maya exhibit science center

maya exhibit science center showcases the rich history and advanced culture of the ancient Maya
civilization through an immersive and educational experience. This exhibit, typically featured in
prominent science centers, combines archaeological findings, interactive displays, and multimedia
presentations to provide visitors with a comprehensive understanding of Maya society, their
scientific achievements, and cultural legacy. By exploring the Maya exhibit science center, visitors
gain insight into the complex calendar systems, hieroglyphic writing, architectural marvels, and
astronomical knowledge that defined this pre-Columbian civilization. The exhibit often highlights
recent discoveries and ongoing research, connecting past and present in a dynamic setting. This
article will delve into the main features of the Maya exhibit science center, its educational
objectives, and the scientific and cultural themes it explores. The detailed sections below will guide
readers through the exhibit’s key components and the significance of its offerings.
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Overview of the Maya Exhibit Science Center

The Maya exhibit science center is designed to present an in-depth exploration of the ancient Maya
civilization through various scientific and cultural lenses. It serves as a hub where history,
archaeology, and science intersect, offering a platform for both education and research
dissemination. The exhibit typically spans multiple galleries or rooms, each focused on different
aspects of Maya life, including their political systems, religious practices, artistic expressions, and
technological innovations. By combining authentic artifacts with state-of-the-art display
technologies, the exhibit creates an engaging environment that appeals to a wide range of
audiences, from students to scholars and casual visitors.

Exhibit Structure and Layout

The layout of the Maya exhibit science center is carefully planned to take visitors on a chronological
and thematic journey. The initial sections often introduce the geographical context and early history
of the Maya people. Subsequent areas focus on key cultural elements such as language,



architecture, and agriculture. The final sections usually highlight scientific contributions and recent
discoveries. This structured approach ensures a coherent flow of information and maximizes
educational impact.

Collaborations and Sponsorship

The exhibit is frequently developed in collaboration with universities, museums, and indigenous
communities to ensure authenticity and inclusiveness. Sponsorship from scientific organizations and
cultural institutions supports the acquisition of artifacts, development of interactive components,
and ongoing research. These partnerships enhance the credibility and resource base of the Maya
exhibit science center.

Educational Objectives and Visitor Engagement

The primary purpose of the Maya exhibit science center is to educate visitors about the complexity
and sophistication of Maya civilization while fostering an appreciation for cultural heritage and
scientific inquiry. The exhibit employs diverse educational strategies to promote active learning and
critical thinking.

Learning Goals

Key educational objectives include:

e Understanding the historical timeline and geographic spread of the Maya civilization.
e Exploring the social, political, and religious structures of Maya society.
e Highlighting the Maya’s contributions to astronomy, mathematics, and writing.

e Encouraging awareness of archaeological methods and the importance of preserving cultural
heritage.

Engagement Strategies

To achieve these learning goals, the exhibit incorporates: interactive models, hands-on activities,
guided tours, and multimedia presentations. These elements encourage visitors to actively
participate in the learning process rather than passively observing. Special programs and workshops
for schools and families further enhance engagement and accessibility.

Maya Civilization: Culture and Society

The Maya exhibit science center delves deeply into the cultural and social aspects that defined this



ancient civilization, which flourished in Mesoamerica for over two millennia. Understanding these
components provides context for the scientific and artistic achievements showcased throughout the
exhibit.

Political and Social Organization

The Maya civilization was composed of numerous city-states, each governed by a king or ruler. The
exhibit presents the hierarchical structure of Maya society, including the roles of nobles, priests,
artisans, and farmers. Political alliances, warfare, and trade networks are also explored to illustrate
the dynamic nature of Maya political life.

Religion and Mythology

Religion played a central role in Maya life, influencing daily activities, governance, and architecture.
The exhibit highlights key deities, creation myths, and ritual practices, including ceremonies
conducted in elaborate temples and ball courts. Visitors learn about the symbolism behind Maya art
and the significance of the sacred calendar in religious observance.

Art and Architecture

The Maya left behind a rich legacy of artistic and architectural achievements. The exhibit features
replicas and original artifacts such as pottery, sculptures, murals, and stelae. Architectural displays
include models of iconic structures like pyramids, palaces, and observatories. These elements
demonstrate the Maya’s advanced engineering skills and aesthetic sensibilities.

Scientific Achievements of the Maya

The Maya exhibit science center emphasizes the civilization’s remarkable contributions to science,
particularly in astronomy, mathematics, and writing systems. These achievements distinguish the
Maya as one of the most intellectually advanced cultures of the ancient world.

Astronomy and Calendars

The Maya developed highly accurate astronomical observations that informed their complex
calendar systems. The exhibit explains the structure and purpose of the Tzolk’in (260-day) and Haab’
(365-day) calendars, as well as the Long Count calendar used to track historical dates. Interactive
displays often allow visitors to simulate celestial movements and calendar calculations.

Mathematics and Numerals

Maya mathematics featured the concept of zero, a significant innovation in ancient numeracy. The
exhibit showcases the vigesimal (base-20) numeral system and its applications in astronomy, trade,
and architecture. Mathematical inscriptions on monuments and codices demonstrate the practical



use of these concepts.

Hieroglyphic Writing

The Maya developed a complex system of hieroglyphic writing used for recording history, mythology,
and administrative records. The exhibit presents examples of glyphs and explains the methods used
by epigraphers to decipher them. Visitors may engage with interactive tools to learn basic glyph
reading techniques.

Interactive Displays and Multimedia Integration

Modern technology plays a crucial role in enhancing the educational impact of the Maya exhibit
science center. Interactive displays and multimedia presentations provide dynamic, immersive
experiences that bring Maya culture and science to life.

Hands-On Activities

Hands-on stations allow visitors to engage directly with reconstructions of Maya artifacts and tools.
These activities may include deciphering glyphs, assembling architectural models, or experimenting
with calendar calculations. Such participation deepens understanding and retention of complex
information.

Virtual Reality and Augmented Reality

Some exhibits incorporate virtual reality (VR) or augmented reality (AR) to recreate ancient Maya
environments. Visitors can virtually explore reconstructed cities, witness ritual ceremonies, or
observe astronomical events as the Maya would have seen them. This technology provides a vivid
context for the artifacts and concepts presented.

Documentary and Multimedia Presentations

Documentary films and interactive touchscreens provide background information, expert interviews,
and narratives that complement the physical displays. These multimedia elements cater to different
learning styles and enable visitors to explore topics in greater depth at their own pace.

Recent Archaeological Discoveries Featured

The Maya exhibit science center often incorporates the latest archaeological findings to keep the
content current and relevant. New discoveries shed light on previously unknown aspects of Maya life
and contribute to ongoing scholarly debates.



Newly Excavated Sites and Artifacts

Artifacts recently uncovered at excavation sites, such as ceramics, tools, and inscriptions, are
displayed to illustrate advancements in understanding Maya daily life and political history. These
items often provide fresh evidence about trade routes, social structures, or religious practices.

Technological Advances in Research

The exhibit highlights how modern technologies—such as LiDAR scanning, satellite imagery, and
chemical analysis—have revolutionized Maya archaeology. These methods have revealed hidden
cities, mapped extensive road networks, and provided insights into agricultural techniques.

Impact on Maya Studies

By featuring recent discoveries, the exhibit demonstrates the evolving nature of Maya scholarship.
This ongoing research not only enriches historical knowledge but also emphasizes the importance of
interdisciplinary collaboration in science and humanities.

Visitor Information and Accessibility

The Maya exhibit science center is designed to be accessible and informative for diverse audiences.
It offers a range of visitor services and accommodations to enhance the experience for all.

Hours, Admission, and Location

Details regarding opening hours, ticket prices, and the exhibit’s location within the host science
center are provided to facilitate planning. Group visits and special event bookings are also typically
available.

Accessibility Features

The exhibit includes accommodations such as wheelchair access, tactile models for visually impaired
visitors, and multilingual signage. Audio guides and captioned videos contribute to an inclusive
environment that respects different needs.

Educational Programs and Resources

Supplementary educational resources, including guided tours, workshops, and downloadable
materials, support formal and informal learning. These programs aim to extend the exhibit’s impact
beyond the visit and foster ongoing interest in Maya culture and science.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Maya Exhibit at the Science Center?

The Maya Exhibit at the Science Center is an interactive display showcasing the ancient Maya
civilization, including their culture, technology, and innovations.

Where is the Maya Exhibit located within the Science Center?

The Maya Exhibit is located in the anthropology section of the Science Center, featuring artifacts,
replicas, and educational materials about the Maya people.

What can visitors expect to learn from the Maya Exhibit?

Visitors can learn about Maya history, their advanced writing system, astronomy, architecture,
mathematics, and daily life through interactive displays and multimedia presentations.

Are there any special events or workshops related to the Maya
Exhibit?

Yes, the Science Center often hosts workshops, lectures, and cultural demonstrations related to the
Maya civilization as part of the exhibit programming.

Is the Maya Exhibit suitable for children and school groups?

Absolutely, the exhibit is designed to be educational and engaging for all ages, with activities and
guided tours tailored for children and school groups.

How long does it typically take to explore the Maya Exhibit?

Visitors usually spend about 45 minutes to an hour exploring the Maya Exhibit, depending on their
interest and participation in interactive elements.

Does the Maya Exhibit include any digital or virtual reality
components?

Yes, the exhibit includes digital displays and virtual reality experiences that allow visitors to explore
ancient Maya cities and rituals in an immersive way.

Are there any admission fees specifically for the Maya Exhibit
at the Science Center?

Admission to the Maya Exhibit is generally included with the general Science Center ticket, but
some special workshops or VR experiences may require an additional fee.



Additional Resources

1. The Ancient Maya: Exploring the Civilization

This book offers an in-depth look into the history, culture, and achievements of the Maya civilization.
It covers their advancements in astronomy, mathematics, and architecture, providing readers with a
comprehensive overview. Ideal for visitors to the Maya exhibit science center, it bridges ancient
knowledge with modern understanding.

2. Maya Astronomy and Calendar Systems

Explore the sophisticated astronomical observations and calendar systems developed by the Maya.
This book explains how the Maya tracked celestial events and used their calendars for agricultural
and ceremonial purposes. It includes detailed illustrations and comparisons to contemporary
science.

3. Decoding Maya Hieroglyphs: Language and Writing

Delve into the writing system of the Maya with this guide to their hieroglyphs. The book discusses
the discovery, interpretation, and significance of Maya glyphs, revealing insights into their history
and culture. Perfect for those interested in ancient scripts and linguistic science.

4. Maya Architecture: Engineering Marvels of the Rainforest

This title examines the impressive architectural techniques used by the Maya to build their cities,
temples, and pyramids. It highlights the engineering challenges they overcame and the scientific
principles behind their constructions. Readers gain an appreciation for Maya innovation within their
environmental context.

5. Maya Science and Technology: Innovations of an Ancient Civilization

Highlighting the scientific achievements of the Maya, this book covers topics such as agriculture,
medicine, and metallurgy. It explores how the Maya applied scientific knowledge to improve their
society and environment. The text connects ancient practices with modern scientific concepts.

6. The Maya and Their Environment: Ecology and Sustainability

This book focuses on the relationship between the Maya and their natural surroundings. It addresses
how they managed resources, adapted to environmental changes, and practiced sustainable
agriculture. The content is relevant to contemporary discussions on ecology and conservation.

7. Maya Mythology and Cosmology: Understanding Their Worldview

Discover the rich mythology and cosmological beliefs that shaped Maya culture and science. The
book explains how myths influenced their understanding of the cosmos, time, and human existence.
It provides context for many artifacts and exhibits found in science centers.

8. Archaeological Discoveries at Maya Sites

Detailing recent archaeological findings, this book showcases how excavations have expanded
knowledge of Maya civilization. It includes case studies from major sites and discusses the scientific
methods used in uncovering and preserving artifacts. A valuable resource for exhibit visitors
interested in field science.

9. Maya Mathematics: Concepts and Applications

This book explores the mathematical systems developed by the Maya, including their use of zero and
base-20 numbering. It explains how their mathematical concepts were applied in astronomy,
architecture, and daily life. Readers gain insight into the sophistication of ancient Maya numerical
science.
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maya exhibit science center: The Maya and Teotihuacan Geoffrey E. Braswell, 2004-03-01
Debate has been fierce about the date and extent of influence of the central Mexican culture of
Teotihuaca on the Maya. This volume, which aims to bring the debate up-to-date, comprises thirteen
essays that draw on recent archaeological evidence, particularly burials and ceramic assemblages,
to recreate the region's ethnicity during the Early Classic period. Evidence of interaction is also
found in carved monuments and architectural design. Includes an extensive bibliography.

maya exhibit science center: Perspectives on the Ancient Maya of Chetumal Bay Debra
S. Walker, 2016-10-04 Brings novel, synthetic insight to understanding a region that was a hub of
waterborne trade and an important locus of production for some of the Maya’s most valued
crops.--Cynthia Robin, author of Everyday Life Matters: Maya Farmers at Chan This one of a kind
volume shows us how important this region was to the ancient Maya with detailed and vivid
descriptions of sociopolitical and economic organization and their relation to the unique landscape
and geography of Chetumal Bay.--Laura J. Kosakowsky, author of Preclassic Maya Pottery at Cuello,
Belize Chetumal Bay is central to discussions of ancient Maya politics, warfare, economy, exchange
and communication because of its unique location. Although the ancient Maya invested prodigious
amounts of labor in the construction of road systems called sacbeob for communication and trade,
recent archaeological discoveries around Chetumal Bay in both Belize and Mexico reveal an
economic alternative to these roads: an extensive network of riverine and maritime waterways.
Focusing on sites ringing the bay such as Cerro Maya, Oxtankah, and Santa Rita Corozal, the
contributors to this volume explore how the bay and its feeder rivers affected all aspects of Maya
culture from settlement, food production, and the production and use of special goods to political
relationships and social organization. Besides being a nexus for long distance exchange in valuable
materials such as jade and obsidian, the region was recognized for its high quality agricultural
produce, including cacao, achiote, vanilla, local fruits, honey, and salt, and for its rich marine
environment. The Maya living on the fringes of the bay perceived the entire region as a single
resource procurement zone. Waterborne trade brought the world to them, providing a wider horizon
than would have been available to inland cities dependent only on Maya roads for news of the world.
The research reveals that trade relations played a central role in the organization of human social
life on Chetumal Bay. Contributors: James Aimers | Timothy Beach | Clifford Brown | Beverly A.
Chiarulli | Lisa G. Duffy | Dori Farthing | David A. Freidel | Elizabeth Graham | Thomas Guderjan |
Elizabeth Haussner | Linda Howie | Samantha Krause | Javier Lopez Camacho | Sheryl
Luzzadder-Beach | Marc D. Marino | Lucas R. Martindale Johnson | Heather McKillop | Nathan J.
Meissner | Emiliano Ricardo Melgar Tisoc | Susan Milbrath | Satoru Murata | Maxine Oland | Terry
Powis | Kathryn Reese-Taylor | Robin Robertson | Luis A. Torres Diaz | Araceli Vazquez Villegas |
Debra S. Walker

maya exhibit science center: Culture and Computing. Design Thinking and Cultural
Computing Matthias Rauterberg, 2021-07-03 The two-volume set LNCS 12794-12795 constitutes
the refereed proceedings of the 9th International Conference on Culture and Computing, C&C 2021,
which was held as part of HCI International 2021 and took place virtually during July 24-29, 2021.
The total of 1276 papers and 241 posters included in the 39 HCII 2021 proceedings volumes was
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carefully reviewed and selected from 5222 submissions. The papers included in the HCII-C&C
volume set were organized in topical sections as follows: Part I: ICT for cultural heritage; technology
and art; visitors’ experiences in digital culture; Part II: Design thinking in cultural contexts; digital
humanities, new media and culture; perspectives on cultural computing.

maya exhibit science center: The Adorned Body Nicholas Carter, Stephen D. Houston,
Franco D. Rossi, 2020-09-01 How we dress our bodies—through clothing, footwear, headgear,
jewelry, haircuts, and more—is key to the expression of status and identity. This idea was as true for
ancient Maya civilization as it is today, yet few studies have centered on what ancient Maya peoples
wore and why. In The Adorned Body, Nicholas Carter, Stephen Houston, and Franco Rossi bring
together contributions from a wide range of scholars, leading to the first in-depth study of Maya
dress in pre-Columbian times. Incorporating artistic, hieroglyphic, and archaeological sources, this
book explores the clothing and ornaments of ancient Maya peoples, systematically examining who
wore what, deducing the varied purposes and meanings of dress items and larger ensembles, and
determining the methods and materials with which such items were created. Each essay investigates
a category of dress—including headgear, pendants and necklaces, body painting, footwear, and
facial ornaments—and considers the variations within each of these categories, as well as popular
styles and trends through time. The final chapters reveal broader views and comparisons about
costume ensembles and their social roles. Shedding new light on the art and archaeology of the
ancient Americas, The Adorned Body offers a thorough map of Maya dress that will be of interest to
scholars and fashion enthusiasts alike.

maya exhibit science center: Department of the Interior and related agencies
appropriations for 1989 United States. Congress. House. Committee on Appropriations.
Subcommittee on Department of the Interior and Related Agencies, 1988

maya exhibit science center: Department of the Interior and Related Agencies Appropriations
for 1989: Institute of Museum Services United States. Congress. House. Committee on
Appropriations. Subcommittee on Department of the Interior and Related Agencies, 1988

maya exhibit science center: The Dead Tell Tales Maria Cecilia Lozada, Barra
O'Donnabhain, 2013-12-31 Honoring Jane Buikstra's pioneering work in the development of
bioarchaeological research, the essays in this volume stem from a symposium held at the annual
meeting of the Society for American Archaeology. Multiple generations of Buikstra's former doctoral
students and other colleagues gathered to discuss the impact of her mentorship. The essays are
remarkable for their breadth, in terms of both the topics discussed and the geographical range they
cover. The contributions highlight the dynamism of bioarchaeology, which owes so much to the
strong foundations laid down over the last few decades. The volume documents the degree to which
bioarchaeological approaches have become normalized and integrated into anthropological
research: bioarchaeology has moved out of the appendix and into the interpretation of
archaeological data. New perspectives have emerged, partly in response to theoretical changes
within anthropology, but also as a result of the engagement of the broader discipline with
bioarchaeology.

maya exhibit science center: Moon Coastal California Stuart Thornton, 2018-11-13 From
foggy cliffs and towering redwoods to warm sands and legendary surf, explore the best of the golden
coast with Moon Coastal California. Inside you'll find: Flexible itineraries including six days in
Central California, five days on the North Coast, and multiple road trip itineraries that can be
combined into an epic two-week Pacific Coast road trip Strategic advice for families, adventure
seekers, romantic getaways, outdoor enthusiasts, foodies, and more The top beaches for surfing,
wildlife viewing, solitude, scuba diving, snorkeling, hiking, and more Unique experiences and
can't-miss highlights: Soak up the solitude and rugged beauty of the North Coast beaches, or opt for
sun and sand in San Diego. Explore the world-class museums and plunging city streets of San
Francisco, sip your way through Napa and Sonoma, or gaze at skyscraping redwoods in Muir Woods.
Catch a wave in a classic surf town, explore sea caves by kayak, or hike winding cliffside trails. Feast
on local Dungeness crab, sample stouts at a coastal microbrewery, or find the best tacos in Los




Angeles Full-color photos and detailed maps throughout Expert advice from Monterey local and
surfer Stuart Thornton on where to stay, where to eat, and how to get around Background
information on California's landscape, plants and animals, history, and culture Handy tips for
international visitors, seniors, families with kids, LGBTQ+ travelers, and travelers with disabilities
With Moon Coastal California's local insight and practical know-how, you can plan your trip your
way. Hitting the road? Try Moon California Road Trip. Headed to the national parks? Check out
Moon Death Valley National Park or Moon Yosemite, Sequoia & Kings Canyon.

maya exhibit science center: Creating Exhibitions Polly McKenna-Cress, Janet Kamien,
2013-10-07 “This is a must-read for the nervous novice as well as the world-weary veteran. The book
guides you through every aspect of exhibit making, from concept to completion. The say the devil is
in the details, but so is the divine. This carefully crafted tome helps you to avoid the pitfalls in the
process, so you can have fun creating something inspirational. It perfectly supports the dictum—if
you don’t have fun making an exhibit, the visitor won’t have fun using it.” —Jeff Hoke, Senior Exhibit
Designer at Monterey Bay Aquarium and Author of The Museum of Lost Wonder Structured around
the key phases of the exhibition design process, this guide offers complete coverage of the tools and
processes required to develop successful exhibitions. Intended to appeal to the broad range of
stakeholders in any exhibition design process, the book offers this critical information in the context
of a collaborative process intended to drive innovation for exhibition design. It is indispensable
reading for students and professionals in exhibit design, graphic design, environmental design,
industrial design, interior design, and architecture.

maya exhibit science center: Atlantis and the Persian Empire ,

maya exhibit science center: A Guide to California's Historic Sites & Museums Deborah
Dinzes, 1993 No matter where you are in California, there's a lot to see and do. This book offers
insight into the popular (and some of the hidden) museums, tours and attractions. Brilliant
photographs, well written, and a great map make this the perfect travel guide.

maya exhibit science center: Consuming Habits: Global and Historical Perspectives on How
Cultures Define Drugs Jordan Goodman, Andrew Sherratt, Paul E. Lovejoy, 2014-04-08 Covering a
wide range of substances, including opium, cocaine, coffee, tobacco, kola, and betelnut, from
prehistory to the present day, this new edition has been extensively updated, with an updated
bibliography and two new chapters on cannabis and khat. Consuming Habits is the perfect
companion for all those interested in how different cultures have defined drugs across the ages.
Psychoactive substances have been central to the formation of civilizations, the definition of cultural
identities, and the growth of the world economy. The labelling of these substances as 'legal’ or
'illegal' has diverted attention away from understanding their important cultural and historical role.
This collection explores the rich analytical category of psychoactive substances from challenging
historical and anthropological perspectives.

maya exhibit science center: Consuming Habits Jordan Goodman, Andrew Sherratt, Paul E.
Lovejoy, 2005-07-26 This pioneering collection of original essays explores the rich analytical
category of psycho- active substances from challenging historical and anthropological perspectives.
Psychoactive substances have been central to the formation of civilizations and the growth of the
world economy. Consuming Habits describes how and why: tea and coffee replaced beer on the
breakfast tables of 18th century Europe in Islamic emirates at the turn of the century kola nuts
formed part of tax payments, and were given as gifts by so-called "big men' In 1902 opera singers
had their doctors prescribe them cocaine to aid singing the original version of "coca-cola' was
described as a "brain tonic.' This pioneering collection of original essays explores the rich analytical
category of psychoactive substances from challenging historical and anthropological perspectives.

maya exhibit science center: jeff Corwin: A Wild Life Jeff Corwin, 2009-09-03 A fascinating
look at the real Jeff Corwin! From growing up in an urban community near Boston, to falling in love
with snakes, to traveling to exotic places, to becoming a beloved Emmy Award-winning television
host of Animal Planet, this authorized biography will give readers a first-hand look at Jeff's amazing
and adventurous life. Based on extensive research and one-on-one interviews with Jeff, kids will get



an honest telling of Jeff Corwin's incredible journey from child nature enthusiast to naturalist and
animal specialist.

maya exhibit science center: Humanities , 1991

maya exhibit science center: Designing for Empathy Elif M. Gokcigdem, 2019-05-24 As
museums are currently shaping their tools for fostering empathy as an intentional outcome of
museum experiences, the idea of empathy-building is reshaping them as socially relevant institutions
that increasingly value diversity, accessibility, and equality. This is a non-linear, multi-layered, and
multi-dimensional transformation that requires multidisciplinary, cross-industry, and cross-sector
alliances for its sustainability. The potential of this collective transformation effort includes the
invention of unconventional, evidence-based, and sustainable solutions that can be scaled up beyond
the walls of traditional museums to all kinds of informal learning platforms to help eliminate the
empathy-deficit in our world. Designing for Empathy expands our understanding of empathy and its
potential for fostering compassionate worldviews and actions through a multidisciplinary exploration
in three parts: “The Object of Our Empathy” explores how we define and perceive the “Other;” “The
Alchemy of Empathy” introduces thirteen design elements of empathy that might lead to
transformative learning experiences; and “The Scope and the Spectrum of Empathy” highlights the
importance of positioning empathy as a cross-industrial shared value for the benefit of people and
the planet. Designing for Empathy will inspire and empower those who are interested in
intentionally designing for empathy to cultivate compassionate worldviews and actions that
celebrate and preserve the oneness of all people, the environment, and our planet.

maya exhibit science center: The Rough Guide to California Rough Guides, 2017-06-13 This
in-depth coverage of California's local attractions, sights, and restaurants takes you to the most
rewarding spots - from the Hollywood sign to the Golden Gate Bridge to the Redwoods - and
stunning color photography brings the land to life on the pages. With a beautiful new cover, amazing
tips and information, and key facts, The Rough Guide to California is the perfect travel companion.
Discover California's highlights, with expert advice on exploring the best sites, participating in
festivals, and exploring local landmarks through extensive coverage of this fascinating location.
Easy-to-use maps; reliable advice on how to get around; and insider reviews of the best hotels,
restaurants, bars, clubs, and shops for all budgets ensure that you won't miss a thing. Make the most
of your time with The Rough Guide to California.

maya exhibit science center: Maya Political Science Prudence M. Rice, 2013-08-28 How did
the ancient Maya rule their world? Despite more than a century of archaeological investigation and
glyphic decipherment, the nature of Maya political organization and political geography has
remained an open question. Many debates have raged over models of centralization versus
decentralization, superordinate and subordinate status—with far-flung analogies to emerging states
in Europe, Asia, and Africa. But Prudence Rice asserts that neither the model of two giant
superpowers nor that which postulates scores of small, weakly independent polities fits the
accumulating body of material and cultural evidence. In this groundbreaking book, Rice builds a new
model of Classic lowland Maya (AD 179-948) political organization and political geography. Using
the method of direct historical analogy, she integrates ethnohistoric and ethnographic knowledge of
the Colonial-period and modern Maya with archaeological, epigraphic, and iconographic data from
the ancient Maya. On this basis of cultural continuity, she constructs a convincing case that the
fundamental ordering principles of Classic Maya geopolitical organization were the calendar
(specifically a 256-year cycle of time known as the may) and the concept of quadripartition, or the
division of the cosmos into four cardinal directions. Rice also examines this new model of
geopolitical organization in the Preclassic and Postclassic periods and demonstrates that it offers
fresh insights into the nature of rulership, ballgame ritual, and warfare among the Classic lowland
Maya.

maya exhibit science center: National Journal , 2009

maya exhibit science center: Wearing Culture Heather Orr, Matthew Looper, 2013-03-15
Wearing Culture connects scholars of divergent geographical areas and academic fields—from



archaeologists and anthropologists to art historians—to show the significance of articles of regalia
and of dressing and ornamenting people and objects among the Formative period cultures of ancient
Mesoamerica and Central America. Documenting the elaborate practices of costume, adornment,
and body modification in Panama, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Honduras, Oaxaca, the Soconusco region
of southern Mesoamerica, the Gulf Coast Olmec region (Olman), and the Maya lowlands, this book
demonstrates that adornment was used as a tool for communicating status, social relationships,
power, gender, sexuality, behavior, and political, ritual, and religious identities. Despite considerable
formal and technological variation in clothing and ornamentation, the early indigenous cultures of
these regions shared numerous practices, attitudes, and aesthetic interests. Contributors address
technological development, manufacturing materials and methods, nonfabric ornamentation,
symbolic dimensions, representational strategies, and clothing as evidence of interregional
sociopolitical exchange. Focusing on an important period of cultural and artistic development
through the lens of costuming and adornment, Wearing Culture will be of interest to scholars of
pre-Hispanic and pre-Columbian studies.
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