port washington historical society

port washington historical society serves as a vital institution dedicated to
preserving and promoting the rich heritage of Port Washington, a city known
for its significant contributions to the history of Wisconsin and the Great
Lakes region. This article delves into the origins, mission, and key
activities of the Port Washington Historical Society, highlighting its role
in safeguarding the cultural and historical assets of the community. Through
extensive archives, educational programs, and public events, the society
fosters a deeper understanding of Port Washington’s past. Readers will gain
insight into the society’s collections, its historic sites, and the impact it
has on local heritage tourism. The detailed exploration also covers how the
organization collaborates with residents and historians to maintain the
legacy of this lakeside city. Following this introduction, the article
outlines the main sections for easy navigation.

e History and Mission of the Port Washington Historical Society
e Collections and Archives

e Museums and Historic Sites Managed

e Educational Programs and Community Outreach

e Events and Exhibitions

e Membership and Volunteer Opportunities

History and Mission of the Port Washington
Historical Society

The Port Washington Historical Society was established to protect and
celebrate the unique history of Port Washington and the surrounding Ozaukee
County area. Founded in the mid-20th century, the society emerged from local
efforts to document the city’s maritime heritage, early settlements, and
industrial growth. Its mission centers on collecting, preserving, and
interpreting artifacts and stories that reflect the community’s evolution
from a Native American settlement to a bustling port city on Lake Michigan.

The society’s dedication to historical preservation is evident through its
stewardship of numerous historical landmarks and its commitment to educating
the public about the region’s past. By fostering a connection between
residents and their heritage, the Port Washington Historical Society plays a
crucial role in maintaining a sense of identity and pride within the
community.



Founding and Early Development

The origins of the Port Washington Historical Society date back to local
historians and citizens who recognized the importance of safeguarding the
city’'s history amidst rapid modernization. Early initiatives included
collecting photographs, documents, and oral histories that captured the
essence of life in Port Washington during the 19th and early 20th centuries.
Over time, the society expanded its scope and resources, becoming a central
repository for historical research and preservation activities.

Mission Statement and Goals

At its core, the Port Washington Historical Society aims to:

Preserve historical artifacts and records related to Port Washington and
its environs.

Educate the public about the city’s cultural, economic, and social
history.

Promote historical research and scholarship.

Encourage community engagement through exhibits, lectures, and events.

Support preservation efforts of historic sites and structures.

Collections and Archives

The Port Washington Historical Society maintains an extensive collection of
artifacts, photographs, documents, and memorabilia that chronicle the
development of the city and its people. These archives serve as invaluable
resources for researchers, educators, and anyone interested in the historical
narrative of the region.

Artifact Collections

The society’s artifact collection includes a wide range of objects that
illustrate daily life, industry, and maritime activities in Port Washington.
Items such as tools, clothing, household goods, and nautical instruments
provide tangible connections to the past. The careful cataloging and
preservation of these artifacts ensure their availability for future
generations.



Photographic and Document Archives

One of the society’s most significant assets is its photographic archive,
featuring images that document the city’'s growth, architecture, community
events, and notable figures. Alongside photographs, the document archives
contain newspapers, letters, maps, and official records that reveal insights
into the social and economic history of Port Washington.

Access and Research Services

The Port Washington Historical Society offers public access to its
collections through a research library and digital archives. Researchers can
explore genealogical resources, historical maps, and curated exhibits that
highlight important themes in the city’s history. The staff provides
assistance to historians and students, facilitating a deeper understanding of
the area’s heritage.

Museums and Historic Sites Managed

The Port Washington Historical Society is responsible for maintaining several
museums and historic landmarks that showcase the city’s past. These sites
offer immersive experiences that allow visitors to step back in time and
appreciate the architecture, culture, and stories that define Port
Washington.

Key Museums

The society operates museums that focus on various aspects of local history,
including maritime heritage, early settlement, and the immigrant experience.
Each museum features curated exhibits that combine artifacts, interpretive
panels, and interactive displays to engage visitors of all ages.

Historic Landmarks

Among the sites preserved by the Port Washington Historical Society are
historic homes, lighthouses, and public buildings that hold architectural and
cultural significance. These landmarks serve as physical reminders of the
city’'s evolution and are often venues for tours and educational programs.

Preservation Efforts

The society actively participates in preservation initiatives to restore and
maintain historic structures. These efforts involve collaboration with local
government, preservationists, and community organizations to ensure the



sustainability of Port Washington’s historical assets.

Educational Programs and Community Outreach

Education is a cornerstone of the Port Washington Historical Society’s
activities. Through diverse programs, the society connects with schools,
residents, and visitors to promote awareness and appreciation of the region’s
history.

School Partnerships

The society collaborates with local schools to provide curriculum-aligned
history programs, field trips to museums, and hands-on workshops. These
initiatives help students develop a meaningful connection to their
community’s past and foster critical thinking about historical events.

Public Lectures and Workshops

Regularly scheduled lectures and workshops led by historians, authors, and
experts allow the public to explore various historical topics in depth. These
educational events encourage dialogue and enhance the collective
understanding of Port Washington’s heritage.

Community History Projects

The society engages community members in history projects such as oral
history recordings, historical walking tours, and archival documentation
efforts. These participatory programs empower residents to contribute to
preserving local history actively.

Events and Exhibitions

The Port Washington Historical Society organizes a variety of events and
exhibitions designed to celebrate and interpret the city’s history. These
activities draw visitors and locals alike, fostering a vibrant cultural
atmosphere within the community.

Annual Events

Signature events such as heritage festivals, anniversary celebrations, and
holiday-themed programs highlight key moments in Port Washington’s history.
These gatherings often feature reenactments, music, traditional crafts, and
food that reflect the city’s diverse cultural influences.



Temporary and Traveling Exhibits

The society curates temporary exhibitions that focus on specific historical
themes, anniversaries, or notable figures. Traveling exhibits are also
hosted, bringing broader historical perspectives to Port Washington and
enriching the local cultural landscape.

Exhibition Planning and Curation

Experienced curators at the Port Washington Historical Society carefully plan
exhibits to balance educational content with engaging presentation. The use
of multimedia, interactive elements, and storytelling techniques enhances
visitor experience and learning outcomes.

Membership and Volunteer Opportunities

The Port Washington Historical Society encourages community involvement
through membership programs and volunteer opportunities. These offerings
provide residents and history enthusiasts with ways to support the society’s
mission and participate in its activities.

Membership Benefits

Members enjoy benefits such as free admission to museums, newsletters,
invitations to special events, and discounts on educational programs.
Membership fees contribute directly to the preservation and promotion of Port
Washington’s historical resources.

Volunteer Roles

Volunteers play an essential role in the society’s operations, assisting with
museum staffing, event coordination, archival work, and educational outreach.
The society provides training and resources to enable volunteers to
contribute effectively.

How to Get Involved

Individuals interested in joining or volunteering can contact the Port
Washington Historical Society for information on current opportunities. The
society welcomes diverse skills and backgrounds to enhance its capacity to
serve the community.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Port Washington Historical Society?

The Port Washington Historical Society is an organization dedicated to
preserving and sharing the history of Port Washington, including its
cultural, social, and architectural heritage.

Where is the Port Washington Historical Society
located?

The Port Washington Historical Society is located in Port Washington,
Wisconsin, often housed in a historic building or museum within the city.

What types of exhibits does the Port Washington
Historical Society feature?

The Society features exhibits on local history, maritime heritage, historic
artifacts, photographs, and stories about the people and events that shaped
Port Washington.

Does the Port Washington Historical Society offer
educational programs?

Yes, the Society offers educational programs, lectures, workshops, and guided
tours to engage the community and visitors in learning about local history.

How can I become a member of the Port Washington
Historical Society?

Interested individuals can become members by signing up on the Society’s
website or visiting their office, which often includes benefits like
newsletters, event invitations, and volunteer opportunities.

Are there any upcoming events hosted by the Port
Washington Historical Society?

The Society regularly hosts events such as historical reenactments, annual
meetings, special exhibitions, and community celebrations. Check their
official website or social media for the latest updates.

Can I donate artifacts to the Port Washington
Historical Society?

Yes, the Society welcomes donations of historically significant artifacts,
documents, photographs, and memorabilia related to Port Washington’s history,



subject to their acceptance policies.

Is the Port Washington Historical Society involved
in historic preservation?

Yes, the Society actively participates in preserving historic buildings and
landmarks in Port Washington, often working with local government and
preservation groups.

Does the Port Washington Historical Society have an
online archive or digital resources?

Many historical societies, including Port Washington’s, offer digital
archives, photo collections, and research resources online to make local
history accessible to a wider audience.

How does the Port Washington Historical Society
contribute to the local community?

The Society contributes by educating residents and visitors about local
history, supporting preservation efforts, fostering community pride, and
providing a venue for cultural events and historical research.

Additional Resources

1. Port Washington: A Historical Overview

This book provides a comprehensive history of Port Washington, tracing its
development from a small Native American settlement to a bustling harbor
town. It highlights key events, influential figures, and the town's role in
regional trade and industry. Richly illustrated with archival photographs, it
offers readers an engaging glimpse into the past.

2. Maritime Heritage of Port Washington

Focusing on the town’s long-standing relationship with the sea, this volume
explores Port Washington’s maritime traditions, shipbuilding industry, and
fishing economy. It includes stories of local fishermen, ship captains, and
the evolution of the harbor. The book also covers the impact of maritime
activities on the community’s cultural identity.

3. The Architecture of Port Washington

This book documents the architectural history of Port Washington, showcasing
its historic homes, public buildings, and landmarks. It examines various
architectural styles present in the town and discusses preservation efforts
by the historical society. Readers gain insight into how the built
environment reflects the town’s historical development.

4. Port Washington in the 20th Century



Covering the transformative years of the 1900s, this book details Port
Washington’s social, economic, and political changes throughout the century.
It highlights the impact of major events such as the World Wars, the Great
Depression, and suburbanization. Personal anecdotes and oral histories add
depth to the narrative.

5. Native American Roots of Port Washington

This work delves into the indigenous history of the region before European
settlement. It explores the culture, traditions, and influence of the Native
American tribes who originally inhabited the area. The book emphasizes the
importance of recognizing and preserving this foundational aspect of Port
Washington’s heritage.

6. Historic Landmarks of Port Washington

A guidebook to the town’s most significant historical sites, this book
provides detailed descriptions and historical context for each landmark. It
serves as a valuable resource for visitors and residents interested in
exploring the town’s heritage. Illustrations and maps help bring these sites
to life.

7. Port Washington’s Role in American Industry

Exploring the industrial history of the town, this volume covers the rise of
manufacturing, shipping, and related businesses. It discusses how these
industries shaped the local economy and community identity. The book also
addresses the challenges and changes faced by Port Washington’s industrial
sector over time.

8. The Social Fabric of Port Washington

This book examines the social history of Port Washington, focusing on
community life, education, and cultural institutions. It highlights the
contributions of various ethnic groups and social movements within the town.
Through photographs and personal stories, readers gain a deeper understanding
of the town’s diverse population.

9. Preserving Port Washington: The Historical Society’s Legacy

Dedicated to the efforts of the Port Washington Historical Society, this book
chronicles the organization’s founding, major projects, and ongoing mission.
It showcases successful preservation initiatives and community engagement
activities. The volume underscores the importance of historical conservation
for future generations.
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port washington historical society: Port Washington Richard D. Smith, 2011 Port Washington
is a picturesque community on the shores of Lake Michigan, just a short drive north of Milwaukee. It
celebrates its 175th birthday in September 2010. This book is a vivid description of the city's history,
from the Native Americans who lived on these shores when the voyageurs first arrived, through the
birth of a thriving and industrious community of immigrants who settled here after leaving Germany
and Luxembourg. The pages touch on the early years of industry, focusing on the maritime heritage
of Port Washington, and give the reader a wonderful photographic tour of what Port Washington was
like over 100 years ago. Some of these photographs have never before been published and some of
the buildings no longer exist, which makes this book a treasure trove of historic images to be
enjoyed by many generations.

port washington historical society: Directory of Historical Organizations in the United
States and Canada American Association for State and Local History, 2002 This multi-functional
reference is a useful tool to find information about history-related organizations and programs and
to contact those working in history across the country.

port washington historical society: Publication, 1991

port washington historical society: American Lighthouses Bruce Roberts, Cheryl
Shelton-Roberts, 2020-02-20 For more than two centuries, lighthouses have helped sailors find their
way through treacherous waters, guiding them home or taking them safely through passages on
their way to adventure. These historic towers and houses form a sparkling chain of lights along our
coasts, a reminder of the past echoing with adventure and mystery, a lure for travelers looking for a
glimpse into a romantic past. American Lighthouses offers more than just a tour of over 450
beautiful and historic navigational beacons dotting the coasts and lakes of the United States. This
fully illustrated, one-of-a-kind handbook details their history and architecture and provides full
information on visiting or viewing them.

port washington historical society: The Ancestry Family Historian's Address Book
Juliana Szucs Smith, 2003 A directory of contact information for organizations in genealogical
research and how to find them.

port washington historical society: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in Section
170 (c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 United States. Internal Revenue Service, 2002

port washington historical society: The Photography of Henry K. Landis Oscar Beisert,
Irwin Richman, 2013-03-01 A collection of photographs documenting a diverse array of lifestyles in
the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries in Pennsylvania and New York by amateur
photographer Henry K. Landis (1865-1955).

port washington historical society: Historic Wisconsin Roadsides: Towns Off the Beaten Path
in the Badger State Tom & Kristi Manus, 2025-04-01 Whether you're on a motorcycle or in a car,
truck, or RV, the open road has long represented an enchanting combination of adventure and
freedom. Historic Wisconsin Roadsides provides an essential guide to the most historic and fun road
trips Wisconsin has to offer. Go explore and make memories on 11 road trips such as White Arrow
Signs, Harbor Towns and Shipwrecks, the Great River Road, and Madison and Heritage Towns.
Packed with over 1,200 recommendations, find where to get a free ice cream cone from a 1932 dairy
bar when the temperature drops below -20°, eat what many consider the original butterburger (not
where you expect), ride Elvis’s favorite roller coaster, find a whimsical 1927 C.W. Parker
Amusement Company carousel, and visit the world's coolest 1950s motel featuring live music,
songwriting workshops, and a radio station broadcasting only music created onsite. Historic
Wisconsin Roadsides highlights what to do and where to eat and stay for your escape on the open
road. Created by travel writers and road trip specialists Tom and Kristi Flick Manus, this is the
perfect guide to hitting the road for carefree adventures through America’s Dairyland. Use this book
to inspire fresh adventures; let's go on a Wisconsin road trip!

port washington historical society: American Lighthouses Ray Jones, Bruce Roberts,
Cheryl Shelton-Roberts, 2012-07-03 A celebration of the great American lighthouses, their keepers,




their histories, and their ongoing stories For more than two centuries, lighthouses have helped
sailors find their way through treacherous waters, guiding them home or taking them safely through
passages on their way to adventure. These historic towers and houses form a sparkling chain of
lights along our coasts, a reminder of the past echoing with adventure and mystery, a lure for
travelers looking for a glimpse into a romantic past. Completely revised and updated, American
Lighthouses offers more than just a tour of 450 beautiful and historic navigational beacons dotting
the coasts and lakes of the United States. This fully illustrated, one-of-a-kind handbook details their
history and architecture and provides full information on visiting or viewing them. Included are
many endangered lights, threatened by erosion or lack of funding, as well as “ghost lights,” which
are no longer standing.

port washington historical society: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in Section
170 (c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, 1987

port washington historical society: The Light Station at Port Washington , 199?

port washington historical society: North Point Milwaukee Lighthouse Ken Wardius, Barb
Wardius, Friends Nplh, 2011 The North Point Milwaukee Lighthouse, neatly nestled in beautifully
landscaped Lake Park on Milwaukee's east side, is a local maritime jewel. Incorporated as part of
legendary landscape architect Frederick Law Olmsted's grand design for this scenic urban park,
North Point rests far atop a bluff overlooking Lake Michigan, making it one of the highest light
stations on the Great Lakes. Three distinctly different lighthouses have been located here, each with
its own unique story. Notable keepers include Georgia Stebbins, who came to North Point as a sickly
young woman and was transformed by fresh air and hard work into a feisty, dedicated lightkeeper
and served with distinction for over 30 years. Abandoned and boarded up for many years, North
Point has been resurrected from near ruin. Today, the North Point Lighthouse Friends see to it that
this historic sentinel is preserved for future generations.

port washington historical society: Long Island Rail Road: Port Washington Branch David D.
Morrison, 2023 The Long Island Rail Road (LIRR) is the oldest railroad in the country still operating
under its original name. It is the busiest railroad in North America, with 90 million annual riders on
735 trains covering 11 different branches. The Port Washington Branch carries 14 million riders
annually and is the third-busiest branch on the LIRR, behind the Port Jefferson Branch (19 million
riders) and the Babylon Branch (18 million riders). Port Washington Branch trains converge with the
main line just east of Woodside Station. The branch has been electrified since 1913 and is
double-track to a point just east of Great Neck Station. The highest bridge on the railroad is the
Manhasset Viaduct, which goes over Manhasset Bay. The branch has serviced the 1939 New York
World's Fair and the 1964 New York World's Fair as well as the stadium of the New York Mets
baseball team. The Whitestone Branch, which was abandoned in 1932, diverted from the Port
Washington Branch at a point a bit east of the current Mets-Willets Point station.

port washington historical society: Annual Report of the American Historical
Association American Historical Association, 1919

port washington historical society: The Directory of Museums & Living Displays Kenneth
Hudson, Ann Nicholls, 1985-06-18

port washington historical society: Historical Wisconsin Getaways Sharyn Alden, 2001
Take a trip back in time through Wisconsin's past with this useful guide. Historic places, people and
events come to life in the delightful period photography featured. Included is information on where
to stay and dine. For Wisconsin travelers and history buffs alike.

port washington historical society: Wisconsin Lighthouses Ken Wardius, Barb Wardius, 2000
A symbol of Wisconsin's maritime tradition, the lighthouse evokes images of a bygone era. This
full-color guide will take you to 48 lighthouses from around the state, including the shores of Lake
Superior, Lake Winnebago, Lake Michigan and Green Bay. Included are details on the history and
construction of each light.

port washington historical society: The Coast Guard Fiscal Year 2002 Budget Request
United States. Congress. House. Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure. Subcommittee on




Coast Guard and Maritime Transportation, 2001

port washington historical society: Port Washington, Maintenance Dredging , 1975

port washington historical society: The Fyddeye Guide to America's Maritime History Joe
Follansbee, 2010 The Fyddeye Guide to America's Maritime History is a one-of-a-kind directory for
tall ships, lighthouses, historic warships, maritime museums, and other attractions you can visit
today that preserve, protect, and interpret our nation's maritime history. Use the Guide to plan a
family trip, map out a heritage travel experience, research your local history, or find a heritage
organization to help you discover the sea captain in your family tree. The Guide covers maritime
history attractions in the Lower 48 states, Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands. More
than 200 authentic tall ships, many offering travel excursions and educational experiences lasting
from an hour to several weeks. More than 300 historic commercial vessels, such as ferries, tugs, and
steamboats, as well as warships, including battleships, aircraft carriers, destroyers, and small craft
dating from the 18th century to the middle 20th century that you can visit. More than 750
photogenic lighthouses and lightships grouped by East Coast, West Coast, the Gulf Coast, and the
Great Lakes. More than 260 family-friendly maritime museums in 37 states and the District of
Columbia. Three maps with suggested itineraries for discovering lighthouses in New England,
California, and Michigan. Special articles on the tall ship Lady Washington, forgotten steamboats on
the Okanogan River, the best lighthouse books, and major maritime festivals. Twenty-five
professional photos of key ships and other attractions. The Fyddeye Guide to America's Maritime
History complements Fyddeye, http: //www.fyddeye.com, the Internet's most comprehensive website
dedicated to maritime history and heritage. Fyddeye also features an online community that
discusses news about maritime history and current issues, including preservation of historic ships.
You can also share photos and vote in polls on current events. Visit Fyddeye's pages on Facebook
and follow Fyddeye on Twitter.
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