
mba in accounting vs masters in
accounting
mba in accounting vs masters in accounting is a common comparison made by
prospective students and professionals looking to advance their careers in
the accounting and finance sectors. Both degrees offer specialized knowledge
and skill development but differ significantly in focus, curriculum, career
outcomes, and professional certifications. Understanding the distinctions
between an MBA in Accounting and a Master’s in Accounting is crucial for
making an informed decision that aligns with individual career goals. This
article explores the key differences and similarities between these two
graduate programs, including curriculum structure, career prospects,
accreditation, and cost considerations. By the end, readers will have a
comprehensive understanding of which degree better suits their professional
ambitions in accounting and finance.
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Overview of MBA in Accounting and Master’s in
Accounting

Definition and Purpose of MBA in Accounting

An MBA in Accounting is a specialized concentration within a Master of
Business Administration program that combines advanced accounting principles
with broad business management education. This degree is designed for
individuals seeking leadership roles in accounting, finance, or general
management. It offers a strategic perspective on accounting practices
integrated with business operations, finance, marketing, and organizational
management.



Definition and Purpose of Master’s in Accounting

A Master’s in Accounting, often referred to as a Master of Science in
Accounting or Master of Accountancy, focuses intensely on accounting theory,
technical skills, and regulatory knowledge. This program aims to prepare
students for professional accounting roles, including public accounting,
auditing, taxation, and financial reporting. It provides in-depth coverage of
accounting standards, ethics, and specialized accounting areas.

Curriculum Comparison

Core Subjects in MBA in Accounting

The curriculum of an MBA in Accounting blends core business courses with
accounting-specific classes. Common subjects include:

Financial Accounting and Reporting

Managerial Accounting

Corporate Finance

Strategic Management

Marketing and Operations Management

Leadership and Organizational Behavior

Business Analytics and Data Management

This approach equips students with a holistic understanding of how accounting
functions within broader business strategies.

Core Subjects in Master’s in Accounting

The Master’s in Accounting curriculum is more specialized, focusing narrowly
on accounting disciplines. Typical coursework includes:

Advanced Financial Accounting



Auditing and Assurance Services

Taxation and Tax Planning

Accounting Information Systems

Forensic Accounting

Ethics and Professional Standards

Governmental and Nonprofit Accounting

This specialization ensures mastery of technical accounting skills necessary
for expert roles within the profession.

Career Opportunities and Industry Demand

Job Roles for MBA in Accounting Graduates

Graduates holding an MBA in Accounting often pursue leadership and managerial
roles that require both accounting expertise and business acumen. Common
career paths include:

Financial Manager

Accounting Manager

Chief Financial Officer (CFO)

Corporate Controller

Management Consultant specializing in Finance

Business Analyst

The MBA’s broader business focus equips graduates to lead cross-functional
teams and contribute to strategic decision-making.



Job Roles for Master’s in Accounting Graduates

Master’s in Accounting graduates typically pursue specialized accounting
roles that require deep technical knowledge, including:

Certified Public Accountant (CPA)

Auditor

Tax Consultant

Forensic Accountant

Financial Analyst in Accounting Firms

Accounting Educator or Researcher

This degree is particularly valuable for those aiming to meet certification
requirements and enter professional accounting practice.

Professional Certifications and Licensing

Impact of MBA in Accounting on Certifications

An MBA in Accounting can support preparation for certifications such as the
Certified Management Accountant (CMA) and Certified Financial Manager (CFM).
However, it is less focused on the specific accounting coursework required
for the CPA exam, often requiring supplementary credits or courses to qualify
for CPA licensure.

Impact of Master’s in Accounting on Certifications

A Master’s in Accounting is well-aligned with CPA exam requirements, often
fulfilling the 150-credit hour rule mandated by many state boards for CPA
licensure. It provides the technical accounting education necessary to sit
for the CPA exam and other certifications such as the Certified Internal
Auditor (CIA) or Certified Fraud Examiner (CFE).



Cost, Duration, and Program Flexibility

Typical Duration and Format of MBA in Accounting

Most MBA in Accounting programs last between 18 months to 2 years full-time,
with part-time, evening, and online options available to accommodate working
professionals. The program’s structure includes internships, case studies,
and leadership projects, offering practical business experience.

Typical Duration and Format of Master’s in
Accounting

Master’s in Accounting programs generally range from 12 to 18 months full-
time. Many institutions offer flexible formats such as online or evening
classes. The focus is often on intensive accounting coursework and exam
preparation rather than broad business management topics.

Cost Considerations

The cost of these programs varies widely based on institution, location, and
delivery format. MBA programs tend to be more expensive on average due to the
broader curriculum and recognized business school branding. Master’s in
Accounting programs may be more affordable but can vary depending on school
prestige and resources.

MBA in Accounting: Higher tuition, potential for higher post-graduate
salary

Master’s in Accounting: Lower tuition, focused skill development

Financial aid and employer sponsorship options vary

Choosing the Right Degree Based on Career Goals

When to Choose an MBA in Accounting



An MBA in Accounting is ideal for individuals seeking leadership roles that
combine accounting expertise with broad business management skills. It suits
professionals targeting executive positions, corporate finance leadership, or
entrepreneurial endeavors where strategic decision-making and management are
essential.

When to Choose a Master’s in Accounting

A Master’s in Accounting is best suited for those focused on becoming
certified public accountants or specialists in technical accounting fields.
It is preferred by candidates aiming for careers in public accounting firms,
auditing, taxation, or forensic accounting requiring deep accounting
knowledge and credentials.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary difference between an MBA in
Accounting and a Master's in Accounting?
An MBA in Accounting combines advanced business management skills with
accounting knowledge, preparing graduates for leadership roles, while a
Master's in Accounting focuses more deeply on accounting principles and
technical expertise, often catering to those aiming for accounting
certifications or specialized accounting roles.

Which degree is better for someone aiming to become
a Certified Public Accountant (CPA)?
A Master's in Accounting is generally better suited for CPA aspirants because
it provides in-depth accounting coursework that meets the credit requirements
for CPA exams, whereas an MBA in Accounting offers a broader business
curriculum that may not fully cover CPA prerequisites.

Can an MBA in Accounting lead to higher managerial
positions compared to a Master's in Accounting?
Yes, an MBA in Accounting typically prepares graduates for higher managerial
and executive roles by integrating leadership, strategy, and business
management skills with accounting knowledge, while a Master's in Accounting
is more specialized and technical, often leading to professional accounting
roles rather than general management.



Is the cost and duration different between an MBA in
Accounting and a Master's in Accounting?
Generally, an MBA in Accounting may take longer (usually 2 years) and can be
more expensive due to the broader curriculum and business school branding,
whereas a Master's in Accounting might be shorter (1-1.5 years) and less
costly, focusing specifically on accounting coursework.

Which degree offers better career flexibility: MBA
in Accounting or Master's in Accounting?
An MBA in Accounting offers greater career flexibility as it equips graduates
with versatile business and leadership skills applicable in various
industries and roles beyond accounting, whereas a Master's in Accounting is
more specialized, ideal for careers strictly within accounting and finance
sectors.

Additional Resources
1. MBA vs Masters in Accounting: Choosing the Right Path
This book provides a comprehensive comparison between an MBA with a focus on
accounting and a traditional Masters in Accounting degree. It explores the
curriculum differences, career outcomes, and skill sets gained from each
program. Readers will find guidance on which degree aligns best with their
career goals and professional aspirations.

2. The Accounting Graduate: MBA or Masters?
This guide delves into the decision-making process for prospective accounting
students. It covers the benefits and drawbacks of pursuing an MBA versus a
specialized Masters in Accounting. The book also highlights industry
expectations and how employers value each credential.

3. Career Strategies: MBA in Accounting vs Masters in Accounting
Focusing on career development, this book examines how each degree can impact
job prospects, salary potential, and long-term growth. It includes interviews
with professionals who have taken both paths and advice from recruiters in
the accounting field. The book aids readers in making informed decisions
about their education investments.

4. Accounting Education: MBA or Specialized Master’s?
This title explores the academic content and learning outcomes of MBA
programs with accounting concentrations compared to standalone Masters in
Accounting programs. It discusses teaching methodologies, networking
opportunities, and the balance between broad business knowledge and technical
accounting expertise.

5. The Professional Accountant’s Guide: MBA vs Masters
A practical resource for accounting professionals considering further



education, this book outlines how each degree can enhance professional skills
and credentials. It also discusses certification pathways such as CPA and CMA
and how the choice of degree affects eligibility and preparation.

6. Finance and Accounting Degrees: Navigating Your Options
This book provides an overview of various graduate accounting and finance
degrees, focusing on the distinctions between MBA and Masters in Accounting
programs. It addresses program duration, cost, and return on investment,
helping students weigh their options carefully.

7. Advanced Accounting Studies: MBA or Masters?
Targeted at students with an undergraduate accounting background, this book
compares advanced study options. It explains how each degree builds on prior
knowledge and prepares students for specialized roles in auditing, tax, or
corporate accounting.

8. From Classroom to Career: MBA vs Masters in Accounting
This guide tracks the journey from graduate education to employment,
highlighting how each degree type influences job search strategies and
professional networking. It includes case studies of successful graduates and
tips on leveraging degree credentials in the workplace.

9. Graduate Degrees in Accounting: Strategic Choices Explained
This book helps readers understand the strategic implications of choosing an
MBA with an accounting focus versus a Masters in Accounting. It covers
industry trends, employer preferences, and long-term career planning,
enabling readers to make choices that align with their personal and
professional goals.
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Peterson's Graduate Programs in Business, Education, Information Studies, Law & Social Work 2014
contains comprehensive profiles of more than 11,000 graduate programs in disciplines such as,
accounting & finance, business administration & management, education, human resources,
international business, law, library & information studies, marketing, social work, transportation
management, and more. Up-to-date info, collected through Peterson's Annual Survey of Graduate
and Professional Institutions, provides valuable data on degree offerings, professional accreditation,
jointly offered degrees, part-time & evening/weekend programs, postbaccalaureate distance
degrees, faculty, students, requirements, expenses, financial support, faculty research, and unit
head and application contact information. There are helpful links to in-depth descriptions about a
specific graduate program or department, faculty members and their research, and more. Also find
valuable articles on financial assistance, the graduate admissions process, advice for international
and minority students, and facts about accreditation, with a current list of accrediting agencies.
  mba in accounting vs masters in accounting: Graduate Programs in Business, Education,
Information Studies, Law & Social Work 2015 (Grad 6) Peterson's, 2014-12-30 Graduate Programs in
Business, Education, Information Studies, Law & Social Work 2015 contains helpful facts and figures
on more than 11,000 graduate programs. The comprehensive directory includes more than 1,850
institutions and their programs in all of the relevant disciplines such as accounting and finance,
business management, education, law, library and information sciences, marketing, social work, and
many more. Informative data profiles feature facts and figures on accreditation, degree
requirements, application deadlines, contact information, financial support, faculty, and student
body profiles. Two-page in-depth descriptions, written by featured institutions, offer complete details
on specific graduate program, school, or department as well as information on faculty research.
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these fields. Up-to-date info, collected through Peterson's Annual Survey of Graduate and
Professional Institutions, provides valuable data on degree offerings, professional accreditation,
jointly offered degrees, part-time & evening/weekend programs, postbaccalaureate distance
degrees, faculty, students, requirements, expenses, financial support, faculty research, and unit
head and application contact information. There are helpful links to in-depth descriptions about a
specific graduate program or department, faculty members and their research, and more. Also find
valuable articles on financial assistance, the graduate admissions process, advice for international
and minority students, and facts about accreditation, with a current list of accrediting agencies.
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including information on each school's academic program, competitiveness, financial aid, admissions
requirements, and social scenes
  mba in accounting vs masters in accounting: Peterson's Graduate Schools in the U.S. 2010
Peterson's, 2009 Shares overviews of nearly one thousand schools for a variety of disciplines, in a
directory that lists educational institutions by state and field of study while sharing complementary
information about tuition, enrollment, and faculties.
  mba in accounting vs masters in accounting: Graduate & Professional Programs: An
Overview 2015 (Grad 1) Peterson's, 2014-12-23 Graduate & Professional Programs: An Overview
2015 contains over 2,000 university and college profiles with detailed information on the degrees
available, enrollment figures, tuition, financial support, housing, faculty, research affiliations, library
facilities, and contact information. This graduate guide enables students to explore program listings
by field, geographic area, and institution. Two-page in-depth descriptions, written by each featured
institution, give complete details on the graduate study available. Up-to-date appendixes list
institution changes since the last edition and abbreviations used in the guide. Graduate &
Professional Programs: An Overview 2015 is the latest in Peterson's 40+ year history of providing
prospective students with the most up-to-date graduate school information available.
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Michigan--Dearborn, 2000
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Information Studies, Law & Social Work contains a wealth of information on colleges and
universities that offer graduate work in these fields. Institutions listed include those in the United
States, Canada, and abroad that are accredited by U.S. accrediting agencies. Up-to-date data,
collected through Peterson's Annual Survey of Graduate and Professional Institutions, provides
valuable information on degree offerings, professional accreditation, jointly offered degrees,
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accreditation, with a current list of accrediting agencies.
  mba in accounting vs masters in accounting: Graduate Catalog University of
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