
mechanical engineering intern salary
mechanical engineering intern salary is a crucial factor for students and recent graduates
pursuing careers in mechanical engineering. Understanding the typical compensation for internships
in this field helps candidates set realistic expectations and evaluate opportunities effectively. This
article explores various aspects of mechanical engineering intern salary, including average pay rates,
factors influencing compensation, geographic variations, and tips to maximize earnings during an
internship. Additionally, it covers the benefits of internships beyond salary, such as gaining hands-on
experience and building professional networks. By providing a comprehensive overview, this guide
aims to assist aspiring mechanical engineers in navigating the internship landscape with informed
insights. The following sections will delve into detailed analyses and practical advice related to
mechanical engineering intern salary.
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Average Mechanical Engineering Intern Salary
The average mechanical engineering intern salary varies depending on multiple factors such as
location, industry, and company size. In the United States, mechanical engineering interns typically
earn between $15 and $30 per hour, with an average hourly wage around $20. Interns working at
large multinational corporations or in high-demand sectors may receive higher compensation,
sometimes exceeding $25 per hour. On a monthly or summer internship basis, this translates to
approximately $3,000 to $6,000, depending on hours worked and pay rate.

Intern salaries are often structured as hourly wages, reflecting the temporary and part-time nature of
internship roles. Some internships may offer fixed stipends or contractual compensation instead of
hourly pay. It is important to note that unpaid internships also exist, though they are less common in
engineering disciplines due to the technical skills required.

Factors Affecting Mechanical Engineering Intern Salary
Multiple determinants influence the mechanical engineering intern salary offered by companies.
These factors combine to create a broad range of compensation levels across different internship
opportunities.



Education Level and Experience
Interns with advanced coursework, prior internship experience, or specialized skills often command
higher salaries. For example, students in their junior or senior years usually earn more than freshmen
or sophomores. Additionally, those proficient in computer-aided design (CAD), programming, or
simulation tools tend to be more valuable to employers.

Company Reputation and Financial Capacity
Well-established engineering firms and large corporations typically offer higher salaries compared to
startups or small businesses. Companies with extensive resources can invest more in their internship
programs, providing competitive pay to attract top talent.

Internship Duration and Workload
Longer internships or those requiring more hours per week may offer increased total compensation.
Some companies provide bonuses or salary increments for interns who exceed performance
expectations or take on additional responsibilities.

Geographic Influences on Intern Compensation
Location plays a significant role in determining mechanical engineering intern salary. Regions with a
high concentration of engineering firms, technological hubs, or higher living costs generally offer
better pay to interns.

Urban vs. Rural Areas
Internships in metropolitan areas like San Francisco, New York, or Houston tend to have higher
salaries than those in smaller cities or rural locations. The cost of living in these urban centers
necessitates increased wages to maintain a reasonable standard of living.

Regional Economic Factors
States with strong manufacturing, aerospace, or automotive industries often provide more lucrative
internship opportunities for mechanical engineering students. For instance, Michigan’s automotive
sector and California’s technology industry frequently offer competitive intern salaries.

Industry and Company Size Impact
The sector in which an intern is employed can greatly influence the mechanical engineering intern
salary. Different industries allocate varying budgets for internships based on the nature of their work
and the strategic importance of intern contributions.



Automotive and Aerospace Sectors
Interns in automotive and aerospace companies often receive higher wages due to the specialized
technical skills required and the high stakes of these industries. These sectors also tend to offer
structured internship programs with clear development paths.

Manufacturing and Energy Industries
Manufacturing firms and energy companies provide a range of internships with varying pay scales.
While some large corporations offer competitive salaries, smaller firms may provide moderate
compensation coupled with valuable hands-on experience.

Startups and Small Businesses
Startups may offer lower salaries compared to established firms but compensate through unique
learning opportunities and exposure to multiple facets of engineering projects. Interns in these
settings can gain broad experience, which may enhance their long-term career prospects.

Maximizing Mechanical Engineering Intern Salary
Interns can take several steps to maximize their mechanical engineering intern salary and overall
compensation package.

Enhance Relevant Skills: Developing expertise in CAD software, programming languages,1.
and simulation tools can increase an intern’s value.

Gain Prior Experience: Participating in related projects or previous internships can justify2.
higher pay demands.

Negotiate Compensation: When possible, discussing salary expectations with employers can3.
lead to improved offers.

Target High-Paying Industries and Locations: Seeking internships in well-paying sectors4.
and geographic areas can boost earnings.

Leverage University Resources: Utilizing career services and alumni networks can uncover5.
lucrative internship opportunities.

Additional Benefits of Mechanical Engineering
Internships
While mechanical engineering intern salary is an important consideration, internships offer numerous



other benefits that contribute to career development.

Practical Experience: Internships provide hands-on exposure to engineering principles, tools,
and real-world projects.

Professional Networking: Interns build connections with industry professionals that can lead
to future job offers.

Skill Development: Interns enhance both technical and soft skills, including teamwork,
communication, and problem-solving.

Resume Building: Relevant internship experience strengthens a graduate’s profile and
improves employability.

Potential for Full-Time Offers: Successful internships often lead to full-time employment
opportunities upon graduation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the average salary for a mechanical engineering
intern?
The average salary for a mechanical engineering intern typically ranges from $15 to $25 per hour,
depending on the company, location, and level of education.

Does the salary of a mechanical engineering intern vary by
location?
Yes, mechanical engineering intern salaries vary significantly by location, with higher pay generally
found in metropolitan areas and regions with a strong engineering industry presence.

How does the internship salary for mechanical engineering
students compare to other engineering fields?
Mechanical engineering intern salaries are generally comparable to other engineering fields like civil
and electrical engineering, though software and petroleum engineering internships may offer higher
pay.

Are mechanical engineering internships usually paid or
unpaid?
Most mechanical engineering internships are paid, especially those offered by large companies and in
competitive markets, although some smaller firms or academic internships may be unpaid.



What factors influence the salary of a mechanical engineering
intern?
Factors influencing salary include the intern's educational level, the company's size and industry,
geographic location, and the complexity of the internship role.

Can a mechanical engineering intern negotiate their salary?
While not common, some mechanical engineering interns can negotiate their salary, especially if they
have specialized skills or prior relevant experience.

How does internship experience affect future mechanical
engineering salary?
Internship experience can positively impact future salaries by providing practical skills and industry
exposure, making candidates more competitive for higher-paying full-time roles.

What is the typical duration of a mechanical engineering
internship?
Mechanical engineering internships typically last between 3 to 6 months, often aligning with summer
breaks or academic semesters.

Are there differences in salary between mechanical
engineering internships at startups versus large
corporations?
Yes, internships at large corporations often offer higher salaries and additional benefits compared to
startups, which may offer equity or unique learning experiences instead.

Additional Resources
1. Understanding Mechanical Engineering Intern Salaries: A Comprehensive Guide
This book provides an in-depth analysis of salary trends for mechanical engineering interns across
different industries and regions. It covers factors influencing pay, such as education level, location,
and company size. Readers gain insight into negotiation strategies and how to maximize their
internship compensation.

2. The Mechanical Engineering Internship Handbook: Salary Insights and Career Growth
Designed for aspiring mechanical engineers, this handbook offers practical advice on securing
internships and understanding salary expectations. It includes case studies from successful interns
and tips on leveraging internship experiences for future salary increases. The book also explores the
role of internships in long-term career development.

3. Salary Negotiation for Mechanical Engineering Interns
Focused specifically on salary negotiation, this guide empowers mechanical engineering interns with



techniques to confidently discuss compensation. It covers preparation steps, common employer
responses, and how to articulate your value effectively. Readers will learn how to turn internship
offers into rewarding financial opportunities.

4. Mechanical Engineering Internship Salary Trends: 2024 Edition
This publication presents the latest data on mechanical engineering intern salaries, highlighting
changes and emerging patterns in the job market. It examines the impact of economic shifts,
technological advancements, and industry demand on pay scales. The book is a valuable resource for
students, educators, and recruiters.

5. Maximizing Your Mechanical Engineering Internship Experience and Earnings
Beyond salary, this book teaches interns how to enhance their overall internship experience to boost
future earnings. It discusses skill development, networking, and performance strategies that correlate
with higher pay. The author combines personal anecdotes with research to guide readers through a
successful internship journey.

6. The Complete Guide to Mechanical Engineering Internship Compensation Packages
This comprehensive guide breaks down all aspects of compensation packages, including stipends,
bonuses, benefits, and hourly wages for mechanical engineering interns. It helps readers understand
the full value of their internship offers and what to look for beyond base salary. The book also
addresses legal and tax considerations.

7. From Intern to Engineer: Navigating Salary Expectations in Mechanical Engineering
This book follows the transition from internship to full-time employment, focusing on salary growth
and career planning. It offers advice on setting realistic salary goals, understanding industry
standards, and positioning oneself for promotions. Readers will find motivational stories and expert
tips to guide their professional path.

8. Global Perspectives on Mechanical Engineering Intern Salaries
Exploring mechanical engineering intern salaries around the world, this book compares compensation
across various countries and cultures. It discusses how economic conditions and educational systems
affect pay and internship opportunities. Ideal for students considering international internships or
global engineering careers.

9. Financial Planning for Mechanical Engineering Interns
This practical guide helps mechanical engineering interns manage their earnings wisely, with
budgeting tips and investment advice tailored to short-term internship income. It also covers saving
strategies and financial goal setting to prepare for future career stages. The book aims to empower
interns to build a solid financial foundation early on.
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  mechanical engineering intern salary: Vault Guide to Top Internships Samer Hamadeh,
2004 This new Vault guide provides detailed information on the internship programs at over 700
companies nationwide, from Fortune 500 companies to nonprofits and governmental institutions.
  mechanical engineering intern salary: US Black Engineer & IT , 1990
  mechanical engineering intern salary: Vault/Inroads Guide to Diversity Internship, Co-op and
Entry-level Programs , 2005 For minority law students or attorneys, no factor is more important in
deciding where to work than the quality of a firm's diversity program is central to their decision.
  mechanical engineering intern salary: Yale Daily News Guide to Internships 2000 John
Anselmi, Kalpana Srinivasan, 1999 Describes the experiences of past interns, giving
student-to-student advice and tips on how to make the most of internships. Contains a special
internet section outlining the ins and out of finding internships on the Web. Includes a
comprehensive list of thousands of internships in the fields of business, entertainment, finance,
public policy, technology, and more.
  mechanical engineering intern salary: Black Enterprise , 1988-02 BLACK ENTERPRISE is
the ultimate source for wealth creation for African American professionals, entrepreneurs and
corporate executives. Every month, BLACK ENTERPRISE delivers timely, useful information on
careers, small business and personal finance.
  mechanical engineering intern salary: Proceedings of the Board of Regents University of
Michigan. Board of Regents, 1945
  mechanical engineering intern salary: The College Blue Book Huber William Hurt,
Harriet-Jeanne Hurt, 1985
  mechanical engineering intern salary: SWE , 2000
  mechanical engineering intern salary: Power , 1989
  mechanical engineering intern salary: US Black Engineer & IT , 1991
  mechanical engineering intern salary: Hispanic Engineer & IT , 1990 Hispanic Engineer &
Information Technology is a publication devoted to science and technology and to promoting
opportunities in those fields for Hispanic Americans.
  mechanical engineering intern salary: Hispanic Engineer & IT , 1987 Hispanic Engineer &
Information Technology is a publication devoted to science and technology and to promoting
opportunities in those fields for Hispanic Americans.
  mechanical engineering intern salary: US Black Engineer & IT , 1993
  mechanical engineering intern salary: The Best 109 Internships, 9th Edition Mark
Oldman, Princeton Review (Firm), 2003 Includes more than 20,000 internship opportunities--Cover.
  mechanical engineering intern salary: Technical Communication Jon Balzotti, 2021-09-02
Technical Communication: A Design-Centric Approach is a comprehensive textbook for introductory
courses in technical communication and professional writing. Technical Communication takes a
design approach to foundational and emergent technical communication skills such as document
design, job applications and interviews, workplace collaboration, and report writing, providing
students with practical guidance on matters of ethics, style, and problem-solving in a range of
professional and organizational contexts. This is a core textbook suitable for undergraduate courses
in technical and professional communication. The book is supplemented by an innovative website
featuring interactive simulations of various real-world technical communication challenges. Visit
https://microcore.byu.edu/
  mechanical engineering intern salary: Hispanic Engineer & IT , 1991 Hispanic Engineer &
Information Technology is a publication devoted to science and technology and to promoting
opportunities in those fields for Hispanic Americans.
  mechanical engineering intern salary: The Internship Bible Mark Oldman, Samer
Hamadeh, 2005-01-25 Lists internship opportunities in a variety of fields, giving information about
selectivity, compensation, deadlines, and duration.
  mechanical engineering intern salary: Green Energy Economies John Byrne, Young-Doo
Wang, 2017-09-08 Green Energy Economies offers insight into the major drivers that are shaping a



new future powered by clean energy sources. Assembling cutting-edge researchers as contributors,
the book provides a comprehensive account of the shift underway, examining in detail the
complexities and intricacies involved with such a transition. The book first details the promises and
problems of a green energy transition. Next, it explores the economic benefits that a comprehensive
strategy toward a green energy economy might create. Then it investigates how communities will be
affected and explores the social, cultural, and other changes that are likely to result. Finally, it
explores the shift toward new technologies in-depth. Green Energy Economies concludes with policy
options that support a transition to a better energy, environmental, and economic future. The
contributors argue that a green energy economy offers great promise, but its realization will require
making hard choices, and soon. They argue for investments in renewable energy and economic
systems that can deliver a sustainable and equitable future. This book makes a forceful case for a
green future.
  mechanical engineering intern salary: Súper Onda , 2001
  mechanical engineering intern salary: Ferguson Career Resource Guide to Internships
and Summer Jobs, 2-Volume Set Carol Turkington, 2014-05-14 Provides details on over 550
internships and summer jobs.

Related to mechanical engineering intern salary
How I passed the Mechanical FE Exam (Detailed Resource Guide   Hi, I just took the FE Exam
and found it hard to find the right resources. Obviously you can used well organized textbooks like
the Lindenberg book, which have a great
Mechanical or Electrical engineering? : r/AskEngineers - Reddit   Hello everyone, I have a bit
of a dilemma I’m torn between choosing mechanical or electrical engineering for my major. I have
some classes lower division classes for electrical.
Please help me decide which mechanical keyboard I should get. I don’t have much experience
with mechanical keyboards; the only one I have owned is the Logitech g613. I’ve been looking to get
my first custom mechanical keyboard that is full size,
r/rideslips - Reddit r/rideslips: Rollercoasters, waterslides, mechanical bulls, slingshot, droppers
anything you find at an amusement or festival that causes a wardrobe
Whats a mechanical fall and whats a non-mechanical fall?nnn - Reddit   Mechanical fall is
basically due to an action.. “I tripped” “I missed a step on the stairs”.. non-mechanical is something
related to another factor and requires more workup such
What are good masters to combine with mechanical engineering A master's in mechanical
engineering has a few key roles: it teaches you the research process (critical for getting into any
kind of R&D), and it helps you specialize your skillset. Fields like
Is Mechanical Engineering worth it? : r/MechanicalEngineering Mechanical engineering
salaries largely vary based on a number of factors including company, industry, experience, location,
etc.. If you’re really curious, go on levels.fyi and see what
The ME Hang Out - Reddit I am a mechanical engineer having 3.5 years of experience, currently
working in aviation industry. I have a youtube channel related to ME. If you are a student or a
working engineer, what do
Turkkit - Reddit Amazon Mechanical Turk (mTurk) is a website for completing tasks for pay. The
tasks vary greatly and you will find all kinds of tasks to complete, including transcription, writing,
tagging, editing,
Best Mechanical Keyboard Posts - Reddit My wife hates my mechanical keyboard - is divorce the
only option? We both share the same office space and my keyboard is a wee bit loud. Her colleagues
hear it on calls too. I’m using
How I passed the Mechanical FE Exam (Detailed Resource Guide   Hi, I just took the FE Exam
and found it hard to find the right resources. Obviously you can used well organized textbooks like
the Lindenberg book, which have a great
Mechanical or Electrical engineering? : r/AskEngineers - Reddit   Hello everyone, I have a bit



of a dilemma I’m torn between choosing mechanical or electrical engineering for my major. I have
some classes lower division classes for electrical.
Please help me decide which mechanical keyboard I should get. I don’t have much experience
with mechanical keyboards; the only one I have owned is the Logitech g613. I’ve been looking to get
my first custom mechanical keyboard that is full size,
r/rideslips - Reddit r/rideslips: Rollercoasters, waterslides, mechanical bulls, slingshot, droppers
anything you find at an amusement or festival that causes a wardrobe
Whats a mechanical fall and whats a non-mechanical fall?nnn - Reddit   Mechanical fall is
basically due to an action.. “I tripped” “I missed a step on the stairs”.. non-mechanical is something
related to another factor and requires more workup such
What are good masters to combine with mechanical engineering A master's in mechanical
engineering has a few key roles: it teaches you the research process (critical for getting into any
kind of R&D), and it helps you specialize your skillset. Fields like
Is Mechanical Engineering worth it? : r/MechanicalEngineering Mechanical engineering
salaries largely vary based on a number of factors including company, industry, experience, location,
etc.. If you’re really curious, go on levels.fyi and see what
The ME Hang Out - Reddit I am a mechanical engineer having 3.5 years of experience, currently
working in aviation industry. I have a youtube channel related to ME. If you are a student or a
working engineer, what do
Turkkit - Reddit Amazon Mechanical Turk (mTurk) is a website for completing tasks for pay. The
tasks vary greatly and you will find all kinds of tasks to complete, including transcription, writing,
tagging, editing,
Best Mechanical Keyboard Posts - Reddit My wife hates my mechanical keyboard - is divorce the
only option? We both share the same office space and my keyboard is a wee bit loud. Her colleagues
hear it on calls too. I’m using
How I passed the Mechanical FE Exam (Detailed Resource Guide   Hi, I just took the FE Exam
and found it hard to find the right resources. Obviously you can used well organized textbooks like
the Lindenberg book, which have a great
Mechanical or Electrical engineering? : r/AskEngineers - Reddit   Hello everyone, I have a bit
of a dilemma I’m torn between choosing mechanical or electrical engineering for my major. I have
some classes lower division classes for electrical.
Please help me decide which mechanical keyboard I should get. I don’t have much experience
with mechanical keyboards; the only one I have owned is the Logitech g613. I’ve been looking to get
my first custom mechanical keyboard that is full size,
r/rideslips - Reddit r/rideslips: Rollercoasters, waterslides, mechanical bulls, slingshot, droppers
anything you find at an amusement or festival that causes a wardrobe
Whats a mechanical fall and whats a non-mechanical fall?nnn - Reddit   Mechanical fall is
basically due to an action.. “I tripped” “I missed a step on the stairs”.. non-mechanical is something
related to another factor and requires more workup such
What are good masters to combine with mechanical engineering A master's in mechanical
engineering has a few key roles: it teaches you the research process (critical for getting into any
kind of R&D), and it helps you specialize your skillset. Fields like
Is Mechanical Engineering worth it? : r/MechanicalEngineering Mechanical engineering
salaries largely vary based on a number of factors including company, industry, experience, location,
etc.. If you’re really curious, go on levels.fyi and see what
The ME Hang Out - Reddit I am a mechanical engineer having 3.5 years of experience, currently
working in aviation industry. I have a youtube channel related to ME. If you are a student or a
working engineer, what do
Turkkit - Reddit Amazon Mechanical Turk (mTurk) is a website for completing tasks for pay. The
tasks vary greatly and you will find all kinds of tasks to complete, including transcription, writing,
tagging, editing,



Best Mechanical Keyboard Posts - Reddit My wife hates my mechanical keyboard - is divorce the
only option? We both share the same office space and my keyboard is a wee bit loud. Her colleagues
hear it on calls too. I’m using

Related to mechanical engineering intern salary
Mechanical Engineering Salaries (Michigan Technological University1y) Mechanical engineering
is a career in engineering that can offer high earnings. The mean annual wage for mechanical
engineers is around $110,080 per year. The top 10 percent of mechanical engineers
Mechanical Engineering Salaries (Michigan Technological University1y) Mechanical engineering
is a career in engineering that can offer high earnings. The mean annual wage for mechanical
engineers is around $110,080 per year. The top 10 percent of mechanical engineers
Salary & Career Survey: Mechanical Engineering Talent is in Short Supply (Machine
Design9mon) Survey respondents agree that a successful engineering career path includes acquiring
ongoing technical knowledge. Hard and soft skills are necessary to ensure growth. Each year,
Machine Design’s
Salary & Career Survey: Mechanical Engineering Talent is in Short Supply (Machine
Design9mon) Survey respondents agree that a successful engineering career path includes acquiring
ongoing technical knowledge. Hard and soft skills are necessary to ensure growth. Each year,
Machine Design’s
Exploring the Four Primary Areas of Engineering: Types and Salaries (snhu1y) At SNHU, we
want to make sure you have the information you need to make decisions about your education and
your future—no matter where you choose to go to school. That's why our informational articles
Exploring the Four Primary Areas of Engineering: Types and Salaries (snhu1y) At SNHU, we
want to make sure you have the information you need to make decisions about your education and
your future—no matter where you choose to go to school. That's why our informational articles
Salary of a Mechanical Engineer With an MBA & Masters in Engineering (Houston
Chronicle4mon) The Graduate Management Admission Council published salary figures showing a
worker with an advanced degree in business administration in 2006 earned additional wages worth
$10,700 compared with
Salary of a Mechanical Engineer With an MBA & Masters in Engineering (Houston
Chronicle4mon) The Graduate Management Admission Council published salary figures showing a
worker with an advanced degree in business administration in 2006 earned additional wages worth
$10,700 compared with
Persistence paves a path for dream internship with Linx (CU Boulder News & Events4y)
Garrett Goulding is a student in the Paul M. Rady Department of Mechanical Engineering who didn't
give up on his dream internship with Linx, even after receiving two rejections before he was hired
Persistence paves a path for dream internship with Linx (CU Boulder News & Events4y)
Garrett Goulding is a student in the Paul M. Rady Department of Mechanical Engineering who didn't
give up on his dream internship with Linx, even after receiving two rejections before he was hired

Back to Home: https://admin.nordenson.com

https://admin.nordenson.com

