meaning of portfolio assessment

meaning of portfolio assessment refers to a systematic method used to evaluate an individual’s skills,
knowledge, and accomplishments through a curated collection of work samples and reflective evidence.
This form of assessment is increasingly popular in educational settings, professional development, and
creative industries as it provides a holistic view of a learner’s or professional’s progress over time. Unlike
traditional testing methods that often focus on a single performance or exam, portfolio assessment
emphasizes growth, depth, and the ability to apply knowledge in real-world contexts. This article explores
the definition, purpose, types, benefits, implementation strategies, and challenges associated with portfolio
assessment. By understanding the meaning of portfolio assessment and its practical applications, educators,
students, and employers can better utilize this approach to foster meaningful evaluation and continuous

improvement.
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Definition and Purpose of Portfolio Assessment

The meaning of portfolio assessment centers around the idea of collecting and evaluating a body of work
that demonstrates an individual’s competencies and learning achievements. A portfolio is essentially a
purposeful compilation of artifacts that represent progress, skills, and accomplishments over a specified
period. The primary purpose of portfolio assessment is to provide a comprehensive, authentic, and

personalized evaluation process that goes beyond traditional testing formats.

Comprehensive Evaluation

Portfolio assessment allows evaluators to assess multiple facets of an individual’s abilities, including
creativity, critical thinking, problem-solving, and communication skills. The collection of diverse work
samples provides evidence of learning outcomes and skill mastery in a way that standardized tests cannot

capture.



Encouraging Reflective Practice

Another key aspect of portfolio assessment is its focus on reflection. Individuals are often required to reflect
on their work, analyze their learning process, and set goals for future improvement. This reflective

practice promotes self-awareness and lifelong learning.

Types of Portfolio Assessments

Understanding the different types of portfolio assessments is essential to grasp the full meaning of portfolio

assessment. Various formats exist depending on the context, purpose, and audience of the evaluation.

Working Portfolio

A working portfolio is a dynamic collection of ongoing work-in-progress artifacts. It is used primarily for
formative assessment and personal growth, allowing individuals to track their development and receive

feedback throughout the learning process.

Showcase Portfolio

A showcase portfolio highlights the best work samples and achievements. This type is typically used for
summative assessment, job applications, or academic evaluations where the goal is to demonstrate

competence and excellence.

Assessment Portfolio

An assessment portfolio is specifically designed to meet certain evaluation criteria. It contains selected
evidence aligned with predefined standards or learning objectives, making it a targeted tool for measuring

specific competencies.

Benefits of Portfolio Assessment

The meaning of portfolio assessment also encompasses the numerous advantages it offers to learners,
educators, and employers. Recognizing these benefits clarifies why portfolio assessment is increasingly

favored across diverse fields.



Holistic View of Competence

Portfolios provide a multidimensional perspective on an individual’s abilities, going beyond knowledge
recall to include application, creativity, and critical thinking. This holistic assessment fosters a deeper

understanding of learning outcomes.

Enhanced Motivation and Engagement

Because portfolios involve the selection and presentation of meaningful work, individuals are often more
motivated to produce high-quality work. The ownership and control over their learning artifacts increase

engagement and responsibility.

Supports Differentiated Learning

Portfolio assessment accommodates diverse learning styles and paces. It allows for personalized evidence of
achievement, making it an inclusive assessment method that recognizes unique strengths and areas for

growth.

Facilitates Feedback and Communication

Portfolios serve as a communication tool between learners and educators or employers, providing a basis for

constructive feedback and dialogue about progress and goals.

Implementation Strategies

Effective portfolio assessment requires thoughtful planning and execution to maximize its potential.
Implementing portfolio assessment involves several key strategies to ensure reliability, validity, and

usability.

Clear Objectives and Criteria

Defining clear goals and assessment criteria is crucial. Learners should understand what is expected in their

portfolios, including the types of work to include and the standards against which they will be evaluated.

Regular Collection and Review

Portfolios should be developed over time with regular updates and reviews. This ongoing process supports



formative assessment and encourages continuous learning and improvement.

Incorporation of Reflection

Encouraging reflective entries where learners analyze their work, challenges, and achievements enhances

the depth of portfolio assessment. Reflection promotes metacognition and self-regulated learning.

Use of Rubrics and Peer Review

Assessment rubrics provide a transparent and consistent framework for evaluating portfolio contents.
Additionally, peer review can enrich the assessment process by incorporating diverse perspectives and

collaborative learning.

Challenges and Considerations

While the meaning of portfolio assessment highlights its strengths, it is important to acknowledge the
challenges and considerations involved in its use. Addressing these issues is essential for successful

implementation.

Time and Resource Intensive

Portfolio assessment can be demanding in terms of time and resources for both assessors and learners.
Collecting, organizing, and evaluating portfolios requires significant effort compared to traditional

assessments.

Ensuring Consistency and Fairness

Maintaining consistency in evaluation can be difficult due to the subjective nature of portfolio contents.

Clear rubrics and training for assessors are necessary to minimize bias and ensure fairness.

Technical and Logistical Issues

In digital portfolio systems, technical challenges such as platform usability, accessibility, and data security

must be considered. Proper infrastructure and support are critical to address these concerns.



Balancing Quality and Quantity

Deciding how much work to include in a portfolio without overwhelming the assessment process is a key
consideration. Portfolios should be comprehensive yet focused on quality evidence that aligns with learning

objectives.

Summary of Key Elements in Portfolio Assessment

Purposeful collection of work samples

Reflective components to enhance learning

Multiple types including working, showcase, and assessment portfolios

Benefits such as holistic evaluation and increased learner engagement

Implementation strategies emphasizing clear criteria and continuous review

Challenges including time demands and ensuring assessment fairness

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the meaning of portfolio assessment?

Portfolio assessment is an evaluation method where a collection of a student's work over time is reviewed

to measure learning progress, skills, and achievements.

How does portfolio assessment differ from traditional testing?

Unlike traditional tests that assess knowledge at a single point, portfolio assessment evaluates a range of

work samples over time, providing a more comprehensive view of a learner's abilities and growth.

Why is portfolio assessment important in education?

Portfolio assessment allows educators to assess critical thinking, creativity, and problem-solving skills by

reviewing actual work samples, promoting deeper learning and self-reflection.



What types of work are typically included in a portfolio assessment?

Portfolios often include essays, projects, artwork, presentations, reflections, and other evidence

demonstrating a student's progress and competencies.

Can portfolio assessment be used in professional settings?

Yes, portfolio assessment is used in professional contexts to showecase skills, accomplishments, and

experiences, often for job applications or performance reviews.

How does portfolio assessment support personalized learning?

It allows learners to select work that reflects their strengths and interests, encouraging ownership and

tailoring assessment to individual learning paths.

‘What are some challenges associated with portfolio assessment?

Challenges include the time required to compile and evaluate portfolios, subjectivity in grading, and the

need for clear criteria and guidelines.

How can technology enhance portfolio assessment?

Digital portfolios enable easy collection, organization, and sharing of work, facilitate multimedia integration,

and allow for more efficient feedback and collaboration.

Additional Resources

1. Portfolio Assessment: A Guide for Teachers and Administrators
This book provides a comprehensive overview of portfolio assessment strategies in educational settings. It
explores practical methods for collecting, evaluating, and using portfolios to enhance student learning. The

authors emphasize the role of portfolios in fostering reflective practice and authentic assessment.

2. Authentic Assessment with Portfolios: Enhancing Student Learning

Focusing on the authentic assessment movement, this book discusses how portfolios serve as a powerful tool
for capturing student growth over time. It offers detailed guidance on designing portfolio tasks that align
with learning objectives. Educators will find case studies and examples demonstrating the impact of

portfolios on student motivation.

3. Assessing Student Learning Through Portfolios
This text delves into the theoretical foundations and practical applications of portfolio assessment. It
highlights the benefits of portfolios in providing a holistic view of student achievement beyond traditional

tests. The book also addresses challenges in portfolio implementation and offers solutions for effective



assessment.

4. The Power of Porttolios: What Children Can Show Us About Their Learning

Written for educators and parents, this book illustrates how portfolios reveal students’ cognitive and
creative development. It discusses strategies for creating meaningful portfolios that encourage student self-
expression. The authors argue that portfolios can transform the assessment process into a collaborative and

insightful experience.

5. Portfolio Assessment in the Classroom: A Teacher’s Guide
This practical guide offers step-by-step instructions for integrating portfolio assessment into everyday
teaching. It includes templates, rubrics, and tips for managing portfolios efficiently. The book also explores

how portfolios can support differentiated instruction and personalized learning paths.

6. Reflective Portfolios in Education: Meaning, Process, and Practice
Focusing on the reflective aspect of portfolio assessment, this book examines how students can develop
metacognitive skills through portfolio work. It explores the process of reflection as integral to learning and

assessment. Educators will learn methods for guiding students in meaningful reflection and self-assessment.

7. Designing Effective Portfolios for Assessment and Learning

This book provides a framework for creating portfolios that balance assessment requirements with student
engagement. It discusses criteria for selecting portfolio content and offers strategies for assessing portfolios
fairly. The authors present research-based approaches to enhancing the validity and reliability of portfolio

assessments.

8. Portfolio Assessment in Higher Education: Principles and Practices

Targeted at college instructors, this book explores the unique challenges and opportunities of using
portfolios in higher education. It highlights how portfolios can document complex learning outcomes and
professional competencies. The text includes examples from various disciplines and discusses technology’s

role in portfolio management.

9. Implementing Portfolio Assessment: Challenges and Solutions

This book addresses common obstacles educators face when adopting portfolio assessment, such as time
constraints and subjective grading. It offers practical solutions and best practices to overcome these
challenges. Readers will find guidance on stakeholder communication, training, and maintaining assessment

quality.
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meaning of portfolio assessment: Developing Portfolios for Learning and Assessment
Val Klenowski, 2002 Drawing on the author's own experience of using and researching student
portfolios, this book analyses the implications for the development of the portfolio for assessment.

meaning of portfolio assessment: Handbook of Classroom Assessment Gary D. Phye,
1996-11-19 The Handbook of Classroom Assessment takes a multi-dimensional approach to
classroom assessment. A successful combination of theory and practice, the book emphasizes the
assessment of classroom learning within content areas and the development of standards for
evaluation. Most chapters are devoted to the assessment of learning and achievement and discuss
current theories. The book also features assessment of academic self-concept and subjective
well-being in children and adolescents. The Handbook provides successfully field-tested examples of
assessment techniques and strategies within the content areas of mathematics, social studies,
foreign languages, and the visual arts. Contributing chapter authors share the unique distinction of
having backgrounds that include both the development of assessment theory and first hand
experience translating theory into practice at the classroom, school site, state, or national level. The
book is divided into four sections. Section I discusses the top five theories with respect to what
learning is, how it's related to achievement, and how we assess both in the classroom setting.
Section II on standardized assessment briefly covers all major standardized achievement tests used
in preschool, K-6, and 7-12. Assessment of classroom learning, Section III, presents test instruments
and techniques specific to the measurement of math skills, social science skills, and artistic talent
across ages and grades. Section IV on classroom practices includes an assessment of general
reasoning skills and performance and how to develop a grading philosophy.Key Features* Explains
the why, what, and how of classroom assessment* Combines theory and practice for a
multidimensional approach to assessment* Presents test instruments and techniques specific to
measuring various skills* Uses field-tested examples of assessment techniques* Provides a resource
for staff development at the school site

meaning of portfolio assessment: Portfolio Assessment Michael E. Knight, Denise Gallaro,
1994-01-10 This book was written for the purpose of sharing pragmatic experiences of outcomes
assessment with those who are currently engaging in outcomes assessment at their institution. It
functions as a tool that will enable faculty to evaluate the broad spectrum of student development.
Explanations and examples of approaches are provided for various academic programs. Contents:
Introduction, Michael Knight and Denise Gallaro; Planning a Portfolio: Health Information
Management, Maureen Barron and Natalie Sartori; The Public Relations Portfolio, Freda Remmers
and Cathleen Londino; Portfolio Assessment in the Music Department, Ted Hoyle; Test Me, Test Me
Not: The Portfolio Alternative for Developmental Writers, Susanna Rich; The Early Childhood
Education Portfolio, Polly Ashelman and Rosalyn Lenhoff; Portfolio Assessment of the Theatre
Program, Holly Logue and James Murphy; The Visual Communications Portfolio: The Measure of
One's Work, Martin Holloway and Robin Landa; The Use of Portfolios in Undergraduate Elementary
Education, Janet Prince; Portfolio Assessment of the Nursing Program, Virginia Fitzsimons and Dula
F. Pacquaino; Portfolio Analysis of the Occupational Therapy Program, Karen Stern and Paula
Kramer; Summary.

meaning of portfolio assessment: Writing Portfolios in the Classroom Robert Calfee, Pamela
Perfumo, 2012-10-12 This volume presents chapters by researchers, practitioners, and policymakers
who study the impact of classroom portfolios in the assessment of writing achievement by
elementary and middle grade students. The focus throughout the volume is on the tension between
classroom assessment and externally mandated testing. It presents the efforts of researchers,
practitioners, and policymakers to understand the impact of classroom portfolios for the assessment
of writing achievement by elementary and middle grade students. Under the auspices of the Center
for the Study of Writing, the editors conducted a national survey of exemplary portfolio projects,
arranged for a series of video visits, and held several working conferences. The result of this work is
a broad-ranging tale: the aspirations of teachers and administrators to move the machinery of



schooling in the direction of more authentic and engaging tasks, the puzzlement of students when
they realize that the assignments are real and that the teacher may not have a right answer in mind,
and the tensions between ivory-tower ideas and everyday classroom practice. Divided into four
sections, this research volume: * provides a historical perspective, develops the conceptual
framework that serves as a background for many activities described throughout, and discusses
numerous practical issues that confront today's researchers and practitioners; * views the
phenomenon of writing portfolios through a variety of broadview lenses such as teacher enthusiasm,
student reflection, assessment tension, the portfolio as metaphor, and the locus of control; * conveys
important conceptual issues with a balance toward pragmatics; and * offers unique insights from the
perspective of one individual who serves as scholar, researcher, and teacher.

meaning of portfolio assessment: Mathematics Teaching Mr. Rohit Manglik, 2022-04-22
Effective teaching strategies for mathematics at various school levels.

meaning of portfolio assessment: Evaluating Electronic Portfolios in Teacher Education
Pete Adamy, Natalie B. Milman, 2009-03-01 While Research on the effectiveness of electronic
portfolios for assessment and accreditation is emerging, many who are now using, or who are
beginning to use, electronic portfolios are looking to justify the cost and effort involved. The
purposes of this volume are to create an in-depth portrait of ways in which electronic portfolios
efforts can be evaluated effectively, and to provide xamples of e-folio evaluation in the form of case
studies. The intention of these chapters is to serve as models for assessment and evaluation of
electronic portfolios in teacher education, as well as to spark further investigations on this tool that
is ecoming ubiquitous in so many SCDE’s across the United States and abroad.

meaning of portfolio assessment: Handbook of Research on Teaching Literacy Through
the Communicative and Visual Arts James Flood, Shirley Brice Heath, Diane Lapp, 2011 The
Handbook of Research on Teaching Literacy Through the Communicative and Visual Arts, a
comprehensive overview of research on this topic, extends conceptualizations of literacy to include
all of the communicative arts (reading, writing, speaking, listening, viewing) and the visual arts of
drama, dance, film, art, video, and computer technology.

meaning of portfolio assessment: International Perspectives on Academic Assessment
Thomas Oakland, Ronald K. Hambleton, 2012-12-06 The goals and content for this book are derived
from three important and ongoing efforts: to advance the institution of education and to promote
educational opportunities to children and youth worldwide, to promote effective assessment policies
and practices that enhance sound educational practice, and to address the need to develop tests and
other assessment practices in less developed countries as well as to augment and alter a number of
traditional assessment practices in developed nations. These three issues provided the focus for a
four-day conference that was held at St. Hugh's College, Oxford University, in June 1993. The
conference theme-Test Use with Children and Youth: International Pathways to
Progress-underscores the importance of addressing testing issues as efforts to improve educational
opportunities for children and youth move forward. Leaders from more than seventy nations met at
the United Nations sponsored World Summit for Children in 1990 to support ratification of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child. Worldwide recognition that every individual has the right to
develop her or his potential led to the ratification of provisions setting minimum standards for
children's education.

meaning of portfolio assessment: Developing Learning Communities Through Teacher
Expertise Giselle O. Martin-Kniep, 2003-10-14 No book I have read in the past ten years has made
clearer to me the difference between what I am doing as a professional developer and what I should
be doing. It is so unremittingly honest about the difficulty of our work, and yet so rich in practical
examples that I cannot help but feel inspired to move forward and change the way I teach and learn
with teachers. Richard W. Strong, Vice President Silver Strong & Associates, LLC There are many
books on the market covering school improvement and teachers as experts as well as staff
development; however, this book is concise, provides excellent templates, and is backed by real
experiences and expertise. Suzanne C. Fonoti, Principal Flagstaff Arizona Unified School District



Forget expensive consultants—use the expertise within your own school for quality professional
development! Martin-Kniep offers practical methods for developing a reflective, collaborative
environment where teachers and administrators work together to enhance teachers’ practices,
increase student learning, and produce valuable school processes. Developing Learning
Communities Through Teacher Expertise includes frameworks, templates, and examples that can be
employed to determine the value and implications surrounding the use of teacher-designed
standards-based curriculum and assessment, data-driven inquiry, and professional portfolios. Based
on work completed at the nonprofit Center for the Study of Expertise in Teaching and Learning, this
innovative volume includes: Examples of teachers’ reflections, portfolio artifacts, and student work
Sample standards-based curriculum units for different content areas and grade levels Discussion
questions and recommended readings Sample worksheets and self-assessments Standards-based
curriculum and assessment design tools Sample rubrics for student and teacher development
Developing Learning Communities Through Teacher Expertise offers step-by-step instructions for
developing an action plan for incorporating learning communities into a school. Providing numerous
real-life examples, Martin-Kniep includes three specific teaching units and supporting material,
which illustrate how to identify and capitalize on teachers’ existing expertise.

meaning of portfolio assessment: Portfolio Assessment Amy E. Seely, 1994 Discusses and
highlights portfolios as an alternative assessment practice in the classroom, what to put in
portfolios, how to evaluate and manage them.

meaning of portfolio assessment: New Directions in Portfolio Assessment Donald A. Daiker,
Laurel Black, 1994 Representing a range of approaches and voices, this text explores the tensions
and ambiguities of portfolio assessment. While some of its essays problematize portfolio use at the
classroom level, others move beyond the classroom to construct new research agendas in writing
assessment.

meaning of portfolio assessment: Alternative Assessments in Malaysian Higher
Education Farrah Dina Yusop, Amira Firdaus, 2022-03-04 This book offers an overview of five
categories of alternative assessments used by established and emerging faculty throughout
Malaysian institutions of higher education, namely peer and self-assessment, group-based
assessment, performance-based assessment, portfolio, and technology-based assessment. It features
29 innovative case studies of alternative assessments, serving as both inspiration and practical guide
for educators planning to design and implement alternative assessments in their own classes. Each
chapter showcases viable examples of authentic, holistic, meaningful and effective assessments as
practiced by educators in major universities throughout Malaysia. This book also provides readers a
greater appreciation of the varied forms of alternative assessments that are possible, limited only by
the individual’s innovation and motivation.

meaning of portfolio assessment: ELT & LINGUISTICS DICTIONARY - ingiliz Dili
Ogretimi ve Dilbilim Sézliigii Hidayet Tuncay, 2013-01-01 The ELT & Linguistics Dictionary is a
companion to the English language as a second / foreign language study. The Dictionary is more
likely a reference/guide book for ELT professionals and students who have been taking up EFL/ESL
courses at their graduate and post graduate education. So it is; Comprehensive: almost 2321 entries
covering all integrated skills in English language training, linguistic terms closely related to ELT,
EFL, ELL, ESL, ESOL, FLL, FLT, TEFL, TESL, & TESOL ; Informative: it provides bibliographies for
most of the entries and a wide range of cross-referencing for more conceptual headwords;
Referential: it gives a hand to the ELT professionals to understand the concepts more specifically
used in ELT literature with the original definitions from the prolific writers in the ELT world.

meaning of portfolio assessment: The Greenwood Dictionary of Education Bloomsbury
Publishing, 2011-07-19 This book defines over 3,000 terms from the field of education to assist those
charged with teaching students to become global citizens in a rapidly changing, technological
society. John W. Collins and Nancy Patricia O'Brien, coeditors of the first edition of The Greenwood
Dictionary of Education published in 2003, have acknowledged and addressed these shifts. This
revised second edition supplements the extensive content of the first through greater focus on



subjects such as neurosciences in educational behavior, gaming strategies as a learning technique,
social networking, and distance education. Terms have been revised, where necessary, to represent
changes in educational practice and theory. The Dictionary's focus is on current and evolving
terminology specific to the broad field of education, although terms from closely related fields used
in the context of education are also included. Encompassing the history of education as well as its
future trends, the updated second edition will aid in the understanding and use of terms as they
apply to contemporary educational research, practice, and theory.

meaning of portfolio assessment: Encyclopedia of School Psychology Steven W. Lee,
2005-04-27 The Encyclopedia of School Psychology provides both an introduction to the field and a
way for experienced practitioners to gain a deeper understanding of how school psychology has
progressed to match the demands of the 21st century.--BOOK JACKET.

meaning of portfolio assessment: Metacognition in Literacy Learning Susan E. Israel,
Cathy Collins Block, Kathryn L. Bauserman, Kathryn Kinnucan-Welsch, 2006-06-17 This volume
provides the first comprehensive, research-based examination of metacognition in literacy learning.
Bringing together research findings from reading, linguistics, psychology, and education, it is
logically organized as follows: Part I provides the theoretical foundation that supports the teaching
of metacognition; Parts II and III provide new methods for metacognitive assessment and instruction
in literacy contexts at all grade levels; and Part IV provides new information on integrating
metacognition into professional development programs. Key features include: *Chapter
Structure.Teacher reflections at the beginning of each chapter illustrate teacher thinking about the
chapter topic and metacognitive connections at the end of each chapter link its content with that of
the preceding and following chapters. *Contributor Expertise. Few volumes can boast of a more
luminous cast of contributing authors (see table of contents). *Comprehensiveness. Twenty chapters
organized into four sections plus a summarizing chapter make this the primary reference work in the
field of literacy-based metacognition. This volume is appropriate for reading researchers,
professional development audiences, and for upper-level undergraduate and graduate level courses
in reading and educational psychology.

meaning of portfolio assessment: Developing Portfolios for Learning and Assessment
Val Klenowski, 2002-02-14 The portfolio is a collection of work recording an individual's
achievements over an extended period of time. They can be used at all stages of education and
professional development and in a variety of ways, to show mastery of subject knowledge, for
example, or to help the students develop reflective practice, assess their own

meaning of portfolio assessment: Preschool Assessment Marla R. Brassard, Ann E. Boehm,
2007-04-06 Comprehensive in scope, this book takes the reader step by step through selecting
appropriate measures and integrating data from a variety of sources, such as standardized testing,
observations of children and their environments, parent and teacher interviews, and work samples.
Practice guidelines are brought to life in case examples that emphasize the importance of
collaborating with parents, teachers, and other professionals.

meaning of portfolio assessment: Portfolios for Health Professionals - E-Book Lynette
Cusack, Kate Andre, Marie Heartfield, 2016-09-09 Portfolios for Health Professionals 3e is a
practical guide to designing and developing a portfolio that documents and communicates your
professional achievements and competencies, in order to meet the Australian Health Practitioner
Regulation Agency (AHPRA) annual registration requirements. Now revised to address a range of
health professions, this third edition will help students to gain a basic understanding of what a
portfolio is, how it is used, and why different types of portfolio may be required for different
purposes. The book provides health professionals with detailed guidelines for developing a quality
portfolio that will help them to review their professional practice, direct their continuing
professional development, assess their learning and career planning, and communicate their
professional achievements. - Updated regulatory requirements for national registration - Aligned to
updated APRHA CPD standards - New section on clinical reasoning - Increased focus on reflective
practice throughout, to encourage critical thinking - Expanded section on ePortfolios, including



examples - Greater emphasis on evidence-based practice - New Chapter 7, with practical examples
of the approaches used by a range of health practitioners to develop their professional portfolios

meaning of portfolio assessment: Parents and Families of Students With Special Needs
Vicki A. McGinley, Melina Alexander, 2017-01-05 Parents and Families of Students With Special
Needs: Collaborating Across the Age Span teaches students the skills they need to effectively
collaborate with parents and families to ensure a child's success in the classroom. Authors Vicki A.
McGinley and Melina Alexander’s text takes a lifespan approach with a special emphasis on the
critical transition points in a child’s life. Information is provided on what can be seen at each stage
of an individual with disabilities’ development, and addresses concerns and needs that families may
have during these unique phases of growth. Chapters written by professors and professionals who
are also parents of students with special needs bring a diverse range of voices into the narrative.
The authors provide an in-depth discussion of how parents and families are affected by particular
disabilities, family system theory, the laws that affect individuals with disabilities, and assessments
for individuals with disabilities.
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