture. It is essential
reading for anyone interested in the origins of Igbo civilization.

4. A History of the Igbo People by Elizabeth Isichei
This scholarly work traces the historical development of the Igbo people from ancient times to the modern era.
Isichei examines social, economic, and political changes, including colonialism, Christian missionary activity,
and post-independence challenges. The book blends rigorous research with accessible writing, making it valuable
for both students and general readers.

5. Igbo Women and Economic Transformation in Southeastern Nigeria by Nkiru Nzegwu
Focusing on the role of Igbo women in society, this book explores their economic activities, social status, and
contributions to cultural preservation. Nzegwu highlights the intersection of gender, politics, and tradition in
shaping the experiences of Igbo women. The work sheds light on often underrepresented voices within Igbo history.

6. Myth, Literature, and the African World by Isidore Okpewho
While covering broader African themes, this book includes significant analysis of Igbo myths and storytelling



traditions. Okpewho explores how oral literature functions as a repository of cultural knowledge and a
means of social commentary. Readers gain a deeper appreciation for the narrative arts within Igbo culture.

7. Igbo Masks: The Oneness of Ritual and Art by Simon Ottenberg
This book delves into the rich tradition of mask-making and masquerade ceremonies among the Igbo people.
Ottenberg discusses the symbolic meanings, craftsmanship, and social roles of masks in Igbo rituals. It provides
valuable insights into the spiritual and aesthetic dimensions of Igbo cultural practices.

8. Colonialism and Its Impact on Igbo Society by Okwudili Eze
Eze critically examines the effects of European colonization on Igbo political structures, culture, and identity.
The book discusses resistance movements, adaptations, and the long-term consequences of colonial rule. It
offers a nuanced perspective on the transformation of Igbo society in the face of external pressures.

9. Igbo Traditional Religion and Beliefs by P.C. Emeka
This work provides an in-depth exploration of the religious beliefs, deities, and rituals practiced by the Igbo
people. Emeka emphasizes the continuity and evolution of traditional spirituality despite modern influences. The
book is a key resource for understanding the foundational role of religion in Igbo cultural life.
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  igbo culture and history: Things Fall Apart Chinua Achebe, 1996 Achebe's masterpiece tells
the story of Okonkwo, strongman of an Ibo village in Nigeria, as he witnesses the destruction of his
culture and the loss of his own place within it. Copyright © Libri GmbH. All rights reserved.
  igbo culture and history: West African Culture Dynamics B. K. Swartz, Raymond E.
Dumett, 2011-06-15 No detailed description available for West African Culture Dynamics.
  igbo culture and history: Igbo History Hebrew Exiles of Eri Omabala Aguleri, 2014-07-13 This
s an Igbo History book that has the first time told of how the people of the South East and the South
South Zones are Igbo. These are the Edo, the Itsekiri, the Urhobo, the Ijaw, the Ogoni, the Ika, the
Opobo, the Efik, the Anang, the Ibibio, the Ogoja the Obubra, the Owerri, the Anambra, the Udi, the
Ezeagu, the Nkanu, the Nsukka, the Akpoto, the Izza the Izzi, the Ikwo, the Ngwa, the Andoni, the
Ikwerre, the Ndokki and others are all Igbo. Every family in the South East and South South owe it a
duty to book for copies of this book for their children at home and abroad.
  igbo culture and history: Nigerian History, Politics and Affairs Adiele Eberechukwu
Afigbo, 2005 These essays attempt to focus the light of history,on Nigeria, Nigerians and their
contemporary,condition. The root idea here is that fundamental,to all historical works - that when
the mind,interacts with the past, the result is something,like a torchlight whose beam is focused on
the,present, thus enabling us to achieve a better,understanding of the problems which face
us.,Afigbo has probed deep into Nigeria's pastbringing out all the facets, all the elements and,all the
issues that are necessary to improve the,present.
  igbo culture and history: Anioma Don C. Ohadike, 1994 The subject is the history since the
10th century A.D. of a people of Nigeria who began to reclaim their usurped identity in the 1970s. In
a broader context, the study illustrates how certain decentralized (or small-scale) African societies
functioned in precolonial periods, how their settlements grew from a few individuals to tens of
thousands of
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  igbo culture and history: Mmanwu and Mission among the Igbo People of Nigeria Adolphus
Chikezie Anuka , 2018 The joy over the growth of Christianity in Africa is also a challenge to all
concerned to help Christianity take roots, ennoble and become one with the cultural life of the
numerous tribes of Africa. This missionary expectation is not yet fully realized in many local
churches in Africa. From these perspectives, Adolphus Chikezie Anuka inaugurates a new brand of
concrete, target-oriented emphasis on dialogical inculturation. In this book, the Mmanwu cultural
institution of the Igbo people of south eastern Nigeria stands in central focus, opening itself to the
influences of Christian values as well as speaking to the religious assumptions of Christianity. The
theoretical results of this research work and its practical pastoral suggestions are both enlightening
and appealing.
  igbo culture and history: Philosophy of Religion Ikechukwu Anthony Kanu, 2018-08-31 The
present work focuses on the major inquiries in philosophy of religion. This work is unique in its own
way, in the sense that it introduces something new to the corpus of literature that is often referred
to as philosophy of religion. It introduces themes in African philosophy of religion, which is an area
not often referred to in African philosophy, let alone in textbooks in philosophy of religion. As this
work opens a new aperture in the study of the philosophy of religion, it is hoped that it would
generate further interest in the study of African philosophy of religion.
  igbo culture and history: Resolving the Prevailing Conflicts Between Christianity and African
(Igbo) Traditional Religion Through Inculturation Edwin Anaegboka Udoye, 2011 For not integrating
initially some of the good elements in Igbo culture, many Igbo Christians have double personality -
Christian personality and traditional personality. They are Christians on Sundays but traditionalists
on weekdays. To combat such an anomalous situation, in imitation of Christ's effort at completing
what was lacking in the Jewish religion, author Edwin Udoye proposes radical inculturation. His
book equally contains many serious theological reflections such that it recommends itself to both
theologians and the scholars researching on the religions of the world. Udoye has therefore made a
very significant contribution worthy of commendation to both theological and religious studies.
  igbo culture and history: Afro-Igbo Mmad? and Thomas Aquinas’S Imago Dei Venatius
Chukwudum Oforka, 2016-06-25 In our modern and globalised world, the concept of human dignity
has gained a haloed status and plays a decisive role in assessing the moral integrity of every human
being. It provides a necessary foundation for the on-going human rights struggles. For the idea of
human dignity ensures that our ever-growing complicated world wears a human face and that
human beings are respected as absolute values in themselves. Afro-Igbo Mmad? and Thomas
Aquinas' Imago Dei: An Inter-cultural Dialogue on Human Dignity attempts to expand the discourse
on the concept of human dignity, which appears to have been parochially founded on the principles
of Western cultures and ideologies. To deparochialise this discourse, it proposes an inter-cultural
dialogue towards establishing common principles that define the foundation of human dignity, even
when the approaches of diverse cultures to this foundation differ. The Afro-Igbo Mmadu and Thomas
Aquinas' Imago Dei is, therefore, a model of such inter-cultural dialogue. It hosts a profound
dialogue between the concept of Mmad? among the Igbo people of eastern Nigeria (Africa) and the
concept of Imago Dei according to Thomas Aquinas of western European culture. The study
discusses the rich values in these cultural concepts and acknowledges them as veritable tools for
establishing human dignity as a universal and inalienable character of human beings. It,
nonetheless, highlights the low points in these cultures that are discordant with this universal and
inalienable character. The dialogue establishes that these two cultures could complementarily enrich
one another and in this way mutually augment their shortcomings towards a more globalised and
reinforced foundation of human dignity and the defence of the dignity of every individual human
being.
  igbo culture and history: A Place in the World , 2021-10-01 Local histories, written and
published by non-academic historians, constitute a rapidly expanding genre in contemporary
non-Western societies. However, academic historians and anthropologists usually take little notice of
them. This volume takes a comparative look at local historical writing. Thirteen case studies, set in



seven different countries of sub-Saharan Africa, India and Nepal, examine the authors, their books
and their audiences. From different perspectives, they analyse the genre's intellectual roots, its
relationship to oral historical narratives, and its relevance and impact in local and wider arenas.
Local histories, it turns out, pursue a variety of agendas. They (re)construct local and communal
identities affected by rapid social change. Often, they (re)write history as part of cultural and
political struggles. Openly or implicitly, all of them place local communities on the map of the world
at large.
  igbo culture and history: A Place in the World Axel Harneit-Sievers, 2002 Readership:
Historians and social anthropologists of Africa and India and all those interested in modern
intellectual history, in the interactions between orality and literacy, and in local/global and
local/state relationships.--BOOK JACKET.
  igbo culture and history: Igbo in the Atlantic World Toyin Falola, Raphael Chijioke Njoku,
2016-09-26 The Igbo are one of the most populous ethnic groups in Nigeria and are perhaps best
known and celebrated in the work of Chinua Achebe. In this landmark collection on Igbo society and
arts, Toyin Falola and Raphael Chijioke Njoku have compiled a detailed and innovative examination
of the Igbo experience in Africa and in the diaspora. Focusing on institutions and cultural practices,
the volume covers the enslavement, middle passage, and American experience of the Igbo as well as
their return to Africa and aspects of Igbo language, society, and cultural arts. By employing a variety
of disciplinary perspectives, this volume presents a comprehensive view of how the Igbo were
integrated into the Atlantic world through the slave trade and slavery, the transformations of Igbo
identities and culture, and the strategies for resistance employed by the Igbo in the New World.
Moving beyond descriptions of generic African experiences, this collection includes 21 essays by
prominent scholars throughout the world.
  igbo culture and history: Igbo Culture Reuben Eneze, 2016-01-26 The author presented his
book Igbo Culture in a most convincing way by quoting expert opinions on most of the issues he
discussed in the book. Through his carefully researched work and detailed analysis of facts, he
showed in the book that Igbo youths working hard like their ancestors can reform Igboland into a
new and better civilization by sifting the good aspects of Igbo culture into today's way of life. He
started his book by making a brief reference to the possible migration route of Igbo ancestors from
their earliest settlements in the forest region of Central Africa to their present-day settlement in
Southeastern Nigeria of West Africa. He also made a brief reference to the development of the Igbo
civilization through the period covering the Stone Age and Iron Age civilizations (pages 114). He
painted a clear picture of the cultural background of the community where he was born and brought
up and lived in for more than sixty years before he traveled to the United States of America. He
traced the more than twenty-six generations-deep lineages, beliefs, concepts, customs, and history of
Ihe Shikeaguma in Ntuegbe clan of Enugu State in Southeastern Nigeria as a sample core Igbo
culture community. He also delved into the historical links and social formation of this community,
with emphasis on genealogy, religion, settlement, language, government, law enforcement, defense,
seasons, festivals, and residential structures (pages 1583). He took his readers to Igbo thought on
God, self, family, human life, birth, death, spirit, human mind, and reincarnation (pages 85113). He
clearly documented the cultural products of Igbo thought, which can be seen in the formulation of
Igbo institutions with special reference to marriage, the extended family system, the social status
structure and title system, festivals, informal education, traditional law, community service, religion,
divination, and health-care services (pages 114202). He explained that the symbolism of various
articles and some spoken words in Igbo culture are products of Igbo thought. He referred to ofo
stick, kola nut, alligator pepper, spears, tribal face marks, body paint, white chalk, and the young
palm frond as symbols or instruments of Igbo philosophical expressions and concepts (pages
203214). He showed how Igbo culture and philosophy have been affected by the cultures of Igbo
neighbors in Nigeria and by other foreign cultures with special references to the following: (a)
Ugwuele civilization (a Stone Age culture)1,000,000 BC500,000 BC (b) Nri civilization (a ritualized
kingship system)AD 800AD 1700 (c) Aro civilization (slave trade and colonial era)AD 1700AD 1850



(d) Border civilization (slave trade and colonial era)AD 800AD1900 (e) External civilization (slave
trade and colonial era)AD 1700AD 2000 (pages 215238) The author concluded his work by making
an evaluation of Igbo culture. He carefully examined the oriented values of the Igbo and highlighted
those areas of Igbo culture that should be refurbished and reinfused into Igbo life by the Igbo
themselves in order to transform Igboland into a big theater of modern civilization (pages 239246).
  igbo culture and history: IGBO CONCOCTIONS Dr. Ope Banwo, The Legendary All-Natural
Recipes Of The Igbo Peoples Of Eastern Nigeria, Africa
  igbo culture and history: Introduction to Igbo Mythology for Kids Chinelo Anyadiegwu,
2023-01-24 Immerse yourself in the vibrant world of Igbo heroes, deities, creatures, folktales, and
myths, including Chineke the creator, Ana, Igwe, Anyanwu, Ekwensu, and more, plus the story of the
first mermaid, the legend of Udenolu the shapeshifting crow, and the story of the tortoise and the
Lion King. The first definitive collection of Igbo legends and traditions for kids, this book explores
the mythological origins of the Igbo people, the ancient Nri Kingdom, and Igbo cosmology before
delving into the Alusi, or the core Igbo deities. Following this introduction to the pantheon of gods
and goddesses, a collection of the most popular Igbo myths, folktales, and legends will immerse kids
in exciting stories of tricksters, shapeshifters, and heroes, including: The Wrestler Whose Back
Never Touched the Ground Ojiugo, the Rare Gem The Tortoise and the Birds, or The Origin Story of
Sea Turtles Ngwele Aghuli, Why the Crocodile Lives Alone How Death Came to Be And more! The
perfect book for kids who are fascinated by Greek mythology or love the Rick Riordan series,
Introduction to Igbo Mythology for Kids offers a fun look into the stories, history, and figures that
characterize Igbo culture.
  igbo culture and history: Readings for Amerigerian Igbo Samuel C. Obi, 2010-12-23
Readings for Amerigerian Igbo was written to be a legacy, road map and information source for
American-born Nigerian children (Amerigerians) who, unlike their Nigerian-born and raised parents,
did not get the chance to be born and raised in Nigerian culture. This generation has significant
language and cultural deficiencies with regard to their Nigerian root. This book was written to help
this later generation, and other like future generations, to understand better the nature of their root,
and what to do to help facilitate their connection to that root. A rootless human being often feels like
someone who dropped out of the sky with no known origin. Such a life has a tendency to bounce
around with little or no anchor. Often, people with that type of background have a tendency to lose
hope of striving, as they encounter difficult life problems in their new and emerging world. During
the 1970s and early 1980s, there was a mass exodus of Nigerian students to American colleges and
universities. Since then, most American-educated Nigerian graduates are forced to find jobs and
settle in the United States. Being relatively new in the United States, the Nigerian community is
emerging and discovering that there are problems associated with settling in the United State after
all. One of those problems deals with educating and acclimatizing their American-born children with
the ethos of life in the Nigeria that these parents left behind as students. Highlights of the book
include: history and background of Nigerians who studied in the United States; how Amerigerians
situation evolved; what has been done to help solve the problem; the realities of things and
inevitable challenges for Amerigerians; dealing with Amerigerians situation, i.e. what Amerigerians
can do; roses in our culture; and some helpful lessons to speaking the Igbo language.
  igbo culture and history: The Bleeding Continent Venatius Chukwudum Oforka, 2015-12-11
This book tells the story of the sorry state of Africa. Although it acknowledges how Europe especially
initiated and has surreptitiously maintained the ongoing predation on and the impoverishment of
Africa, its major attention is on Africas self-betrayal, how Africas political leaders and elites have
contributed in the present predicament of Africa. Beginning from the dishonourably sadistic roles
some of the kings, chiefs, and elites of Africa played during the slave trade era to the predatory
systems of governance many of their political leaders adopted after decolonisation and have
maintained to date, this book x-rays the internal factors that are also responsible for the poverty of
Africa. The author argues passionately, consequently, that only Africa can help Africa, not foreign
aid or any external intervention. He stresses that unless the cannibalistic system of governance in



many African states are reformed and systems that can stimulate and sustain economic growth
adopted, the disappearance of Africa is imminent.
  igbo culture and history: Igbo History and Society Adiele Eberechukwu Afigbo, 2005 A
stimulating and original account of the Igbo of Eastern Nigeria from ancient times to the present,
arranged into chapters paying attention to critical issues and themes. Professor Afigbo, a
pre-eminent scholar of the Igbo who lived and taught among them for more than 40 years, has
collected his experiences and scholarship into a synthesised historiography of the Igbo and their
place in the African diaspora.
  igbo culture and history: Worship as Body Language E. Elochukwu Uzukwu, 1997 The body
language or gestures of praise, adoration, contemplation, ritual dance, and care of the neighbor are
meaningful to the ethnic group; African Christians tune into these body motions to express the one
Christian faith. In Worship as Body Language, Father Uzukwu details how the patterns of the
African ritual assemblies and sacred narratives have merged with Jewish, Gospel, and early Church
traditions to create living Christian communities and liturgies.
  igbo culture and history: Nigeria, Nationalism, and Writing History Toyin Falola, Saheed
Aderinto, 2010 The second half of the 20th century saw the publication of massive amounts of
literature on Nigeria by Nigerian and non-Nigerian historians. This volume reflects on that
literature, focusing on those works by Nigerians in the context of the rise and the decline of African
nationalist historiography.
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