mccoy pottery value guide

mccoy pottery value guide serves as an essential resource for collectors,
antique enthusiasts, and sellers interested in understanding the worth of
McCoy pottery pieces. Known for their charming designs and historical
significance, McCoy pottery items have become highly collectible, making it
vital to accurately assess their value. This guide will explore the history
of McCoy pottery, key identifying features, factors influencing value, and
tips for appraising and selling these ceramics. Whether you own a rare vase,
cookie jar, or planter, this comprehensive overview will help you navigate
the complexities of the McCoy pottery market. Additionally, insights into
popular collections and market trends will assist in making informed
decisions. The following sections provide a structured approach to mastering
the McCoy pottery value guide.

History of McCoy Pottery

Identifying McCoy Pottery

Factors Affecting McCoy Pottery Value

Popular McCoy Pottery Collections

Appraising and Selling McCoy Pottery

History of McCoy Pottery

The history of McCoy pottery dates back to the early 20th century, with roots
tracing to the J.W. McCoy Pottery Company founded in 1910 in Roseville, Ohio.
Over the decades, McCoy became renowned for its affordable yet artistically
crafted pottery, appealing to everyday consumers. The company produced a wide
range of items including vases, cookie jars, planters, and dinnerware, which
remain highly collectible today. The McCoy brand changed ownership several
times before ceasing production in the 1990s, but its legacy endures through
the distinct styles and patterns that collectors prize. Understanding this
historical context is crucial for evaluating McCoy pottery pieces accurately
within the broader antiques market.

Origins and Development

Initially, McCoy pottery focused on utilitarian wares, but it gradually
expanded into decorative art pottery during the 1920s and 1930s. The
company’s emphasis on quality craftsmanship combined with mass production
made it accessible to a wide audience. This balance between functionality and



design contributed to McCoy’'s long-standing popularity. Key periods include
the Art Deco influence of the 1930s and the post-World War II era, which saw
a surge in whimsical and colorful designs.

End of Production and Legacy

McCoy pottery production ended in 1990 after several corporate transitions,
but its pieces remain sought after by collectors worldwide. The brand’s
impact is evident in the numerous vintage shows and auctions dedicated to
McCoy pottery. Recognizing the different production eras aids collectors in
dating pieces and understanding their relative rarity and value.

Identifying McCoy Pottery

Accurately identifying McCoy pottery is a fundamental step in any McCoy
pottery value guide. Authentic McCoy pieces often feature distinctive
markings, styles, and manufacturing techniques that help differentiate them
from imitations or other pottery brands. Identifiers include company stamps,
embossed logos, and signature glaze patterns. Knowledge of these
characteristics ensures proper classification and enhances value assessment
precision.

Common Marks and Signatures

Many McCoy pottery items bear marks such as “McCoy,” “McCoy USA,” or simply
“USA” on their base. These marks may appear in various fonts or be impressed,
incised, or molded into the pottery. Some pieces include model numbers or
specific collection identifiers. However, not all McCoy pottery is marked,
especially older or early production pieces, so other factors must be
considered.

Design and Style Characteristics

McCoy pottery is known for certain stylistic features, including rounded
forms, vibrant glazes, and nature-inspired motifs. Cookie jars with whimsical
animal shapes or planters with floral reliefs are signature items.
Recognizing these design elements helps in distinguishing McCoy from similar
manufacturers and contributes to accurate valuation.

Factors Affecting McCoy Pottery Value

Several factors influence the value of McCoy pottery pieces. Condition,
rarity, demand, and provenance all play crucial roles in determining market
price. This section outlines key considerations collectors and sellers must



evaluate to understand the true worth of a McCoy pottery item.

Condition and Completeness

The condition of McCoy pottery significantly impacts its value. Pieces free
from chips, cracks, crazing, or repairs command higher prices. Original
finishes and glazes that remain vibrant also enhance desirability.
Completeness is important, especially for sets or items with lids, such as
cookie jars.

Rarity and Production Numbers

Limited production or rare patterns elevate McCoy pottery values. Certain
cookie jar designs, discontinued planter styles, or unusual color variants
are particularly sought after. Identifying rare items requires knowledge of
production history and existing market availability.

Market Demand and Trends

Current market demand affects pricing fluctuations. Popular McCoy pottery
categories, such as holiday-themed cookie jars or iconic planters, tend to
maintain or increase value. Understanding collector trends and auction
results provides insight into the best times to buy or sell.

Popular McCoy Pottery Collections

Various McCoy pottery collections have gained prominence among collectors and
significantly influence the overall value landscape. This section highlights
notable lines and their defining features to aid in recognition and
valuation.

McCoy Cookie Jars

McCoy cookie jars are among the most collectible and valuable items produced
by the company. Known for their whimsical designs and colorful glazes, these
jars often depict animals, characters, or seasonal themes. Limited edition or
early production cookie jars tend to fetch premium prices.

Planters and Flowerpots

Planters and flowerpots represent another popular McCoy category. These often
feature embossed floral patterns, textured surfaces, and distinctive glazes.
Vintage planters in good condition, especially those with unique designs, are



highly desirable in the antiques market.

Art Pottery and Decorative Pieces

McCoy’s art pottery, including vases and decorative bowls, showcases the
company’s craftsmanship and artistic flair. These items often have more
intricate designs and glazes compared to utilitarian wares, contributing to
their collectible appeal.

Appraising and Selling McCoy Pottery

Accurate appraisal and effective selling strategies are essential components
of the McCoy pottery value guide. Proper evaluation ensures fair market
pricing, while knowledgeable selling maximizes returns for collectors and
dealers alike.

Methods for Appraisal

Professional appraisal involves examining the piece’s condition, markings,
rarity, and market demand. Utilizing price guides, auction records, and
expert consultations helps establish an objective value. Documentation of
provenance and authenticity further supports appraisal accuracy.

Best Practices for Selling

Selling McCoy pottery requires selecting the appropriate platform, such as
antique shops, online marketplaces, or specialized auctions. Clear, detailed
descriptions and high-quality photographs enhance buyer confidence. Pricing
competitively while considering current market trends helps achieve optimal
sale outcomes.

Preserving Value Through Care

Maintaining McCoy pottery in excellent condition preserves its value over
time. Recommendations include avoiding exposure to extreme temperatures,
handling with care, and storing in protective environments. Proper cleaning
using non-abrasive methods also prevents damage and deterioration.

1. Research and verify authenticity before purchase or sale.
2. Inspect pieces carefully for condition issues.

3. Keep original packaging or documentation if available.



4. Consult multiple sources to determine fair market value.

5. Choose reputable selling outlets for maximum exposure.

Frequently Asked Questions

What factors determine the value of McCoy pottery?

The value of McCoy pottery is determined by factors such as the rarity of the
piece, its condition, age, design, and whether it is marked or unmarked.
Pieces with unique designs or limited editions tend to be more valuable.

How can I identify authentic McCoy pottery?

Authentic McCoy pottery often features a distinct mark on the bottom, such as
'McCoy' stamped or incised. Additionally, the pottery has a characteristic
style and glaze. Consulting a McCoy pottery guide or expert can help verify
authenticity.

Are all McCoy pottery pieces valuable?

Not all McCoy pottery pieces are highly valuable. Common or mass-produced
items typically have lower value, while rare, discontinued, or limited-
edition pieces can be worth more. Condition and demand also greatly affect
value.

Where can I find a reliable McCoy pottery value
guide?

Reliable McCoy pottery value guides can be found in specialized antiques
books, collector websites, and auction house catalogs. Online forums and

dedicated McCoy pottery collector groups also provide up-to-date pricing and
identification information.

How has the market for McCoy pottery changed in
recent years?

The market for McCoy pottery has seen increased interest from collectors,
leading to higher values for rare and well-preserved pieces. Nostalgia and
vintage home decor trends contribute to the growing demand and appreciation
for McCoy pottery.

What are some of the most valuable McCoy pottery



items to look for?

Some of the most valuable McCoy pottery items include early planters, cookie
jars, figurines, and pieces from limited production runs or special editions.
Items featuring unique glazes, rare shapes, or collaboration designs also
tend to fetch higher prices.

Additional Resources

1. McCoy Pottery: Identification & Value Guide

This comprehensive guide offers detailed information on McCoy pottery pieces,
including their history, marks, and production periods. Collectors will find
valuable tips on identifying genuine McCoy items and understanding their
market values. The book is richly illustrated with photographs to aid in
recognition and appraisal.

2. The Collector’s Encyclopedia of McCoy Pottery

A must-have reference for enthusiasts, this encyclopedia provides an
extensive catalog of McCoy pottery, featuring various lines and styles. It
covers the evolution of McCoy pottery from its inception to the modern era,
highlighting key characteristics and rarity factors. The book also includes
pricing trends and collector insights.

3. McCoy Pottery: A Price and Identification Guide

Focused on helping collectors determine the worth of their McCoy pottery,
this guide includes current market values along with identification tips. It
explains the different production marks and how they relate to the age and
authenticity of each piece. Detailed color photos support accurate
identification.

4. American Art Pottery: McCoy and Beyond

This volume explores McCoy pottery within the broader context of American art
pottery, discussing stylistic influences and manufacturing techniques. It
provides a historical overview and compares McCoy with other notable pottery
makers of the period. Collectors will appreciate the in-depth analysis and
value considerations.

5. The Definitive Guide to McCoy Pottery

Offering an authoritative look at McCoy pottery, this guide covers everything
from early designs to collectible rarities. It includes expert advice on
care, restoration, and investment potential. The book’s organized layout
makes it easy for both novice and experienced collectors to navigate.

6. McCoy Pottery: Identification & Price Guide

This edition focuses on helping readers identify McCoy pottery pieces
accurately and understand their market values. It includes detailed
descriptions, hallmark illustrations, and price ranges for various pieces.
The guide is updated regularly to reflect current trends in the collectibles
market.



7. Collecting McCoy Pottery: History, Identification & Values

Combining historical narrative with practical collecting advice, this book
provides a well-rounded perspective on McCoy pottery. It showcases popular
collections and highlights notable pieces, making it easier to spot valuable
items. Readers will find helpful pointers on building and maintaining a
collection.

8. McCoy Pottery: The Complete Price Guide

This price guide is designed for collectors seeking up-to-date valuation
information on McCoy pottery. It offers detailed pricing for a wide range of
pieces, categorized by style and production era. The book also discusses
market fluctuations and investment strategies.

9. Vintage McCoy Pottery: Identification and Value Guide

A practical resource for vintage pottery collectors, this guide focuses on
McCoy pottery’s most sought-after vintage pieces. It provides clear
identification markers, historical context, and estimated values. Illustrated
with high-quality images, it helps collectors make informed purchasing
decisions.
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mccoy pottery value guide: McCoy Pottery Bob Hanson, Craig Nissen, 2009 Our popular
three-volume set on McCoy pottery has been consolidated into the exciting new McCoy Pottery, The
Ultimate Reference and Value Guide. Authors Bob Hanson and Craig Nissen have added new
information throughout the book. Production pieces are shown from 1910 through the mid 1980s.
Well over 3,000 pieces are shown in almost 900 photographs and 100 original catalog pages and
price lists. Also included are current values, sizes, color variations, and insights from a collector s
point of view. 2009 values.

mccoy pottery value guide: McCoy Pottery Bob Hanson, Craig Nissen, Margaret Hanson, 1996
Describes and lists current values for figurines, planters, vases, pitchers, and dinnerware
manufactured by the McCoy company

mccoy pottery value guide: Schroeder's Antiques Price Guide Editors of Schroeder Pub,
2008-07-29 In 2006, in celebration of our 25th anniversary, we brought Schroeder's Antiques Price
Guide to you for the first time in full color. It was so successful, we decided to keep that format from
year to year, and once again are bringing it to you in full color. It still contains over 50,000 listings
from reliable sources, more than 500 categories from Advertising to Zsolnay, histories and pertinent
facts, and representative full-color photographs. This year s edition will start shipping in August
2008 and is guaranteed to maintain its #1 bestselling status both at Collector Books and across the
country. Dealers throughout the U.S. rave annually about Schroeder's, saying it just keeps getting
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better and better. Undoubtedly this year s edition will be the best! You will be pleased it has kept its
new look, and even happier that it is available at one of the lowest prices you'll find for general
antiques guides.

mccoy pottery value guide: Schroeder's Antiques Price Guide Schroeder, 1997-08 The biggest,
most comprehensive antiques guide available--with over 50,000 listings and values of 600 of the
hottest collectible categories--expands its range in the all-new 16th edition to include several
collectibles which have become hot over the past several months. The one to buy for factual
information and quality, Schroeder's Antiques Price Guide better than ever! Illustrations.

mccoy pottery value guide: Warman's Mccoy Pottery Mark F Moran, 2008-04-14 What began
160 years ago as one of the man's productions of utilitarian stoneware has become a passion of
many collectors, just like you. &break;&break;This new edition features McCoy pottery including
cookie cars, dinnerware, pedestals, Loy-Nel-Art, planters, vases and flower holders, among others.
With more than 1,000 color photos, this edition features detailed descriptions, values, pages from
vintage McCoy catalogs, historical data and a chapter outlining steps for spotting fakes and
reproductions.

mccoy pottery value guide: Schroeder's Antiques Price Guide Bob Huxford, Sharon
Huxford, 1996 Antique dealers and collectors are quite aware that bargains are getting harder and
harder to come by each and every day. Schroeder's Antiques Price Guide is still a real bargain at
$12.95. Collectors, dealers, and our customers continue to ask how we can produce this huge
612-page book each year for such a low price. It's simple -- we do it by numbers. It's no secret with
publishing that the more you print, the less expensive each book is. So, thanks to all our loyal
customers who continue to buy our #1 bestselling title, we are able to keep the retail price low
without sacrificing one bit of quality. That is why you get the best for less. In August 1999 we will
begin shipping the 18th edition of America's top antiques price guide. Once again we have included
over 50,000 listings, each one from all-new sources and carefully checked by an authority on each
particular subject. These 600+ expert advisors make sure only the best and most accurate
information remains. No one person could possibly be an authority on the over 600 categories that
fill this reference, but Bob and Sharon Huxford and their highly respected team of advisors work
year-round to make this the most respected, up-to-date guide in the field of antiques and collectibles.
Hundreds of sharp original photographs illustrate not only the rare and unusual, but also the
common collectibles -- not postage-stamp photographs, but large, close-up shots that show important
details clearly. Each subject is presented with history and other background information. Our editors
keep abreast of newly developing trends, often adding several new categories a year. If it merits the
interest of today's collector, you'll find it inSchroeder's. You can feel confident that the information
we publish is up to the minute and accurate. Without a doubt, you'll find Schroeder's Antiques Price
Guide the one to buy for factual information, quality, and the lowest retail price.

mccoy pottery value guide: Schroeder's Antiques Price Guide Sharon Huxford, 2004 No
other book on the market houses as much information for a bargain price. Once again over 50,000
listings from reliable sources are included and carefully checked by an authority on the subject.
More than 400 expert advisors make sure only the best and most accurate data remains. Hundreds
of sharp photographs accompany the 500+ categories: glass and porcelain, match holders, purses,
cookie jars, jewelry, advertising, furniture, dolls, records and more. History and other pertinent facts
complement the descriptive listings, which reflect the current market and developing trends.

mccoy pottery value guide: Schroeder's Collectible Toys Antique to Modern Price Guide
Sharon Huxford, Bob Huxford, 2001-09-15 Identification & values of over 20,000 collectible toys.

mccoy pottery value guide: Art Market Research Tom McNulty, 2013-12-27 This book is for
art market researchers at all levels. A brief overview of the global art market and its major
stakeholders precedes an analysis of the various sales venues (auction, commercial gallery, etc.).
Library research skills are reviewed, and advanced methods are explored in a chapter devoted to
basic market research. Because the monetary value of artwork cannot be established without
reference to the aesthetic qualities and art historical significance of our subject works, two




substantial chapters detail the processes involved in researching and documenting the fine and
decorative arts, respectively, and provide annotated bibliographies. Methods for assigning values for
art objects are explored, and sources of price data, both in print and online, are identified and
described in detail. In recent years, art historical scholarship increasingly has addressed issues
related to the history of art and its markets: a chapter on resources for the historian of the art
market offers a wide range of sources. Finally, provenance and art law are discussed, with particular
reference to their relevance to dealers, collectors, artists and other art market stakeholders.

mccoy pottery value guide: Warman's McCoy Pottery Mark F. Moran, 2004 Color
photographs illustrate one of the most cherished and popular pottery lines in American history.
Includes historical data on the McCoy Company, 1000 color photos of more than 1500 McCoy pieces,
60 pages from McCoy catalogs, up-to-date pricing and descriptions and identification tips.

mccoy pottery value guide: Schroeders Antiques Price Guide 2003 Bob Huxford, Sharon
Huxford, 2002-07-15 Identification and values of over 50,000 antiques and collectibles.

mccoy pottery value guide: Schroeder's Antiques Price Guide Collector Books, 1995
Up-to-the-minute accurate information is now provided by a total of 430 experts, who are well-known
antiques authorities, authors, and the top dealers in the country. Encompassing nearly 700
categories, the guide provides indentification and values for over 50,000 antiques and collectibles.
Photos.

mccoy pottery value guide: The Official Price Guide to Country Antiques and Collectibles Dana
G. Morykan, 1999-02 Up-to-date information on thousands of antiques and collectibles from 19th-
and 20th-century rural life. 400+ photos.

mccoy pottery value guide: Warman's Antiques and Collectibles Price Guide Harry L. Rinker,
1996-04 An antiques price guide for more than 50,000 items, with detailed descriptions.

mccoy pottery value guide: Warman's Antiques and Collectibles Price Guide Ellen Tischbein
Schroy, 1999-04 Antiques and collectibles price guide; Warman's antiques & collectibles price guide.

mccoy pottery value guide: Schroeder's Antiques Price Guide Collector Books, 2006-07 To
celebrate the 25th anniversary edition, this volume is in full color, and includes over 50,000 listings
from reliable sources, more than 500 categories of listings, history and pertinent facts, and
representative photos. (Antiques & Collectibles)

mccoy pottery value guide: Warman's Antiques and Collectibles Price Guide Ellen T.
Schroy, 1997-04 Collectors of miniature paintings, lace, Lefton china, Tucker china and yard-long
prints will find their favorite pieces listed in Warman's Antiques and Collectibles Price Guide. This
31st edition has added these categories to the numerous old favorites. Hundreds of photographs,
factory marks, and illustrations aid in identifying antiques and collectibles.

mccoy pottery value guide: Warman's Flea Market Price Guide Ellen Tischbein Schroy,
Don Johnson, 2001 An illustrated guide to finding good values on over 700 categories of collectibles
at flea markets.
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