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worksheet answers
mccarthyism and the second red scare worksheet answers provide essential
insights into one of the most turbulent periods in American history. This
era, marked by heightened fears of communist infiltration and espionage,
profoundly influenced U.S. politics, society, and culture during the late
1940s and 1950s. Understanding the nuances of McCarthyism and the Second Red
Scare requires an examination of the political climate, key figures,
legislative actions, and the social consequences that ensued. These worksheet
answers serve as a valuable educational tool, helping students grasp the
complexities of anti-communist sentiment and government response. This
article explores the historical context, main events, and notable impacts
associated with McCarthyism and the Second Red Scare, providing comprehensive
explanations aligned with common worksheet questions. The following sections
outline the origins, major investigations, key personalities, and legacy of
this defining chapter in American history.
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Key Figures and Government Actions

Impact on American Society and Politics

Common Worksheet Questions and Answers

The Historical Context of McCarthyism and the
Second Red Scare

The period known as the Second Red Scare began shortly after World War II,
during a time when the Cold War intensified tensions between the United
States and the Soviet Union. The fear of communist subversion infiltrating
American institutions led to widespread suspicion and paranoia. McCarthyism,
named after Senator Joseph McCarthy, became synonymous with aggressive
investigations and accusations aimed at rooting out alleged communists. This
era was fueled by earlier events such as the Soviet atomic bomb test in 1949
and the revelation of Soviet espionage rings in the U.S. government. The
political environment was characterized by an obsession with national
security and the perceived threat of communist ideology undermining American
democracy.



Origins of the Second Red Scare

The Second Red Scare was influenced by multiple factors that heightened
anxiety about communist influence. These included the Chinese Communist
Revolution in 1949, the Korean War beginning in 1950, and high-profile
espionage cases such as those of Alger Hiss and Julius and Ethel Rosenberg.
Public fear was amplified by media coverage and government rhetoric that
portrayed communism as an existential threat. The House Un-American
Activities Committee (HUAC) played a pivotal role in investigating suspected
subversive activities during this time.

Defining McCarthyism

McCarthyism refers specifically to the tactics employed by Senator Joseph
McCarthy from 1950 to 1954, involving public accusations without proper
evidence and aggressive interrogations aimed at exposing communists. This
approach contributed to a culture of fear and repression, where individuals
in government, entertainment, education, and other sectors were blacklisted
or lost their jobs based on often unsubstantiated claims. The term now
broadly describes the practice of making unfair allegations or using fear-
mongering to suppress dissent.

Key Figures and Government Actions

The era of McCarthyism and the Second Red Scare was defined by prominent
individuals and significant government actions. These actors shaped the
direction and intensity of the anti-communist crusade, influencing public
perception and policy decisions.

Joseph McCarthy

Senator Joseph McCarthy of Wisconsin emerged as the most recognizable face of
the anti-communist movement. He gained national attention in 1950 by claiming
that numerous communists had infiltrated the U.S. State Department. McCarthy
chaired the Senate Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations, where he
conducted hearings that frequently relied on dubious evidence and aggressive
interrogation methods. His tactics eventually led to his censure by the
Senate in 1954 after the Army-McCarthy hearings exposed his overreach and
lack of credible accusations.



House Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC)

HUAC was a congressional committee responsible for investigating alleged
disloyalty and subversive activities. It targeted Hollywood, government
employees, educators, and labor unions. The committee’s hearings led to
blacklisting in the entertainment industry and widespread fear among
professionals who were compelled to testify or name suspected communists.
HUAC’s activities set the tone for the broader anti-communist efforts during
the Second Red Scare.

Legislative and Executive Measures

Several legislative acts and executive policies reinforced the anti-communist
agenda during this period:

The Smith Act (1940): Criminalized advocating the overthrow of the
government by force, used to prosecute communists.

The McCarran Internal Security Act (1950): Required communist
organizations to register with the government and allowed detention of
suspected subversives during emergencies.

Loyalty Review Program: Initiated by President Truman in 1947 to screen
federal employees for communist ties.

Impact on American Society and Politics

The effects of McCarthyism and the Second Red Scare extended beyond politics
into cultural and social realms. The pervasive fear of communism influenced
daily life, civil liberties, and the arts, leaving a lasting imprint on
American society.

Social Climate and Civil Liberties

The anti-communist crusade fostered an atmosphere of suspicion and
conformity. Many Americans feared association with leftist ideas or groups,
which could lead to accusations and investigations. This environment
compromised civil liberties such as freedom of speech and association.
Individuals were often pressured to testify against colleagues or friends,
leading to damaged reputations and careers. The widespread blacklisting in



industries such as Hollywood deprived many professionals of their livelihood
based on political beliefs rather than proven wrongdoing.

Political Repercussions

Politically, the Red Scare reinforced conservative and anti-communist
agendas, shaping U.S. foreign and domestic policy. It justified increased
military spending, interventionism, and intelligence gathering. The fear of
communist infiltration also influenced elections, party platforms, and
legislative priorities. However, the backlash against McCarthyism’s excesses
eventually led to greater scrutiny of government overreach and contributed to
the decline of the most aggressive anti-communist efforts by the mid-1950s.

Common Worksheet Questions and Answers

Worksheets focusing on McCarthyism and the Second Red Scare commonly include
questions designed to test comprehension of key facts, causes, consequences,
and historical figures. Below are examples of typical questions along with
concise answers that align with educational objectives.

Sample Questions

What was the main goal of McCarthyism during the Second Red Scare?1.

Who was Joseph McCarthy and what role did he play?2.

What government committee investigated suspected communists in3.
Hollywood?

How did the Second Red Scare affect civil liberties in the United4.
States?

What legislative acts were passed to combat perceived communist threats?5.

Sample Answers

The main goal of McCarthyism was to identify and eliminate communist1.
influence within the U.S. government and other institutions by
conducting investigations and making accusations.



Joseph McCarthy was a U.S. Senator who led aggressive inquiries into2.
alleged communist infiltration, becoming the most prominent figure
associated with the anti-communist movement.

The House Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC) was responsible for3.
investigating suspected communists in Hollywood and other sectors.

The Second Red Scare led to restrictions on civil liberties, including4.
violations of freedom of speech and association, as individuals were
investigated, blacklisted, or persecuted for alleged communist ties.

Legislative acts such as the Smith Act and the McCarran Internal5.
Security Act were enacted to criminalize communist activities and impose
government controls on suspected subversives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was McCarthyism during the Second Red Scare?
McCarthyism was a campaign led by Senator Joseph McCarthy in the early 1950s
that aimed to expose and eliminate alleged communists in the U.S. government
and other institutions, often using unsubstantiated accusations and
aggressive investigations.

What triggered the Second Red Scare in the United
States?
The Second Red Scare was triggered by growing fears of communist influence
and espionage following World War II, especially after events like the Soviet
Union’s acquisition of nuclear capability and the Korean War.

How did McCarthyism impact American society during
the Second Red Scare?
McCarthyism led to widespread fear, suspicion, and the violation of civil
liberties, including blacklisting, loss of employment, and public trials for
many Americans accused of communist sympathies.

What role did the House Un-American Activities
Committee (HUAC) play during the Second Red Scare?
HUAC investigated alleged communist activities in the U.S., particularly in
Hollywood and government, holding hearings and compelling witnesses to
testify, which contributed to the culture of fear during the Second Red
Scare.



What was the significance of the Rosenberg trial
during the Second Red Scare?
The Rosenberg trial involved Julius and Ethel Rosenberg, who were convicted
and executed for espionage for allegedly passing atomic secrets to the Soviet
Union, intensifying fears of communist infiltration.

How did the Second Red Scare affect the
entertainment industry?
Many actors, writers, and directors were blacklisted and barred from working
due to accusations of communist ties, severely impacting careers and
fostering self-censorship in Hollywood.

What was Senator Joseph McCarthy’s downfall?
Senator McCarthy’s downfall came after the 1954 Army-McCarthy hearings, where
his aggressive tactics were publicly exposed, leading to his censure by the
Senate and loss of influence.

How did the government justify actions taken during
McCarthyism?
The government justified actions by citing the need to protect national
security and prevent communist espionage during the Cold War, often
prioritizing perceived security over civil liberties.

What are common answers found on worksheets about
McCarthyism and the Second Red Scare?
Common answers include definitions of McCarthyism, causes of the Second Red
Scare, effects on American society, key figures like Joseph McCarthy, HUAC’s
role, the impact on Hollywood, and significant events like the Rosenberg
trial and Army hearings.

Additional Resources
1. "The Crucible" by Arthur Miller
This classic play is an allegory for McCarthyism and the hysteria of the
Second Red Scare. It dramatizes the Salem witch trials, drawing parallels to
the irrational fear and accusations during the 1950s. Miller explores themes
of mass paranoia, integrity, and the consequences of false accusations.

2. "Red Scare: A Study in National Hysteria, 1919-1920" by Robert K. Murray
This book provides historical context for the Red Scare phenomena, focusing
on the earlier wave of anti-communist sentiment after World War I, which
influenced the later McCarthy era. It details government actions and public



reactions to perceived communist threats. Murray’s analysis helps understand
the roots of the Second Red Scare.

3. "Many Are the Crimes: McCarthyism in America" by Ellen Schrecker
Schrecker offers a thorough examination of McCarthyism, detailing how the
fear of communism led to widespread violations of civil liberties. The book
discusses key figures, government policies, and the cultural impact of the
Red Scare. It is an essential resource for understanding the political
climate of the 1950s.

4. "Naming Names" by Victor Navasky
This investigative work delves into the Hollywood blacklist and the role of
informants during the McCarthy era. Navasky explores the ethical dilemmas
faced by those who testified before the House Un-American Activities
Committee. The book provides an insider's perspective on the personal and
professional costs of the Red Scare.

5. "McCarthyism: The Fight for America" by Albert Fried
Fried chronicles the rise and fall of Senator Joseph McCarthy and his
campaign against alleged communists in government and society. The book
analyzes McCarthy’s methods, the media’s role, and the eventual backlash that
ended his influence. It offers a comprehensive look at one of the most
controversial periods in American history.

6. "The Age of McCarthyism: A Brief History with Documents" by Ellen
Schrecker
This collection includes primary source documents, speeches, and government
records related to McCarthyism and the Second Red Scare. Schrecker provides
context and commentary that help readers critically engage with the era’s
historical documents. It is a valuable tool for students studying this
period.

7. "Worse Than McCarthyism: The Red Scare and Its Legacy" by John Earl Haynes
and Harvey Klehr
Haynes and Klehr examine the long-term effects of the Red Scare on American
politics and society. The book argues that some anti-communist measures had
lasting negative consequences beyond McCarthy’s downfall. It offers a nuanced
view of how fear shaped policy and public opinion.

8. "Blacklisted: The Film Lover's Guide to the Hollywood Red Scare" by Thomas
Doherty
Doherty explores the impact of McCarthyism on the film industry, focusing on
blacklisted actors, writers, and directors. He explains how the entertainment
industry was targeted and the cultural implications of censorship and fear.
The book is both a historical account and a tribute to those affected by the
Red Scare.

9. "Cold War Civil Rights: Race and the Image of American Democracy" by Mary
L. Dudziak
This book connects the Second Red Scare with the civil rights movement,
highlighting how Cold War politics influenced domestic race relations.



Dudziak argues that the fear of communism affected how America projected its
image abroad and addressed civil rights at home. It provides a broader
understanding of the era’s political tensions.
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circumstances under which it was possible to persecute and harass American citizens in the way
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dominated American politics then. However, the following section will focus on the aftermath of the
2nd World War, since several events in America's foreign policy transferred the anti-Communist
sentiments to being international concerns. Thus, the years directly preceding McCarthy's speech
will be examined in detail. Particular attention will be paid to McCarthy himself and the reasons for
his success. Finally, the essay will conclude by answering the question whether or not it is accurate
to describe the so-called 'Red Scare' as McCarthyism.
  mccarthyism and the second red scare worksheet answers: McCarthyism and the Red
Scare William T. Walker, 2011-03-03 This book is a must-read for anyone studying and researching
the rise and fall of Senator Joseph R. McCarthy and McCarthyism in American political life.
Intolerance in America that targets alleged internal subversives controlled by external agents has a
storied history that stretches hundreds of years. While the post-World War II Red Scare and the
emergence of McCarthyism during the 1950s is the era commonly associated with American
anticommunism, there was also a First Red Scare that occurred in 1919-1920. In both time periods,
many Americans feared the radicalism of the left, and some of the most outspoken—like
McCarthy—used slander to denounce their political enemies. The result was an atmosphere in which
individual rights and liberties were at risk and hysteria prevailed. McCarthyism and the Red Scare:
A Reference Guide tracks the rise and fall of Senator Joe McCarthy and the broad pursuit of
domestic Red subversives in the post-World War II years, and focuses on how American society
responded to real and perceived threats from the left during the first decade of the Cold War.
  mccarthyism and the second red scare worksheet answers: McCarthyism Brian
Fitzgerald, 2007 Discusses fear of communism in the United States during the Cold War.
  mccarthyism and the second red scare worksheet answers: McCarthy and the Fear of
Communism in American History Karen Zeinert, 1998 Karen Zeinert follows the rise and fall of
McCarthyism and anti-Communist hysteria from its roots in American-Russian relations of the early
twentieth century, through the Bolshevik Revolution and the American reaction, the witch hunt
atmosphere of the Cold War. She shows how the fearful climate of the post-World War II years
helped sustain the anti-Communist movement, despite its often awful tactics. The book also
examines how the age of McCarthy finally came to an end as the perceived threat of communism
began to fade with the decline of the Soviet Union.
  mccarthyism and the second red scare worksheet answers: Red Scare Michael Davis, AI,
2025-03-21 Red Scare explores the intense period of anti-communism in the United States,
examining how a nation founded on freedom became gripped by fear. The book delves into the rise
of McCarthyism, the policies implemented to combat perceived communist threats, and their
enduring impact on American life. It reveals how fear was weaponized in political arenas, leading to
the suppression of individual rights in the name of national security. A key insight is how the Red
Scare, fueled by genuine security concerns and political opportunism, significantly infringed upon
civil liberties and stifled dissent. The book's structure provides a clear narrative, starting with the
historical context and ideological underpinnings of communism and anti-communism. It progresses
by detailing McCarthy's tactics and the impact of his accusations, analyzing legislative actions like
the Smith Act, and assessing the Red Scare's lasting legacy on political discourse. By drawing upon
government documents, congressional records, and personal papers, Red Scare adopts a balanced
approach to provide a comprehensive understanding of this pivotal period in American history.
  mccarthyism and the second red scare worksheet answers: Nightmare in Red Richard M.
Fried, 1990-01-25 This book presents an engaging narrative about the many different people who
became involved in the drama of anti-communist fervor in America, passing chronologically from the
1930s, to the early years of the Cold War, through the peak of the McCarthy era, and beyond that to
the decline of the House Committee on Un-American Activities in the 1960s. Along the way, we meet
the familiar figures of that era--Senator Joseph McCarthy, Alger Hiss, the Hollywood Ten, and the
young Richard Nixon. But more importantly, perhaps, Fried also shows us how thousands of ordinary
people--from teachers and lawyers to college students, factory workers and janitors--were affected
by McCarthyism.



  mccarthyism and the second red scare worksheet answers: McCarthyism Charles River
Charles River Editors, 2017-01-26 *Includes pictures *Profiles the Alger Hiss case *Includes
testimony from HUAC hearings and McCarthy's hearings *Includes quotes from McCarthy about his
career *Includes online resources and a bibliography for further reading *Includes a table of
contents In 1947, at the start of the Cold War, President Truman tried to assure Americans who
were worried about Communists in government that he was not worried about the Communist Party
taking over the Government of the United States, but I am against a person, whose loyalty is not to
the Government of the United States, holding a Government job. They are entirely different things. I
am not worried about this country ever going Communist. We have too much sense for that.
Nonetheless, shortly after World War II, Congress' House Committee on Un-American Activities
(HUAC) began investigating Americans across the country for suspected ties to Communism. The
most famous victims of these witch hunts were Hollywood actors, such as Charlie Chaplin, whose
Un-American activity was being neutral at the beginning of World War II, but at the beginning of the
Cold War, many Americans had the Red Scare. Among the people called before HUAC, perhaps none
are as controversial as Alger Hiss. Hiss had graduated from Harvard Law, after which he worked as
a clerk for Supreme Court Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes, worked in the Roosevelt administration for
the Agricultural Adjustment Association, and was Head of the Carnegie Endowment for International
Peace. That background didn't exactly sound like one held by a Soviet spy, let alone a Communist,
but Elizabeth Bentley, a former Communist, notified the Committee about a suspected spy ring and
named several names, including Hiss. More notably, Hiss was also accused of being a Communist
and Soviet spy by an admitted Communist, Whittaker Chambers. HUAC was well in decline by the
time the '60s dawned, a fact so obvious that HUAC actually tried to restore its reputation by
changing its name to the Internal Security Committee in 1969. Nevertheless, a few years later, the
committee's authority was rolled into the House Judiciary Committee's, bringing to an end one of
Congress' most controversial chapters. Another factor was the disrepute the Red Scare fell into
because of the antics of Wisconsin Senator Joseph McCarthy. McCarthy had made waves in 1950 by
telling the Republican Women's Club in Wheeling, West Virginia that he had a list of dozens of
known Communists working in the State Department. The political theater helped Senator McCarthy
become the most prominent anti-Communist crusader in the government, and the Rosenberg case
only further emboldened him. McCarthy continued to claim he held evidence suggesting Communist
infiltration throughout the government, but anytime he was pressed to produce his evidence,
McCarthy would not name names. Instead, he'd accuse those who questioned his evidence of being
Communists themselves. McCarthy's rise made it possible for him to continue lobbing accusations
against people, but the Senator finally met his match when he went after the Army. As chairman of
the Senate Committee on Government Operations, McCarthy summoned decorated World War II
veterans and challenged their loyalty, and when he openly suggested World War II hero Brigadier
General Ralph W. Zwicker was a Communist during one hearing, the military had enough. In April
1954, the committee hearings were widely televised, and Americans watched Army members
demand that McCarthy name names and provide evidence. The Army's legal representative, Joseph
Nye Welch, repeatedly demanded that McCarthy produce the list of alleged Communists in the U.S.
Army and railed at the Senator: You've done enough. Have you no sense of decency, sir? At long last,
have you left no sense of decency? McCarthy was publicly and permanently repudiated. He would be
censured by Congress, and he would die just a few years later.
  mccarthyism and the second red scare worksheet answers: McCarthyism Jonathan
Michaels, 2017-04-21 In this succinct text, Jonathan Michaels examines the rise of anti-communist
sentiment in the postwar United States, exploring the factors that facilitated McCarthyism and
assessing the long-term effects on US politics and culture. McCarthyism:The Realities, Delusions and
Politics Behind the 1950s Red Scare offers an analysis of the ways in which fear of communism
manifested in daily American life, giving readers a rich understanding of this era of postwar
American history. Including primary documents and a companion website, Michaels’ text presents a
fully integrated picture of McCarthyism and the cultural climate of the United States in the



aftermath of the Second World War.
  mccarthyism and the second red scare worksheet answers: McCarthy's Americans M. J.
Heale, 1998 Was the communist witch-hunt unleashed by Senator Joe McCarthy an aberration, or
has red scare politics been an intrinsic part of American political life since the 1930s? Was
McCarthyism a populist or an elitist phenomenon? Was Senator McCarthy virtually irrelevant to the
phenomenon? McCarthy's Americans shows that some of the contending interpretations of
McCarthyism are mutually compatible and reveals the importance of pressures usually overlooked.
M. J. Heale's deeply probing study of McCarthy's hinterland in the American states demonstrates
that what is usually called McCarthyism was part of a political cycle that emerged in the 1930s and
took two decades to run its course. Heale also argues that much of the red scare dynamic came from
the big cities and the white South. It was here that a range of interests exhibiting a fundamentalist
fury with the changing times that the political order had fashioned during the New Deal years rested
on fragile foundations. Defying the consensus liberalism of the 1950s, McCarthy and, more
important, the many little McCarthys in the states kept alive a brand of right-wing politics, preparing
the way for George Wallace in the 1960s and the revitalized conservatism of Richard Nixon in the
1970s and Ronald Reagan in the 1980s.
  mccarthyism and the second red scare worksheet answers: McCarthyism and the
Communist Scare in United States History Karen Zeinert, 2014-12-15 Author Karen Zeinert follows
the rise and fall of McCarthyism and anti-Communist hysteria in the United States from its roots in
the straining of American-Soviet relations after the Bolshevik Revolution and how it led to the witch
hunt atmosphere of the Cold War. Zeinert details the fearful climate of the post-World War II years
and how those like McCarthy took advantage to sustain an anti-Communist movement, smearing the
reputations of many innocent Americans. The author also examines how the age of McCarthyism
finally came to an end as the perceived threat of communism faded when the Soviet Union declined.
  mccarthyism and the second red scare worksheet answers: McCarthyism and the Red
Scare Heather C. Hudak, 2018 Politically and socially, the decade from 1947 to 1956 marked an era
of repression and fear. McCarthyism was a practice named for the blustery U.S. Senator Joseph
McCarthy. Known for his reckless and unsubstantiated accusations, he led a campaign to root out
real and imagined subversives in American society. Packed with enlightening primary and secondary
source material, McCarthyism and the Red Scare examines topical issues to help readers think
critically about such concepts as freedom, Constitutional rights, blacklisting, and personal and state
ideology.--Provided by publisher.
  mccarthyism and the second red scare worksheet answers: Gale Researcher Guide for:
McCarthyism Emilie Raymond, 2018-09-28 Gale Researcher Guide for: McCarthyism is selected
from Gale's academic platform Gale Researcher. These study guides provide peer-reviewed articles
that allow students early success in finding scholarly materials and to gain the confidence and
vocabulary needed to pursue deeper research.
  mccarthyism and the second red scare worksheet answers: McCarthyism and the
Communist Threat Kevin Hillstrom, 2011 Provides a detailed account of Senator Joseph McCarthy
and his anti-Communist witch hunts of the 1950s. Also explores the how the McCarthy era shaped
the trajectory of American politics and culture for decades to come. Includes a narrative overview,
biographical profiles, primary source documents, and other helpful features.
  mccarthyism and the second red scare worksheet answers: Jewish Organizations'
Response to Communism and to Senator McCarthy Aviva Weingarten, 2008 In February 1950,
Senator Joseph McCarthy launched an anti-communist that lasted for more than four years. His
attempts to unmask communists in the American administration and governmental agencies gave
rise to actions that infringed on democratic procedure and civil liberties. As the Cold War grew, fear
of communism at home and abroad meant that minorities were particularly under threat, as tensions
and frustrations were channelled towards the handiest scapegoats. American Jewish organizations,
who were having to come to terms with the Holocaust in Europe, were forced to contend with the
real possibility of a serious anti-Semitic outburst at home. Jewish presence in the American



Communist Party was conspicuous; although the overwhelming majority of Jewish Americans did not
sympathise with its politics, there was concern that anti-communism would develop into
anti-Semitism. McCarthy's anti-communist campaign endangered the very civil liberties that
protected minorities, but criticism of McCarthy and his actions could be interpreted as support for
communism. In order to convey the message that Jews were patriotic Americans concerned about
both national security and civil liberties, Jewish organizations chose to present a united front, whilst
also cooperating with non-sectarian American bodies. By doing so they professed an alternative
anti-communism to the hardline McCarthy. This book sheds new light on McCarthy's attitudes to the
Jews, to the Jewish organizations and to the Jewish individuals identified with communism.
  mccarthyism and the second red scare worksheet answers: Red Scare Clay Risen,
2025-03-18 Tells the story of McCarthyism and the Red Scare--based in part on newly declassified
sources--by an award-winning writer of history and New York Times reporter--
  mccarthyism and the second red scare worksheet answers: McCarthy Roy M. Cohn, 1968
Account of the life and career of the late U.S. Senator from Wisconsin based on the author's years of
personal association with his anti-Communist activities.
  mccarthyism and the second red scare worksheet answers: American Anti-Communism and
the Rise of McCarthyism Jake Taylor, 2021 With the conclusion of the Second World War, the global
balance of power had shifted away from historically powerful European nations like France and the
United Kingdom to one in which both the Eastern and Western hemispheres became the desired
sphere of influence of the United States, which was finally peaking as a world power in the wake of
the destruction of its traditional European allies, and of the Soviet Union, whose thirst for revenge
allowed the Red Army to push the Nazi war machine all the way back to Berlin. With Europe largely
left in ruins, both members of the government and the public at large grew to view Soviet-sponsored
Communism as the greatest threat facing the free world. These fears of a Communist menace would
slowly morph into an era-defining political witch hunt led by Joseph McCarthy, a junior Senator from
Wisconsin. McCarthyism, as it would go on to be called, and the practices associated with it became
commonplace in American politics. Targeted harassment of suspected Communists, black-listings,
mass imprisonment of party leaders, and drawn-out public trials coupled with intense media scrutiny
marked a period in United States history where Communism was ominously feared as the most
dangerous enemy left to stand against Western civilization. Despite the seemingly rapid ascent to
national infamy that Communism experienced, the seeds for the Second Red Scare were planted
long before Senator McCarthy ever claimed to know of Communist agents working in the state
department. The general fearfulness of Bolshevism, a radical form of Marxism, in the early 20th
century contributed to the first national episode targeting those who subscribed to that ulterior train
of thought. The First Red Scare was a period in which various social movements, particularly those
involved in labor and workers’ rights, were targeted as being associated with and led by those who
were sympathetic to the newly formed Soviet Union and its radical government. While the methods
employed by Anti-Communists slightly differed from those that were used during the Red Scare in
1919, the feelings and attitudes that drove both movements were identical. In both instances,
opportunistic politicians capitalized on widespread xenophobia and sensationalist media coverage to
target what the general public was led to believe was a serious threat to American society.
  mccarthyism and the second red scare worksheet answers: The McCarthy Hearings Nick
Rebman, 2025-01-01 This book explores the McCarthy hearings, providing an engaging overview of
how these Cold War–era hearings unfolded and the legacy they left behind. Short paragraphs
provide easy-to-read text, while vivid photographs make each book engaging and accessible.
  mccarthyism and the second red scare worksheet answers: Anti-Communism and
McCarthyism in the United States André Kaenel, 1995
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McCarthyism - Wikipedia Many factors contributed to McCarthyism, some of them with roots in
the First Red Scare (1917–20), inspired by communism's emergence as a recognized political force
and
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