meaning of political behaviour

meaning of political behaviour encompasses the actions, attitudes, and interactions of individuals and groups
within the political sphere. It reflects how people engage with political systems, express their political
views, and influence governance processes. Understanding political behaviour is crucial for analyzing
electoral outcomes, policy development, and the dynamics of power in societies. This article explores the
comprehensive definition of political behaviour, its underlying factors, types, and its significance in modern
political science. It also examines various theoretical perspectives and real-world applications to provide a
holistic understanding of the concept. This exploration will clarify how political behaviour shapes

democratic participation and governance worldwide.
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Definition and Scope of Political Behaviour

The meaning of political behaviour refers to the diverse range of actions and attitudes exhibited by
individuals and groups concerning politics and governance. It includes participation in electoral processes,
political discussions, activism, and decision-making activities that affect public policy and leadership. Political
behaviour is not limited to formal political institutions but also extends to informal expressions such as
protests, lobbying, and opinion shaping. The concept covers both observable actions and underlying

psychological and social motivations driving political engagement.

Understanding Political Behaviour in Context

Political behaviour is studied within the context of political systems, culture, and social structures. It varies
significantly across different societies and historical periods, influenced by political stability, media
environment, and civic education. Researchers analyze political behaviour to understand voter turnout,
party allegiance, political ideology, and public opinion trends. This comprehensive approach helps in

predicting electoral outcomes and designing policies that reflect citizens’ preferences.



Scope of Political Behaviour

The scope of political behaviour is broad, encompassing:

Voting and electoral participation

Political communication and media influence

Social movements and protests

Political socialization and education

Decision-making processes within political institutions

Factors Influencing Political Behaviour

Numerous factors shape the meaning of political behaviour, determining how individuals and groups
engage with politics. These influences include psychological, social, economic, and cultural elements that

interact to guide political actions and attitudes.

Psychological Factors

Individual psychological traits such as personality, cognitive biases, and political efficacy significantly impact
political behaviour. For example, a person's sense of political efficacy—the belief that their actions can

influence political outcomes—affects their likelihood to vote or participate in activism.

Social and Cultural Influences

Socialization processes through family, education, peers, and media shape political beliefs and behaviours.
Cultural values, traditions, and collective identities also play a vital role in determining political
participation and ideology. Group affiliations based on ethnicity, religion, or class often guide political

alignment and mobilization.

Economic and Structural Factors

Economic status, social class, and institutional structures influence access to political resources and
opportunities for participation. Economic inequalities can lead to political disengagement or radicalization,

while democratic institutions and electoral systems shape how citizens express their political preferences.



Types and Forms of Political Behaviour

The meaning of political behaviour incorporates a variety of types and forms that illustrate the multifaceted
nature of political engagement. These behaviours can be categorized based on their mode of expression and

intention.

Conventional Political Behaviour

Conventional political behaviour includes participation in established political processes such as voting,
campaigning, joining political parties, and engaging in policy discussions. These activities are generally

lawful and socially accepted methods of influencing government and policy.

Unconventional Political Behaviour

Unconventional or non-traditional political behaviour involves protests, civil disobedience, strikes, and
other forms of social movements. These actions often arise when formal political channels are perceived as

ineffective or unjust, serving as a means to demand change or highlight grievances.

Political Apathy and Abstention

Political behaviour also includes non-participation, such as political apathy or abstention from voting. This
form reflects disengagement or dissatisfaction with the political system and can have significant implications

for democratic legitimacy and governance.

Theoretical Perspectives on Political Behaviour

Various theories in political science and psychology seek to explain the meaning of political behaviour by
analyzing its causes and consequences. These perspectives provide frameworks for understanding

individual and collective political actions.

Rational Choice Theory

This theory posits that individuals engage in political behaviour based on rational calculations to maximize
their benefits and minimize costs. Voting, for example, is seen as a strategic decision influenced by personal

interests and perceived outcomes.



Psychological Theories

Psychological approaches emphasize cognitive and emotional factors, such as identity, motivation, and
perception, that drive political participation and attitudes. Concepts like political socialization and group

identity are central to these theories.

Structural and Institutional Theories

Structural theories focus on the impact of political institutions, social structures, and economic systems on
political behaviour. These theories argue that access to resources, power dynamics, and institutional design

shape how and why people engage politically.

Importance and Impact of Political Behaviour

Understanding the meaning of political behaviour is essential for analyzing the health and functioning of
political systems. Political behaviour influences policy-making, governance, and the stability of democratic

institutions.

Role in Democratic Participation

Political behaviour determines the extent and nature of citizen involvement in democracy. High levels of
informed participation contribute to responsive governance and accountability, while disengagement can

lead to political instability and authoritarian tendencies.

Impact on Policy and Governance

Collective political behaviour shapes public policy by signaling societal priorities and pressures to political
leaders. Social movements and electoral trends can drive significant legislative changes and reform

processes.

Social Cohesion and Conflict

The patterns of political behaviour also affect social cohesion and conflict. Inclusive political participation

fosters unity and social integration, whereas exclusion or polarization can exacerbate divisions and unrest.



Summary of Key Dimensions of Political Behaviour

Participation: Voting, activism, and civic engagement

Attitudes: Political beliefs, ideologies, and values

e Communication: Media influence and political discourse

Social Movements: Collective action and protests

Non-participation: Apathy and abstention

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the meaning of political behaviour?

Political behaviour refers to the actions and attitudes of individuals and groups regarding politics, including

voting, activism, and participation in political processes.

Why is studying political behaviour important?

Studying political behaviour helps us understand how and why people engage in politics, which influences

policy-making, governance, and democratic processes.

How does political behaviour affect elections?

Political behaviour affects elections through voter turnout, candidate support, campaign participation, and

public opinion, all of which determine election outcomes.

What factors influence political behaviour?

Factors influencing political behaviour include socialization, education, media exposure, economic status,

cultural background, and personal beliefs.

Can political behaviour change over time?

Yes, political behaviour can change due to shifts in social conditions, personal experiences, political events,

or changes in political knowledge and attitudes.



‘What role does political behaviour play in democracy?

Political behaviour is crucial in democracy as it embodies citizen participation, accountability,

representation, and the overall functioning of democratic institutions.

How is political behaviour studied in social sciences?

Political behaviour is studied through surveys, experiments, case studies, and data analysis to understand

voting patterns, political attitudes, and participation trends.

What is the difference between political behaviour and political ideology?

Political behaviour refers to actions and practices related to politics, while political ideology is a set of beliefs

and values that guides an individual's political preferences and behaviour.

Additional Resources

1. The Nature and Origins of Mass Opinion

This book by John R. Zaller explores how public opinion is formed and how individuals process political
information. It delves into the psychological mechanisms behind political behavior and the role of elites in
shaping public attitudes. The work provides a foundational understanding of how political beliefs are

influenced by media and social context.

2. Political Behavior: How and Why People Get Involved in Politics
Authored by Russell J. Dalton, this book examines the factors that motivate political participation. It covers
topics such as voting, activism, and public opinion, highlighting the social and psychological drivers behind

political engagement. The book also discusses the impact of political institutions on behavior.

3. Patterns of Political Behavior

This classic text by Angus Campbell, Philip Converse, Warren Miller, and Donald Stokes offers an empirical
analysis of voting behavior in the American electorate. It investigates the stability and change in political
attitudes and the influence of social identities. The book is essential for understanding the systematic

patterns underpinning political actions.

4. The Rationale of Political Behavior
By Herbert A. Simon, this book applies principles of rational choice theory to political decision-making. It
argues that individuals make political choices based on costs and benefits, aiming to maximize their utility.

The text provides a theoretical framework for analyzing voter and politician behavior.

5. Political Psychology: Situations, Individuals, and Cases
Edited by David O. Sears, Leonie Huddy, and Robert Jervis, this collection explores the intersection of

psychology and political science. It covers how personality, cognition, and emotions influence political



behavior. The book includes case studies that illustrate complex political phenomena.

6. Social Foundations of Political Order
Francis Fukuyama’s work investigates the social and cultural underpinnings of political institutions and
behavior. It emphasizes the role of trust, norms, and social capital in shaping political stability and citizen

participation. The book links individual behavior with broader institutional contexts.

7. Political Behavior: A Psychological Perspective
This book by Robert E. Lane analyzes political behavior through the lens of psychology, focusing on
identity, motivation, and group dynamics. It explains how personal beliefs and social environments interact

to influence political choices. The work provides insights into voting, protest, and political communication.

8. Democracy and Political Ignorance
By Ilya Somin, this book addresses why many citizens remain uninformed about politics and how this
affects democratic governance. It explores the consequences of political ignorance on voting behavior and

policy outcomes. The text challenges assumptions about the rationality of political actors.

9. The Civic Culture: Political Attitudes and Democracy in Five Nations
Gabriel Almond and Sidney Verba’s seminal study compares political cultures across different countries to
understand citizen attitudes and participation. It highlights the importance of civic engagement and political

efficacy in sustaining democracy. The book is foundational in the study of political behavior and culture.
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number of fields - public opinion, electoral behaviour, political participation, policy outputs, political
recruitment, political welfare and socialisation, among others. The book is comprehensive and when
first published it was the first single-author study to integrate the diverse findings of many studies
both from the UK and North America. It was particularly written for students on courses in political
analysis, political methods, political sociology and political behaviour

meaning of political behaviour: Political Behaviour Howard Elcock, 2025-04-30 First
published in 1976, Political Behaviour provides a systematic introduction to the methods and
findings of the behavioural approach to the study of politics. Howard Elcock describes the subject
matter of political sociology and the methodological problems to which it gives rise. He examines the
behaviouralist’s claim to scientific status as an observer of society using precise techniques of
measurement and research. Throughout, the discussion of theory is accompanied by the empirical
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data that will allow the student to evaluate issues and arguments for himself. The author considers
general concepts such as political culture, socialization, participation, power and authority as well as
the areas of politics to which sociological students of the subject have contributed most- the stability
of political regimes, the process of political socialization, power and influence in local authorities
and electoral behaviour. This book will be immensely helpful for the students of political science and
political sociology.

meaning of political behaviour: The SAGE Encyclopedia of Political Behavior Fathali M.
Moghaddam, 2017-05-03 The SAGE Encyclopedia of Political Behavior explores the intersection of
psychology, political science, sociology, and human behavior. This encyclopedia integrates theories,
research, and case studies from a variety of disciplines that inform this established area of study.

meaning of political behaviour: Blowing the Whistle Marcia P. Miceli, Janet P. Near,
1992-01-01 An all inclusive resource for companies and individuals.

meaning of political behaviour: Re-thinking Contemporary Political Behaviour Sadiya Akram,
2019-02-07 Proposing a novel approach to understanding the contemporary political landscape,
Akram draws on the work of Pierre Bourdieu and Margaret Archer on agency and argues the need
for an in-depth engagement with concepts of agency to improve the reach and scope of political
analysis. Is the way that people engage with politics changing? If so, how well-equipped are we to
document and explain the extent and range of the ways in which people are engaging in politics
today? This book tackles these questions through a blend of theoretical reflection and empirical
research, shedding new light on the relationship between arena and process definitions of politics,
and how the social relates to the political. Hitherto unexplored features of agency such as the
unconscious and the internal political conversation are shown to be critical in exploring how people
mobilise today and how they make sense of their political engagement. Two in-depth case studies of
the internal political conversations that individuals hold as well as an analysis of the 2011 UK riots
are presented. Making a case for the role of self-expression in politics, this book will be of use for
graduates and scholars interested in British politics, political theory, social theory, political
sociology, the theory and practice of political engagement and political behaviour.

meaning of political behaviour: History of Political Thought R.S. Chaurasia, 2003 History
Of Political Thought Covers Detailed Study Of Socialism And Democratic Socialism With All Its
Forms Such As Fabian Socialism And Symbilcalism. Communism Based On Marxist Thinking Has
Been Re-Interperted, Moulded And Amended By Lenin And Stalin In Russia And By Mao-Tse-Tung In
China. Ideas Of These Thinkers Have Been Presented In This Book In A Very Simple And Lucid
Language. Impact Of Anarchism, Fascism And Pluralism In Russia, Italy And Germany And Britain,
Including Its Colonial Empire, Has Been Very Well Explained.Opinions Of Modern Thinkers Like
Harold Laski, G.D.H. Cole And Bertrand Russell About New Political Traditions In The West Have
Also Been Given In Brief.After Independence, Due To Great Impact Of Indian Political Thought All
Over The World Including Indian Polity And Its People, Ideas Of Mahatma Gandhi, Sarvoyadaya And
Of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru Have Been Described In This Book In A Comprehensive Manner.The
Book Deals With Conflicting Political Ideas But Author Has Made An Attempt To Describe These
Ideas With Objective Outlook In Easiest Possible Manner, In Order To Make It Useful To Students As
Well As To Common Reader.

meaning of political behaviour: Political Research Sandra Halperin, Oliver Heath, 2020 The
most accessible and practical guide to research methods written especially for politics and
international relations students.

meaning of political behaviour: The Political Behaviour of Temporary Workers Paul
Marx, 2015-08-25 Insecure temporary employment is growing in Europe, but we know little about
how being in such jobs affects political preferences and behaviour. Combining insights from
psychology, political science and labour market research, this book offers new theories and evidence
on the political repercussions of temporary jobs.

meaning of political behaviour: Modern Political Theory Varma S.P., 1975 Modern Political
Theory critically examines the contemporary state of political theory, making an assessment of the



achievements and limitations of the [][Behavioural Revolution[] in its totality, and reviews objectively
the major paradigms and conceptual frameworks adopted by the discipline. The salient features of
the contending conceptual models elaborated by leading scholars, operating from separate locations
and disparate premises, have been highlighted and intellectual inter-linkages in their works have
been traced. The book has 3 parts. Part I comprises the scope of political science as a discipline.
Part II deals with the tools and techniques of political analysis. Part III delineates mainstreams of
contemporary political thought.

meaning of political behaviour: Organisational Behaviour - Reference Book Prof. Dr. M. B.
Sonawane, 2015-09-01 Organizational Behavior by Stephen P. Robbins and Timothy A. Judge is a
widely used reference book exploring human behavior in organizations, fostering understanding and
effective management.

meaning of political behaviour: Contemporary Political Theory J. C. Johari, 1987

meaning of political behaviour: Political Culture in Libya Amal S M Obeidi, Amal Obeidi,
2013-09-05 Few empirical studies of Arab countries have dealt with political culture and political
socialisation or focused on people's beliefs, values, and attitudes towards the government or political
leaders, mainly because the regimes have been reluctant to allow opinion to be tested. The
significance of this book is that it assesses the influence of state ideology on the new generation of
Libyans, and examines their political culture.

meaning of political behaviour: Lifetimes of Commitment Molly Andrews, 1991-05-31
Explores the ways in which political belief is developed and sustained throughout the course of a
lifetime. Through interviews, it focuses on the lives of 15 British men and women, aged between 70
and 90, who have dedicated half a century or longer to working for social change and justice.

meaning of political behaviour: The Social Psychology of Everyday Politics Caroline Howarth,
Eleni Andreouli, 2016-11-03 The Social Psychology of Everyday Politics examines the ways in which
politics permeates everyday life, from the ordinary interactions we have with others to the sense of
belonging and identity developed within social groups and communities. Discrimination, prejudice,
inclusion and social change, politics is an on-going process that is not solely the domain of the
elected and the powerful. Using a social and political psychological lens to examine how politics is
enacted in contemporary societies, the book takes an explicitly critical approach that places political
activity within collective processes rather than individual behaviors. While the studies covered in the
book do not ignore the importance of the individual, they underscore the need to examine the role of
culture, history, ideology and social context as integral to psychological processes. Individuals act,
but they do not act in isolation from the groups and societies in which they belong. Drawing on
extensive international research, with contributions from leaders in the field as well as emerging
scholars, the book is divided into three interrelated parts which cover: The politics of intercultural
relations Political agency and social change Political discourse and practice Offering insights into
how psychology can be applied to some of the most pressing social issues we face, this will be
fascinating reading for students of psychology, political science, sociology and cultural studies, as
well as anyone working in the area of public policy.

meaning of political behaviour: Readings in Political Behaviour 'Femi Omotoso, 2007

meaning of political behaviour: Political Theory VD Mahajan, 2006 This is new edition
contains a comprehensive study of the subject, with the latest thinking by the political scientists of
thw world today.

meaning of political behaviour: Political Science - SBPD Publications Dr. J. C. Johari, , Dr.
Rashmi Sharma, 2022-03-10 First Paper : An Introduction to Political Theory 1.Political Theory, 2
.Traditional and Modern Approaches, 3 .Origin and Development of State , 4 .Power and Authority, 5
.Sovereignty, Monism and Pluralism , 6. Justice , 7. Equality, 8. Rights, 9. Liberty, Second Paper :
Local Self Government 1.Local Self Government : Meaning, Origin and Development , 2 .The 73rd
and 74th Constitutional Amendments , 3. Rural Local Self Government : Composition and Powers, 4.
Gram Panchayat, 5 .Panchayat Samiti, 6. Zila Parishad , 7. Urban Local Self Government :
Composition and Powers, 8. Financial Administration of Local Self Government, 9. Local Self



Government and Bureaucracy, 10. Local Self Government and Public Participation, 11. Impact of
Women'’s Quota on Panchayati Raj System, 12. Local Autonomy : Prospects and Significance ,
Appendix.

meaning of political behaviour: Political Theory RC Agarwal, 2004-12 Comprehensively
written, this book presents the political theories, concepts, analysis, thoughts and main currents.
The book begins with introduction to political theory, its history, evolution & approaches while also
discussing forms & organs of Government. It progresses to discuss contemporary political analysis in
light of American concepts and main currents of Political Thought in detail. This book would be
extremely useful for the students pursuing BA Political Science.

meaning of political behaviour: An Introduction To Political Theory Dr. ]J.C. Johary, Dr.
Rashmi Sharma, 2023-03-18 1.Political Theory, 2.Traditional and Modern Approaches, 3.0rigin and
Development of State, 4.Power and Authority, 5.Sovereignty, Monism and Pluralism, 6.Justice,
7.Equality, 8.Rights, 9.Liberty..........

meaning of political behaviour: NEP Political Theory B.A. 1st Sem (M]JC-1) Dr. ]. C. Johari, Dr.
Rashmi Sharma, 2024-11-27 1. Concept of Politics 2. Political Science : Meaning, Nature and Scope
3. Growth of Political Science : Traditionalism, Behaviourlism and Post-Behaviourlism 4. Decline and
Resurgence of Political Theory 5. Schools of Political Theory 6. Approaches to Political
Science-Normative, Historical, Legal, Institutional and Empirical 7. State : Meaning, Elements,
Origin and Development 8. Sovereignty : Monism and Pluralism 9. Liberty 10. Equality 11. Justice
12. Rights 13. Democracy 14. Debates in Political Theory 15. Feminism 16. Post-Modernism 17.
Environmentalism 18. Neo-Liberalism
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