
positive parent teacher conference
comments

positive parent teacher conference comments play a crucial role in fostering a collaborative and
supportive environment between educators and families. These comments highlight a student’s
strengths, progress, and positive behaviors, encouraging continued growth and motivation. Effective
communication through positive feedback not only reassures parents but also strengthens the
teacher-parent relationship, promoting a shared commitment to the child’s education. This article
explores the importance of positive comments during parent teacher conferences, provides examples
of impactful remarks, and offers strategies for crafting constructive and encouraging feedback.
Additionally, it addresses how to balance praise with areas for improvement to maintain a
comprehensive and optimistic dialogue. Educators, administrators, and parents alike can benefit from
understanding and utilizing positive parent teacher conference comments to enhance student
outcomes and engagement. The following sections outline key aspects of positive feedback,
examples, benefits, and practical tips for successful conferences.

The Importance of Positive Parent Teacher Conference Comments

Examples of Effective Positive Comments

Strategies for Delivering Positive Feedback

Balancing Positivity and Constructive Criticism

Benefits of Positive Communication in Parent Teacher Conferences

Common Mistakes to Avoid When Giving Positive Feedback

The Importance of Positive Parent Teacher Conference
Comments
Positive parent teacher conference comments are essential for creating an encouraging atmosphere
during meetings. They help affirm a student’s achievements and efforts, which can boost confidence
and motivation. When teachers focus on strengths and progress, parents are more likely to feel
engaged and supportive of their child’s learning journey. Moreover, positive comments set a
cooperative tone, reducing anxiety or defensiveness that might arise during discussions about
challenges. Recognizing good behavior, academic improvement, and social skills provides a balanced
perspective that highlights growth. This approach contributes to a stronger partnership between
families and schools, ultimately benefiting the student’s development.



Building Trust and Collaboration
Using positive language during conferences fosters trust between teachers and parents. When
parents hear genuine praise about their child, they are more open to collaborating on goals and
strategies. Positive comments demonstrate that the teacher values the student’s strengths and is
committed to their success. This collaborative spirit can lead to more effective interventions and
support systems, enhancing the overall educational experience.

Encouraging Student Motivation
Positive feedback during parent teacher conferences can directly impact student motivation. When
parents share encouraging remarks with their children, it reinforces the teacher’s praise and
promotes a growth mindset. Students who feel recognized for their efforts and achievements are
more likely to engage actively in learning and strive for continuous improvement.

Examples of Effective Positive Comments
Incorporating a variety of positive parent teacher conference comments ensures comprehensive
recognition of a student’s abilities and progress. These examples can serve as templates or
inspiration for educators preparing for conferences.

Academic Achievement

"Your child consistently demonstrates strong problem-solving skills and a keen understanding of
complex concepts."

"She has shown remarkable improvement in reading comprehension and enjoys participating in
class discussions."

"He approaches assignments with enthusiasm and completes work on time with great attention
to detail."

Behavior and Social Skills

"Your child is respectful and cooperative, contributing positively to group activities."

"She exhibits excellent listening skills and shows empathy toward classmates."

"He displays leadership qualities and often helps peers during collaborative projects."



Work Habits and Attitude

"Your child demonstrates a strong work ethic, consistently staying focused and organized."

"She embraces challenges with a positive attitude and perseverance."

"He is eager to learn and asks insightful questions that enhance classroom discussions."

Strategies for Delivering Positive Feedback
Effectively communicating positive parent teacher conference comments requires thoughtful
preparation and delivery techniques. These strategies help ensure feedback is clear, meaningful, and
motivating.

Be Specific and Evidence-Based
Specific comments supported by examples or evidence are more impactful than vague praise.
Referencing particular projects, behaviors, or assessments gives parents a clear understanding of
their child’s strengths.

Use Balanced Language
Positive comments should be sincere and balanced, highlighting strengths while acknowledging
continued areas of growth. This approach maintains credibility and encourages ongoing development.

Engage Parents in the Conversation
Encouraging parents to share their observations and ask questions during conferences creates a
dynamic dialogue. This exchange reinforces positive feedback and fosters mutual understanding.

Balancing Positivity and Constructive Criticism
While positive parent teacher conference comments are vital, it is equally important to address areas
needing improvement in a constructive manner. Balancing praise with helpful suggestions ensures a
comprehensive discussion that supports student growth.

Using the "Praise Sandwich" Technique
This method involves presenting constructive feedback between two positive comments. It helps
soften criticism and keeps the conversation encouraging and solution-oriented.



Focusing on Growth and Solutions
Frame challenges as opportunities for growth and discuss actionable steps. This approach empowers
parents and students to work collaboratively toward improvement.

Benefits of Positive Communication in Parent Teacher
Conferences
Utilizing positive parent teacher conference comments yields numerous benefits for students,
parents, and educators alike. It enhances the overall educational experience and fosters a healthy
school community.

Enhances Student Self-Esteem
Recognition of accomplishments boosts students’ confidence and encourages a positive self-image,
which is essential for academic and social success.

Strengthens Home-School Partnership
Positive communication builds trust and cooperation between families and schools, facilitating more
effective support for students.

Improves Academic Outcomes
Encouraged students who feel supported by both teachers and parents are more likely to engage in
learning and achieve better academic results.

Common Mistakes to Avoid When Giving Positive
Feedback
Even well-intentioned feedback can be ineffective if not delivered properly. Avoiding common pitfalls
ensures that positive parent teacher conference comments have the desired impact.

Being Vague: Avoid generic praise such as "good job" without specifics that illustrate the1.
student’s strengths.

Overpraising: Excessive or insincere compliments can undermine credibility and fail to2.
motivate.

Ignoring Challenges: Focusing solely on positives without addressing areas for growth can3.
leave parents unprepared to support their child.



Neglecting Parent Input: Failing to engage parents in dialogue misses opportunities for4.
collaboration and shared understanding.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some examples of positive comments to give during
a parent-teacher conference?
Examples include praising a student's improvement, highlighting their participation in class,
acknowledging their strengths in specific subjects, and complimenting their behavior and teamwork
skills.

How can teachers phrase positive feedback to encourage
students during parent-teacher conferences?
Teachers can use phrases like 'Your child has shown great progress in...', 'I appreciate their
enthusiasm for learning...', or 'They consistently demonstrate responsibility by...'.

Why is it important to include positive comments in parent-
teacher conferences?
Including positive comments helps build trust with parents, boosts student confidence, motivates
continued effort, and creates a balanced discussion focusing on strengths as well as areas for growth.

What are some effective ways to highlight a student's social
skills positively in a conference?
Teachers can mention how the student collaborates well with peers, shows empathy, listens actively,
and contributes positively to the classroom community.

How can positive comments about a student's effort be
communicated to parents?
Teachers can say, 'Your child consistently puts forth great effort in their assignments,' or 'They show
perseverance even when faced with challenging tasks.'

Can positive parent-teacher conference comments impact a
student’s motivation?
Yes, positive feedback can significantly enhance a student's motivation by reinforcing their strengths
and encouraging them to maintain or improve their performance.



What role do positive comments play in addressing areas of
improvement during conferences?
Positive comments help create a supportive atmosphere, making it easier to discuss challenges
constructively without discouraging the student or their parents.

How can teachers personalize positive comments for each
student?
Teachers can mention specific instances or achievements unique to the student, such as improved
reading skills, creative projects, or leadership in group activities.

What are some positive ways to comment on a student’s
attendance and punctuality?
Teachers can say, 'Your child has excellent attendance, which contributes to their consistent
learning,' or 'They arrive on time and ready to participate every day.'

How should teachers balance positive comments with
constructive feedback in conferences?
Teachers should start with genuine positive remarks to set a collaborative tone, then gently transition
to areas for growth, ensuring parents and students feel supported and motivated.

Additional Resources
1. Positive Parent-Teacher Conferences: Building Stronger Connections
This book offers practical strategies for educators to foster positive communication with parents
during conferences. It emphasizes the importance of empathy, active listening, and constructive
feedback. Teachers learn how to highlight student strengths while addressing areas for growth in a
supportive manner.

2. Words That Work: Effective Comments for Parent-Teacher Conferences
A comprehensive guide filled with sample comments and phrases to help teachers articulate student
progress clearly and positively. The book provides templates tailored to various student behaviors
and academic levels. It aims to reduce conference anxiety by equipping teachers with confident,
encouraging language.

3. The Art of Positive Feedback in Parent-Teacher Meetings
Focusing on the psychology of communication, this book explains how positive feedback impacts
student motivation and parent involvement. It includes research-based techniques for delivering
comments that inspire collaboration. Readers will find tips on balancing praise with constructive
suggestions effectively.

4. Building Bridges: Enhancing Parent-Teacher Communication
This resource highlights the role of parent-teacher conferences in creating a partnership for student
success. It covers methods to prepare for conferences, engage parents meaningfully, and follow up



after meetings. The book stresses cultural sensitivity and tailored communication approaches.

5. Effective Communication in Education: Parent-Teacher Conference Edition
Designed for educators at all levels, this book explores communication skills essential for positive
conference experiences. It includes advice on non-verbal cues, tone of voice, and managing difficult
conversations. Teachers will learn how to create a welcoming environment that fosters trust and
openness.

6. Celebrating Student Strengths: Positive Comments for Teachers
This book encourages teachers to focus on student achievements and potential during conferences. It
provides a wealth of examples for acknowledging various talents and improvements. The goal is to
help parents leave conferences feeling informed, hopeful, and engaged.

7. Parent-Teacher Conferences Made Easy: A Guide to Positive Dialogue
A step-by-step manual that simplifies the conference process, making it less intimidating for teachers
and parents alike. It outlines how to structure conversations, phrase comments positively, and handle
sensitive topics with care. The book also offers tips for virtual conference settings.

8. Strength-Based Communication for Educators
This book promotes a strengths-based approach in all parent interactions, including conferences. It
teaches how to identify and communicate student assets while collaboratively addressing challenges.
Readers will find tools to boost parental involvement through positive messaging.

9. Mastering the Parent-Teacher Conference: Tips and Sample Comments
A practical handbook filled with actionable advice and real-life examples of effective conference
dialogue. It covers preparation, delivery, and follow-up strategies to maximize the impact of each
meeting. The book is ideal for educators seeking to enhance their communication skills and build
rapport with families.
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  positive parent teacher conference comments: Writing Effective Report Card Comments
Susan Shafer, 1997 At last, here is a practical book that gathers time-saving tips from teachers on
writing effective report card comments. Packed with advice, this resource will help you collect
assessment information easily and describe your students' performances clearly and constructively.
You'll find handy lists of phrases that encourage children, words to avoid, and concise advice on how
to prompt parents to support learning at home. Book jacket.
  positive parent teacher conference comments: Mentoring Beginning Teachers Jean
Boreen, 2009 The first edition of Mentoring Beginning Teachers was named an Outstanding
Academic Title by the American Library Association's Choice magazine in 2000. The expanded
second edition -- packed with insights, anecdotes, and updated research -- provides mentors with a
road map for helping new teachers become confident, reflective educators. The collaborative model
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outlined in the book is enlightening and rewarding for the mentor and the novice alike. The authors
have incorporated the latest findings on all aspects of mentoring --from preparing to be a mentoring
guide or coach to school culture and parent outreach. Teachers will find five new chapters on
working with ELL students, working with parents, curriculum mapping, school culture, and the role
of administrators within an effective mentoring system. Organized around a series of questions, the
book allows mentors to quickly locate practical advice to match any mentoring situation. The range
of resources includes: recommendations for pairing mentors and teachers, questions to jump-start
conversations, ideas for teacher reflection, and answers to the most commonly asked mentor
questions. Mentoring Beginning Teachers, Second Edition provides a comprehensive and tested plan
for helping mentors guide new teachers in moving beyond the basics of plan/teach/evaluate to a
higher level of joint assessment and inquiry.
  positive parent teacher conference comments: A Parent's Guide to Working with Teachers
Kenneth Shore, 2010 Many parents, especially those new to our country, need to understand how to
more effectively work with schools and classroom teachers. This reference guide, available both in
English and Spanish versions, is a valuable resource for school districts to use with those parents
who could benefit from a better understanding how to:Build a positive relationship with their child¿s
teacher Improve communication between the home and the school Prepare and participate in
parent/teacher conferences Resolve conflicts, if and when they arise
  positive parent teacher conference comments: School-Community Relations Douglas J.
Fiore, 2016-03-17 Accessible and practical, School-Community Relations, Fourth Edition uses
real-life examples to illustrate the ways in which administrators and school leaders can effectively
engage and enlist partnerships with teachers, staff, students, parents, and community members.
Case studies at the end of each chapter apply the strategies to realistic scenarios, and Questions for
Analysis help readers engage critically with the material. This textbook provides aspiring
educational leaders with the skills to establish strong systems for communicating with their various
school constituencies and to improve public relations at all levels. Features of this newly revised
edition include: Try This At Your School sections that offer insights into the ways in which actual
educational leaders have fostered positive school-community relations. Updated information about
public opinion, how parents view their local schools, and the current education climate. New
strategies for utilizing social media to improve school-community relations and foster a positive
school image.
  positive parent teacher conference comments: Managing an Early Childhood Classroom
Wendy Koza, Jodene Lynn Smith, 2009-07-22 Create and manage an effective and
developmentally-appropriate early childhood classroom! Filled with management suggestions and
recommendations for young children's development, this guide provides ready-to-use lessons and
templates to enhance learning.
  positive parent teacher conference comments: Expectations for the Parent-teacher
Conference in the Elementary School Carolyn Grenke Kleinfeldt, 1975
  positive parent teacher conference comments: The Principal's Companion Pam Robbins,
Harvey B. Alvy, 2009-03-18 ′In the heroic effort to improve our nation′s schools, this newly revised
volume is a gift to the profession...and to the professionals′ - Roland S. Barth, Former Public School
Teacher and Principal Founding Director, Harvard Principals′ Center ′The Principal′s Companion is
rightfully regarded as ′the bible′ of resource books for current and aspiring principals. No other
single source provides such a thorough treatment of the multiple roles and dimensions involved in
effective school leadership′ - Jay McTighe, Author and Educational Consultant A guide on the side to
help you excel in all areas of the principalship! This third edition of a bestseller serves as a personal
mentor for principals, providing the practical resources and tools to help inservice and aspiring
administrators manage the challenges of leading a learning organization and facilitating school
improvement. Educational leadership consultant Pam Robbins and experienced principal Harvey B.
Alvy guide school leaders on such critical areas as leadership skills, developing vision and a mission,
teacher evaluation and supervision, curriculum, technology use, and conducting faculty meetings.



This revised and updated guide reflects recent changes in a wide range of educational issues,
including data-driven decision making and high-stakes accountability, instructional implications of
brain research, federal legislation, cyberbullying, and social responsibility. This book provides: -
Research-based strategies for succeeding with issues deemed critical to the principalship by
practicing principals - An interactive format with reflective questions at the end of each chapter - A
matrix that aligns practices with ISLLC standards The Principal′s Companion is the principal′s ideal
accompaniment for creating an environment that supports teachers′ efforts to bring about successful
student performance.
  positive parent teacher conference comments: Classroom Management Paul R. Burden,
2025-04-15 Enables K-12 educators to create successful learning communities — a fully updated new
edition Effective classroom management plans are essential for creating environments that foster
appropriate social interactions and engaged learning for students in K-12 settings. New and
early-career teachers often face difficulties addressing student discipline, upholding classroom rules
and procedures, and establishing positive teacher-student relationships. The eighth edition of
Classroom Management is the leading resource for helping educators establish a positive classroom
environment, prevent student misbehavior, respond to challenging situations, and involve their
students in building positive classroom communities. This popular textbook covers every vital aspect
of classroom management, from planning for the school year and conducting instruction, to
managing diverse classrooms and collaborating with colleagues and families. Fully revised to reflect
recent changes in K-12 education and address the needs of today’s educators, this edition features
new and updated methods with a new emphasis on student well-being, equity, student diversity,
connecting with and supporting students, and creating an inclusive classroom. Written by a
respected expert in teaching methods and classroom management, this valuable teacher’s reference:
Provides comprehensive coverage of the central concepts of classroom management and discipline
in K-12 classrooms with practical, classroom-oriented discussions. Reflects current InTASC Model
Core Teaching Standards and Praxis assessments Features descriptions of classroom management
methods used by elementary, middle, and high school teachers in various regions and communities
Includes a new emphasis on student well-being, equity, motivation, and meeting student needs when
applying classroom management strategies Offers end-of-chapter summaries, questions,
supplemental activities, further reading suggestions, and complete references Is reader-friendly and
accessible due to its numerous features, tables, lists of recommendations, and headings and
subheadings. Classroom Management: Creating a Successful K-12 Learning Community, Eighth
Edition is an ideal text for teachers in training and early career K-12 educators.
  positive parent teacher conference comments: What Successful Teachers Do in Inclusive
Classrooms Sarah J. McNary, Neal A. Glasgow, Cathy D. Hicks, 2005-03-30 Test-drive these
research-based strategies in your inclusive classroom! Bridging the gap between theory and
practice, this book focuses on extending academic research to classroom practices that address the
problems faced by teachers working with special needs learners in inclusive classrooms. It outlines a
full range of research-based strategies that can be interwoven and tailored to create the best
instructional plan for special learners, including: A straightforward one-line action statement An
easy-to-read synthesis of relevant studies Specific tactics for immediate application in the classroom
Pointers on how to identify and avoid potential pitfalls Sources for further reading on the
research/strategy outlined
  positive parent teacher conference comments: LET REVIEWER FOR PROFESSIONAL
EDUCATION (NEW CURRICULUM) PNU, 2025-03-26 Professional Education (New Curriculum)
Review eBook This eBook provides an in-depth overview of the new Professional Education
curriculum, designed to equip future educators with essential knowledge and skills. It covers key
teaching methodologies, classroom management strategies, educational psychology, and curriculum
design, all aligned with the updated standards. Ideal for students, teachers, and reviewers, this
resource simplifies complex theories and practices through clear explanations, practical examples,
and study tools. Perfect for exam preparation and enhancing teaching effectiveness, this eBook



supports a deeper understanding of professional education concepts in a user-friendly format. ALL
CREDITS BELONGS TO PNU
  positive parent teacher conference comments: Bring Your Own Pencil! Buddy Lee Walter,
2021-09-18 In the tradition of Goodbye, Mr. Chips; Blackboard Jungle; Up the Down Staircase; and
Welcome Back, Kotter: High school English and theatre teacher Buddy Lee Walter's fictionalized
autobiography, Bring Your Own Pencil! The Making of a Teacher, will keep you in stitches while
satirizing frustrated teachers, bumbling administrations, stupid bureaucracies, crazy students,
troubled students, cool students, and the social conditions which produced all this. Eduardo
Ciannelli finds himself, unexpectedly, in front of a classroom of high school students, and finds
himself. His story is one of a reluctant - accidental - teacher who has to confront his own biases and
assumptions about himself, his students, and the educational system, in order to reach the
understanding that the entire thing is ultimately about the human connection. It is about the
teacher/student relationship ... and how sometimes these roles get reversed. Join Eduardo on his
journey, as he deals with the best and worst of administrators and the most centered and most
troubled of students, to discover if he even wants to be a teacher and, if so, how to become a better
one.
  positive parent teacher conference comments: School, Family, and Community Partnerships
Joyce L Epstein, 2018-04-17 School, Family, and Community Partnerships: Preparing Educators and
Improving Schools addresses a fundamental question in education today: How will colleges and
universities prepare future teachers, administrators, counselors, and other education professionals
to conduct effective programs of family and community involvement that contribute to students'
success in school? The work of Joyce L. Epstein has advanced theories, research, policies, and
practices of family and community involvement in elementary, middle, and high schools, districts,
and states nationwide. In this second edition, she shows that there are new and better ways to
organize programs of family and community involvement as essential components of district
leadership and school improvement. THE SECOND EDITION OFFERS EDUCATORS AND
RESEARCHERS: A framework for helping rising educators to develop comprehensive, goal-linked
programs of school, family, andcommunity partnerships. A clear discussion of the theory of
overlapping spheres of influence, which asserts that schools, families, and communitiesshare
responsibility for student success in school. A historic overview and exploration of research on the
nature and effects of parent involvement. Methods for applying the theory, framework, and research
on partnerships in college course assignments, classdiscussions, projects and activities, and fi eld
experiences. Examples that show how research-based approaches improve policies on partnerships,
district leadership, andschool programs of family and community involvement. Definitive and
engaging, School, Family, and Community Partnerships can be used as a main or supplementary text
in courses on foundations of education methods of teaching, educational administration, family and
community relations, contemporary issues in education, sociology of education, sociology of the
family, school psychology, social work, education policy, and other courses that prepare
professionals to work in schools and with families and students.
  positive parent teacher conference comments: Successful Classroom Management and
Discipline Tom V. Savage, Marsha K. Savage, 2009-01-13 Focusing on how educators can facilitate
the development of self-control and responsibility in students, Successful Classroom Management
and Discipline offers comprehensive yet concise coverage of the preventative aspects of classroom
management, as well as a wide range of effective intervention strategies. In this Third Edition,
authors Tom Savage and Martha K. Savage offer new and updated coverage of teacher stress, legal
dimensions of management and discipline, teacher/family collaboration, and bullying. Key Features
Features a two-part structure to pinpoint the key dimensions of classroom management: how to
prevent classroom issues and how to respond to problems that arise Identifies a measurable goal for
K–12 teachers: helping students to develop self-control and responsibility Addresses teacher burnout
through practical application of stress management Describes bullying behaviors and teacher
response, including a section on working with parents, a vital skill for avoiding and resolving serious



problems Presents realistic case studies and What Would You Do? scenarios to demonstrate chapter
concepts
  positive parent teacher conference comments: Classroom Assessment Dr Craig Mertler,
2016-09-13 • Provides detailed information on · the functions of assessment; · how to construct,
administer, and interpret the results of teacher-developed assessment techniques; and · how to
interpret the results of externally developed instruments such as standardized tests. • Both
traditional and newer, alternative assessment techniques are covered. • Advantages and
disadvantages of each assessment technique are discussed. • A companion website helps both
instructors and students obtain additional information on topics of special interest to them. •
Numerous examples of the principles and procedures make it easy for students to understand the
material. • The highly practical nature of this book stems from the focus on how assessment
intertwines with other everyday activities in classrooms. • Measurement theory and computational
procedures that are unlikely to be used by classroom teachers are de-emphasized, producing a
textbook that provides comprehensive coverage without being unnecessarily technical.
  positive parent teacher conference comments: Thriving as a New Teacher John F. Eller,
Sheila A. Eller, 2016-04-11 Discover strategies and tools for new-teacher success. In this
user-friendly guide, the authors draw from best practice and their extensive experience to identify
the necessary skills and characteristics to thrive as a new educator. Explore the six critical areas
related to teaching that most impact new teachers and their students, from implementing effective
assessments to working confidently and effectively with colleagues.
  positive parent teacher conference comments: The American Teacher Donald H. Parkerson,
Jo Ann Parkerson, 2010-06-21 The American Teacher is a comprehensive education foundations text
with an emphasis on the historical continuity of educational issues that empowers prospective
teachers to channel their innate idealism into effective teaching practices.
  positive parent teacher conference comments: Today's Education , 1973
  positive parent teacher conference comments: TExES PPR EC-12 (160) Study Guide
2025-2026 Beatrice Mendez Newman, 2022-02-09 REA's TExES PPR EC-12 (160) Test Prep with
Online Practice Tests (6th ed.) Gets You Certified and in the Classroom! Fully revised and updated
6th edition! Our test prep is designed to help teacher candidates master the information on the
TExES PPR EC-12 (160) exam and get certified to teach in Texas. It's perfect for college students,
teachers, and career-changing professionals who are looking to teach Early Childhood through
Grade 12 in Texas. Written by a leading specialist in teacher education, our complete study package
contains an in-depth review of all four state-defined domains and the 13 competencies, including
discussions of key educational concepts and theories, as well as relevant laws. A diagnostic test and
three full-length practice tests are offered online in a timed format with instant scoring, diagnostic
feedback, and detailed explanations of answers. Each test features every type of question, subject
area, and skill you need to know for the exam. Our online practice tests replicate the Pearson TExES
question format, allowing you to assess your skills and gauge your test-readiness. The book includes
two of the three practice tests in print. The online tests at REA's Study Center offer the most
powerful scoring and diagnostic tools available today. Automatic scoring and instant reports help
you zero in on the topics and types of questions that give you trouble now, so you'll succeed when it
counts. Every practice exam comes with detailed feedback on every question. We don't just say
which answers are right - we explain why the other answer choices are wrong - so you'll be prepared
on test day. This complete test prep package comes with a customized study schedule and REA's
test-taking strategies and tips. This test prep is a must-have for anyone who wants to teach EC-12 in
Texas!
  positive parent teacher conference comments: Shut Up About Your Perfect Kid Gina
Gallagher, Patricia Konjoian, 2010-08-03 AUTHORS’ DISCLAIMER: We are not in any way experts
on parenting children with disabilities. Our goal is simply to share strategies that have worked for
each of us in the event it may help those in a similar situation. If you’re different from us (i.e., you
are bright or of the perfect persuasion), we advise you not to try the following at home. On a



“perfection-preoccupied planet,” sisters Gina and Patty dare to speak up about the frustrations,
sadness, and stigmas they face as parents of children with disabilities (one with Asperger’s
syndrome, the other with bipolar disorder). This refreshingly frank book, which will alternately make
you want to tear your hair out and laugh your head off, should be required reading for parents of
disabled children. Shut Up About Your Perfect Kid provides wise and funny advice about how to: •
Find a support group—either online or in your community • Ensure that your child gets the right
in-school support • Deal with people—be they friends, family members, or strangers—who say or do
insensitive things to you or your child • Find fun, safe, and inclusive extracurricular activities for
your child • Battle your own grief and seek professional help if you need it • Keep the rest of the
family intact in moments of crisis
  positive parent teacher conference comments: The New Teacher Toolbox Scott M. Mandel,
2009-05-13 Praise for the first edition: Mandel has written a very practical, informative manual for
new teachers. His examples for classroom standards, incorporating a variety of activities for diverse
students, and teaching test-taking skills are right on target. For answers to fundamental questions
and stress relief, Mandel′s manual is a must! —Johanna K. Lemlech, Professor Emerita University of
Southern California An extremely practical and user-friendly time-saver. Rather than beating around
the bush with pages of statistics, philosophies, best practices, and methodologies, this toolbox cuts
to the heart of real questions burning inside new teachers. New and experienced teachers can
benefit from the quick fixes presented in this plentiful toolbox. —Leslie Gaillard, First-Year Teacher
Pacoima Middle School, Los Angeles, CA A one-stop resource for all your first-year teaching needs!
This second edition is a concise yet complete guide for novice teachers, covering all the essentials
for getting off to a good start. With new tips for everything from establishing an ideal classroom
environment to making it through teacher evaluations, this revised edition helps you plan ahead with
confidence, keep your perspective, and prepare for the unexpected. The author introduces
techniques by grade level, making the book easy to read sequentially or as a reference for specific
situations. Written in a conversational tone, this completely revised edition includes an expanded
section on Internet use and provides field-tested strategies on how to: Encourage student
participation and critical thinking Establish fair grading practices Modify instructional methods and
curriculum for students with special needs Increase parent involvement Manage stress and maintain
sanity
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