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matthew chapter 2 questions and answers provides an insightful exploration
into one of the most significant chapters in the New Testament. This chapter
narrates events surrounding the birth of Jesus Christ, focusing on key
figures such as the Magi, King Herod, and the Holy Family’s flight to Egypt.
Understanding these events and their theological implications is essential
for biblical scholars, students, and anyone interested in Christian
teachings. This article presents a comprehensive set of questions and answers
designed to clarify the narrative, symbolism, and historical context of
Matthew chapter 2. Readers will gain detailed explanations about the visit of
the Wise Men, Herod’s intentions, and the fulfillment of 0ld Testament
prophecies, among other critical topics. The following sections will guide
through thematic questions, character analyses, and doctrinal interpretations
to deepen comprehension of this chapter’s message.
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Overview of Matthew Chapter 2

Matthew chapter 2 describes the early events following the birth of Jesus
Christ. It begins with the arrival of the Magi from the East, who seek the
newborn "King of the Jews." The chapter then recounts King Herod’s reaction,
his deceptive plan to find and kill Jesus, and the subsequent flight of
Joseph, Mary, and Jesus to Egypt to escape danger. Finally, it narrates their
return from Egypt after Herod’s death and their settlement in Nazareth. This
chapter is pivotal for understanding the fulfillment of Messianic prophecies
and the divine protection over Jesus during his infancy.

Purpose and Themes of Matthew Chapter 2

The chapter emphasizes themes of divine guidance, protection, and fulfillment
of prophecy. It reveals how God’s plan unfolds despite human opposition,
represented by Herod’s hostility. The journey of the Magi symbolizes the
recognition of Jesus by the Gentiles, highlighting the universal scope of his
mission. The chapter also sets the stage for Jesus' future ministry by
illustrating his early vulnerability and the providential care he receives.



Key Characters and Their Roles

Understanding the main figures in Matthew chapter 2 is crucial for grasping
the narrative’s depth and significance. Each character plays a specific role
that advances the story and conveys theological meaning.

The Magi (Wise Men)

The Magi are foreign scholars or astrologers who follow a star to find Jesus.
Their visit signifies the acknowledgment of Jesus as king beyond the Jewish
community. They bring gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, each
symbolizing different aspects of Jesus' identity—kingship, divinity, and
suffering, respectively.

King Herod

Herod the Great is portrayed as a paranoid and ruthless ruler who perceives
Jesus as a threat to his throne. His plot to kill the infant Messiah by
ordering the massacre of Bethlehem’s male children demonstrates the extent of
opposition Jesus faced from earthly powers. Herod’'s role exemplifies the
conflict between worldly authority and divine purpose.

Joseph, Mary, and Jesus

Joseph acts as the protective guardian, receiving divine warnings through
dreams that guide the Holy Family’s actions. Mary is the mother of Jesus,
embodying obedience and faith. Jesus himself is the central figure, whose
birth and early life fulfill divine prophecy and set the course for salvation
history.

Significant Events and Their Meanings

Matthew chapter 2 contains several key events that carry theological and
historical significance. These events highlight God's intervention and the
unfolding of prophecy.

The Visit of the Magi

The Magi’s journey is significant because it represents Gentile recognition
of Jesus as king. Their gifts carry deep symbolism, and their worship
indicates Jesus’ divine authority. This event also fulfills 0Old Testament
expectations of nations coming to worship the Messiah.

Herod’ s Deception and the Massacre of the Innocents

Herod’s request to the Magi to report Jesus’ location is a deceitful tactic
to eliminate a perceived rival. The massacre of male infants in Bethlehemn,

known as the "Massacre of the Innocents," fulfills Jeremiah’s prophecy about
weeping in Ramah, underscoring the suffering that accompanies the arrival of



the Messiah.

The Flight to Egypt and Return

Joseph’s divinely inspired flight to Egypt protects Jesus from Herod’s
violence. This journey echoes Israel’s history and fulfills Hosea's prophecy,
"Out of Egypt I called my son." The family’s eventual return and settlement
in Nazareth fulfill additional prophecies and demonstrate God’s ongoing
guidance.

Prophecies and Fulfillments

Matthew chapter 2 is rich with references to 0ld Testament prophecies,
presenting Jesus as the fulfillment of ancient messianic promises. The
chapter explicitly connects historical events to scriptural predictions,
underscoring the divine orchestration of Jesus’ early life.

Prophecy of Bethlehem as the Birthplace

The chapter references Micah 5:2, which foretells that the Messiah would be
born in Bethlehem. This prophecy grounds Jesus’ birth in a specific
geographical and prophetic context, affirming his messianic identity.

Fulfillment of Jeremiah’s Prophecy

The mourning and weeping in Bethlehem after the massacre of the innocents
fulfill Jeremiah 31:15. This prophecy highlights the tragic consequences of
Herod’s actions and connects Jesus’ birth to the broader narrative of
Israel’s suffering and hope.

Calling out of Egypt

The Holy Family’s flight to and return from Egypt fulfills Hosea 11:1, which
states, "Out of Egypt I called my son." This event symbolizes Jesus’ role as
the new Israel and God’s deliverance of his people.

Common Questions and Answers

This section addresses frequently asked questions related to Matthew chapter
2, providing clear and authoritative answers to enhance understanding.

Who were the Magi, and why did they visit Jesus?

The Magi were likely learned men from the East, possibly astrologers or
priests, who followed a star signaling the birth of a king. They visited
Jesus to honor him, offering gifts that symbolized his royalty, divinity, and
sacrificial death.



Why did King Herod feel threatened by Jesus?

Herod saw Jesus as a political rival because the Magi referred to him as
"King of the Jews." Herod’s insecurity and desire to maintain power led him
to attempt to eliminate Jesus by ordering the massacre of Bethlehem’s male
children.

What is the significance of the gifts brought by the
Magi?

The gifts have symbolic meanings:

e Gold: representing Jesus’ kingship.
e Frankincense: symbolizing his divine nature and priestly role.

e Myrrh: foreshadowing his suffering and death.

How does Matthew chapter 2 demonstrate God’s
protection of Jesus?

God protects Jesus through divine warnings given to Joseph in dreams, guiding
the Holy Family to flee to Egypt and avoid Herod’s murderous plans. This
supernatural intervention ensures Jesus’ survival and the fulfillment of
God’s salvific plan.

What lessons can be learned from the events in
Matthew chapter 27

The chapter teaches about divine guidance, faith in God’s promises, the
fulfillment of prophecy, and the reality of opposition faced by God’s
purposes. It encourages trust in God’s protection and highlights the
universal significance of Jesus’ birth.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Matthew Chapter 2°?

The main theme of Matthew Chapter 2 is the visit of the Magi, the flight to
Egypt, and the fulfillment of prophecies concerning the early life of Jesus.

Who visited Jesus in Matthew Chapter 2 and why?

The Magi, also known as the wise men from the East, visited Jesus to pay
homage to the newborn King of the Jews after following a star.



Why did King Herod want to find and kill Jesus in
Matthew Chapter 27

King Herod wanted to kill Jesus because he saw Him as a threat to his throne,
fearing the prophecy of a new 'King of the Jews' would undermine his rule.

How did Joseph protect Jesus from King Herod's plan?

An angel appeared to Joseph in a dream and warned him to flee to Egypt with
Mary and Jesus, which he did to protect Jesus from Herod's massacre.

What prophecy is fulfilled by Jesus' flight to Egypt
in Matthew Chapter 27

Jesus’ flight to Egypt fulfills the prophecy from Hosea 11:1, 'Out of Egypt I
called my son,' symbolizing God's deliverance of Israel and now Jesus as His
son.

What tragic event did Herod order after the Magi left
in Matthew Chapter 27

Herod ordered the massacre of all male children two years old and under in
Bethlehem, known as the Massacre of the Innocents, to eliminate the threat to
his throne.

Where did Joseph, Mary, and Jesus settle after
returning from Egypt?

After returning from Egypt, Joseph, Mary, and Jesus settled in the town of
Nazareth in Galilee, fulfilling the prophecy that Jesus would be called a
Nazarene.

Additional Resources

1. Understanding Matthew Chapter 2: A Question and Answer Guide

This book offers a comprehensive Q&A format that delves into the key events
of Matthew chapter 2, such as the visit of the Magi, the flight to Egypt, and
the massacre of the innocents. It provides clear explanations and biblical
context, making it accessible for both new readers and seasoned Bible
students. The guide also explores the theological significance behind these
narratives.

2. Matthew 2 Explored: Questions and Answers for Bible Students

Designed for Bible study groups and individual learners, this book breaks
down Matthew chapter 2 into manageable sections with thought-provoking
questions followed by detailed answers. It emphasizes historical and cultural
backgrounds to enhance understanding. Readers gain insights into the
fulfillment of 0ld Testament prophecies through the events described.

3. The Journey of the Magi: Insights from Matthew Chapter 2

Focusing on the story of the Magi, this book examines their significance,
motives, and the symbolism of their gifts as described in Matthew 2. It
includes Q&A segments that clarify common doubts and interpretations. The
narrative also discusses how this event connects to the broader message of



Jesus’ birth.

4. Flight to Egypt and Beyond: A Study of Matthew 2

This volume investigates the implications of Jesus’ family's flight to Egypt,
exploring historical, theological, and prophetic dimensions. Through a series
of questions and answers, it unpacks the meaning of this journey in relation
to 0ld Testament parallels and Jesus’ mission. It also reflects on the role
of divine intervention in the narrative.

5. Prophecies Fulfilled: Matthew Chapter 2 Explained

This book highlights the fulfillment of 0ld Testament prophecies found in
Matthew 2, such as those related to Bethlehem and the suffering of the
Messiah. Questions and answers guide readers to a deeper understanding of how
these prophecies are woven into the story of Jesus’ early life. The text is
enriched with cross—-references and theological insights.

6. Herod’s Decree and the Holy Family: Matthew 2 Questions Answered
Focusing on King Herod’s role and the tragic massacre of the infants, this
book addresses difficult questions about God’s providence and Jjustice. It
offers thoughtful answers that consider historical context and spiritual
lessons. This resource is ideal for readers grappling with challenging
aspects of the chapter.

7. The Star of Bethlehem: Exploring Matthew Chapter 2

This work investigates the astronomical and symbolic significance of the star
that guided the Magi, incorporating questions and answers that address both
scientific and theological perspectives. It provides an engaging exploration
of this mysterious phenomenon and its role in the nativity narrative.

8. Matthew 2 in Context: Historical and Theological Q&A

Providing a broader context, this book situates Matthew chapter 2 within the
historical and religious landscape of the time. The Q&A format helps readers
understand the political, social, and spiritual factors influencing the
events described. It is a valuable resource for those seeking a
multidimensional study.

9. Childhood of Jesus: Insights from Matthew Chapter 2

This book focuses on the early years of Jesus as portrayed in Matthew 2,
addressing common questions about his family, upbringing, and the dangers
they faced. Through clear answers, it sheds light on the significance of
these formative experiences for understanding Jesus’ identity and mission.
The text combines biblical exegesis with practical reflection.
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Answers series. Like other books in the series, it adopts a questions and answers pattern in
identifying and breaking down biblical truths in a way that will be easily understood and
internalised. In a spectacular method of using questions and answers, it unravels every message,
event, and character from all the chapters in the book of Matthew. The book consists of twenty eight
chapters, one for each chapter of the book of Matthew. The questions and answers are placed at the
end of each chapter to assess the degree to which the reader understands the chapter read as well
as how much of the details of the chapter they retained. The book makes the reader study every
chapter of the book of Matthew in two directions; the forward and reverse directions. The chapter of
the book of Matthew at the beginning of each chapter of this book is the first point of contact for the
reader which they have to read and understand what is contained in the chapter. After that are
questions from the chapter and answers at the end of the questions, with which the reader would
test their knowledge of what they had read in that chapter. These questions and answers segment
presents the reader with problems which points them back to the Bible for confirmation or further
studies (the forward and reverse directions). The approach to Bible studies presented in this book is
remarkable as it will take its reader a step above regular Bible reading to be fully grounded in the
details of the events and messages in the scriptures. The book is a tool that can challenge one's
knowledge of the scripture, serve as a Bible study guide and reveal vital information that might have
been overlooked or missed in the course of one's study of the scriptures.

matthew chapter 2 questions and answers: The Bible Blueprint Joe Paprocki, 2010-06 A
highly informative yet fun approach to understanding the world's all-time best-selling book It's
pretty hard to build a house if you don't know how to read a blueprint. In the same way, it's difficult
to develop your faith if you don't know how to read the Bible—or are reluctant even to open it. In
The Bible Blueprint, best-selling author and popular speaker Joe Paprocki cleverly uses a blueprint
metaphor to help Catholics gain a solid understanding of the structure and organization of the Bible,
and to help them build confidence in navigating its pages. Among other topics, Paprocki covers the
different genres of biblical writing, key figures in biblical history, and the methods Catholics rely on
to interpret the Bible. Readers are also shown how to consult commentaries, concordances, and
other valuable tools of Bible study to deepen their understanding of God's Word. Witty cartoons,
sidebars, and quizzes throughout the book keep the tone fun and engaging; eight perforated Bible
bookmarks are bound into the book. For the large number of Catholics who have never felt
comfortable with the Scriptures, and for any Catholic new to the faith, The Bible Blueprint serves as
an effective, nonthreatening introduction to God's Word, as well as a gateway to a deeper
relationship with Christ.

matthew chapter 2 questions and answers: QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS FROM THE BIBLE
Robert Gobelet, 2016-05-03 Do you have a question about God, Jesus, the Bible, or theology? Do you
need help understanding a Bible verse or passage? Are there any spiritual issues in your life for
which you need advice or counsel? Then this book is designed for YOU! With 100s of Questions and
Answers, Robert Gobelet details simple and yet deeply profound explanations of the Bible that can
help transform your life and lead you to a deeper relationship with Christ. God Bless you on your
Spiritual Journey.

matthew chapter 2 questions and answers: The Historical Jesus James H. Charlesworth,
2008 Abstract.

matthew chapter 2 questions and answers: Matthew's Gospel at the Point of a Question
Herbert Moninger, 1909

matthew chapter 2 questions and answers: Answers to Your Bible Version Questions David
W. Daniels, 2011 Did God preserve His words? Or does my Bible contain errors? If you believe God
preserved His words, where can you find them? History shows that there are two streams of Bible
texts, and they are not the same. Obviously, both of them cannot be correct. Respected linguist
David Daniels proves beyond a doubt how we can know the King James Bible is God's preserved
words in English. He answers many of the difficult questions the so-called experts throw against the
King James. Whether you want to defend the King James Bible or learn which Bible you can trust,




you will find the answers here.

matthew chapter 2 questions and answers: English poetry UP State (NEP) B.A Second
Semester Dr. Shiva Kant Tripathi, Dr. Ravi Kumar Yadav, 2024-06-01 Presenting the engrossing
poetry book in English meant especially for the second semester of B.A. studies at UP State (NEP).
Discover the depths of human emotions, subtle cultural differences, and lyrical expressions in this
carefully chosen collection, which will allow you to fully immerse yourself in the vast world of
literary talent. This extensive poetry collection has been painstakingly designed to correspond with
the B.A. syllabus.English literature for a second semester in accordance with the National Education
Policy (NEP) that Uttar Pradesh State has put into place. It provides a smooth learning experience
and deepens appreciation for the beauty of poem, making it a valuable tool for educators, students,
and poetry lovers alike. The book is appropriate for Purvanchal University Jaunpur students and is
produced by Thakur Publications Pvt. Ltd.

matthew chapter 2 questions and answers: Short Answers to Big Questions about God, the
Bible, and Christianity Clinton E. Arnold, Jeff Arnold, 2015-09-01 This accessible reference offers
short and to-the-point answers to fifty pressing questions people have about God, the Bible, and
Christianity, including - Are there errors or contradictions in the Bible? - Do science and faith
conflict? - Is hell a real place? - What will heaven be like? - Is it possible to prove God exists? - Why
did Jesus have to die? - Does God hate sex? - Do Christians have to go to church? - and many more
This book is for those who want a clear introduction to the essential teachings of Christianity to help
them grow in faith and in preparation to share the basics of Christian belief.

matthew chapter 2 questions and answers: A Jewish Christmas Story Frank Straight,
2010-01-15 In the first two chapters of his Gospel Matthew writes about the birth of the Messiah.
Did he intend for the narrative just to be used for childrens pagents and to provide ideas for lawn
decorations? Surely he had more serious purposes in mind, but sadly this beginning part of his
Gospel has been often trivialized down through the centuries. What important information was he
conveying? What issues facing his readers did he confront? Could Jesus of Nazareth, a place thought
to produce no good thing, really be the Messiah? Hadnt his birth actually been a scandal? Why
would wise men bring him gifts? How many wise men were there anyway? And that part about the
star; maybe it wasnt actually a star. A Jewish Christmas Story is a study guide which brings new
insights to a story with which many are familiar but one whose real meaning is seldom considered
seriously.

matthew chapter 2 questions and answers: Eschatology Michael Scantlebury, 2020-10-15
This book you are holding was being prepped for release at the end of 2019, but the Spirit of the
Lord interrupted my plans and asked me to hold off for the time being. After discussing this leading
with other men of God whose opinions I value, I decided to postpone its publication. Fast-forward
with me five months to one morning when the Holy Spirit woke me in the early hours. Do you
remember the day I asked you to pause your work on the book? He continued, What is happening
now-the Coronavirus pandemic-this is why I had you delay it. At the time, when I was first writing,
the chaos of COVID-19 did not exist, or at least, it was not yet made public. But the resulting global
lockdown has had many Believers, and even the unsaved, asking if this is the end of the world! The
spirit of fear and dread has gripped the hearts of so many; the Lord said to me: NOW is the time to
release this book!!! Imagine you are a time traveler who has traveled back to the 1800s. You meet
Abraham Lincoln and reveal to him that you have arrived from the 21st century. He might ask you
how people send messages in the 21st century; you could try to explain how the email system works.
How would you describe it? You're trying to communicate how fast an email really is delivered; but
you're trying to do it in a way that wouldn't totally blow his mind. Would you use imagery with which
he's familiar? Perhaps you would tell him it's like a postman riding his horse at 500 miles per hour.
Or, you might liken it to delivering a message by train from New York to LA in less than one day.
That's the conundrum we face when trying to understand difficult verses in the Bible, especially on
themes like eschatology. The prophetic writers of Scripture were limited to conveying God's
mysteries in language their readers would understand. Two to three thousand years later as we read



these prophetic Scriptures through a 21st century lens, it is possible to come up with strange,
speculative interpretations. This especially happens when we don't understand what those
Scriptures would have meant to a first century Believer, or to a Jew living in the time of the Old
Testament Prophets. The book before you delves deeper into this topic and much more, as it
presents you with a biblical view of eschatology.

matthew chapter 2 questions and answers: The Wesleyan Sunday-school magazine
[afterw.] The Wesleyan methodist Sunday school magazine , 1884

matthew chapter 2 questions and answers: Let Not Man Put Asunder Chris Christian,
2016-12-09 This book presents a biblical and historical view of marriage, divorce, and remarriage to
explore the heart of God on these subjects. It is intended to provide critical insights needed for
counselors to provide biblical based counseling for these difficult and challenging topics that lead to
lifelong fulfilling marriage relationships. Couples who are currently struggling in their marriage will
find encouragement and direction for building strong and vibrant marriages. Those that have been
divorced will find reason to believe that God can restore and reconcile the broken marriage
relationship better than it was in the beginning. Those that have been remarried following a divorce
will discover that they can find peace with God and now build a lifelong marriage that honors the
vows made with the new spouse.

matthew chapter 2 questions and answers: Evans's pupil teachers' Scripture questions
Thomas Evans (publisher.), 1897

matthew chapter 2 questions and answers: Here We Go Again Mark D. West, 2024-05-20
America is broken. Dissension, anger, and hopelessness, all describe the political feelings of many
Americans. Families and friendships are fractured. Our struggles seem to grow worse with each new
election as we hear the same old hype: This is the most important election of our lifetimes. These
realities apply to Christians and non-Christians alike. Yet, aren't Christians supposed to offer hope?
Sadly, there's little evidence that Christians have the answers for America's struggles. But there is
hope. In Here We Go Again an old approach is revisited. Christians are reminded of an
unconventional way of living, one that Jesus and his disciples taught and modeled for Christians to
follow. In thought-provoking ways, Here We Go Again practically applies the truth of Scripture to
many of today's most pressing political questions. Should a Christian vote for the lesser of two evils?
Is Christianity’s goal to transform culture or to Make America Great Again? How should a Christian
treat his political enemies? Can your vote thwart God's will? And more... InHere We Go Again you
will be challenged to realize that much of what you have been conditioned to believe, might be at
odds with Scripture.

matthew chapter 2 questions and answers: The new nation John Morris (author of The new
nation.), 1880

matthew chapter 2 questions and answers: Why Jesus? Betsy Cosmos, 2024-11-18 Jesus
said: “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” The
thinking person may ask: ¢ Isn’t that pretty exclusionary? ¢ If God is love, why does He allow only
one path? Jesus made startling statements that can cause us to wonder: * Do I have to love him more
than my family? Do I have to give up the fun things in life? ¢« Do I have to suffer? « Should I give
away everything I own to help others? ¢ Do I have to accept things that don’t make sense? If you're
an atheist or skeptic, these questions could push you away from Christianity. If you are a Christian,
you may feel guilty because you're not completely dedicated. The truth is, God has made it simple so
we don’t get lost on dangerous detours. Following Jesus offers life overflowing with riches, joy,
confidence and power; a fulfilling life with a heart bathed in peace. How did one man accomplish so
much for all of humanity? There are surprising details found in the Word of God that remain
unknown or misunderstood, even by pastors and faithful Christians. There are strange ideas that
Christians have adopted over the centuries that are not based on the truths in God’s Word. The Bible
is logical. It makes sense. Come and meet the man, Jesus, who is called the Savior of the world.
Discover Why Jesus?

matthew chapter 2 questions and answers: 90 Days of Spiritual Intimacy: A Devotional



Pattern for the Facilitation of Spiritual and Personal Transformation ,

matthew chapter 2 questions and answers: Rapture or Tribulation Richard W. Tow,
2022-04-04 We find ourselves in an hour that requires great spiritual preparation for the unique
dynamics that are still ahead for the church, Israel, and the world as it is and will be. I am thankful
for any and every resource that gives courage to godly men and women to see where the world is
going and embrace the unique role that the church serves this generation. Therefore, I am thankful
for Richard Tow and his timely service to the body of Christ in laboring to produce this important
book. A generation of believers, young and old, are searching for biblical truth with depth on the
subject of the return of Jesus because of the recent escalation of trouble and darkness. I highly
recommend that Richard’s book be a priority for any searching for a clearer sense of the “why
behind the what” of the timing of the Tribulation that precedes the Lord’s return. David Sliker
President, International House of Prayer University My friend and fellow minister for many years,
Richard Tow has written a must-read book if you are interested in eschatology. His comprehensive,
scholarly, non-dogmatic research of Scripture, and the positions held on the Tribulation and the
Rapture of the church, leave it up to the individual reader to decide for him or herself which view to
espouse. Rapture or Tribulation is the kindest, most thorough book I have read on the topic. Dr.
Loren Houltberg Professor, Author, and Regional Pastor for the Foursquare Church

matthew chapter 2 questions and answers: A History and Critique of the Origin of the
Marcan Hypothesis, 1835-1866 Hajo Uden Meyboom, 1993

matthew chapter 2 questions and answers: Jesus as Philosopher Runar M. Thorsteinsson,
2018-05-24 Jesus as Philosopher: The Philosophical Sage in the Synoptic Gospels examines the
possible ways in which the authors of the Synoptic Gospels, Mark, Matthew, and Luke, were inspired
by contemporary philosophical traditions about the ideal philosophical sage in their description of
their ideal human being, Jesus Christ. Runar M. Thorsteinsson considers the following questions:
How does the author in question speak of Jesus in relation to contemporary philosophy? Do we see
Jesus take on a certain 'philosophical' role in the Gospels, either by his statements and reasoning or
his way of life? In what way are Jesus' words and actions analogous to that of leading philosophical
figures in Graeco-Roman antiquity, according to these texts? Conversely, in what way do his words
and actions differ from theirs? While Thorsteinsson discusses a number of Graeco-Roman sources,
the emphasis is on the question of how these parallel texts help us better to understand the Gospel
authors' perception and presentation of the character of Jesus. While the fields of theology and
ethics are often intertwined in these texts, including the philosophical texts, Thorsteinsson's main
focus is the ethical aspect. He argues that the Gospel authors drew in some ways on classical virtue
ethics. The study concludes that the Gospel authors inherited stories and sayings of Jesus that they
wanted to improve upon and recount as truthfully as possible, and they did so in part by making use
of philosophical traditions about the ideal sage, especially that of Stoicism and Cynicism.
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